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 The Easter Season 

     If April showers bring May flowers, what do Mayflowers 
bring…..Pilgrims (take a moment to groan).  May brings the 
second part of our Easter Season ending with Pentecost and 
Trinity Sunday.  I love that Easter is a season of 7 weeks because 
the Resurrection has changed everything, even the day on which 
we worship so why shouldn’t we spend as much time 
celebrating it.   

     This Easter season we are looking into our Spiritual Easter baskets to see 
what the Resurrection brings us.  Why did it change everything?  What is the 
big deal?  The hope and joy of Easter is part of our lives all year long.  Our 
spiritual Easter baskets are full of faith, fellowship, and forgiveness, the 
promises of hope, love, truth, victory and life.  Our Easter baskets are filled with 
treasures beyond our comprehension.  In a year that has been full of death 
statistics and doom and gloom, we see and hear from the Risen Savior…O death 
where is your sting, where is your victory.  Death has been defeated and Jesus 
shows us his hands, feet and sides to prove it to us.  Sure, death is still here…it 
has not yet been wiped away as we continue in the shadow of the cross in this 
life but it holds no power over any of us as Christ will return and we will be 
bodily resurrected with him.  It is so important to let the joy of the resurrection 

also bring forth the beauty of joy in our lives.   
May, like most months surrounding it, will be busy month with honoring our mothers of all 

types, graduations approaching and the unofficial kickoff to the summer.  In all of the busyness, I 
ask you take time each day to read God’s Word.  Allow the joy of the resurrection to fill your 
person so that it spills out in our daily lives.  Allow the hope of the empty tomb to not let the 
troubles and tribulations of this life prevent you from seeing the beauty of the grace God has 
bestowed on us through His Son, Jesus Christ.  Take the time to hear what God wants to bless you 
with each day, hold on to that joy and hope he gives through the resurrection.  Make the beginning 
of each day a time you can reflect on our risen Lord and Savior, repeat the words…He is risen!  He 
is risen indeed!  allowing them to penetrate our hearts with the joy of our forgiveness and the hope 
of eternal life with our Lord.   

Let me conclude by telling you a story.  There was a man who was at the end of his rope, he 
was in a very dark place.  So dark that he believed it was no use continuing on.  Deciding to end his 
life, he drove to a bridge over a gorge on a barren road, got out of his car and climbed over the rail. 
This was a perfect place to end it all.  At that very moment however, a car drove by and seeing    
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the man stopped.  The driver got out of the car and began walking toward the distraught man.  
“Leave me alone,” yelled the man standing on the railing…”Just leave me alone.”  The driver walk-
ing closer replied, “I don’t want to hurt you, and I will leave you alone, if you let me pray with you 
right now.”  To his surprise the man agreed and folded his hands, bowed his head but then began to 
sob uncontrollably.  After what seemed like an eternity, he looked up with tears in his eyes and said, 
“When I crawled over this railing, I told God that I was going to end my life unless He stopped 
me….and God sent you. 

And God sent you…..could there ever be words filled with more pow-
er and purpose than those.  You see, we celebrate the resurrection not 
only to remind ourselves what God has done for me and you but also 
so that we can tell others what he has done for them.  You are God’s 
ambassadors of hope, love, truth, victory and life.  And you are needed 
more than ever to spread the word of God’s forgiveness and love in 
this world gone mad where right is wrong and wrong is right.  I pray 
that you dig in your Spiritual Easter Baskets to see the gifts of the Res-

urrection and then share them with those around you…you never know you may be that person that 
God sends. 

Pastor Eric  

Financial Overview 

  MARCH YEAR TO DATE 

Income $7, 006.50 $29,399.36 

Expenses $10,712.94 $30,804.28 

Net $-3,706.44 $-1,404.92 

Benevolence $854 $5,211 

SEMI-ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Our Semi-Annual Congregational meeting is on May 16th following the Service.  We will be 

voting for council members to serve. 

Included In Our Prayers Today Are: 
 

Members: Mary Fowler, Harrison Gapter, Kate Steward. Family and others: 
Bev Alonso, Mark Alt, Tyler Duckworth, Lydia Frank, Sharon Keiser, Lou 
Leasor, Tom Lyons, Jim Nagel, Analisa Pawlokoski, Kathy Reining, Sara 
Schwendeman, Helen Soria, Katie Spear, Matt Williams, Charlie Winger, and 
Kay Zgela. Our front-line workers and any of those who may have been 
stricken by the virus.  

CONGRATULATION TO OUR GRADUATES 
 

Lucas High School:    Jamie Grover 
                                    Mica McKenna 

Service date and luncheon 
to honor our graduates is 

yet to be determined. 



 

May Outreach 
HEALTHCARE KITs for NALC Disaster Relief 

  

Each Kit will contain:   
ONE bath towel  

ONE wash cloth  

ONE bar of soap (in original wrapping)  
ONE toothbrush  

ONE pack of dental floss 

ONE tube of toothpaste 

(two if travel size)  
ONE comb  

ONE deodorant  

TWO travel-sized shampoo  

ONE nail clipper  
All items will be packed in 2 gallon Ziplock bag or tote bag on Sunday 30 May           

following the Service  

Believe in Christ 
     Then Jesus told Thomas, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have believed.” John 20:29 
     Thomas had a problem. He was not with the other disciples on the first Easter. When they told 
him that the resurrected Jesus had appeared to them, he doubted their report. It was simply too good 
and amazing to be true. 
     You were not in that room with the disciples on the first Easter either. You did not witness the 
resurrection. In fact, you have never even seen Jesus. 
     But do not let it overcome you. Instead, watch how Jesus dealt with doubt. The second time Je-
sus appeared to the disciples, Thomas saw him and believed. Then Jesus said to him, “Because you 
have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”   Je-
sus answered Thomas’s doubt by appearing to him. He answers your doubt by blessing you for be-
lieving in the Savior you have not seen. 
     Christianity involves believing in Jesus and believing, is putting your trust in something you do 
not see. That is the Bible’s definition of faith. The book of Hebrews says, “Now faith is the sub-
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1). 
     However, that does not mean that the Christian faith is blind faith. You did not see the risen 
Christ in that locked room, but the apostle John did. He is the eyewitness, and this passage from his    
gospel is his testimony. 
     You do not need to see Jesus to know that he is real. You can trust that what he promised and 
what his disciples witnessed is true. He is your Savior who rescued you from your sins and who rose 
from the dead to assure you of eternal life. Believe it and be blessed! 
In Christ 
Ralph Hall 



March 11, 2021 

Attendance: Nate Arnold, Ethel Briggs, Audrey Cook, David Culler III, Michael Dourson, Ashlee 
Hall (via zoom), Ralph Hall, and Pastor Eric. 

Pastor Eric opened the meeting with devotions and prayer  
Minutes were handed out. Motion to accept minutes as amended made by Nate, seconded by Mike. 
Motion carried. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
For the month of Feb.: Receipts of $13,662.86 expenses of $10,606.49. We were +3.056.37 for the 
month and + $2,301.52 for the year    
Motion was made to accept treasurer's report for Feb. by Mike, seconded by Nate. Motion carried. 

Pastoral Acts 
Home Visits/meetings w/parishioners:  3         Phone Visits: 3  Funerals: 1 
Worship 

 Sermons Preached:  5 (3 Sundays and 2 Lent)    Children’s Sermons: 3   
Administrative and Preparation 
Administrative:  Echo, bulletin, notebook, email and misc.  
Preparation: Sunday School/Wed. Bible Study: Sermon and worship 
Consultations 
Counseling: 3 – 2 hr sessions  Funeral family counseling: 1- 2hr sessions 

           Teaching 
 Adult Sunday school:  3        Wednesday Night Bible Study: 1     Catechism: 1 

Meeting and Activities 
 Church Council:  1   Shrove Tuesday Mission District Meeting   
 Vacation: Feb. 10-14  Pastor Lectionary Discussions (Ashland): 3 
Upcoming Events 
 Barrett wedding March 20thto the Lord 
 Holy Week Events – Maundy Thurs April 1 – Seder Meal in John Fox Room 
 Good Friday April 2nd 
 Easter Sunrise: April 4th – followed by breakfast by the youth   

Discussion input from Pastor: 
• I have been asked to be on the executive council for the NC Ohio Mission District 
     Pastors’ Conference in San Antonio May 4-6 
• National Day of Prayer May 6th.  I need someone to do the prayer for Mt. Zion 
• Received info from the NALC Disaster Task Force asking if we want to sponsor training.  Will 

discuss at a later date 
• Trinity Outreach fund grant request is pretty involved.  We will fill it out as a group at a later 

date.  Due by August. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
• Property – Doorbell is not working at the back door. 
• Evangelism – Ralph Hall said there will be a meeting with evangelism training after Easter 
• Youth Group – Pastor will announce that he would like someone to help with the Youth 
 Group. 
OLD BUSINESS 
• Getting an AED (automatic electronic defibrillator) for the church has been suggested. Ralph 

said that it is $845 for a refurbished one and $150 for the case.  Ralph will order one. 
• Outreach for April will be teacher appreciation.  We will be collecting snacks and putting bas-

kets in the 3 teacher lounges at Lucas School.  For May we will collect items for Health Care 
Kits for NALC Disaster Relief. 

• The roof is supposed to be scheduled for April. 



NEW BUSINESS 
• Mike and Martha Dourson are withdrawing the request for Mt. Zion to be the fiscal agent for 

Two Books Publishing. 
• Mike and Martha Dourson had donated the intellectual property for the movie to Mt. Zion 

Church.  The council decided we will hold the intellectual property until someone agrees to do 
the movie and at that time we will donate it to them. 

• VBS in Lucas will be in June hosted at Grace Bible Church. 
• Mt. Zion VBS will be the third week of July 
• Pastor wanted to note that his objection to doing the movie is in no way an objection to the mov-

ie itself.  He just didn’t think it was a fit for Mt. Zion to be involved. 

A motion to adjourn was made by David, seconded by Ashley.  Motion carried. 

Meeting closed with The Lord's Prayer  

Respectfully submitted,  

Audrey Cook, Council Sec 

 Lucas Community VBS 
July 12-16, Grace Bible 

5:30 Meal 6-8 VBS 
Kindergarten thru 6th Grade 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Lucas Area Ministerial Association is sponsoring a community 
VBS this year. Your help is needed…crafts, team leader, helper,           
Recreation Leader/helper.  Mt Zion is responsible for the meal on 
one of the days.   

MISSIONARY UPDATE – Chris Briggs family 
The website for our missionaries is:  https://deafining-moments.epistle.today/ 

GREAT NEWS 
     I have been meaning to send out this update for months, but it seems that whenever I would sit 
down to write I would end up thinking about the things right in front of me and forget to share this 
AMAZING news. 
     For those of you who have heard me give a presentation here at JDV or perhaps at your church, 
you have most likely heard me discuss the lack of opportunity for the Deaf community to have a Bi-
ble in their heart language (sign). I had frequently shared that while there are more than 150 
"authorized" versions of the Bible in English that not a single one of the estimated 400 unique sign 
languages in the world had a full complement of all 66 books of the Bible, and that only ASL had a 
completed New Testament.  
     While most of those languages still struggle with just a portion (perhaps as little as a handful of 
verses), this past September marked a historic time in the Deaf world as the ASLV was completed 
after 38 years of work. God has orchestrated this work through a large number of translators 
(mostly Deaf) , missions organizations, and supporters. I encourage you to check out a little more of 
their story at https://www.deafmissions.com/aslv2020/ as well as check out some of the passag-
es...even if you don't know any sign, follow along with a familiar parable or teaching and see the 
passion with which it is shared and imagine the joy that a Deaf seeker or believer can now experi-
ence with a Bible in his or her own language. 
     Please also continue to pray for the many translators worldwide who now have another resource 
as they continue to expand these translations to the other global sign languages. 
     Praise God for continuing to make His Word known!! 

https://deafining-moments.epistle.today/


During the month of May, you are encouraged to greet and pray for these members and friends of 

Mt. Zion Lutheran Church who are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries. 

**If there is anyone you would like to add to our Birthday/Anniversary list either in honor of, or in memory of,  

please contact the Church Office with your request!  Thank you! 

 

 

 2 Phil and Kim Smollen 

 10 Tim and Vicki Stallard 

 22 Doug and Kelly Anschutz 

  

 

During the month of May, we THANK these members who are offering  

their service to the church in various ways: 

 Lector  Acolyte           Fellowship    Nursery  

  2 Bill Grubaugh    Andrew Smollen        Freda Steward 

  9 Jackie Arnold    Lilly Fraizer        Martha Dourson      Kim Smollen  

16 Ashlee Hall    Shelby Grover        Karen Frayer            Melinda Hall 

23 Jan Grubaugh    Ryan Culler        Ayesha Fraizer         Ashlee Hall 

30 Ethel Briggs    Atticus Hall       Jan Grubaugh         Mary Tomlinson 

Ushers  Chuck Briggs and Tim Cooper 

Communion  Audrey Cook 

Offering Counters Nate Arnold & Mike Dourson 

Altar Guild  Jackie Arnold & Susan Laps 

4 Kamryn Eileen Smith 

6 Jeff Grubaugh 

6    Adam Culler 

8 Kathy Culler 

9 Croix Sweval 

10 Mackenzie Graham 

14 Jessica Cook 

17    Bill Grubaugh 

21 Ryan Cook 

27 Tim Boggs 

30 Emily Barrett 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Virtual Ohio Mis-

sion Region Convo-

cation 9-12 

2 

Communion 

3 

Pastor’s Confer-

ence in San Anto-

nio, Pastor out of 

Office 

4 

Pastor’s Confer-

ence in San Anto-

nio, Pastor out of 

Office 

5 

Pastor’s Confer-

ence in San Anto-

nio, Pastor out of 

Office 

6 
National Day of  

Prayer 

Pastor’s Confer-

ence in San Anto-

nio, Pastor out of 

Office 

7 

Pastor’s Confer-

ence in San Anto-

nio, Pastor out of 

Office 

8 

 

9 

Mother’s Day 

10 

Pastor in office     
11 -3 

Karen in office 

11 

Pastor in office   
10-3 

Karen in office 

12 

Pastor in office   

12-9 

Bible Study 

13 

Pastor in office 9-3  

Elaine in office 

14 

Pastor in office 9-3 

 

15 

16 

Communion 

Congregational 

Meeting 

17 

Pastor in office     
11 -3 

Karen in office 

18 

Pastor in office   
10-3 

Karen in office 

19 

Pastor in office   

12-9 

Bible Study 

20 

Pastor in office 9-3  

Elaine in office 

21 

Pastor in office 9-3 

22 

23 

Pentecost 

Lucas Graduation 

24 

Pastor in office     
11 -3 

Karen in office 

25 

Pastor in office   
10-3 

Karen in office 

 

26 

Pastor in office   

12-9 

Bible Study 

27 

Pastor in office 9-3  

Elaine in office 

28 

Pastor in office 9-3 

29 

LLC: Bible-Nature; 

Pentecost 

30 

Communion 

31 

Memorial Day 

Karen in office 
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church 

4065 Mt. Zion Road 

Lucas, OH  44843 

 

 

 

Happy Mother’s Day to all the ladies 

of the church. 


