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Forgiveness:  What it is, who it’s for, and how it changes lives 

For March’s cover letter, I have decided to discuss Forgiveness from an article in 

the magazine Lutheran Life, Winter 2021.  In our Journey in Lent this year, we are 
looking at Joel and the command to “Return to the Lord” in various ways (see 
February’s Echo for details).  While a lot of Lent we are spending time in 
repentance, I think it is good to see the results of repentance, the results of our 

“Return” which is forgiveness.  However, I think there is a lot of misconceptions 
and misunderstandings of what forgiveness is and what it is about.  The magazine 
Lutheran Life has provided some really good insight and information that 
deserves to be shared.  So the next couple of months, I want to reprint those 

articles for us to read and gain a better understanding of forgiveness. 
What is Forgiveness:  When Adam and Eve gave in to Satan’s temptation to eat the forbidden fruit in 
the Garden, sin entered the world. At once, they felt shame, guilt, and a need to justify themselves by 
placing blame on someone else.  
     But the fall also gave birth to something else: forgiveness. That is, excusing an offense without 
exacting a penalty from the offender. Instead, God would exact that penalty from His own Son. 
 In fact, before God spoke words of consequence over Adam and Eve (because sin does bear 
consequences!), He breathed out hope for restoration to come through woman’s offspring. Despite the 
multiplied pain Eve would now experience in childbearing, through her labor, a Savior would be born 
to make all things new (see Genesis 3:14–19). From the beginning, we witness God’s reconciling 
power promised amid sin and fulfilled through forgiveness in Jesus. The name-calling, finger-
pointing, and pure ugliness of excusing our wrongs continue to plague humanity today. The need for 
God’s promised forgiveness has never been timelier.  
     For Christians, recognizing sin at the root of interpersonal conflict is imperative. If we don’t 
recognize sin’s role in conflict, we could resolve a material issue without recognizing the eternal 
significance it carries. This is resolved through forgiveness.  

So thanks be to God that “[Jesus] Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might 
die to sin and live to righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed” (1 Peter 2:24). Author 
Donna (Pyle) Snow put it this way: “As He hung on the cross, Jesus asked God to forgive those who 
drove in the nails. When Jesus died, all of our sins were future sins. There is not a sin any of us 
commit that He cannot, did not, or has not already forgiven on Calvary. Forgiveness is a finished 
work. Receiving and extending that finished work means abundant life!” 
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     This is the central message of the Christian faith. Without God’s forgiveness, won for us in Jesus, 
we’re a people without hope. Our justified end is destruction; our glory is shame (see Philippians 
3:19). But when we are baptized and redeemed in Jesus, we become new creations. We can enjoy a 
restored relationship with God and extend forgiveness to others.  
     This message is at the heart of our worship. Each week, we gather to once again confess our 
failings before God and man. Each week, we are once again reminded of God’s great love for us in 
Jesus. We hear the pastor absolve us with God’s forgiveness and proclaim to us the Gospel message 
of God’s undeserved grace and mercy for us. We physically take in Jesus’ forgiveness, paid for with 
His body and blood, as we eat and drink the sacramental bread and wine. We partake in this meal as 
we seek to live in harmony with the whole Body of Christ, sharing peace and fellowship with one 
another through the Spirit. This is the heartbeat of our forgiven life in Jesus.  
     And yet those three little words—“I forgive you”—can be so hard to say in the face of real, deep-
seated conflict. Even when we desire reconciliation with our brother or sister in Christ, letting go of 
the payment he or she owes us can be a painful, visceral experience. So throughout this issue, we’ll 
take a closer look at forgiveness—what has been accomplished for us, what God commands of us 
before others, and how to put forgiveness into practice. A new life of true freedom and real peace 
awaits! 
 
 In the same magazine is an interview with speaker, author, and Bible teacher Donna Snow.  
Here are few of the questions and answers that may answer some of our questions 
 

Q: What do Christians often misunderstand about forgiveness from God? 
 

Snow: Sometimes we view God’s forgiveness through the lens of whether or not we think we 
deserve it or have asked for it enough. Perhaps when we remember the hurt our careless words or 
thoughtless actions have caused, we translate that self-condemnation into God’s unforgiveness.  
The truth is that God’s forgiveness has nothing to do with us. It has everything to do with His grace, 
love, and mercy. He promises to remove our transgressions as far as the east is from the west and 
remember them no more (Psalm 103:12). Because Jesus volunteered to pay the wages of our sin, 
God has forgiven us.  
 

Q: What do Christians often misunderstand about giving and receiving 
forgiveness to and from one another?  
 

Snow: When hurt runs deep, holding grudges can feel good. It gives us a focal point for the hurt we 
harbor underneath the anger. We tend to extend forgiveness only when someone asks for it and 
receive forgiveness from others only when we believe we deserve it. Both tread on spiritually 
dangerous waters. God commanded us to forgive as He forgave (Colossians 3:13). He did not hinge 
His forgiveness on whether or not we’ve begged for it wholeheartedly or deserve it unequivocally. 
Forgiveness means sharing the unmitigated grace we have already received. 
     One of the most harmful myths that many of us believe about forgiveness is that holding onto 
unforgiveness gives us power or control over our offender. Nothing could be further from the truth. 
Withholding forgiveness is a self-made jail cell. Christ died to liberate us. Unforgiveness stagnates 
our relationship with God in sinful disobedience. No one’s transgression against us or wound we 
have sustained exceeds our transgressions against God. Yet He has completely forgiven us. 



Q: What does it mean that you are forgiven in Jesus? 
 

Snow: Jesus is the reason we receive God’s forgiveness. Throughout the Old Testament, God de
manded sacrificial bloodshed to seek His forgiveness through burnt offerings (among others). Sin 
requires blood atonement—that is, someone or something’s death. When Jesus volunteered to shed 
His perfect blood and died for imperfect us, it was the once-and-for-all sacrifice for all people of all 
time to receive God’s forgiveness for every sin—past, present, and future. Being forgiven in Jesus 
frees us from the narrative of hate and missions of revenge. It liberates us from our prisons of anger 
and bitterness. Forgiveness in Jesus moves us to abundant life, enabling us to extend the Gospel of 
grace toward others. 
 

Q: What encouragement would you give someone struggling to forgive?  
 

Snow: I’ve been there, and it nearly ruined my life and the relationships with those whom I love 
most. Picture unforgiveness as a giant pink elephant in the middle of your living room. No one talks 
about it, people tiptoe around it, but everyone wishes it would disappear. Days are filled with anxie
ty, anger, and bitterness. Your mom refuses to talk with her sister over a decades-old hurt, so you 
are banned from talking to your cousins. Lives and families can be torn asunder through unfor
giveness. 

MISSIONARY UPDATE – Chris Briggs family 
The website for our missionaries is:  https://deafining-moments.epistle.today/ 
 

COVID Updates 
     Thank you all for your prayers and for sharing this with your churches, small groups, etc. 
Ren – (exposed and tested positive for Covid).  She got her sense of taste back on Wednes
day, and the intense headaches have mostly dissipated (praise the Lord). Her temperature is 
still hovering in the mid 99 range, and she still has been experiencing some body pains 
(especially in the evenings and overnight). She is feeling far more tired/ exhausted than be
fore. We were told this is typical in the second phase. 

I had a meeting with the Ministry of Health yesterday and they are most likely going to 
set up testing at JDV since we have such a close group and the chance for community spread 
is high. I have compiled a list of nearly 65 individuals who they considered mildly or moder
ately likely to have had enough direct or indirect contact to warrant testing (whether they test 
them all is another question). The upside is that we would have confirmation of who does or 
does not have the virus. The downside is that the test results have been taking 7-10 days to 
receive, and they have been quarantining everyone for the full 14 days regardless. If our en
tire campus is quarantined, it will become a logistics nightmare to manage the farm (mostly 
the cattle) and provide food and water (the apartment cistern is empty so we have to use a 
portable bladder to haul water to the building) for a community of 25 people. In theory, our 
family would be the only one out of quarantine. We would also have to shut down all of our 
other businesses which will be challenging to say the least. 

Please continue to pray for healing for all those who had, have or might have COVID. 
Also pray for wisdom and direction regarding testing and the potential quarantine of our 
community. 

https://deafining-moments.epistle.today/


HUMAN VS DIVINE FORGIVENESS 
(More from Lutheran Life magazine, Winter 2021) 

“I forgive you—I just don’t want to have anything to do with you!” 

How would you feel if that was how God responded to your confession? You would likely 
protest: Not fair! That’s not forgiveness!  

You would be correct if you are talking about how God forgives. With His forgiveness, He 
wipes away our sin and restores our relationship with Him. “But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ” (Ephesians 2:13). 

Yet, isn’t that how we sometimes treat someone who sins against us? Yes, I’ll forgive you. But 
I don’t want to have anything to do with you. 

Unbelievers view forgiveness differently than Christians. How can unbelievers forgive as the 
Lord forgave when they don’t believe that they are forgiven by God? 

Unfortunately, it’s not only unbelievers who fail to forgive as God forgives. Christians some
times reflect more of their sinful human nature than their saintly nature when forgiving.  

Distinguishing Biblical Forgiveness from Human Forgiveness  
Misconceptions about biblical forgiveness often evolve from human practices. Note these differ
ences:  
Forgiveness is simply excusing. Phrases such as “That’s okay” or “No problem” minimize sin. To 
unbelievers, it may seem that forgiveness is just another way to excuse an offense. My sins are not 
excused. God’s justice required blood. “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of 
sins” (Hebrews 9:22). But shedding my blood would be futile. God provided the perfect sacrifice. 
“The blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).  

I’ll punish you by withholding forgiveness. You deserve my judgment and condemnation. My sins 
need to be punished, and without Christ, I am condemned! Jesus paid the full price for my sins so 
God doesn’t punish me by withholding forgiveness. “But He was pierced for our transgressions; He 
was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His 
wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).  

I won’t forgive you until you deserve it or earn it. Someone once told me she wouldn’t forgive her 
husband until he proved his contrition with the fruit of repentance. Thanks be to God He doesn’t 
treat me that way! My forgiveness is not dependent upon the depth of my remorse or my works to 
prove that remorse. “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own do
ing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8–9).  

I will never let you forget what you did! My past sins will not be brought up and used against me. 
God promises not to remember my sins or torture me with my past. “For I will forgive their iniquity, 
and I will remember their sin no more” (Jeremiah 31:34).  

What Else Distinguishes Biblical Forgiveness? With God’s forgiveness, I have been de
clared not guilty. “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Je
sus” (Romans 8:1). My sins have been washed away. God no longer views me as sinful but as holy. 
“For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might be-come the right
eousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). Counselors tell clients that forgiving others brings inner 
peace. They advise forgiving for personal healing. Although forgiveness benefits the forgiver, the 
primary reason a Christian forgives is not for personal therapy. He forgives because he has benefited 
from Christ’s forgiveness. Peace does not come from our own actions but from Christ. “Therefore, 
since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Romans 5:1).  



LENTEN SCHEDULE 

 

 

*$2000.00 special pass thru for Fowler funeral expenses 

DATE/TIME EVENT 

Wed 3 March 6:30- 8 
Lent Service 2 (supper) 

Return from Betrayal  

Wed 10 March 6:30-8 
Lent Service 3 (supper) 

Return from False Witness 

Wed 17 March 6:30 – 8 
Lent Service 4 (supper) 

Return from Denial  

Wed 24 March 6:30 – 8 
Lent Service 5 (supper) 

Return to the Kingdom of God  

Thur 1 April 7 – 8 
Mandy Thursday 
Return to the Table  

Fri 2 April 7-8 
Good Friday 

Return to Truth  

Sun 4 April 7 am Sunrise Service 

Sun 4 April 8 am Breakfast 

Sun 4 Apr 10:30 
Easter Service 
Return and See  

  JANUARY YEAR TO DATE 

Income $8,730.00 $8,730.00 

Expenses $9,484.85 $9,484.85 

Net ($754.85) ($754.85) 

Benevolence $3,530.00* $3,530.00 

The world may lead us to believe that to forgive is human. But that’s inconsistent with Scripture. 
To forgive as God forgives is a divine gift, a privilege reserved for those forgiven through Christ. 
Forgiven children of God are called to forgive as the Lord forgives (see Colossians 3:13; Ephesians 
4:32). We have been given a divine gift. And this gift is not meant for us to withhold or dole out ac
cording to our personal whims. God empowers us to perform divine gifts through the gift of His 
Son. “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to right-
eous-ness. By His wounds you have been healed” (1 Peter 2:24, emphasis added). So, brothers and 
sisters, forgive—not as the world does, but as the Lord has forgiven you!  



Jan 14, 2021 

Attendance: Nate Arnold, Ethel Briggs (via Zoom), Audrey Cook, David Culler III, Michael Dourson 

(via zoom), Ashlee Hall (via Zoom), Ralph Hall, Pastor Eric 

Pastor started the meeting with devotions. 

Minutes were handed out. Motion to accept minutes as amended made by Nate, seconded by Mike. 

Motion carried. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

For the month of  Dec.  Receipts of $14,331.00 expenses of $7,206.82. We were +7,124.18 for the 

month. YTD +16,606.24 

Motion to accept treasurer's report for Dec. made by Nate, seconded by Ethel. Motion carried. 

 

Pastoral Acts 
Home Communions: 0  Home Visits/meetings w/parishioners:  3 
Phone Visits: 5   Funerals: 2 

Worship 
 Sermons Preached:  8 (4 Sunday, 1 Christmas Eve, 1 Advent, 2 Funeral) 
 Trinity Ashland Advent Service: 1   
 Children’s Sermons: 2 

Administrative and Preparation 
Administrative:  Echo, bulletin, notebook, email and misc.  
Preparation: Sunday School/Wed. Bible Study: Sermon and worship 

Consultations 
Counseling: 4 – 2 hr sessions  Funeral family counseling: 2- 2hr sessions 

Teaching 

Adult Sunday School:  4   
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 3 Catechism: 1 

Meeting and Activities 

 Church Council:  1   Advent kickoff 
 Youth Christmas shopping and delivery of presents – 6 hrs 
 Pastor Lectionary Discussions (Ashland) – 2 
 Outreach – Richland Pregnancy Center and Harmony House 
      
Upcoming Events 
 Outreach for Feb - personal hygiene for Food Pantry 
 Congregational Meeting: January 24th 
 

Pastor noted that we need to vote on a NALC constitutional change at the annual meeting.  It is to 
change the convocation from annually to bi-annually. 

 
Mike Dourson made a motion to be put before the congregation.  Council is supporting the adoption of 
Chris Briggs for missionary support.  The motion is as follows: 

Give a target amount of $200 to Chris Briggs each month.  If we don’t collect $200, the 
church will make up the difference out of the general fund. 



COMMITTEE REPORTS 
• Finance Committee – presented the proposed 2021 budget. The total budget amount is $125,264.   

It will be presented for congregational approval at the annual meeting. 
• Property - Nate stated that First Class Roofing gave a quote for a metal roof and removing the as

bestos shingles – worst case scenario $74,000. Sheriff Goslin’s quote for shingles is $28,000 with no 
removal of asbestos.  Dave made the motion and Mike seconded for the following to be presented at 
the annual meeting. “Council recommends we spend $38,000 for metal roof with asbestos shingle 
removal at approx. $35,000.  Shingles would be $28,000 plus asbestos shingle removal.”  Motion 
carried. 

• Ralph changed the outlet for the coffee maker in the John Fox Room.  It should not be unplugged, 
just turn off the switch on the outlet. 

• Youth Group – Pastor delivered gifts to the family and they were very appreciative.  Pastor and 
Freda will be working on quarterly activities for the Youth Group. 

OLD BUSINESS 
• Pastor has received phone calls re: the movie.  There is confusion about how the money works.  Will 

the movie reflect Mt. Zion’s theology and values?   Does the production company reflect the same? 

NEW BUSINESS 
• Congregational Meeting Agenda for January 24- 
• Roof 
• Missionary 
• NALC Constitution 
• Movie discussion 
• LAMA meeting on Jan. 27th – will discuss community VBS.  We will use the material that was pur

chased last year. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Audrey, seconded by Nate.  Motion carried. 

Meeting closed with The Lord's Prayer  

Respectfully submitted,  

Audrey Cook, Council Sec 

Outreach for March 
People helping people:   a non profit organization whose mission is to provide a daily 

meal to those in need 365 days a year, rain or shine, at 73 Bowman 

St in Mansfield, Ohio at 11 am, Sunday’s at noon. 

Like we did in November, we will provide a meal.  Due to Corona 

Virus restrictions, we must package the food ahead of time. What 

we will be serving and when is to be determined but will be an

nounced with plenty of advanced notice.  Last time we also pro

vided socks and it was welcomed and we would like to do that 

again.  Keep watch for details. 



He was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and 
angels attended him. 
Mark 1:13 

Attentive Love 
     Imagine coming home from a hard day. You call a friend, talk to your spouse, or pour out your 
heart to your mom or dad. You are hoping for comfort and encouragement. But you get no re
sponse, no reaction. Your confidant just sits there, staring into space, saying nothing. After a few 
minutes of silence, if you don’t say it out loud, you might be saying it in your head: “Don’t you 
care?” 
     Although there may be times when the people in your life don’t seem to care, you can be sure 
that God cares. He cares when you cry. He cares when you worry. And he cares when you are be
ing tempted to do the wrong thing and go the wrong way. 
     Fighting against temptation is a daily battle for every Christian. When we want to do the right 
thing, evil is always there to sabotage us. We do the evil we are trying to avoid and avoid the good 
we are trying to do. It is exhausting. 
     Thanks be to God; we don’t fight those battles alone, and we don’t win them on our own. God 
attends to our every need. He puts his name on us and claims us as his own. He gives us the victo
ry Jesus won by resisting every temptation for us and paying for our failures to resist temptation 
with his holy lifeblood. You are God’s child. He loves you. 
     He even has special, powerful allies to assist him in caring for you. The Bible says that God 
sends his angels to attend you in all your ways. When you face temptation, his angels are at hand 
to reinforce you. When you fight temptation and the devil flees, the protection provided by God’s 
angels refreshes you in keeping with God’s life-giving Word. 
     God cares. All day, all night, his angels watch over you. 
     Keep praying that is where our strength comes from. 
 
Ralph Hall 
Council president 

Please continue to pray for our fellow members and friends: 

 
Members: Mary Fowler, Harrison Gapter, Kate Steward. Family and others: Bev and Julio Alonso, 
Mark Alt, Tyler Duckworth, Lydia Frank, Jennifer Keiser, Sharon Keiser, Lou Leasor, Tom Lyons, 
Jim Nagel, Analisa Pawlokoski, Kathy Reining, Sara Schwendeman, Diane Seifert, Helen Soria, 
Avalyn Stepp, Rae Walker, Matt Williams, Charlie Winger, and Kay Zgela. Our front-line workers 
and any of those who may have been stricken by the virus. 
 



TIME TO ORDER EASTER FLOWERS  
Orders due by Sunday, March 7th   

With the Easter season rapidly approaching, we must have your orders by Sunday, March 
7

th
. IF YOU WISH TO PURCHASE A LILY, PLEASE LET US KNOW BY FEB. 21! 

(Greenhouse needs to know early, payment can be made later.) Please give your order 
form and payment to Amity Arnold or leave in the secretary’s office. *Please, if paying by 
check rather than cash, make your checks payable to Mt. Zion Lutheran Church with 
memo stating “Altar Guild Easter Flowers.” As always, potted plants may be purchased in 
memory or honor of a loved one.  

 

 
   

Name:______________________________________________________  

  

Please enter my order as a Memorial in the name of: 

______________________________________________________  

Please enter my order as a Gift in Honor of:  

______________________________________________________  

I would like my/our names to read as follows:  

______________________________________________________  

FLOWER COLOR PRICE 
PER 

NUMBER 
WANTED 

      TOTAL COST 

Tulips Yellow $8.50   

 Red $8.50   

 Pink $8.50   

Hyacinths Blue $8.50   

 Pink $8.50   

 White $8.50   

Lilies White $8.50   

Daffodils Yellow $8.50   

  Total:   



During the month of March, you are encouraged to greet and pray for these members 
and friends of Mt. Zion Lutheran Church who are celebrating birthdays and anniver-

saries. 

**If there is anyone you would like to add to our Birthday/Anniversary list either in honor of, or in memory of,  
please contact the Church Office with your request!  Thank you! 

 

During the month of March, we THANK these members who are offering  
their service to the church in various ways: 

 Lector       Acolyte        Fellowship Time   Nursery 

   7 Marie McKenna  Atticus Hall  Melinda Hall   Ashlee Hall 

 14   Ralph Hall   Zac Winters  Marie McKenna  Melinda Hall 

 21 Tim Cooper   Colin Arnold  Freda Steward  Mary Tomlinson 

 28 Kim Smollen   Keegan Arnold Linda Sweval  Audrey Cook 
 

Ushers  Bill and Jan Grubaugh 

Communion  Ralph Hall 

Offering Counters Ethel Briggs and Nate Arnold 

Altar Guild  Amity Arnold and Marie McKenna 

1  Matt Culler 

6  Nathan Arnold 

10  Jacob Arnold 

16  Mike Grover 

19  Lee Cook  

20  Keegan Arnold 

22  David Graham 

26 Freda Steward 

27  Carson Hauger 

28  Ashlee Hall 

29  Nancy Andres 

30  Bart Robertson 

17  Jeff and Ayesha Fraizer 

21 Charles and Diane Winger 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Pastor in office  

12-4 

Karen in office 

2 

Pastor in office  

11-4  

Karen in office 

3 

Pastor in office  

11-8 

Lent Services 7 pm 

4 

Pastor in office 9-4; 

Elaine in office 

5 

Pastor in office  

10-5 

6 

7 

Communion 

8 

Pastor in office  

12-4 

Karen in office 

9 

Pastor in office  

11-4  

Karen in office 

10 

Pastor in office  

11-8 

Lent Services 7 pm 

11 

Pastor in office 9-4; 

Elaine in office 

Council Meeting 

12 

Pastor in office  

10-5 

LAFP Delivery 

13 

LAFP Distribution 

14 

Catechism 6-8 

15 

Pastor in office  

12-4 

Karen in office 

16 

Pastor in office  

11-4  

Karen in office 

17 

Pastor in office  

11-8 

Lent Services 7 pm 

18 

Pastor in office 9-4; 

Elaine in office 

19 

Pastor in office  

10-5 

20 

21 

Communion 

22 

Pastor in office  

12-4 

Karen in office 

23 

Pastor in office  

11-4  

Karen in office 

24 

Pastor in office  

11-8 

Lent Services 7 pm 

25 

Pastor in office 9-4; 

Elaine in office 

26 

Pastor in office  

10-5 

LAFP Delivery 

27 

LAFP Distribution 

28 

Palm Sunday 

Holy Week 

Catechism 6-8 

29 

Pastor in office  

12-4 

Karen in office 

30 

Pastor in office  

11-4  

Karen in office 

31 

Pastor in office  

11-8 
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church 

4065 Mt. Zion Road 

Lucas, OH  44843 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to spring your 

clocks ahead on March 14!!! 


