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The Body of Christ 

Most of you all know that my mother fell at the end of April and 
broke her hip/leg which required surgery and rehabilitation at 
Kingston in Ashland.  Before she would be able to come home, we 
had to get the house ready, which meant we needed a ramp build to 
get into the house.  The question arose, who does this kind of thing 
and quickly since we wanted her home by the beginning of June.  
Well when I was an intern at Trinity in Ashland, there were a group of 
retired gentlemen who formed a ramp building ministry.  So I quickly 
contacted Larry Franks, who was on the ministry team, and he agreed 
to come out and take measurements.  After consulting with the other 
gentlemen, it was agreed they would come out and build the ramp on 
Tuesday May 25th.  I was absolutely amazed at the dedication, 
professionalism, and care they took in building a ramp in just under 3 hours.  The picture is of these 
fantastic ramp-builders and the ramp.   

The reason I am writing this story as the cover letter for this month’s echo is 
because this is a great picture of the Body of Christ.  These brothers of mine 
and of yours, took time out of their lives to do some pretty hard work for a 
sister in need without asking anything in return.  That is what Jesus has 
called us to do.  The three synoptic gospels all contain the answer to a 
question:  What is the greatest commandment?  Jesus’ reply is in some 
variation to this:  “love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind 
(and strength) and the second is like it, love your neighbor as 
yourself.” (Mark12:30-31; Luke 10:27; Matthew 22: 37-39).  The body of 
Christ in action…loving your neighbor. 

Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 12 that we all have different gifts and abilities that God has 
given us.  These gifts are to be used for the edification of the body…the church.  These men were 
given the gift of construction, for which I am extremely thankful for and a gift that I do not have.  
They are using their gifts to build up the body of Christ and are a great example of what it means to 
be part of the body of Christ.  Paul in his discussion of the body states:  18But now God has arranged 
the members in the body, each and every one of them, as he desired. 19 If they were all one member, 
where would the body be? 20But as it is, there are many members, yet one body…  
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25He did it so that there might not be any division in the body, but that 
the members might all have the same concern for one another. 26So if one 
member suffers, all the members suffer with it, or if one member is hon-
ored, all the members rejoice with it. 27You are the body of Christ, and 
individually you are members of it. 

You and I are members of the body of Christ.  Each of us has a gift 
God has given us for the edification, the encouragement, the building up, 
the training, the directing, and the loving of the church.  Summer is upon 
us, what a great time to use our gifts for doing just that.  My challenge to 
each of us this summer is to find ways to love one another, build one an-
other up, by using the gift (s) that God has blessed you with.  I am not talking about giving up your 
job and living a radically different life (unless that is the call of God upon you), but about looking at 
your gifts and seeing where that gift would benefit the body and following through with it.  Let it be 
a summer in which the community of Lucas, Perrysville, Loudonville, Mifflin, and Mansfield take 
notice of this little country church that loves and serves one another by using our gifts.   
Pastor Eric 

 
 

  APRIL YEAR TO DATE 

Income $8,614.00 $38,013.36 

Expenses $8,833.98 $39,638.26 

Net -219.98 -1,624.90 

Benevolence $565.00 $5776.00 

Congratulations confirmands 
 Keegan Arnold 
 Lilly Fraizer 
 Bobby Grover 
 Atticus Hall 
 Zac Winters 

June 6th 

Lucas Community VBS 
July 12-16, Grace Bible 

5:30 Meal 6-8 VBS 
Kindergarten thru 6th Grade 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Lucas Area Ministerial Association is sponsoring a 
community VBS this year. Your help is needed…crafts, team leader, helper, Recrea-
tion Leader/helper.  Mt Zion is responsible for the meal on Thursday, July 15th. 



Council Minutes April 8, 2021 
Attendance: Nate Arnold, Ethel Briggs, Audrey Cook, David Culler III, Michael Dourson, Ashlee 
Hall (via zoom), and Pastor Eric.  Ralph Hall was excused. 

Pastor Eric opened the meeting with devotions and prayer  

Minutes were handed out. Motion to accept minutes as amended made by Mike, seconded by  
Ethel. Motion carried. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
For the month of March: Receipts of $7,006.50 expenses of $10,712.44. We were -$3,706.44 for the 
month and -$1,404.92 for the year.   

Motion was made to accept treasurer's report for March. by Mike, seconded by Ashlee. Motion 
carried. 

We have received 8 pledges for the roof for over $19,000.  Our property insurance was placed with 
Brotherhood Mutual.  Our current insurance carrier was going to raise our premium by 40%. 

Pastoral Acts 
Home Communions: 0 Home Visits/meetings w/parishioners:  2 
Phone Visits: 2  Weddings: 1 

Worship 
 Sermons Preached:  8 (4 Sundays and 4 Lent) Communion: 3 
 Children’s Sermons: 3     Lent Services: 4 

Administrative and Preparation (90 hrs) 
Administrative:  Echo, bulletin, notebook, email and misc.  
Preparation: Sunday School/Wed. Bible Study: Sermon and worship 

Consultations 
Counseling: 2 – 2 hr sessions  Wedding Rehearsal: 2 hr 

Teaching 
 Adult Sunday school:  4     
 Catechism: 2 

Meeting and Activities 
 Church Council:  1    Wedding (here and venue)    
 People Helping People   
 Pastor Lectionary Discussions (Ashland): 4 

Upcoming Events: 
 Funeral: April 9 
 Confirmation Dinner: April 25 
 National Day of Prayer May 6 @LCC 
 Congregational Meeting May 16 
 Confirmation June 6 
 Lucas Community VBS – July 12-16   

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 PROPERTY 
• Another payment needs to be made for the roof. 
• Audrey Cook brought up the need for a handrail on the lector side.  Readers have nothing to hold 

onto to get up and down the steps.  David will call the contractor that did the renovations.   
• Once roof is complete Nate will contact the people regarding the sign in the front of the church. 
• So far, no damage has been found on the roof. 



COMMITTEE REPORTS– continued 

 WORSHIP 
• Ethel Briggs asked if she could offer the craft items that she makes for sale after church some 

Sundays.  She would donate proceeds ½ to roof, ¼ to missionary, and ¼ to water ministry.  
Council agreed this would be fine. 

FELLOWSHIP 
• The committee would like to do a combined Mothers’ Day/Fathers’ Day breakfast or lunch ei-

ther on June 6 or 13. 

OLD BUSINESS 
• Roof is going well 
• AED has been purchased and is in the office.  Nate will install it. 
• Community VBS will be held July 12-16.  Council decided we will not be doing a separate VBS 

this year, due to timing.  We need a representative from Mt. Zion for the community VBS. 

NEW BUSINESS 
• 2 Books will be doing the movie with the LCC being the fiscal agent.  Mt. Zion needs to transfer 

the movie rights to 2 Books.  Ethel made a motion: Mt. Zion Lutheran Church will transfer mov-
ie rights to 2 Books.  Ashlee seconded.  Mike abstained.  Motion carried 

• Council members for 2021:  Audrey Cook is going off council having served 2 terms.  Ken  
Frayer agreed to run.  David Culler’s first term is up and he agreed to run for a second term. 

• Ohio Mission Region will have their convocation on May 1, virtually.  Any member of an 
NALC congregation can attend.  Registration is through Ethel.  It is from 9:00 to 10:00 am. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Nate seconded by Mike.  Motion carried. 

Meeting closed with The Lord's Prayer  

Respectfully submitted,  

Audrey Cook, Council Sec 

June Outreach 
Soap Box Derby Time (2nd Annual) 

June 6th – June 27th 

WHAT IS THIS? – We are collecting donations of various soap products to 

be distributed at the Lucas Area Food Pantry. 

What Specifically are we looking for?  

Bar Soap of any kind 

Liquid Dish soap (Preferably Dawn or Palmolive)  
small bottles ok 

Liquid (pump style) Hand Soap 

 
A Box is provided at the sanctuary entrance from the educational wing  



[Jesus said] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. . .. You are the branches. . .. This is to 

my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” 

John 15:1,5,8. 

If you walk through any cemetery, you will notice the dash between the dates. 

Everyone has a “born on” date. And we all have an “expiration” date. Everything in between is 

summed up with a “dash.” The question is, what do we do with the “dash” between those dates? 

What are we supposed to do with our lives? 

Look to plant life for the answer. A vine produces grapes. A flower blooms. A stalk sprouts ears of 

corn. But is it the farmer who makes it happen? He chooses the seed and gives it life by planting it 

in good soil. He makes it grow and flourish by watering it and weeding around it. So, when a plant 

is fruitful, the glory belongs to the farmer. 

This is the way for God’s people. From eternity he chose us to be his own. Through faith in his Son, 

our Savior, he gives us life. By his word, he causes us to grow and flourish in line with his will. So, 

when we are fruitful, it is because God is at work in us for his good pleasure (Philippians 2:13). 

So, what do we do with the dash? What are we supposed to do with our lives? We don’t all bear the 

same fruits, but we all have the same Father. He loves us. He gives us life and the ability to produce. 

“So, whatever you do, do it all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). 

Thank you. 

Ralph Hall 

Missionary Update 
Ren and Caitlin will be headed to the US in a few weeks 

Please keep Ren and Caitlin in your prayers as both of them will be 
headed back to the US for a few weeks in early June for some medical 
consultations and to prepare for new renters for our home.  

     Caitlin has had a few more visits with the cardiologist here in Jamaica 
and is scheduled for two more days in Kingston next week. At this point, 
they are leaning towards an orthostatic intolerance similar to PoTS but 
with some noted differences. The cardiologist here is hoping that she can 
get a referral to consult with one of his mentors at Vanderbilt University. 
We are trying to get the ball rolling with her primary care physician be-

fore they leave so that they can minimize their time away, but it can be a challenge since they haven't 
seen her in nearly a year. 

     Also pray that we will be able to get her passport back from the Passport, Immigration, and Citi-
zenship Agency next week. To make a long story short, they have had her passport since mid-
November due to some bureaucratic issues between the local branch and the main office in King-
ston. When Ren and Caitlin went to pick up the passport on Thursday, the supervisor of the local 
branch was quite unprofessional and honestly mean to them and had Caitlin in tears because he 
wouldn't release the passport. When I went on Friday afternoon and arrived 55 minutes before clos-
ing, security barred me and two others from entering saying that we needed to be there at least an 
hour prior to closing to gain entry to the office. When I vented to some friends, they said that PICA 
is constantly criticized by Jamaicans as being problematic and unprofessional. This had not been my 
experience in the past, but these last few visits are making me reconsider. 



Included In Our Prayers Today Are: 
 Members: Harrison Gapter, Kate Steward. Family and others: Bev Alonso, Mark 

Alt, Tyler Duckworth, Sharon Keiser, Lou Leasor, Tom Lyons, Jim Nagel, Sue 
Packard, Kathy Reining, Sara Schwendeman, Helen Soria, Katie Spear, Matt Wil-

liams, Charlie Winger, and Kay Zgela. Our front-line workers and any of those 
who may have been stricken by the virus. 

**************** 

During the month of June, you are encouraged to greet and pray for these members and friends of 

Mt. Zion Lutheran Church who are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries. 

During the month of June, we THANK these members who are offering  
their service to the church in various ways: 

 Lector   Acolyte  Fellowship Time  Nursery 

  6 Mike Dourson   Ryan Culler  Melinda Hall   Audrey Cook 

13 Mary Tomlinson  Xavier Hall  Marie McKenna  Valeria Winters 

20 Dave Culler   Ian Culler  Julie Ferrell   Martha Dourson  

27 Audrey Cook  Outdoor Service Linda Sweval  Shelby/Jamie Grover 
 

 

  Ushers  Judd and Gary Cook 

  Communion  Dave Culler 

  Offering Counters Ethel Briggs & Ashlee Hall 

  Altar Guild  Vanessa Barrett & Linda Sweval 

 

 03 Ryan Culler 

 04 Scott Cooper 

 04 Brady Anschutz 

 04 Gene Steward 

 10 Jeb Grover 

 12 Jackie Arnold 

 13 Janet Grover 

 

17 Andrew Culler, Sr. 

18 Melinda Hall 

19 Janet Grubaugh 

24 Shelby Cooper ( In Memory) 

25 Elaine Baughman 

26 Ayesha Fraizer 

29 Atticus Hall 

 

 05 Dan & Audrey Gaston 

 06 Tim & Joyce Boggs 

 08 Bill & Janet Grubaugh 

 13 Joe & Jackie Arnold 

 14 Ron & Patty Robertson 

 20 Mike & Joanie Smith 

 27 Judd & Jessica Cook 

 27 Chuck & Ethel Briggs 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Pastor in office  

10-3 

Karen in office  

2 

Pastor in office   

12-9 

Bible Study 

3 

Pastor in office 9-3 

Elaine in office 

4 

Pastor in office 9-3 

5 

6 

Confirmation 

Communion 

7 

Pastoral Meeting 

10-11, in office    

12-3 

Karen in office  

8 

Pastor in office  

10-3 

Karen in office  

9 

Pastor out of office    

NO BIBLE 

STUDY 

10 

Pastor is out of 

office but available 

 

11 

Pastor is out of 

office but available  

LAFP 

12 

LAFP 

13 

Combined      

Mother’s/Father’s 

Day Breakfast 9:00 

 

14 

Pastoral Meeting 

10-11, in office    

12-3 

Karen in office  

15 

Pastor in office  

10-3 

Karen in office  

16 

Pastor in office   

12-9 

Bible Study 

17 

Pastor in office 9-3 

Elaine in office 

18 

Pastor in office 9-3 

19 

20 

Father’s Day 

Communion 

21 

Pastoral Meeting 

10-11, in office    

12-3 

Karen in office  

22 

Pastor in office  

10-3 

Karen in office  

23 

Pastor in office   

12-9 

Bible Study 

24 

Pastor in office 9-3 

Elaine in office 

25 

Pastor in office 9-3 

LAFP 

26 

LAFP 

27 28 

Pastoral Meeting 

10-11, in office    

12-3 

Karen in office  

29 

Pastor in office  

10-3 

Karen in office  

30 

Pastor in office   

12-9 

Bible Study 
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As we jointly celebrate Mother's Day and Father's Day, please join the Fellowship 
Committee for breakfast at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, June 13th at the church.  We'll 
offer "eggs and goetta" (a German tradition of sausage, oatmeal and spices) along 
with fruit, bagels, and coffee cake.  Good food, good fellowship and friends in 
Christ!  See you there!  


