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                             New Beginnings   

 
By the time you receive this echo, we will have celebrated the coming of yet 
another New Year.  Unfortunately, not much as changed since 2020 except 
this year is also 2020 (2022…twenty, twenty too).  Well, if you are like most 
people, you have already broken or forgotten the New Years resolutions you 
made.  The problem is not with the resolutions but their intent.  Most 
resolutions involve something you want to give up and to give it up you have 
to change.  We quickly discover that we don’t really want to change, and 
therefore, the resolutions fail.  So what is the solution? 

     Well, rather than concentrating on change, we need to concentrate on New Beginnings.  When a 
new year begins we get rid of the old calendar and start a new one.  WE need to be able to do the 
same thing with parts of our lives.  We need to put aside the way we used to do things and start 
afresh.  But how do we do that? 
     Unfortunately, there is no magic formula that always works.  There are, however, a few things 
you might want to consider. 
First, Be prepared to adapt:  Portia Nelson shares five short, somewhat humorous ideas of 
adaptation: 

I walk down the street.  There is a deep hole in the sidewalk.  I fall in.  I am lost and helpless.  It 
isn’t my fault and it takes a while to find a way out. 

I walk down the street.  There is a deep hole in the sidewalk.  I pretend I don’t see it.  I fall in. I 
can’t believe I am in the same place, but it isn’t my fault.  It still takes a long time to get out. 

I walk down the street.  There is a deep hole in the sidewalk.  I see it there.  I still fall in.  It’s a 
habit now.  My eyes are open.  I know where I am.  It’s my fault.  I get out immediately. 

I walk down the street.  There is a deep hole in the sidewalk.  I walk around it. 
I walk down a different street. 

We laugh because it surely wouldn’t take us 5 tries to avoid a hole in the sidewalk.  But substitute 
some other less desirable habit and it is us.  The important pint is that the person kept beginning 
again (and adapting).  Like this person, don’t concentrate on what did not work.  Keep adapting 
until you find something that does work.  The same thing applies to your faith.  Hebrews 12:1a-
2a says:  let us get rid of every burden and the sin that so easily ensnares us, and let us run with 
patient endurance the race that is laid out for us. 2 Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who is 
the author of our faith and the one who brings it to its goal. 
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Second.  Have a child-like faith:  Tania Grey shares this story about faith (paraphrased): 
In a small Midwestern community, a drought was continuing.  The important rain for the 
crops and sustenance was become urgent so the local church planned a prayer meeting to ask 
God for rain.   
The congregation filled in and the pastor made his way through the groups to the front so he 
could quiet the crowd to start the meeting when he noticed an eleven year old girl sitting in 
the front row.  She was beaming with excitement and sitting next to her was a bright red um-
brella, ready for use.  The pastor smiled, realizing this young girl possessed a faith the rest of 
the people seemed to have forgotten.  They came to pray for rain…she came to see God an-
swer. 

   Faith has been defines as “not believing that God can, but knowing that he will.”  Beginning again 
   involves asking God for his help and knowing he will provide it. 

Third.  Get motivated:  Zig Ziglar tells a story about motivation (paraphrased): 
A man worked 2nd shift and always walked to and from work.  One night the moon was so 
bright that he decided to take a shortcut through the town cemetery.  There were no problems 
so he did this night after night. 
One night, as he was walking his route through the cemetery, he did not realize that a fresh 
grave was dug along his path and he fell into the grave. He desperately tried to get out but his 
efforts failed him and so he decided to relax and wait until morning when someone could help 
him out.  So he sat down in the corner and fell asleep. 
A little later a drunk man stumbled into the grave and woke the worker up.  The drunk desper-
ately tried to get out, clawing frantically at the sides.  Fully awake now, the shift worker 
reached out and touched the drunk on the leg and said: “friend, you can’t get out of here…”  
But he did! 

   Fear is a great motivator.  So is putting your trust in God.  Remember, “If God is for us, who is  
   against us?” (Rom 8:31) and “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” (Phil 4:13).  
   Whatever your basic motivation, however, beginning again needs for you to trust in God to keep it 
   going. 

Fourth.  Keep challenging yourself:  The late Howard Hendricks gives us this story (paraphrased): 
Not long ago I lost one of my best friends, a 94 year old woman who was one of the most ex-
citing people I’ve ever met.  The last time I saw her was at one of those sterile Christian par-
ties…you know the ones that people sit around looking pious.  Well, she walked in and 
said,”Hendricks, I haven’t seen you for a long time.  What are the five best books you have 
read in the past year?” 
You see she had a way of changing a group’s dynamics.  He philosophy was, let’s not bore 
each other; let’s get into a discussion, and if we can’t find anything to discuss, let’s get into an 
argument.  She was 90 on her last trip to the Holy Land.  She went with a bunch of NFL play-
ers, often out front yelling back to them, “come on men, get with it!” 
She died in her sleep at her daughter’s home.  Her daughter told me that just before she died, 
she had written out her goals for the next ten years. 

   To persevere is to “persist in an undertaking despite difficulties.”  As Paul tells us, “And let us not 
   grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart” (Gal 6:9). 
   Beginning again requires that we keep challenging ourselves throughout our lives, even if we live  
   to be 94.   



Five.  Have a meaningful purpose:  Josh McDowell gives us the following tale (paraphrased): 
A “head-hunter” is a  person who goes out and interviews and hires corporation execs.  A head
-hunter I know told me that when he is trying to hire someone he likes to disarm him or her.  
He takes off his coat. loosens his tie, props up his feet, and talks about baseball, football, fam-
ily, whatever.  When he thinks the candidate is relaxed, he looks him squarely  in the eye and 
asks, “what is your purpose in life?”  It is amazing how he can use this question to get them to 
come and work for his company. 
He was interviewing this fellow one day.  He had him all disarmed, feet up on the desk talking 
about football.  Then he leaned up and said, “what is your purpose in life, Bob?”  Without 
blinking an eye, Bob responded, “To go to heaven and take as many people with me as I can.”  
For the first time in his career, the head-hunter was speechless. 

   Beginning again requires having a meaningful purpose.  What you    
   are beginning determines what that purpose is.  If you are redefining  
   your life, however, Bob’s purpose is as good as it gets.  The great  
   commission is just as valid a goal today as it was almost two thou- 
   sand years ago.   
 So there you have it, 5 ideas to consider when beginning again.  All of these involve God’s  
    involvement in order to work.  Maybe our prayer this new year should be something like this: 

O God, help me to believe in beginnings and in my beginning again, no matter how often I 
have failed before.  Help me to make beginnings, to begin forgiving that I may experience 
mercy, to begin questioning the unquestionable that I may know truth, to begin disciplining 
and sacrificing and risking and loving.  Help me be a beginning for others by pointing them 
to you, a beginning of hope for the despairing, a beginning of freedom for the oppressed, 
comfort for the sorrowing and friendship for the forgotten.  Help me believe in beginnings, 
to make a beginning, to grow anew each day that you have called me to live with the pas-
sion of Jesus Christ, through the one who gives us new beginnings each and every day.  
Amen 

Pastor Eric 

Finances 
   NOVEMBER YEAR TO DATE 

Income $8,607.00 $106,904.02 

Expenses $8,173.25 $109,034.33  

Net $433.75 -($2,130.31) 

Benevolence $731.25 $15,277.35 

Event Reminder 
 

"Questions of science in the Bible" 
Saturday January 29 at the Lucas Community Center at 6 pm.  



EPIPHANY DINNER AND EXCHANGE 

“The Gentile Christmas” 
Thursday January 6th at 6 pm.  Heavy hors de vours followed by a white 

elephant book exchange.  A night of celebrating the gentile Christmas 

of the wise men bringing their gifts to Jesus.  Join us for the fun. 

 

The Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting will be January 

23rd immediately  following the service.  All committee 

chairs should have their reports to the secretary by January 

12th . 

As we finish 2021 let us start anew. 
And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of in-
sight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day 
of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and 
praise of God. 
Philippians 1:9-11 

In With the New 
Some educators have said that the key to adult learning is “unlearning.” All too often, learning a 
new skill is made more difficult later in life because of one’s previous experience. Then it be-
comes necessary to first unlearn earlier habits and practices to make room for the new. 

When the Lord calls us sinners to repentance, he demands that we turn away from the sinful atti-
tudes and behaviors that had separated us from him. His law shows us the disastrous end of our 
disobedience and convinces us that the path we were on only leads to death. The Lord’s goal is 
not our eternal humiliation but that in humble faith, we might turn to him and live. He points us to 
Christ Jesus, his Son, whose sacrifice canceled our debt and whose righteousness is credited as 
our own. 

Where once there was nothing but barren, unfertile ground, now a bountiful garden grows. Our 
hearts have been nourished by the love of God, in Christ. They have been watered by his promises 
of free forgiveness, and a new and holy life has begun in us as a result. The Holy Spirit continues 
to cultivate these new attitudes through the Word so that they might produce “the fruit of right-
eousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.” 

Our Prayer: 
Lord, you have come to me with your Word to bring me to repentance. Turn my heart away from 
sin and everything that would turn me away from you. Replace my selfish habits with new atti-
tudes of selflessness, love, and compassion for others. Let Christ’s love for all inspire me to live 
for him and others, so that my whole life may bring glory to your name. Amen. 
From Ralph Hall 



November 11, 2021, Zion Council Meeting Minutes 

Attendance: Nate Arnold, Ethel Briggs, David Culler III, Michael Dourson, Ashlee Hall, Ralph 
Hall, Pastor Eric Steward; Ken Frayer was excused. 

Pastor Eric opened the meeting with devotions related to Jeremiah 3:21-22 and Psalm 51. 

Minutes from September 9th meeting were handed out. Motion to accept with amendment by 
Ashlee and seconded by Dave.  Motion passed. 

Treasures report for October income $10,502.31 expenses $9,097.65Church is $2564.06 in the 
red for the year. 

Motion to accept report by Nate Arnold and second by Ethel.  Motion passed. 

Pastor’s report: 
Pastoral Acts 

Home Communions: 0 Home Visits/meeting with Parishioners:  3  
Phone Visits: 5 Hospitals:  1 

Worship 

 Sermons Preached:   5 Communion: 3 
 Children’s Sermons: 1   Other Services:  2 (funeral) 

Administrative and Preparation (95 hrs) 

 Administrative:  Echo, bulletin, notebook, PowerPoint slides, email and miscellaneous 

 Preparation:  Sunday School/Wednesday Bible Study/Catechism; Sermon and worship 

Consultations 

Counseling:  4 (2 marriage, 2 funeral) = 9 hrs        Phone Counseling: 1 = 1 hr 

Teaching 

 Adult Sunday School:  5   Wednesday Bible Study:  4 

 Catechism: 1 

Meeting and Activities 

Church Council:  1 Calling Hrs/funeral:  4  

Joining Jesus on His Mission Seminar 

Other: 

 Outreach:  9 Oct yard work (2 hrs) 
 Pumpkin carving/Chili Cookoff 
 Reformation lunch 
 Chemo treatment/doctors appointments 

Upcoming Events 

Community Thanksgiving Service – Tuesday, November 23rd, Pleasant Valley 7 pm 
Advent begins - November 28 (Need families to read) 
Wednesday Advent Services 
 

Committee reports: 

Finance- Nothing else to report. 

 



Property- Gripper strips put on east steps by Ethel and Chuck and also on the back steps.  Commit-
tee recommended not putting gutters on the southwest corner of the church. As Nate pointed out at a 
previous meeting, there is no gutter spouting on main entrance of the church on the southwest side. 
He talked with someone about adding a gutter, but we are missing some supporting structure.  After 
some discussion, it was decided to not add the gutter, unless we have a long term plan to upgrade the 
basement space.   Some additional work may be needed on the front entrance steps. 

Worship/Education/Evangelism- combined Sunday school with a study on the evangelism ap-
proach of Reverend Finke was very well received.  Classes will continue as the group goes through 
the book.   

Fellowship- After the success of the chili cook-off, the committee suggested a continuation with var-
ious types of foods including fondue, loaded baked potatoes, sundae bar, pizza, spaghetti, and tacos.  
There was also some discussion of a white elephant gift exchange.  Finally, several gift cards for $50 
were recommended for our 6 church workers. 

Alter Guild- Nothing else to report, but running out of storage, perhaps use the room downstairs? 

Youth Group – Looking for a new Leader 

New Business-  
• Request made to upgrade the kids activity kits.  Perhaps have Emily do this?  Ashlee volunteered 

to look into this.  
• White elephant on January 6th to coincide with Epiphany. 
• Advent.  Activity chain that families would one per week pull off a part of the chain and do what 

is on the chain; small stuff, November 28th. 80+ chains.  Meat provided by fellowship committee 
and the rest of the church to provide side dishes.  

• December outreach will be a monetary donation to help the Ethiopian Lutheran Seminary. 
• Pick a family and buy gifts; the youth group to coordinate. 

Old Business 
Trinity Ashland Grant fund request has been sent in.  Again, we are asking for monies to pay off 
any remaining money on Sanctuary roof replacement and money to reroof the educational wing 
and pave the parking lot. The money will be placed in our bank accounts till we decide to use it in 
the future.  

Good and Welfare 
Several new folks were at the school levee meeting reported by Nate. 

Motion to adjourn by Nate Second by Ethel.  Motion passed. 

The meeting closed with praying for those listed in the bulletin and the Lords Prayer. 

The journey begins at Advent 
     When Advent began on November 28, 2021, so did a new church year for liturgical congrega-
tions. The church seasons, which correspond to key events in Jesus’ life, begin with the four-week 
Advent period of preparation for our coming Savior at Christmas. After the 12-day season of Christ-
mas is Epiphany, which begins January 6 and continues through Ash Wednesday, the beginning of 
Lent. That period of preparation culminates in Holy Week, and then Easter marks the pinnacle of 
every church year. Forty days after the Resurrection we celebrate Ascension, and 10 days after that, 
the Pentecost season begins; it lasts until Advent, when the cycle begins again.  
     “Like a great waterwheel,” writes Joan Chittister, “the liturgical year goes on relentlessly irrigat-
ing our souls, softening the ground of our hearts, nourishing the soil of our lives until the seed of the 
Word of God itself begins to grow in us, comes to fruit in us, ripens in us the spiritual journey of a 
lifetime.” 



Epiphany wonder 
 

Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder at what they see: 
heaven on earth, earth in heaven, humanity in God, God 
in humanity, one whom the whole universe cannot con-
tain now enclosed in a tiny body. As they look ... their 
symbolic gifts bear witness: incense for God, gold for a 
king, myrrh for one who is to die. 

                                                         —Peter Chrysologus (5th century) 

 
Jesus was revealed to shepherds and wise men. They 
are made to be like little children, capable only of re-
ceiving. This is what Epiphany makes of us, children 
of the Heavenly Father who do not stand before God 
based on our own wisdom or understanding, but as 
those who live by faith alone. Living by faith, we look 
for the King only where He has promised to be found: 
In the manger of His Holy Scriptures, in the foolish-
ness of preaching, in the waters of Baptism, and in, 
with, and under the bread and wine of the Holy Supper 
where He gives us His body to eat and His blood to 
drink for the forgiveness of sin. It is here the Father 
continues to unwrap His Christmas gifts given in His 
Son, declaring they are for you. 

 

From Pastor Eric 

and his family to 

you and yours. 



January/February Outreach 
LOVE OUR HERO’S 

     Love Our Heros is a nonprofit organization in Bellville Ohio!  We 
help veterans on a referral basis with rent, utilities, food assistance, 
household items and more!  
     In January, 2019, Tami Oyster started Love Our Hero’s with $690. 
Rent was $600 and she brought in items from her own home to sell so 
she could raise money to help veterans. She told her story to anyone 
who stopped in the shop and word got out to the community about the 
donation–run thrift store helping veterans. She quickly outgrew the 900 
sq ft. In January of 2020, she moved into a 9,000 sq ft building. Now, 
we have 15 volunteers, thousands of household items and we’ve helped 212 veterans for a grand to-
tal $54,000.00 in Richland, Knox, Marion, Ashland and Crawford counties.  The VA caseworkers 
have come to depend on our organization and we continued to help veterans. 
     Currently, we are raising money to build a home for a veteran. The Ron Project is a whole house 
re-build and we need your help!!!   Additionally,  we can use funds to supply veterans with house-
hold items.  If you feel led to help, please donate today! We can do more together.  
     Mt Zion will be helping with donations of things and money as well as coordinating and helping 
with the thrift store and café.  Details to come. 

   Missionary Moment 
Burning the Boats 

  COVID has impacted people in a variety of ways over the last year-and-a-half, and one of the ways 
that it hit our family the hardest was in relationship to our properties.  
     When we purchased our home, we purchased the house next to it as well. They were both owned 
by the same person, and she asked if we would be interested in the second one as a rental (what she 
had done). The first couple of years had some ups and downs trying to manage things with the help 
of a good friend in MI, but COVID seemed to take things to a whole new level. We lost some good 
tenants in our main home this past summer, and then had two more tenants fall through in the subse-
quent months. On top of that, our tenants in the smaller house decided to take advantage of the evic-
tion moratorium that was put back in place last summer and stopped paying rent in August of 2020. 
We have been in the process of evicting them since late August of this year (when the moratorium 
was lifted) and have just come to an agreement that should have them out by the end of January 
(rather than the April date anticipated by the court). 
     After a lot of prayer and discussion, Renae and I have decided that we can't continue to try to 
manage things from here and even if we were to move back unexpectedly (no plans for that...), we 
probably wouldn't be able to stay in our home due to some of Caitlin's mobility issues and all of the 
stairs. Consequently, we listed our house for sale before returning to Jamaica and have an accepted 
offer in place. The smaller house will be listed as soon as the tenants are out. 
     While we are a bit sad leaving a place that we dearly loved, we are excited that this further solidi-
fies the fact that Jamaica is home . 
     We would appreciate prayers for the smooth processing of the sale of our home as well as for the 
second house when the time arrives. We would also ask for prayers for both of our families as this 
adds a deeper sense of permanence to our life here which isn't always easy for them. 



During the month of January, you are encouraged to greet and pray for these members 

and friends of Mt. Zion Lutheran Church who are celebrating birthdays and anniver-

saries. 

**If there is anyone you would like to add to our Birthday/Anniversary list either in honor of, or in memory of,  

please contact the church office with your request!  Thank you! 

 

   

 

    11 Eugene & Kate Steward 

 

During the month of January, we THANK these members who are offering  

their service to the church in various ways: 

 

 Lector    Acolyte         Fellowship Time  Nursery 

   2 Chuck Briggs   Bobby Grover  Valeria Winters  Melinda Hall 

   9 Jackie Arnold   Andrew Smollen Julia Ferrell  Mary Tomlinson 

 16 Audrey Cook   Shelby Grover  Freda Steward  Marth Dourson 

 23 Gary Cook    Keegan Arnold Audrey Cook  Jamie/Shelby 

 30 Tim Cooper   Atticus Hall  Martha Dourson Freda Steward 
 

Ushers  Chuck Briggs and Tim Cooper 

Communion  Ralph Hall 

Offering Counters Ethel Briggs and Ashlee Hall 

Altar Guild   

  3 Kevin Smith 

  8 John Graham 

  9 Janieth Cook 

17 Karen Frayer 

19 Vanessa Barrett 

20 Ian Culler 

 

 

21 Joanie Smith 

24 Amity Arnold 

26 David H. Culler III 

27  Dee Dee Culler 

28  Chuck Briggs 

29 David H. Culler IV 



 
 
 

We are grateful to the following people who have donated flowers to 
beautify our sanctuary this Christmas season in honor of and in 

memory of others. 
Joe and Jackie Arnold Family in memory of Sharon Keiser 

Nate and Amity Arnold in honor of our boys, Jacob, Tristen & Keegan 

Jonathan and Vanessa Barrett in memory of Adam & Virginia Anschutz, Pat Barrett and Earl &Ethel 
Oaklief and in honor of our loving families 

Tim and Tammy Cooper in memory of Shelby Cooper, Peter Cooper and Bob & Janet Grover and in 
honor of Margaret Cooper and Scott & Maribeth Cooper 

David and DeeDee Culler in memory of Grace Kintz and David & Kathryn Culler 

Martha and Mike Dourson in memory of Paul & Martha Culler, Len & Pat Dourson, Brian 
Batchman and Malia Cardwell and in honor of Finn, Samantha, Teagan, Sophie, Leland and Stella 

Mike Moffett and Dawn Frayer in memory of Ted Moffett and in honor of our parents Ken & Karen 
Frayer and Sharon Moffett 

Jerry and Rose Anne Kline in honor of our three sons and their families 

Eric and Freda Steward in memory of Betty & Robert Steward, Gladys Kohler, Gerald Cline and 
Jim Fogle  

Brad, Linda and Croix Sweval in memory of Ruth & Wayne Sweval, Nick Leicht & Lydia Frank 
and Anna Wendlinger 

Included In Our Prayers Today Are: 
 

Members: Jan Cook, Tammy Cooper, Ayesha Fraizer, Karen Frayer, 
Gene & Kate Steward.  Family and others: Caitlin Briggs, Tyler 

Duckworth, Lou Leasor, Taylor Phillips, Kathy Reining, Katie Spear, 
Matt Williams. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

Communion 

 

3 

Pastor in office  

Karen in office  

4 

Pastor in office 

Karen in office  

Catechism 6-8 

5 

Pastor in office  

  

6 

Pastor in office 

Elaine in office 

Epiphany Dinner 

6 pm 

7 

Pastor out of town 

 

LAPF Delivery 

8 

Pastor out of town  

LAPF Distribution 

9 10 

Pastor in office  

Karen in office  

11 

Pastor in office  

Karen in office  

12 

Pastor in office  
 
 Proverbs Bible 
Study 7-9 

13 

Pastor in office 

Elaine in office  

14 

Pastor in office  

 

 

15 

16 

Communion 

 

17 

Pastor in office  

Karen in office  

18 

Pastor in office     

Karen in office  

Catechism 6-8 

19 

Pastor in office  
 
 Proverbs Bible 
Study 7-9 

20 

Pastor in office 

Elaine in office  

21 

Pastor in office  

 

LAPF Delivery 

22 

LAPF Distribution 

 

23 24 

Pastor in office  

Karen in office  

25 

Pastor in office    

Karen in office  

26 

Pastor in office  
 
 Proverbs Bible 
Study 7-9 

27 

Pastor in office 

Elaine in office  

28 

Pastor in office  

 

 

29 

30 31 

Pastor in office  

Karen in office  
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church 

4065 Mt. Zion Road 

Lucas, OH  44843 

 
 

Wishes for the new year 
Faith that increaseth, walking in light; 

Hope that aboundeth, happy and bright; 

Love that is perfect, casting out fear; 

These shall insure thee a happy New Year. 

 

Peace in the Savior, rest at his feet, 

Smile on his countenance, radiant and sweet. 

Joy in his presence, Christ ever near! 

This will insure thee a happy New Year. 

 

—Frances Ridley Havergal 


