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    If Christmas celebrates the Father’s giving of the gift of Christ 
Jesus to us sinners, then Epiphany might be said to be the Father 
unwrapping this gift for us. Epiphany means “manifestation” and 
is the 13th day after Christmas or January 6th.   In the three 
primary events of Epiphany - the visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-
12), the baptism of our Lord in the Jordan (Matthew 3:13-17), 
and the turning of water into wine at Cana’s wedding (John 2:1-
11) – the Father is making His Son known to the world, 

especially to us Gentiles.  It is why Epiphany is known as the “Gentile Christmas.”  It is the only 
church festival that transfers to the Sunday before it occurs if the Sunday is not the 6th.  In the words 
of the Apostle Paul, what has been kept secret for the ages is now revealed: “4When you read this, 
you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ. 5This mystery was not made 
known to people in past generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to his holy apostles 
and prophets. 6This mystery is that in Christ Jesus the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the 
same body, and people who also share in the promise through the gospel.” (Ephesians 3:4-6). 

The coming of the Magi or wise-men…probably astrologers, strange pilgrims from the east 
are guided by a star to the bed of the infant King.  These are the first of an unending procession of 
Gentiles who will come to worship Him, finding access to God’s kindness and favor in Him. The 
gift of Christmas is intended for the whole world as an angel announces to shepherds: “I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” ( Luke 2:10-11). 

   In this account we see two ends of the spectrum.  On the low end of the culture, 
you have shepherds who came to Bethlehem to adore the new-born King.  They 
were uneducated and untrustworthy, commoners despised by most people.  On the 
other end you have these wise-men, educated, wealthy, with reliable knowledge 
bringing expensive gifts to the one “born king of the Jews”.   

But the contrast between the poverty of the shepherds and the wealth of 
the wise men is not the point of Epiphany. Epiphany has to do with 
manifestation and revelation. It is about the incarnation. Jesus is made manifest 
for the Savior He is. This Lord is true God, begotten of the Father from all 
eternity and true man born of the virgin Mary, as the Lutheran Catechism 
confesses.  
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The wise men followed what they had seen in the skies-this mysterious 
star-which they reckoned indicated the birth of the King of the Jews (if 
you are curious about this star, see Mike Dourson and his book, The 
Messsiah Star). They follow their logic: The King of the Jews must be 
born in Jerusalem.  So they set off for the Holy City with all their priceless 
gifts.  Upon arrival in Jerusalem they go to the most logic place, Herod’s 
palace, as this is where a prince would be, right?  To Herod they ask: 

“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?” Which sends Herod into a panic and he consults 
the top theologians.  Of course, Bethlehem of Judea is the answer as the Prophet Micah foretold that 
out of this Judean village would come a ruler who will shepherd God’s people forever. Ahh, a 
course correction for the Magi. Only when the Word of God is joined to the star are these eastern 
men led to Jesus. Without God’s Word, there is no Epiphany, no manifestation of the mystery. With-
out the prophetic promise preached from Micah, the star would have remained a riddle and Christ 
Jesus would have stayed shrouded in darkness beyond their penetration. 

This Jesus is the King revealed to the Magi. They do not find the Christ 
child by any compass of their own reason or strength.   We saw how human 
reason had lead them astray. Human reason concludes Israel’s King must be 
born in the holy city, the seat of government. But Israel’s King is not found 
within the halls of Herod, but in Bethlehem. This is where the Scriptures point 
these wise men. The King of heaven and earth is bedded in a manger, a feeding 
trough of domesticated animals. Then, as time goes on the King of Glory is 
handed over to sinful men, crucified by sinners and dies on a cross. There on 
the Cross, He is epiphanied, that is revealed and manifested as the Savior that He is. The authentic 
King of the Jews is not Herod, but Jesus. That’s what His cross proclaims! 

Jesus’ cross is for dull shepherds and bright magi. It is for the whole world. It is for you and 
me. In the events of the Epiphany, it is demonstrated how magi do not find the one born King of the 
Jews by their own wisdom. No, in fact, these wise men will become what all believers finally are: 
little children. Little children for whom the Lord Christ gives thanks when He prays, “I thank You, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and understand-
ing and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such is Your gracious will. All things have 
been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him” (Matthew 
11:25-27). 

This revealing provides the only hope we have in this life.  It is not the 
wisdom of man, it is not “science” but belief in the promises of God.  It 
is hope in what shepherds were directed to, and wise men directed to…
the person of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  God unwrapped the gift of hope 
in Jesus. 

Jesus was revealed to shepherds and wise men. They are made to be like little children, capa-
ble only of receiving. This is what Epiphany makes of us, children of the Heavenly Father who do 
not stand before God based on our own wisdom or understanding, but as those who live by faith 
alone. Living by faith, we look for the King only where He has promised to be found: In the manger 
of His Holy Scriptures, in the foolishness of preaching, in the waters of Baptism, and in, with, and 
under the bread and wine of the Holy Supper where He gives us His body to eat and His blood to 
drink for the forgiveness of sin. It is here the Father continues to unwrap His Christmas gifts given 
in His Son, declaring they are for you. 
(Excerpts of this article were taken from Rev John Pless, (D. Litt, Concordia University, Chicago) is 
Assistant Professor of Pastoral Ministry and Missions and Director of Field Education at Concordia 
Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Jan 6, 2019).   



Finances 
 
 
 
 

      

 

 

 

The Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting will be January 

24th immediately  following the service.  All committee chairs 

should have their reports to Ralph Hall by January 17th . 

  NOVEMBER YEAR TO DATE 

Income $9,032.22 $94,816.55 

Expenses $8,368.91 $85,334.49 

Net $663.31 $9,482.06 

Outreach for January 
This month we are gathering clothing for the Do-

mestic Violence Shelter.  New or gently used 

clothing all all sizes for children, females and 

males.  The male clothing will primarily be used 

for older/larger children but also do provide it for males who suffer abuse (no 

males are housed at the shelter).  Since we have a new year and many may have 

received new clothing for Christmas, what a great opportunity to go through 

your closets, get rid of those items you no longer wear and provide needed help.   



Nov. 12, 2020 
Attendance: Nate Arnold, Ethel Briggs, Audrey Cook, David Culler III, Mike Dourson, Ashlee Hall 
(via zoom), Ralph Hall, Pastor Eric Steward 

Pastor Eric opened the meeting with devotions. 

Minutes were handed out. Motion to accept minutes made by Mike, seconded by Nate. Motion car-
ried. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
For the month of Oct receipts of $6,279.75 expenses of $7063.40 We were -333.65 for the month.   
YTD we are at +8,818.75. 

The money from the separate checking account for Mt. Zion Youth has been closed and the moneys 
are now in with the rest of the church money with a separate account within the church for the 
youth group. 

Pastor’s Monthly Report 
Pastor Eric J Steward 

October 2020 
Pastoral Acts 

Home Communions: 0  Home Visits:  2 Wedding Rehearsal: 1 
 Hospital visitations:  0   Phone Visits: 4 (Diana Wright – surgery/Fowlers/Oakleaf) 

Worship 
 Sermons Preached:  4  Wedding: 1 (Scott and Maribeth Cooper)  
 Children’s Sermons: 4   First Communion 

Administrative and Preparation 
 Administrative:  Echo, bulletin, notebook, email and miscellaneous 
 Preparation:  Sunday School/Wednesday Bible Study; Sermon and worship 

Consultations 
Other Counseling:  3 

Teaching 
 Wednesday Bible Study: 3 Catechism: 2   
 Adult Sunday School:  4  First Communion:  1 

Meeting and Activities 
 Church Council:  1   Chili Cookoff/Pumpkin Carving 
 New Store Assistance  Reformation LuncheonYouth Service – Lawn Care for  
      Fowlers 

Upcoming Events 
Friday 13 November:  People Helping People Serving 
Sunday 15 November:  Ordination/Installation 
Sunday 29 November:  Advent kickoff 
 

Ordination assistance: 
Payment for Mike Smith, organist (request) 

 
Mike Dourson made a motion to pay Mike Smith $200 for playing the organ at Pastor’s ordination.  
Ethel seconded.  Motion carried. 



COMMITTEE REPORTS 
• PROPERTY COMMITTEE – We got a price from Sheriff Goslin for a shingle roof and removing 

one layer of shingles.  The quote was $27,886.  Gary Cook will get back to them to get a price on 
removing the asbestos shingles also.  Nate will get with the metal roofing company and also get a 
price to remove the asbestos shingles. 

• FELLOWSHIP –Nov. 29 – Breakfast and Bible Jeopardy, youth vs adults.  This will be during 
the Sunday School hour. 

• OUTREACH - Dec- Adopt a family -   Harmony House and Richland Pregnancy Services 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
• Ralph Hall noted that he is now a member of Citizens Circle.  It is an organization that works 

with getting released prisoners back on their feet and into society. 
• Mike Dourson gave an update on Messiah Star movie.  His report will be attached. 
• Mike Dourson has said several parishioners would be willing to help pay for the sign at the cor-

ner of 603/39.  We will propose at the January Congregation Meeting. Do we want to repair the 
sign in the front of the church and also do the sign at 39/603 or do we only want to do one.  
 
Ethel moved to adjourn. David seconded. 
 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Audrey Cook, Church Council Secretary 
 
 
 
 

Continuing Discussion of the Film for Messiah's Star 
Inbox 
 
Michael Dourson 

 
Sunho 
 
Council met again last night to continue discussing your proposal.  What follows are my notes; other 
Council members may add to this. 
 
MLD Notes 
 
Michael Dourson gave some feedback on the previous assignments, as shown below.  There was 
again a positive edge to the discussion of this project, with several Council members suggesting one 
or more meetings with congregational members ahead of the January congregational meeting to al-
low questions and comments. 
 
 
 



Here is the status of previously asked questions: 
• Does the making of this film fit within Mt. Zion’s vision?  The vision of Mt. Zion is to know the 

Lord Jesus Christ and to lead others to know him.  Mt. Zion council now has the 6th draft of 
the movie script and the second edition of the Messiah’s Star story and will review both to see 
if these are consistent with its vision. 

• Is the use of Ohio tax money for a church sponsored event (in part) ethical?  Michael Dourson 
talked with Shannon Villalba, an entertainment and intellectual property lawyer located in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, who has shepherded groups in film making in similar situations.  She has 
not worked with Ms. Tasset.  Ms. Villalba confirmed that the: 

• Financial arrangement proposed by Ms. Tassett was typical; 
• State of Ohio uses its Ohio Motion Picture tax credit specifically with non-profit organi-

zations; 
• Church would receive donated intellectual property, royalty payments from the movie, 

and money from derivatives such as sound tract and course development. 
• What is the cost of the lawyers and/or CPA who the church will need to prepare the necessary pa-

perwork?  Michael Dourson will follow up with Shannon Villalba to determine a cost to the 
church, and will then get a second quote from a similar lawyer. 

• What is the overall timing of the church decision, State of Ohio decision, and film-
making?  Sunho Tasset said that the sooner we can get everything in place the sooner we can 
submit an application with movie script and budget to the State of Ohio.  But she does not 
want to rush the process.  Everyone needs to be very comfortable with what we are doing. 

• What are the names of the 4 churches where such films have been made in Ohio?  Sunho Tasset 
will be asked to provide contacts for these 4 churches.  Michael Dourson followed up with Mr. 
Thomas Leibel, the Managing Director of Our Lady of the Holy Spirit located in Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Leibel confirmed that: 

• Two or three religious films have been shot at his location; 
• Ms. Tasset was very professional, respectful of holy space, and a joy with whom to work; 
• Some of the actors were not very religious and concentrated on doing their acting job; 

but when work got intense and holy space seemed to be edged out, Ms. Tasset put an im-
mediate stop to this. 

• Overall the experience was fulfilling; the religious center got a donation and credits for 
the movies. 

 
Sunho, as before, Council may have additional questions, and of course, we would welcome your 
questions as well.  We appreciate your willingness to consider Mt. Zion in your movie making ap-
proach.  Our vision is to know our Lord Jesus Christ, and to make him known.  Your story around 
love, astronomy and the birth of our Savior is engaging. 
 
His Peace! 
 
Michael 
 
Council Member 
Mt. Zion Lutheran Church  



Merry Christmas  

Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. Lift up your 
heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors that the King of glory may come in. Who is he, 
this King of glory? The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory. 
Psalm 24:7-10 

These words make me feel better after all the strife we have endured this year. It is reassuring to 
know that Jesus Christ came and paid the debt for us so that we do not need to worry about our sal-
vation. 

I was recently at a funeral, where the mother of the deceased individual was concerned whether she 
would be worthy to enter Heaven. It was difficult to console her because of her beliefs. 

Ephesians 2: 8-9, for by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it 
is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

How can we ever say thank you enough for such a perfect gift. We will be able to spend eternity 
singing with the Saints that have gone before us. 

Can you imagine being with the shepherds hearing the angels singing, Glory to God in the Highest.   

As we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ let our hearts be filled with joy knowing that God loved us 
so much he sent his only son, for us. 

 
Dear Jesus, thank you for earning salvation for me through your life and death in my place. Help me 
to always appreciate what you have done for me. Help me to live as you have clothed me—as a for-
given and righteous child of God. Amen. 

Merry Christmas 

From Ralph Hall 

 
Epiphany wonder 

 

Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder at what they see: 
heaven on earth, earth in heaven, humanity in God, God 
in humanity, one whom the whole universe cannot con-
tain now enclosed in a tiny body. As they look ... their 
symbolic gifts bear witness: incense for God, gold for a 
king, myrrh for one who is to die. 

                                                         —Peter Chrysologus (5th century) 



A prayer for the journey 

     The following prayer, almost 1,000 

years old, was written for pilgrims 

walking the Camino de Santiago (the 

Way of St. James) — 500 miles across 

northern Spain. Use this adaption as 

you journey into the new year: 

     God, you called your servant Abra-

ham from Ur in Chaldea, watching over 

him in all his wanderings, and guided 

the Hebrew people as they crossed the 

desert. Guard your children, who seek to grow in you this year. Be their companion on 

the way, their guide at the crossroads, their strength in weariness, their defense in dan-

gers, their shelter on the path, their shade in the heat, their light in the darkness, their 

comfort in discouragement, and the firmness of their intentions. Through your guidance, 

may they be enriched with grace and virtue, and be filled with salutary and lasting joy. 

—from the 12th-century Codex Calixtinus 

 

Reading resolutions 

     Every January, many Christians resolve to 

read the entire Bible in one year. That’s a wor-

thy goal, but God doesn’t require us to read a 

certain number of verses or chapters per day. 

Instead, he tells us to simply be in his Word — 

and thus be with him — so he can grow our 

faith, light our path and assure us of his love 

and forgiveness. God’s Word is a precious gift, but we need to “unwrap” it! 

    F.B. Meyer offers this helpful advice for a new year of discovering (and rediscover-

ing!) Scripture: “Read the Bible, not as a newspaper, but as a home letter. If a cluster of 

heavenly fruit hangs within reach, gather it. If a promise lies upon the page as a blank 

check, cash it. If a prayer is recorded, appropriate it and launch it as a feathered arrow 

from the bow of your desire. If an example of holiness gleams before you, ask God to 

do as much for you. If the truth is revealed … entreat that its brilliance may ever irradi-

ate … your life.” 



During the month of January, you are encouraged to greet and pray for these members 

and friends of Mt. Zion Lutheran Church who are celebrating birthdays and anniver-

saries. 

**If there is anyone you would like to add to our Birthday/Anniversary list either in honor of, or in memory of,  

please contact the church office with your request!  Thank you! 

 

   

 

    9 Alan & Diane Westfield 

  11 Eugene & Kate Steward 

 

During the month of January, we THANK these members who are offering  

their service to the church in various ways: 

 

 Lector    Acolyte         Fellowship Time  Nursery 

   3 Chuck Briggs   Ryan Culler  Julia Ferrell  Ethel Briggs 

 10 Ethel Briggs   Colin Arnold  Freda Steward  Melinda Hall 

 17 Jan Grubaugh   Daniel Fraizer      Mary Tomlinson 

 24 Mary Tomlinson    Bobby Grover  Audrey Cook  Martha Dourson 

 31 Mike Dourson   Grant Barrett  Kathy Culler  Audrey Cook 
 

Ushers  Sheri and John Culler 

Communion  Linda Sweval 

Offering Counters Ashlee Hall & Dave Culler 

Altar Guild  Jackie Arnold & Susan Laps 

  3 Kevin Smith 

  8 John Graham 

  9 Janieth Cook 

10 Lindsay Steward 

14  Audrey Gaston 

16 Donn Klepinger 

17 Tara Alexander 

19 Vanessa Barrett 

20 Ian Culler 

21 Joanie Smith 

21 Evan Gaston 

24 Amity Arnold 

26 David H. Culler III 

27  Dee Dee Culler 

28  Chuck Briggs 

29 David H. Culler IV 



 
 
 

We are grateful to the following people who have donated poinsettias 
to beautify our sanctuary this Christmas in honor of and in memory of 
others. 
 

Joe, Jackie, Paige & Colin Arnold in honor of the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

Nate and Amity Arnold in memory of our fathers, Eddy Arnold and Phil Packard, and in honor of 
our mothers, Nancy Arnold and Sue Packard 

Jonathan and Vanessa Barrett in memory of Pat Barrett and Earl Oaklief, and in honor of our loving 
families 

Tim and Tammy Cooper in memory of Shelby Cooper, Peter Cooper, Bob & Janet Grover, and in 
honor of Margaret Cooper and Scott & Maribeth Cooper 

Martha and Mike Dourson in memory of Paul & Martha Culler, Len & Pat Dourson, Brian 
Batchman and Malia Cardwell, and in honor of our grandchildren Finn, Teagan, Leland, Samantha, 
Sophie and Stella  

Jim Fogle in honor of Betty Cooper, Julie Ferrell and Kate Steward 

Ken and Karen Frayer in honor of our children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren 

Eric and Freda Steward in memory of Betty & Bob Steward, Gladys Kohler and Gerald Cline, and 
in honor of the shut-ins of Mt. Zion Lutheran Church 

Included In Our Prayers Today Are: 
 

Members: Al and Mary Fowler, Kate Steward. Family and others: 
Bev and Julio Alonso, Mark Alt, Tyler Duckworth, Darell Harless, 
Cindy Gapter, Sharon Keiser, Lou Leasor, Tom Lyons, Kathy 
Reining, Sara Schwendeman, Diane Seifert, Avalyn Stepp, Rae 
Walker, Matt Williams, Charlie Winger, and Kay Zgela. Our first 
responders and those that are keeping the economy going. And, also, 
any of those who may have been stricken by the virus. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

New  

Years  

Day 

2 

3 

Communion 

Catechism 6-8 

4 

Pastor in office  

11-3 

Karen in office  

5 

Pastor in office     

11-3 

Karen in office  

6 
Pastor in office  

12-8 

 Epiphany Bible 

Study 6:45-8 

7 

Pastor in office 9-4 

Elaine in office  

8 

Pastor in office  

10-3 

LAPF Delivery 

9 

LAPF Distribution 

10 11 

Pastor in office  

11-3 

Karen in office  

12 

Pastor in office     

11-3 

Karen in office  

13 
Pastor in office  

12-8 

 Exodus Bible 

Study 6:45-8 

14 

Pastor in office 9-4 

Elaine in office  

15 

Pastor in office  

10-3 

16 

17 

Communion 

Catechism 6-8 

18 

Pastor in office  

11-3 

Karen in office  

19 

Pastor in office     

11-3 

Karen in office  

20 
Pastor in office  

12-8 

 Exodus Bible 

Study 6:45-8 

21 

Pastor in office 9-4 

Elaine in office  

22 

Pastor in office  

10-3 

LAPF Delivery 

23 

LAPF Distribution 

24 25 

Pastor in office  

11-3 

Karen in office  

26 

Pastor in office     

11-3 

Karen in office  

27 

Pastor in office  

12-8 

 Exodus Bible 

Study 6:45-8 

28 

Pastor in office 9-4 

Elaine in office  

29 

Pastor in office  

10-3 

 

30 

31 

Catechism 6-8 
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