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Would you believe summer is almost over, it seems like yesterday I was writing about
welcoming Summer and now I find myself penning a cover letter at the beginning of fall. The fall
patterns have begun emerging with the beginning of the academic year, football, volleyball, cross
country games and meets, bright happy faces of children just beginning their school endeavor
along with the sad looks on students who are not looking forward to yet another year of school.
The summer has flown by and schedules are forming for the rest of the year. In the church,
despite the upcoming harvest, it still is the green season. The green season is still a time of growth
as we come together weekly in helping us become people of gratitude, generosity and service as
we lead up to advent.
We have spent most of the summer looking at what Jesus said it means to be His disciple.
He has told us and showed us who He is, that He is God with us. However, He has also showed us
that while our salvation is secure in what He did for us on the cross, that if we want our faith to
grow we have to be His disciple. We have learned that being a disciple is not always easy but is
always worth it. Jesus has called each and every one of us to sow the seed and also get out of the
boat, focus on him and do his work for the sake of the Kingdom of God. We learned that little in
the hands of God is much and that for whatever reason, God has chosen to use us, folks that are
not perfect, full of folly and dare I say--even flawed, to carry forth His ministry on Earth. And while
that sometimes is scary, it is also comforting to know that God is using us to do His work and that
he will equip us to do it as well.
As we go forth into the fall season, we will continue to grow in our faith, preparing to
celebrate the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s infamous 95 theses posting on the doors of
Wittenberg. In this preparation, I think it would be appropriate to concentrate on re-formation.
In other words, instead of concentrating on history, let us concentrate on giving thanks for our
heritage and look to the future, centered in the weekly gathering, for a spiritual formation through
word and sacrament. The re suggests repetition, so we can again and again return to God’s grace
and mercy as we look outside our church itself to serve the community. Additionally, we will be
kicking off our stewardship campaign to help defray the costs of the re-storation of our beautiful
church building. We will also be starting catechism concentrating on the Lutheran teachings of the

church as we re-invest ourselves in the lives of our youth. All the while, re-joicing in what Christ
has done for us and His calling to re-pentance and re-newal.
So as we begin to celebrate getting back to schedules and the harvest and the re-formation,
let us continue to put into practice what Jesus has taught us about discipleship and go forth as the
Psalmist says in Psalm 105:1—Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make known his
deeds among the peoples. Show the joy of what Christ has done for you in your actions! Let us be
re-invigorated and re-vitalized in spreading His Word!
In Christ’s love,
Pastor Eric

SURPRISE !!!!!!
We received an email welcoming us to the FALL SIMPLY GIVE PROGRAM!!!!
I immediately contacted Meijer and reminded them we just finished the Spring Program and that this must be a
mistake.
No, no mistake we want you to participate again.
So, the Program runs from Aug. 20th - Sept. 16th .
DOUBLE MATCH DAYS are
Sept. 1 & 2.
If there is someone you know who wanted to donate last time and didn't for some reason, you can let them
know.
As usual they can go to Meijer to make a donation or they can send it to the LAFP treasurer...
Gina Gerich
1014 Chew Rd.
Mansfield, OH 44903
Thanks again for all you do for those in need.

Included In Our Prayers Today Are:
Mark Alt (Uncle of Kathy Grover), Patricia Dourson
(Mother of Member), Al Fowler (Husband of Mary
Fowler), Janet Grover (Member), Grace Kintz (Member),
Tom Lyons, Lucille Maglott (Member), Rev. Sanford
Mitchell (Retired Pastor, Trinity – Ashland), Jameson
Taylor (Son-in-Law of Bill and Jan Grubaugh), Krista Thompson (LAFP Volunteer), Ethel
Oaklief (Member), Ted Paullin (added by John and Sherri Culler), Richard Orewiler, Sara
Schwendeman, and Karen Garmon (Cousin of John and David Culler, Kay Zgela.

During the month of September, you are encouraged to greet and pray for these members and
friends of Mt. Zion Lutheran Church who are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries.
**If there is anyone you would like to add to our Birthday/Anniversary list either in honor of, or in memory of,
please contact the Church Office with your request! Thank you!
1 Tim Cooper
2 Kathy Grover
3 Harold Anschutz
3 Vicki Stallard
4 Ron Robertson
12 John Culler
14 Lucille Maglott
18 Thomas Schell
18 Dan Gaston

11
14
20
22
26
27

19
20
22
25
25
28
28
28
29

Lou Andres
Jackson Hauger
Kelly Anschutz
Doug Anschutz
Mica McKenna
Jacob Culler
Tammy Cook
Nate Smollen
Emily Smollen

Dale & Beth Johnson
Donn & Bonita Klepinger
Russell & Megan Culler
Andy & Judy Culler
John & Sheri Culler
Tim & Tammy Cooper

During the month of September, we THANK these members who are offering
their service to the church in various ways:
Lector
3
10
17
24

Acolyte

Kim Smollen
Ryan Culler
Lee Cook
Emily Smollen
Mt. Jeez Service at Malabar Farm
Kathy Grover
Paige Arnold

Ushers

The Ralph Hall Family

Communion
Offering Counters
Altar Guild

Sheri Culler
Mary Fowler and Nate Arnold
Vanessa Barrett and Tammy Cooper

Fellowship Time
Kathy Culler
Mary Tomlinson
Mt. Jeez
Amity Arnold

Holy Families! is an Initiative of the NALC and Sola Publishing. At their new website:
www.holyfamilytime.com, the Holy Families! Initiative provides a wealth of free online resources for
families, as well as study materials on Christian parenting and faith development of children. This
special web resource is being made freely available to families and congregations. On this website
you will find: Daily Prayers, Parents’ Pages, Family Faith Formation Pages, and Educational
Videos. There are other resources available, both free and for purchase. Many of the resources are
Reformation-themed for 2017, as part of the 500th Year Anniversary Celebration of the
Reformation.
Our Ohio Mission Region is sponsoring a 500th Anniversary Celebration of The Reformation on Nov 18th at First
English Lutheran Church 53 Park Avenue West Mansfield, Ohio 44902. Dr. Jim Nestigen will be the keynote speaker
as well as preach at the afternoon Festival Worship Celebration with Holy Communion. The service itself will incorporate wonderful Lutheran hymns (accompanied by brass instruments) as well as contemporary Christian music. There
will be an All Ohio Choir from our NALC congregations throughout the state.
The cost for Registration is only $10 (If received before November 5 th). The Registration Fee is to cover the costs for
your noon lunch and refreshments at break times. The cost for Registrations received after November 5th will be 15. It
will begin at 10:00am and end by 2:30pm.
Brochures will be available in October.

On Saturday, September 30th, St Michaels will be hosting an early
celebration of the Reformation with a number of other churches
(mostly area LCMC). It will be from 9-2 and will include German
food and a speaker who has just returned from Germany to talk
about the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.

Thank you all who volunteered in this year’s VBS at St Michaels. It
was a wonderful time with the children of the area. Your service is
much appreciated.
Thank you for all who generously gave to the Faith Comes by
Hearing Ministry. We donated $525.00 which will be doubled
providing over 42 MP3 Bibles to Military members and their families.

Our young people are back in school and the football season has arrived. That
means it is time for Confirmation Classes to begin.
Confirmation Classes will start in September for the 7th and 8th Graders. If your
children are in these grades, please look for upcoming information.
I look forward to the pleasure of seeing all of you there!
Pastor Eric

On September 23 Rev. Tim
Storms will be walking in the
WALK TO END
ALZHEIMER’S walk here in
Mansfield. If you wish to
support Tim and send a check
of support, send the check
made out to “The Alzheimer’s
Association” and send the
check to Rev. Tim Storms,
1885 Cunning Drive, Apt. 3,
Mansfield, OH 44907. Please
write Team Storms on the
memo line. Any amount will
be appreciated. Thank you so
much.

Mt. Zion will continue to do
our monthly quarter collection
for the Youth Group.
Every second Sunday we will
pass around a special bucket
that will go towards Mt.
Zion’s Youth Group
development.
Thank you for your
participation!

The Carpenter
In Aaron A. Culler’s history of Mt Zion Church and Cemetery he wrote that the carpentry work on the second church building was done by Mr. Castetter and George Culler. Nothing else was said about the men.
From family records it would appear that George Culler was the son of Jacob & Barbara Culler Long. He was
born in 1810 in Frederick Co, MD and moved with his family to Monroe Township sometime after 1820. He
would have been a young man at the time of the building of the church. In 1836 he married Mary Ernsberger, daughter of John and Mary Smith Ernsberger.
On to Mr. Castetter. Who was he? Looking on Ancestry.com for possible answers, this first was found in
Richland County, Ohio court records:
On 31 May 1862 Charles Schrack was appointed guardian of George Castetter, minor and heir
at law of __ [blank] Castetter, deceased of Kosciusko Co, IN. Charles Schrack, James Cox & Leonard Swigart were indebted to state of Ohio for $720 on condition of guardianship. In 1860
George was 17 years old and lived with David [born 1784] & Elizabeth Schrack in Monroe Township. Charles Schrack, born 1820, the son of David & Elizabeth, lived next door with his wife
Barbara. When David died in 1861, Charles was then appointed guardian for young George
Castetter. Census records show that young George was born in Indiana about 1843, and by
1870 he returned there, living in Elkhart Co.
The second church building was erected from 1832 to 1833, so young George could not have been the carpenter. But his father could have been. More research found George Castetter Senior, who was born about
1810. George Senior may be the young man, age 15 to 20, found in the 1830 Stark Co, OH census living with
his father, also named George. He could have stopped in Richland County to help build a church before
moving on to Indiana where he married Sarah Kling in 1838. In 1840 he lived in Noble Co, but by 1847 he
had died, leaving Sarah with several children. Sarah remarried by 1849 to a shoemaker, Solomon Ivens and
was living in Kosciusko Co, IN in 1850. For reasons unknown, young George went to Ohio. But how did he
come to live with the Schrack family?
More searching….
Another Charles Schrack, born about 1788, married Susannah Castator/Kerstetter, born in 1795, in Beaver
Co, PA in 1820. They came to Ohio & settled in Monroe Township. This Charles was a brother of David
Schrack mentioned above. Could his wife Susannah be related to George Castetter Senior? Charles and Susannah were the parents Margaret Schrack, who married Leonard Swigart, the same Leonard mentioned in
the guardianship of young George Castetter. No doubt there was more to the relationship between the
Castetters and Schracks. Families then tended to stick together, to help each other out, much the same as
we do today.
This obituary for Susan (Castator) Schrack, from the Mansfield Herald: 21 October 1886:
“MRS. SUSAN SCHRACK, relict of Charles Schrack, Sr., deceased, died at the residence of her son,
Joseph Schrack, in Monroe Township, at 4 o'clock Friday morning. Had Mother Schrack lived until
the 14th. of November, she would have been ninety-one years of age.

The funeral will take place at 2 o'clock p.m. She will be interred in the little cemetery situated on
the farm upon which Mr. George Berry now resides and upon which Mrs. Schrack and her pioneer
husband spent the major portion of their lives.”
Though Charles and Susannah Schrack had at least 9 known children, only one, “Joseph”, is mentioned in
her obituary. Yet, family members have no record of a son Joseph. In the 1880 census, Susanna is living
with son Jacob, his wife and daughter. Whoever composed the obituary may misunderstood the name of
her son. Susannah and her husband are buried in the Olivet Cemetery, also known as the Schrack Cemetery, near Bromfield Road in Malabar Farm State Park.
So, did our Mr. Castetter stop in Richland County in the early 1830’s to see his relative, Susannah Castator/
Castetter Schrack? Did he hear that Mt Zion needed carpenters to build a new church? Would he have
needed some income from a temporary job before heading further west? Oh, one last thing. Carpentry may
have run in the family. A grandson of George Castetter Senior, Leroy Earl Castetter, was a woodworker who
died in 1921 in Elkhart Co, IN of apoplexy.
Sunday School News
Once again it is time to get back “on track” in the Sunday School Department. We will have our first class September 24th at 9:30 . We always welcome new children and substitute teachers. This year we will

start our lessons about David and his life. Feel free to come with your little ones.

Our classes are: Preschool/kindergarten, taught by Marie McKenna; 1st

and 2nd grade class, taught by Dee Dee Culler; 3rd and 4th grade class, taught by Melanie Hall; 5th and 6th

grade class, taught by David Culler and Ralph Hall. Junior High and High School are combined for Youth
Group. There is an adult class also that is always welcoming new students, taught by Pastor Eric, which begins at 9:15.

With any questions please call DeeDee Culler 419-892-3577 or Sheri Culler 419-892-2287

Worship with us atop Mt. Jeez
Sunday, September 17
9:30 a.m.
Please bring your own chairs or blankets to sit on. There will not be any Worship Services
at Mt. Zion this Sunday.

September 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2

Pastor in office
10-2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Karen in office 912

Pastor in office
10-4

Elaine in office
10-3

Pastor in office
10-4

Pastor in office
10-2

LAFP Distribution

Karen in office 911

LAFP Delivery

10

11

12

13

Quarter Collection

Karen in office 912

Pastor in office
10-4

Elaine in office
10-3

Communion

14
Pastor in office
10-4

15

16

Pastor in office
10-2

Council Meeting
7:00

Karen in office 911

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Worship at Mt.
Jeez

Karen in office 912

Pastor in office
10-4

Elaine in office
10-3

Pastor in office
10-4

Pastor in office
10-2

LAFP Distribution

Karen in office 911

LAFP Delivery

24

25

26

27

28

29

Communion

Karen in office 912

Pastor in office
10-4

Elaine in office
10-3

Pastor in office
10-4

Pastor in office
10-2

Karen in office 911

30
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