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MT. ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

A congregation of the North American Lutheran Church (NALC)

4065 Mt. Zion Rd. Lucas, Ohio 44843-8932023
Pastor Eric Steward 78766572 (cell) 56838001 (home) pastormtzion@embargmail.com
Sunday School at 9:15 a.m. ~ Fellowship Time at 10:30 ~ Morning Wership at 10:30

Advent is Hereé.so what?
We | | it is that time of year again isnot

Thanksgiving and ending with New Years. The excitement and anticipation of children all over therorId

for what they will find under the tree on Christmas day. However, we in the church have a little diff
take on the weeks leading up to Christmas. We have entered into the season known as Advent.
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What is this season of Advent, | mean what is it really all about? Some people may know that the

Advent season focuses on expectation and think that it serves as an
anticipation of Christds birth i

this is part of the story, there is much more to Advent. According to =
Christianity.com in an article by Justin Holcomvidhat is Adventhe word ._Qommg'

AAdvent o is der i vaswntusr mnmainmelgLa]tt“l" - ““"i"*Advent
is a translation of the Greek wopdrousia Throughout the centuries the g cm,a;r_wg;,ahum gwo,d
tim

meaning and celebration of advent has changed. Originally, itwasa = '"-I:“':_= oy g“"""’“‘j
preparation season for the baptism of new Christians. Then, iff tentury =

it was |linked to the coming of Christ. Howe
mi nd was not Christodos first coming in the ma
judge of the worl d. It was not wuntil the Mid

first coming at Christmas.

Today, the season of Advent lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas. Advent symbolizes the

present situation of the church in these #dl a
consummate his eternal kingdom. Similar to Israel at the end of the Old Testament, the Christian ¢
waiting and preparing for Christbés return.
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as a baby in the manger in Bethlehem while at the same time looking forward in eager anticipation to the

coming of Christds kingdom when he returns f
and anticipation, the first two Sundays in A
Sundays |l ook backward to remember Christos f
weeks, Scripture readings move us through this journey of preparation. Martin Luther encouraged

to observe Advent as a time for them to teach their children about the coming of Christ. The church
liturgical year begins with Advent.
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Advent is a season of quiet anticipation and expectation. Th
One who once came in humil:@
Davidodéos donkey, and Calvary

and blood, will soon come visibly in blazing glory to raise the

of Advent is joyful anticipation, a mixture of holy fear and ex-
pectant joy, like that of a moth&s-be awaiting the arrival of he
first baby.

During this time the liturgical paraments and vestments will change to violet to recognize Adve

denly in His holy Word and the blessed Sacrament of His body
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dead and give eternal life to all who call on His Name. The tane

ntas a

time of preparation and repentance as well as a symbol of the royalty of the coming King. The color li:ue car
t

also be used as a symbol of anticipation and hope. Additionally, you will see an advent wreath and
ing of the candles each Sunday of Advent. Most Advent wreaths use three colors oficandbés, pink,
and white. The first candle lit is a purple one and is the candle of hope (Romand35:d2r hope found i
Christ. The second week of advent is also purple and is the Bethlehem candle or the candle of prepa

e light

1
ration

(Luke 3:46). The third week has us lighting the pink candle, it is the Shepherds candle or the candleof joy

(Luke 2:%15), the joy of the incarnate savior. The last purple candle on the outside of the wreath is tk
candle or the candle of love (Luke 2:10hil ) , Godd6s | ove shown in the
eve (or day) we light the center white candle which is the Christ candle, which reminds us that Jesus
spotless lamb of God, sent to wash away our sins. His birth was for his death, his death was for our

AiThe next day John saw Jesus coming toward
the sin of ~t he hwo rll: !9

At a time when much of the world is frantically gift shopping, putting up Christmas lawn decorjtions
r

and anticipating the arrival of Santa Claus, my prayer is that we all take some time each day to prep
hearts with hope, love and joy. Reflection on the violence and evil in the world cause us to cry out to

make thingsrigitt o put deat hds dark shadows to flightj.

our future Exodus. And our own sinfulness and need for grace leads us to pray for the Holy Spirit to
his work in conforming us into the image of Christ. Let us be prepared, not just for holiday parties an
rations, but for the coming of the king.
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younger children, devotionals for adults, devotionals for teens and an advent calendar for the childre
take advantage of these resources to help truly prepare for the coming Messianic feast that we may
Joy!

We have available several different devotionals for Advent. We have devotionals for families }/ith
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ADVENT PARTY

Sunday December®ve begin the Advent season with a special Sunday School evert.

The children will be making a unique Christmas craft in celebration of Advent. This |s a

family event, so plan to join us in the John Fox room at 9:15 Sunday Decefrfoerfn

making a craft together with your chill
wonderful way to begin the Advent season!
Christmas Eve candlelight church service will be at 7 pm on
December 24th.
Memory Tree
As part of our 2018 Bicentennial <celebration,
Roomo (Sunday School room in the back of the |s

memory tree: a note of some special Mt. Zion moment, a photograph, an artifact, a craft item, cioth, gtc.
anything that can hang on the tree. Relate the significance of your item, how is has touched your heIrt in

some significant way. Your memory item can be about yourself, another person, a Pastor, the churc
event, anything that has impacted your life at Mt. Zion.

Anyone can submit an item for the fAmemory trdge

your neighbors to send in their memories. Deadline for submission is MafcP03B. Make sure your
name is on the item, so it can be retuned. Items will be displayed throughout 2018, so items will not be
returned until early 2019. Coordinate your submission with Dee Dee Culler, who is assisting the

d

Bicentennial committee with the memory tree. You can contact Dee Dee with any questions at (419)|892

3577. Let 6s f Hillet, uptifing meimorieseof Lviel at Mt. Zi8npover thetyearsow
Christés |l ove has changed our | ives.




During the month of December, you are encouraged to greet and pray for th
friends of Mt. Zion Lutheran Church who are celebrating birthdays and af

**|f there is anyone you would like to add to our Birthday/Anniversary list either in honor of, or in meaitiyeof,

Church Office with your request! Thank you!

Tammy Cooper 20  Alex Hunt, Mylah
Sheri Culler McKenna
21  Erica Westfield

13 Joyce Boggs
14  Zzach Stallard 27 Zach Winters

5 Kevin & Sarah Smith '_(‘W f}
mavmemme gNDBCEMbEMSN
10 Jon & Vanessa Barrett \ )| > l
20  Harold & Cynthia Anschutz oY ANNIVEI'Salles P\
27 Nate & Amity Arnold
During the month of December, we THANK these members who are
their service to the church in various ways:
Lector Acolyte Fellowship Time
3 Mike Dourson Shelby Grover No Fellowship Time
10 Amity Arnold Ryan Culler during the month
17 Kim Smollen Emily Smollen of December due to
24 Lee Cook Paige Arnold the busy season
Christmas Eve Grant Barrett
31 Kathy Grover Jessica Grover

Ushers David and DeeDee Culler
Communion Ralph Hall
Offering Counters Audrey Cook and Mary Fowler

Altar Guild Amity Arnold and Kathy Grover

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
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COLOSSIA/NS 4

Please include these brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers:
Mark Alt (Uncle of Kathy Grover), Patricia Dourson (Mother of Member), Al Fowler
(Husband of Mary Fowler), Janet Grover (Member), Grace Kintz (Member), Tom Lyo
Lucille Maglott (Member), Rev. Sanford Mitchell (Retired Pastor, Trinigshland),
Jameson Taylor (Seim-Law of Bill and Jan Grubaugh), Krista Thompson (LAFP
\Volunteer), Ethel Oaklief (Member), Richard Orewiler, Sara Schwendeman, Kay Zgelga,
Darell Harless, and Becky Kahl.
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| have received a grant from Thrivent financ
to purchase ASoapyo pr (
December pantry. | will purchase as much as | can
with the seed money and | am asking the LAMA
churches to donate what they can.

Non-food items are expensive to purchase

PROGRAM

The Junior Sunday School will
present its annual
Birth of Jesuso on
during the Worship Hour.Please come to
worship and share this special program
Christmas Eve as we celebrate the birth
our Savior.
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through the Cleveland Food Bank, if they are even]

available. Our main focus is on healthy food for th¢
clients, but these things are also needed. We woul
|l i ke to give these ﬁso{
distribution, which will be December 16. We would
like bar soap, liquid hand soap, dish soap, or shan

We will be at the pantry on Friday mornings
December 8 & 15" for dropping off, or you can
contact me to make arrangements.

We thank you so much for all of your help.
Every pantry there are
you so much. It really

Another thing that we will accept is used
books for preschool through'grade. We have A
BIG RED BOOKSHELF that is available for the kidg
to take books home. They can either keep them of
return them. It is important for kids to have reading
material.

Janet McGugin
gmcgugin@aol.com
419-892-2825
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To Rev. C.B.A. Stacy, Lucas, Ohio
February 12, 1948

Dear Friend Stacy,
Our local paper carried a news item a day or two ago, which was a real shock to me, as | have

been

expecting any time to read of the reopening of the improved old Mt. Zion church, when the news reached

me of the total destruction by fire. It is sad and hard to believe.

For more than four years that old building was a part of my life, in the days of long ago, before
many of the present membership lived, moved and had their being. You all see the building in its mor
modern dress. | see it as it was in the horse and buggy days, well filled, Sunday after Sunday, with th

v\

sturdy fathers, mothers and children, who came in buggies, surrys, springwagons and not a few walkihg.

Very few of those fathers and mothers are still with you. They have been spared this grief.

As the oldest living pastor of the church, let me say to you and the congregation, that | am sore
grieved over the sudden and unexpected loss of the majestic old Mt. Zion church building, which has
stood the test of time for many, many years. Something has gone out of my life. Sixty nine years ago,
boy of sixteen--a lay delegate to Confereneel had my first contact with this building now in ashes. But

y

as a

| have faith to believe another will rise to take its place, in which the worship of God will be continued as

in the days gone by, and old Mt. Zion will live to bless the lives of many more. | shall watch, with grea
interest, every move you good people are able to make, in your effort to change this misfortune into a
crowning glory. May God help you and guide you in the great task.

Am in the best of health, and if it continues, as | hope it may, | promise you now | will be with
you on the day of the dedication of the new Mt. Zion church building, for the generations yet unborn, i
which to sing their praise and glorify God our Father.

With kindest regards, and best wishes to you and all Mt. Zion, | remain,
Very cordially,
[signed] Dr. F. B. Heibert
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Mt Zion Church Starts Its Rebuilding This Week

Lucasi Mt Zion Lutheran church will rise again. Work starts this week to clear debris from the
site of the picturesque frame structure that was destroyed by fire Feb 10. Church members will donat
their labor and much equipment.

134

-

R.O. Darling, Mansfield contractor, has offered use of his heavy equipment in the salvage opefa-

tions. Members of the congregation, meeting in special session Sunday, voted unanimously to build th
new church on the site of the old.

Tentative plans call for rebuilding the basement section first. Services will be held there while the

additional building program continues, Rev. C.B.A. Stacy, pastor, said.
Meanwhile, regular Sunday church services are being held in the Lucas school.
The Easter service, which will include confirmation and some other Lenten observances, may b
held in other churches of the locality, the pastor said. Most churches of the community have offered t¢
share their facilities with Mt Zion.




Lucas Area Food Pantry Volunteer Appreciation Party

Now what we mean by volunteer is spouses and anyone involved in any way with the pantry, whether at a delivery
or distribution or by donations or thoughts and prayers and in any other way.

This includes all of the 6 churches sponsoring the pantry and their pastors and congregation members. All
of Lucas school and students, Leo Lions, Lion's Club members, LCC board, FFA members, people who were involved
in getting the pantry originally started and all community members. We are all a part of the LAFP!!!

We wanted to get away from our work environment and thought we should ask one of the 6 sponsoring Churches
of the LAFP, s0000,

The party will be held in the Fellowship Room of Grace Bible Church on Main
St. in Lucas.

The dateis Friday December 8th

We discussed times and it was decided to have it  from 4 - 6pm.

Some have trouble driving at night and we were told there is a game that night, so the timing will allow you to
come to the party and still attend the game.

For food for the evening we are asking youto ~ Dring an appetizer or your favorite Christmas

Cookies to share.

There will be drinks provided.

We are not having a sit down meal since we have no idea if we will have 150 or 25 people attend.

We are hoping to sing carols and have some fun during the festivities.

Maybe some will share a  short happy thought they have by being involved
with the LAFP.

If you have any questions, feel free to call us.

We hope you all come for a Joyous Celebration of the Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ and to thank Him for allowing us to help Him feed His people in need.
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THE PERFECT GIFT
Do you stress about finding just the right gift for everyone on your Christmas list? Does it make the
season more a hassle than a joy? Pastor Mike |SI a
for people, as if it were their birthdayor ours. Christmas is about the perfect presence of Immanuel, Ggd
with us, through the birth of Jesus; i1toés hisl bi
In Christmas Is Not your Birthday Abi ngdon) , Sl aughter writes], i
find gifts that will please certain family members or friehdbe people who seem to have everythirand
yet it is so clear what the Lord of lords and King of kings wants for his birthday. God waritygautime,
your talentand your treastirai s ed i n service to others. o
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church
4065 Mt. Zion Road
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