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Does the Reformation Still Matter?
Last month, I gave a brief history of the reformation, of the man who led a movement aided
by the printing press and friends in high places, against the most powerful entity in the entire world. Today,
however, if you were to ask anyone about the reformation you most likely would get a brief response about
some baldheaded monk that nailed something on a church door, or a blank stare, or something in between.
If you were then to ask, does the reformation matter today? my guess would be most, if not all, would say
no. I mean, how many people understand the issues or differences between Catholics and Protestants. Most
of the Roman Catholicism we encounter is not concerned with the issue of purgatory or works
righteousness, nor understands what it means to be justified by faith in Christ alone.
However, the Reformation is important not just for the correction of doctrine and the reinfusion of
the Gospel into the church and Christians in the 1500s but for what it has given us today. At a time in
which most people are so uninterested in anything that is not happening now or worse yet want to sanitize
the past to make it sound better, the Reformation reminds us that there is great wisdom and holiness in the
past. God used imperfect people to help guide us and provide us with a model to how we ought to think and
live in our own time. Luther and the other reformers did not do everything right, and we can learn from that
as well, but they did get the importance of God’s Word in our lives. The Reformation is a great reminder of
how important the Word of God is to daily living as a follower of Christ.
The five solas that came out of the Reformation are more than cold Latin terms for scholars and
history books as they are extremely practical. They are both the DNA of the Reformation and also of true
churches today. They are grounded in a real-life, every day following of Jesus and are the most important,
basic scriptural truths you can ever believe. They are the underlying convictions of our belief in God, Bible
and Jesus. The five solas are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Sola Scriptura (by Scripture alone)
Sola gratia (by grace alone)
Sola fide (through faith alone)
Solus Christus (through Christ alone)
Soli Deo gloria (glory to God alone)

The issues have not changed, just the times. The answers to the same key questions still make all the
difference between human hopelessness and happiness. What will happen to me when I die? How can I
know? Can I confidently rely for my salvation on Christ alone, or does my salvation also rest on my own
efforts? Sound familiar; these are the questions in the 16th century that still plague people today. The Reformation was a positive movement, about moving toward the gospel. This is what preserves the validity of the
Reformation for today; it is why it is still relevant today. We have seen our own, as well as other major denominations, turn from the 5 solas to something culturally acceptable in line with positive thinking and selfesteem. The Reformation continually points to our need for a savior in Jesus Christ, by the Grace of God in
His Word. It demonstrates that faith alone in Christ alone brings glory to God alone. Traditions, cultural pop
psychology, and other religions fall short in answering those questions and in fact drives the questioner crazy.
The idea of being guilty before God is foreign to society’s’ thinking and they believe they have no need for
justification. However, we see how guilt has affected people today. We only have to see the epidemics of
addiction to drugs, alcohol and pornography as what people turn to deaden the guilt they feel. Our culture
today force feeds us messages that we will be more loved when we make ourselves more attractive or do
things that others want us to do. While not related to God, it is still a religion of good works; I must do
something, it is all about me, me, me. It is to this self-centeredness that the Reformation still has good news.
The words of Martin Luther cut through all this:
The love of God does not find, but creates, that which is pleasing to it… Rather than
seeking its own good, the love of God flows forth and bestows good. Therefore, sinners are
attractive because they are loved; they are not loved because they are attractive.
Justification by faith alone is no relic of the history books; it remains today as the only message of ultimate liberation, the message with the deepest power to make humans unfurl and flourish. It gives assurance
before our holy God and turns sinners who once attempted to earn their salvation into saints who love and
fear Him.1 Is the Reformation relevant today, absolutely! So preach it, proclaim it, tell others why. Both the
needs and the opportunities are as great as they were five hundred years ago—in fact, they are greater. Let us
then take courage from the faithfulness of the Reformers and hold the same wonderful gospel high, for it has
lost none of its glory or its power to dispel our darkness (Reeves, 2017).
Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ.
Galatians 2:16a
This saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance: “Christ Jesus came into the World
to save sinners.” 1 Timothy 1:15 (and I am the worst of them).
------------------------------------------------Reeves, Michael.
Why the Reformation Still Matters, Tabletalk, October 2017. https://tabletalkmagazine.com/
article/2017/10/reformation-still-matters/
Thankfulness is not a minor virtue. It is not one of the elementary virtues [that] may be left behind as we become more
mature. I believe that thankfulness is essential to the
strength of every virtue, and that without it every other
branch is starved and lean.
Life without thankfulness is devoid of love and passion. Hope
without thankfulness is lacking in fine perception. Faith without thankfulness lacks strength and fortitude. Every virtue
divorced from thankfulness is maimed and limps along the
spiritual road.
—John Henry Jowett

Oct 19, 2017
Attendance: Nate Arnold, Vanessa Barrett, Audrey Cook, Sheri Culler, Martha Dourson, Mary Fowler,
Ralph Hall, Jim Tomlinson, Pastor Eric Steward,
Bill Grubaugh were excused.
Pastor Eric opened the meeting with devotions on the Fourth Commandment and a prayer.
Minutes were handed out and read. Ralph Hall made a motion to accept the minutes. Nate Arnold seconded.
Motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT
David Culler gave the treasurer’s report. We were in the black for Sept. -+547.12. Income was $5,764.62,
expenses were $5,217.50. Year-to-date we are in the red -6,741.79. The expenses for
The Capital Improvement Fund and the Bicentennial Celebration Fund have been set up. The Capital Improvement fund will begin with $5,000 transferred from the endowment money. This fund is for large projects that may need done at the church in the future.
Ralph Hall made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report. Martha Dourson seconded. Motion carried.
The audit should be done by the end of the year.
David Culler and Ralph Hall handed out a proposal for a sound system from Kahl's Sound, which was
$21,821.11. This does not include a camera. This will need to be voted on and will be included in a special
congregational meeting to be help Nov. 26.
PASTOR'S REPORT
Pastor Eric gave his report.
Home Communions – 1
Worship - 2 (1 service was at Mt. Jeez and 1 was held at St. Michael's – so we had only 2 this month)
Home Visits: 3
Home Communions : 1
Administrative – 30 hours
Wed. Bible Study – 4
Adult Sunday School – 2
Catechism: 2
Church Council – 1
Food Pantry: 2
Congregational Meeting – 0
Committee Meetings – 1 (Anniversary)
Other information: Sent 6 letters out inviting VBS children to Sunday School
Meeting w/ Lucas Young Life
LAMA Thanksgiving service will be held at Mt. Zion on Nov. 21
Martha made a motion that the church match any funds collected for the NALC Disaster Relief Fund. Ralph
seconded. Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
YOUTH GROUP - Vanessa thanked Pastor Eric and Freda for opening their home for the Youth Group fall
party. Approximately 40 youth attended and a great time was had by all.
OLD BUSINESS






The pumpkin carving and chili cook-off held at the church was a great time. There were about 40 people
that attended. The pumpkin carvings done by the kids were great and pictures were posted to our
Facebook page.
The steps into the educational wing will be poured the week of Oct. 23, weather permitting.
A letter will be sent out to members of the congregation informing of a special meeting to be held Nov26
for the purpose of voting on constitution changes (recommended by council) and the sound system.

NEW BUSINESS
Martha made a motion to purchase a new refrigerator for the basement. Ralph seconded. Motion carried. Audrey Cook will see to purchasing the fridge.
Ralph H. moved to adjourn. Nate A. seconded. Motion carried.
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Audrey Cook, Council Secretary

Please include these brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers:
Mark Alt (Uncle of Kathy Grover), Patricia Dourson (Mother of Member), Al Fowler (Husband of Mary Fowler), Janet Grover (Member),
Grace Kintz (Member), Tom Lyons, Lucille Maglott (Member), Rev.
Sanford Mitchell (Retired Pastor, Trinity – Ashland), Jameson Taylor
(Son-in-Law of Bill and Jan Grubaugh), Krista Thompson (LAFP Volunteer), Ethel Oaklief (Member), Ted Paullin (added by John and Sherri
Culler), Richard Orewiler, Sara Schwendeman, and Karen Garmon
(Cousin of John and David Culler), Kay Zgela.

Thanksgiving Beatitudes
Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire. If you did, what would there
be to look forward to?
Be thankful when you don’t know something, for it gives you the opportunity to learn.
Be thankful for the difficult times. During those times you grow.
Be thankful for your limitations, because they give you opportunities for improvement.
Be thankful for each new challenge, because it will build your strength and character.
Be thankful for your mistakes. They will teach you valuable lessons.
Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, because it means you’ve made a difference.
-Author unknown

Question: How much should I give?
Did the title get your attention? It is a common question, one I hope you have been asking yourselves
and praying about. Now before you are scared that there will be a guilt trip laid out here and not read the rest
of this, I want to assure you that is not the case. Instead of answering the question with a figure or percentage, I want to ask you a few questions.
If money were the answer to everyone’s discontentment or fear, then why as the wealthiest nation in
the world, do we suffer so much fear in financial ruin or discontentment with our lives? Jesus spoke of money more than any other specific topic. The answer is because money will not provide us with the peace and
contentment that only God can provide. Therefore, if you are looking for happiness in money, you will not
find it. Now, I am not naïve enough to believe that we do not need money, unfortunately that is just a fact of
living in the world today. Therefore, I am not advocating that you should give all your money away and live
as a hermit or beggar on the street. I do not even thing God advocates that. However, when it comes to money, Christians should have a different perspective than worldly people. If, as a Christian, I want to be content
with what I have, I need to ask a couple of questions.
The first question is “who owns the money?” The answer to this question is found in God's Word. Psalm
24:1 says that God owns it all “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world and all who dwell therein”. Cannot get any clearer than that, God is the owner of everything to include you and me and whatever we
might possess. If we truly believe this then it seems that we are just caretakers of his money, money managers in a way. We are all stewards (pardon the pun) of his money. This then causes us to change our focus
from “what do I want to do with my money” to “what does God want me to do with His money.” The fact is
God uses money as a tool to shape us, as a test of trust and obedience, and as a testimony to others around us
shining a light into a dark world.
The second question is “how much is enough?” The answer to that question is a journey to true financial
contentment because we all have a finite piece of the financial pie. We can only use money in a few ways:
live, give, owe and grow. Therefore, before we go out and use God’s money, we should heed the words of
Hebrews 13:5, “Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, ‘I
will never leave you nor forsake you’.” In other words, we must choose financial contentment. Then we
must interact with God who owns it all anyway, call upon him, discuss with him, “how much is enough?”
This reveals to us that there is no independent financial decisions within the pie because it is finite. It also
shows us that if we have a long-term perspective, our decisions are better for today. You see for each of the
wedges of this pie, the Bible does offer sound wisdom all the time no matter what size of pie you have. Here
is a few thoughts:
1. Live within your means, that is do not be like our government and spend more than you earn.
2. Give generously because this breaks the power money has on our lives. Giving and generously should go
hand in hand.
3. Avoid debt because debt always mortgages the future. Debt is the number one reason people do not follow God’s leading for their lives.
4. Pay taxes with gratitude. What, be thankful for paying taxes? Yes, as they are symptomatic of God’s
provision.
5. Plan for financial margin because the unexpected will happen

In addition, to make it all work, set long-term goals because there is always a tradeoff between the short term
and the long term.
So if you thought this was going to be a guilt trip article for you to give to the restoration, renovation
campaign, I hope I have just given you some food for thought, some guidance of what to do with your
money. I cannot tell you how much to give. I will not even tell you, that you must give. I will tell you that
God wants you to care for his money rightly. God’s financial wisdom should change the way we think, act
and communicate about money. So, I pray that you listen to what God says about money and not what the
world says. If that means he has laid it on your heart to give to Mt Zion, great, please do so. If not, then
ensure you are listening to where he wants you to give. You are stewards of his money for the short time you
are here. Will you use his money for future generations? While I might not have answered the question:
how much should I give?, I hope this has given you food for thought about how you use the money God has
entrusted to you.

Memory Tree
As part of our 2018 Bicentennial celebration, a “memory tree” will be placed in the “Historical Display
Room” (Sunday School room in the back of the sanctuary). Almost anything can be submitted for the
memory tree: a note of some special Mt. Zion moment, a photograph, an artifact, a craft item, cloth, etc. –
anything that can hang on the tree. Relate the significance of your item, how is has touched your heart in
some significant way. Your memory item can be about yourself, another person, a Pastor, the church, an
event, anything that has impacted your life at Mt. Zion.
Anyone can submit an item for the “memory tree”, so invite your family, former members, former Pastors,
your neighbors to send in their memories. Deadline for submission is March 31st, 2018. Make sure your
name is on the item, so it can be retuned. Items will be displayed throughout 2018, so items will not be returned until early 2019. Coordinate your submission with Dee Dee Culler, who is assisting the Bicentennial
committee with the memory tree. You can contact Dee Dee with any questions at (419) 892-3577. Let’s fill
our tree with Spirit-filled, uplifting memories of Life at Mt. Zion over the years - how Christ’s love has
changed our lives.

Hello everyone,
It's getting that time of year again...
If you have any winter coats that are still good but you are not using, please
consider donating them to those in need through the Lucas Area Food Pantry.
You can drop them off at any of the 6 Churches or bring
them to the pantry on a delivery or distribution day.
Please let your friends know that this is a way to help
others less fortunate.
We continue to thank God for allowing the pantry to do
this work in His name.
Jan

Lucas Area Food Pantry Volunteer Appreciation Party.

Now what we mean by volunteer is spouses and anyone involved in any way with the pantry, whether at a delivery
or distribution or by donations or thoughts and prayers and in any other way.
This includes all of the 6 churches sponsoring the pantry and their pastors and congregation members. All
of Lucas school and students, Leo Lions, Lion's Club members, LCC board, FFA members, people who were involved in getting the pantry originally started and all community members. We are all a part of the LAFP!!!

We wanted to get away from our work environment and thought we should ask one of the 6 sponsoring Churches
of the LAFP, soooo,

The party will be held in the Fellowship Room of Grace Bible Church
on Main St. in Lucas..
The date is

Friday December 8th.

We discussed times and it was decided to have it

from 4-6pm.

Some have trouble driving at night and we were told there is a game that night, so the timing will allow you to
come to the party and still attend the game.

For food for the evening we are asking you to

bring an appetizer or your favorite Christ-

mas Cookies to share.
There will be

drinks provided.

We are not having a sit down meal since we have no idea if we will have 150 or 25 people attend.

We are hoping to

sing carols and have some fun during the festivities.

Maybe some will share a short happy thought they have by being involved
with the LAFP.
If you have any questions, feel free to call us.

We hope you all come for a Joyous Celebration of the Birth of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ and to thank Him for allowing us to help Him feed
His people in need.

During the month of November, you are encouraged to greet and pray for these members and
friends of Mt. Zion Lutheran Church who are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries.
**If there is anyone you would like to add to our Birthday/Anniversary list either in honor of, or in memory of,
please contact the Church Office with your request! Thank you!

2 Mitchell Graham
4 Val Winters
7 Marie McKenna
8 Abby Stallard Hunt
8 Rachel Laps
12 Diana Wright
12 Brain Steward

10

15 Martha Dourson
15 Tami Backensto
20 Pat Saylor
22 Judd Cook
27 Diane Winger
30 Robin Culler

Adam & Kathy Culler

During the month of November, we THANK these members who are offering
their service to the church in various ways:
5
12
19
26

Lector

Acolyte

Fellowship Time

Jackie Arnold
Jan Grubaugh
Sherri Culler
Amity Arnold

Jeb Grover
Melvin McKenna Jr.
Colin Arnold
Andrew Smollen

Audrey Cook
Mary Tomlinson
Amity Arnold

Ushers

The McKenna Family

Communion
Offering Counters
Altar Guild

Nate Culler
Martha Dourson and Jim Tomlinson
Susan Laps and Marie McKenna

The following article details a heartbreaking day for the people of Mt Zion. Virginia Lee was the local
correspondent for the News Journal, and wrote a column called the “Leeward Side of Life”. She and her
husband, Dr. Paul Lee, lived on Union St. in Lucas. Both are buried in Mt Zion Cemetery.
Be sure to read her second article. Within five days Virginia wrote again, this time detailing the spirit of hope
within the people of Mt Zion.

Flames Gut Historic Church Near Lucas
by Virginia Lee, N-J [News Journal] State Correspondent, 10 Feb 1948, Front Page

LUCAS—Historic Mt Zion Lutheran Church, east of Lucas, was destroyed early today by a fire that apparently
started at the point where electric wires entered its steepled vestibule.
Only charred ruins remain of what was one of the finest rural churches in this section of Ohio, and one
deeply steeped in tradition. The leveled frame building was built in 1866, 54 years after the church was
organized. Rev. C.B.A. Stacy, pastor, said a $12,000 expansion program was about 80 per cent completed.
The fire was discovered about 1:25 a.m. by Avery Williams as he returned from work in a Lucas tavern. Lucas
volunteer firemen quickly responded to Williams’ call but, with inadequate chemical equipment, their efforts
were futile.
The loss was estimated by Fire Chief Dale Peterson at $25,000. Less than one-third of the loss was covered
by insurance, board members said.

WALLS TOPPLE
Within half an hour after the blaze was discovered, the vestibule was destroyed. Flames climbed high in the
early morning sky and a downpour of sparks fell on snow-covered Mt Zion Cemetery across the road. Last of
the walls toppled about 3 a.m., leaving smoldering debris in the basement.
Last fall the church building had been moved a few feet farther from the road and onto a spacious new
basement. Hired workmen and members of the church had worked side by side to make the improvements.
Some of the church members worked there yesterday.
All the buildings contents were lost—the handmade walnut seats that filled the pews, the various gifts of
furniture and equipment that had been donated by the churchgoers of present and past generations. The
attic housed a 36-star American flag that once stood on the altar of the former church. The huge bell, also a
gift, toppled from the belfry as a fourth-generation grandson arrived on the scene. Even the 50-year-old
maple trees that shaded the structure and shrubbery pattern before it were victims of the holocaust.

Zion Church to Rise From Ashes of Fire
by Virginia Lee, N-J [News Journal] State Correspondent, 15 Feb 1948, page 22.
LUCAS—The same crusading spirit that in 1812 prompted their forefathers in the historic Copus community
to build the German school and “house of worship” that became Mt Zion Lutheran church will prompt the
present generation to rebuild it.
This determination remains with the ruins of what was one of the most picturesque and up-to-date country
church in this section of Ohio prior to its destruction by fire Tuesday morning. Built in 1866, the white frame
structure was the third that had served the organization.
Church board members—many of them third and fourth generation descendants of the stalwart founders—
met in emergency session Thursday night as an initial move toward rebuilding the only church home many
of them had ever known.
The board set Feb. 21 as the date for a special congregational meeting at the school. It announced that an
anonymous donor had made the first pledge for a rebuilding fund for reconstruction. The sum, not disclosed, was indicated as a substantial amount.
Board members are Wendell Blust, secretary; Howard Cook, treasurer; and David Culler, Emery Culler, John
Snook, Harry Cook, Burlyn Maglott, Lee Culler and Keith Applegate.

FLAMES MARK GRAVES
Flames from the burning church illuminated headstones in the Mt Zion cemetery across the road which
marks burials since 1812. Among early names in the church cemetery history are Michael Shanibarger, Michael Culler, Jacob Koogle, Adam Wininger, Gerhart Sheets, John Ernsberger, Henry Smith, John Swigart,
Philip and John Keefer, Mrs. Bonenberg and others. Most have progeny still residing in the community.
These were the people who laid out the church and cemetery plot with compass precision so that churchgoers would face east in time of worship and so that those buried would face the rising sun on Resurrection
day. Even the recent building originally had separate doorways for men and women with women entering
on the east side and sitting on that side and men using the west facilities.
Expansion and improvement have characterized the church since its beginning. The razed frame building
which cost $3000 in 1866 had its belfry, tower, spire and bell added in 1879, its stained glass windows, a
slate roof and other improvements in 1893, its interior rearranged and partially refurnished in 1904, the old
basement excavated and equipped before 1920.
The fire interrupted its most recent expansion program when about 80 per cent of its $12,000 improvements had been accomplished. The huge bell fell from the tower to alight in the debris damaged but with
this inscription intact:
“May all who hear my welcome sound, At God’s right hand at last be found.”

When people go to work, they shouldn’t have to leave their hearts at home.
Betty Bender
While looking through my box of quotes, I came across this one and though it would be nice to make
a small change. In place of “When people go to work” put in the phrase; “When people leave the church on
Sunday morning”. Pastor Eric instituted the “Greeting” to start off our service and it sets the tone for the service. To me, I get a good feeling to get off my seat and “greet” those around me. Thinking about starting off
the week, either going to work, school, or just going through the retirement schedule, wouldn’t it be nice to
“greet” those around us with the same enthusiasm as we do our fellow church goers on Sunday morning.
One of the reasons we attend church is to reinforce our relationship with God and by doing it in a corporate setting, we know that there are other people around us that help us complete that task. What if we were
to extend our “greeting attitude” all week long? Do you think that those around us would feel the love of
God by our actions? Wouldn’t it be worth a try to see how someone would respond?
Mt. Zion has started the building renovation to make to make sure that those in following generations
will have a place to congregate and worship. It has been a long time since attention had been given to our
building. Sometimes we need to “renovate” ourselves to let others, away from our own church, know that we
are Christians and willing to greet them in Brotherly love. As we leave the building after worship on Sunday
morning and inspired by Pastor Eric’s Sermon, let us not “leave our hearts” at the church, but rather think of
the phrase “Mt. Zion…..Share the Love” to carry us throughout the week.
In His Name,
Jim Tomlinson
Council President

Due to the shortened work week of Thanksgiving, the
deadline for the December Echo will be a week earlier on
Monday, November 13 . The December Echo will be available for pick-up at the church on Sunday, November 26.

Please make sure that any information you want included in the December edition of
The Echo is in to the Church Office by
10:00 a.m. on November 13.

Thank you.

RENOVATION……REFORMATION…….RENEWAL
By now you are aware that on October 1, 2017, Mt. Zion launched its capital campaign towards the funds needed for the
renovation of the church. At the past May congregational meeting, the congregation approved the expenditure of funds
specifically for the following:
Sanctuary painting, pew and woodwork restoration, ceiling cleaning and restoration,
and sanctuary modification
$42,000
Sanctuary air conditioning
Sanctuary flooring
Front and side entrance restoration

36,000
9,000
20,000

New pew cushions

5,700

Stained Glass Window

10,000

Landscaping

10,000

TOTAL

132,700

After much discussion, the Renovation Committee, Dave and DeeDee Culler, Ralph Hall, Jan Grubaugh, Amity Arnold, and
Martha Dourson, decided the most inexpensive way to finance this was to run our own capital campaign, (over 3 years), thereby
eliminating interest charges and fees from the bank. Therefore, we will use our investment portfolio as our bank. The interest
generated from the investment portfolio and monies received from pledges will pay for all or nearly all of this project. Please
note that the money for the stained glass windows and design on the front doors and transom will be paid from the Investment
portfolio as a memorial for Miriam Byerly and is not figured into renovation project. From the estimated cost of $122,700.00
needed to pay for this renovation, it is our hope that we can raise about half, or $65,000.00.
What each person/family pledges or gives is their personal decision. There are no rules and no formula as to the amount
to pledge. Only God and the finance secretary will know what has been pledged. There are many different options to pay as well.
We also realize that circumstances change that can make it difficult to fulfill the pledge. What is important, the Committee
strongly feels, is that everyone participates in this project. That is what we are asking – that no matter what amount, please
consider pledging/giving what you can.
Although we celebrated Pledge Sunday on October 22, 2017, you can still pledge/give at any time. We understand that
we are undertaking a big project, but please realize a couple things. The church has not kept up with needed repairs in quite a
few years. Imagine the result if you neglected maintenance in your own home. And probably even more important, we are
building in faith for our future. If ever there was a time that we should try to ensure the survival of the church, it is now. If you
have not already done so, please prayerfully consider a gift for the future of Mt. Zion. Thank you.
The Renovation Committee

If you don’t want to arrive at
church an hour early, remember to turn
your clocks back on Sunday, November
5th. If not, start the coffee!

Tis the Season….
It is time to pack Christmas Boxes for Samaritan’s Purse
Operation Christmas Child.
We will pack the boxes during the Sunday School hour on 12
November but we need your help with supplies and postage.
Supplies Needed: Wow items like dolls, stuffed animals, deflated balls…dollar store stuff
Personal Items, School supplies, crafts, clothing See Bulletin Bd for more details.
Postage required for each shoe box: $9.00
Please bring supplies and join us in putting boxes together to make some child’s Christmas a bit brighter.
For more information go to https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/

Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Child Shoebox Ideas
Toys: Include items that children will immediately embrace such as toy cars, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that light
up and make noise (with extra batteries), musical instruments, puzzles, puppets, stuffed animals, etc.
School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, solar calculators, coloring and
picture books, etc.
Non-liquid Hygiene Items: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, washcloths, etc.
Accessories: T-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries), etc.
Crafts: Make your own items such as hair bows, finger puppets, and friendship bracelets. Download instructions
here.
Age and Gender-Specific Ideas:
Girls 2-4, Girls 5-9, Girls 10-14. Boys 2-4, Boys 5-9, Boys 10-14.
A Personal Note: You may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. If you include your
name and address, the child may be able to write back.
Do Not Include
Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives, or military figures; chocolate or food; out-of-date
candy; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol
cans.

A Journey to Bethlehem
Calling all Mt Zion Families: We are taking a Journey through Bethlehem on December 2.
Experience the sights and sounds that Joseph and Mary may have experienced as they journeyed to
Bethlehem. Some of the activities of the journey include registering for taxation, just as Mary and Joseph
did, and experiencing the Bethlehem marketplace. Participants will also meet biblical characters and share
a fireside with shepherds and their flocks. The journey ends with a live Nativity scene and refreshments.
We will caravan from the church to Walnut Creek, meeting at 3 pm. The journey takes about 2
hours with some walking and riding on horse drawn wagons. It is fun for the entire family. A great way to
kick off Advent!
For more information visit: http://cometowalnutcreekohio.com/event/journey-to-bethlehem/

RENOVATION……REFORMATION…….RENEWAL
By now you are aware that on October 1, 2017, Mt. Zion launched its capital campaign towards the funds needed for the restoration of the church. At the past May congregational
meeting, the congregation approved the expenditure of funds specifically for the following:
Sanctuary painting, pew and woodwork restoration, ceiling cleaning and
restoration, and sanctuary modification
$42,000
Sanctuary air conditioning
$36,000
Sanctuary flooring
$ 9,000
Front and side entrance restoration
$20,000
New pew cushions
$ 5,700
Stained Glass Window
$10,000
Landscaping
$10,000
TOTAL
$132,700
After much discussion, the Renovation Committee, Dave and DeeDee Culler, Ralph Hall,
Jan Grubaugh, Amity Arnold, and Martha Dourson, decided the most inexpensive way to
finance this was to conduct our own capital campaign, (over 3 years), thereby eliminating
interest charges and fees from the bank. Therefore, we will use our investment portfolio as
our bank. The interest generated from the investment portfolio and monies received from
pledges will pay for all or nearly all of this project. Please note that the money for the
stained glass windows and design on the front doors and transom will be paid from the Investment portfolio as a memorial for Miriam Byerly and is not figured into renovation project. From the estimated cost of $122,700.00 needed to pay for this renovation, it is our
hope that we can raise about half, or $65,000.00.
What each person/family pledges or gives is their personal decision. There are no rules and
no formula as to the amount to pledge. Only the finance secretary will know what has
been pledged. You have many different options. We also realize that circumstances
change that can make it difficult to fulfill the pledge. What is important, the Committee
strongly feels, is that everyone participates in this project. That is what we are asking – that
no matter what amount, please consider pledging/giving what you can.
Pledge Sunday is November 5th 2017, but you can pledge/give at any time. Pledge forms
are available at the church office or we can mail one to you. Completed pledge forms
should be placed in the Pledge “Lock Box” located in the alcove outside the sanctuary.
Details on the pledge process, payment options, Restoration Fund and capital campaign
reporting are available at the church office. You are welcome to request a copy if you do
not have one, or you can contact Dave Culler (419) 892-3577 with your pledge and payment questions.
We understand that we are undertaking a big project, but please realize a couple things.
The church has not kept up with needed repairs in quite a few years. Imagine the result if
you neglected maintenance in your own home. And probably even more important, we
are building in faith for our future. If ever there was a time that we should try to ensure the
survival of the church, it is now. If you have not already done so, please consider a gift for
the future of Mt. Zion. Thank you. The Renovation Committee

November 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

All Saints Day

Pastor in office
11-5

Pastor in office
11-4

Sat

4

Elaine in office
10-3

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Daylight Saving
Time Ends

Karen in office
9-12

Pastor in office
11-5

Elaine in office
10-3

Pastor in office
11-5

Pastor in office
11-4

Veterans’ Day

Karen in office
9-11

LAMA 9

Council Meeting
7 pm

LAFP Delivery

Communion

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Quarter Collection

Karen in office
9-12

Pastor in office
11-5

Elaine in office
10-3

Pastor in office
11-5

Pastor in office
11-4

LAFP Distribution

ECHO INFO DUE

Karen in office
9-11

19

20

21

Communion

Karen in office
9-12

Pastor in office
11-5

Confirmation
6:30-8

22

23
Thanksgiving Day

Karen in office
9-11

Confirmation
6:30-8

26

LAFP Delivery

27

28

29

30

Karen in office
9-12

Pastor in office
11-5

Elaine in office
10-3

Pastor in office
11-5

Karen in office
9-11

24

25
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4065 Mt. Zion Road
Lucas, OH

44843

