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I.  Why Have a Funeral? 

  Some people see the funeral service as an unnecessary trouble and expense.  

Why all the bother?  I would argue that there are many good reasons for the death of 

believers in Jesus Christ to be marked by a funeral or memorial service.   

First, in scripture we see many examples of the passing of believers being 

marked by family members pausing to mourn together and to commit the body of the 

deceased to the earth.  (The very idea of failing to do so is foreign to Scriptural 

theology.) The preparation and burial of the body of our Lord by Joseph of Arimathea 

and Nicodemus receives special attention in Scripture, as well as the intention of the 

women to complete the task of embalming on that resurrection Sunday morning!  Our 

physical bodies continue to bear God’s image in death; our physical bodies remain in 

union with the ascended Lord Jesus Christ in death; and our physical bodies should be 

buried with reverence and hope of the resurrection.   

Second, the funeral service provides an opportunity for worship.  The funeral is 

an occasion for family and loved ones of the deceased to renew their hope in God who 

alone is the author of life; to give thanks to God for the life of the deceased; and to 

publicly affirm the hope of the resurrection for the deceased.   

Third, with its God-centered focus, the funeral reminds all of the mourners that 

life is fleeting, and that if the Lord tarries, we will each likewise experience death and 

pass from this world into eternity and face final judgment before Christ.   

Fourth, for this same reason, the funeral service is a wonderful evangelistic 

opportunity.  At the funeral, people who are not walking with the Lord in repentance and 

faith have an opportunity to hear about Jesus Christ, His love for sinners, His death for 

sinners, and His triumph over sin and death.   

Fifth, the Christian funeral service declares to the world that every single life is 

important and matters to God.  Every human being is created in God’s image and 

deserves to be treated with dignity in life and in death.  Though the world may discount 

some people as irrelevant, useless, or even as a drain on society, from God’s viewpoint, 

every human being is the object of His careful design and love.  The Christian funeral 

service declares, “This person bears God’s image and is therefore of inestimable value.”   

And sixth, but perhaps most importantly, the funeral gives people a chance to 

grieve as Christians (1 Thessalonians 4:13).  Our generation is insulated against 

witnessing death in a way that has been unknown in world history, and consequently, 

our generation is insulated against the experience of grief in a way that has been 

unknown in world history.  This is not a good thing.  Just a few generations back, when 

someone died, the body was laid out in the family’s home overnight, and then buried by 

the family within the next day or so.  During those precious intervening hours, family and 

neighbors wept together, ate together, told stories together, went to the church and 

worshiped together, and then carried the body to the cemetery for burial together.  We 
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now have ways to circumvent all of these steps, to our emotional and spiritual detriment.  

Grief is a God-given emotion, and when we are denied the opportunity to grieve 

appropriately, the emotions will come out in other ways (anger, bitterness, guilt, and 

depression, for example).  As you know, “Jesus wept” at the graveside of Lazarus.  To 

grieve honestly, openly, and publicly is one more way to imitate your Lord! Your funeral 

is a gift to those whom you leave behind, a chance for them to hear the good news of 

Christ, to grieve, to hope, and to rejoice.   

- Pastor Davidson 
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II. Frequently Asked Questions 

Do I need a will? Yes, you need a will. As a Christian, you understand that the Earth is 

the Lord’s, and you are an accountable steward of His wealth.  Preparing a legally 

binding will is a necessary act of responsible stewardship. To look at it differently, part 

of your preparation for the joys of heaven is in your taking responsibility for your life on 

earth by leaving your estate in good shape.  The moment you’re gone, any verbal 

instructions or written directives that are less than a true will become pretty much 

meaningless.  Sit down with an attorney and prepare your will.  Those you leave behind 

will be grateful.    

What is the difference between a funeral and memorial service?  Simply put, at a 

funeral service the body of the deceased is present, whereas at a memorial service 

either the deceased’s ashes or no remains are present.  Both services provide an 

opportunity to proclaim Christ’s victory over the grave as we remember all that God has 

given us in the life of our loved one. 

How does the EPC view cremation?  Our EPC Book of Worship states that “It is 

permissible for Christians to dispose of bodies by burial, cremation, or donation for 

scientific purposes.”  The decision is yours to make, in consultation with your family.  I 

personally prefer burial over cremation because in Christian burial the Christian hope of 

the resurrection is more beautifully displayed.  The same body lowered into the earth 

will one day be raised to glorious resurrection life.  If you do choose cremation, I still 

urge you to have a headstone in a cemetery near the plots of other family members.  An 

engraved headstone with your full name and dates of birth and death are important to 

future generations for historical reasons.  An engraved headstone is also a testimony to 

the world that the same person who was born on such and such a date and who died on 

such and such a date will one day be raised to life. Similarly, I also discourage the 

practice of scattering ashes, which seems to suggest that the identity of the soul is lost 

in death.   

Should I make pre-arrangements with a Funeral Director? An appointment with a 

Funeral Director in advance of death is a wise step to help you decide what you and 

your family need from the many services available.  Making those decisions in advance, 

and prepaying for them, is a tremendous gift to your family.  If you are a family member 

caring for a loved one whose time of death is approaching, making an initial contact now 

with a Funeral Director can be very helpful and will lessen the decisions and demands 

you’ll face upon death.   

If I choose cremation, do I still need to secure the services of a Funeral Director?  

I highly recommend working with a Funeral Director.  This professional will ease the 

strain upon family members by coordinating all the details and thus contributing to your 

wishes being carried out with dignity and honor.  It is estimated that in the first days 

following a loved one’s death, the family makes an average of 200 decisions.  A Funeral 

Director can guide the family through many of those decisions.   
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Should the service be at the funeral home, or at the church?  Either is appropriate, 

and each has its benefits.  The LVPC sanctuary is available for funeral services for 

church members (or immediate family of members) any time other than Sunday 

morning.  If you are cremating the body of your loved one and don’t have much money 

to spend on funeral home services, a funeral in the church sanctuary might be a good 

option.  Another benefit is that family members can go straight downstairs for the 

bereavement dinner, should you have one, following the service. However, there are 

several downsides to having a funeral in the LVPC sanctuary.  First, we do not have 

very good floor space in the sanctuary suitable for a receiving line.  Second, we do not 

have a very suitable way to facilitate the popular practice of showing a video tribute to 

the deceased. Third, depending on the day and time of the service, it can be difficult to 

find people to play piano, lead a hymn, manage the sound board, and so forth.  The 

funeral home, on the other hand, provides the space and manages all these things; but 

these services come with a price tag.   

What about graveside services?  In some situations, a brief graveside service is an 

appropriate alternative to the longer, more traditional funeral in the church or at the 

funeral home.  For example, if the deceased had very few remaining friends or family 

members, a graveside service can provide a sweet and comforting testimony to the life 

of the deceased and the hope of the resurrection.   I have also seen cases in which 

some of the closest family members to the deceased quite simply do not like to go 

inside churches and funeral homes.  In those situations, a short graveside service is far 

better than having no service at all.  The season of the year, and the weather forecast, 

should be carefully considered when choosing a graveside service.   

What about donating my remains for scientific purposes?  It is entirely appropriate 

for a believer to donate his or her remains to a university for use in a medical school 

anatomy laboratory or for similar usage.  These arrangements should be carefully made 

with the university in advance, which typically will cremate the remains when they are 

through with them and return them to the family. When making preparations with the 

institution, be sure to discuss the question of how your body will be picked up and 

delivered, lest your family be left with an unexpected and expensive transportation fee.  

If you choose to donate your remains, talk about it with your loved ones in advance.  

Ideally, your loved ones will still have a memorial service soon after your passing, with 

the burial of your ashes sometime later.   

How soon after death does a funeral or memorial service take place?  Funeral 

services are normally held within three to five days following death.  Usually the earliest 

that an obituary can be printed in the newspaper is the second day after the death, 

which will push the funeral out to at least the third day.  (For example, death occurs on 

Monday afternoon; the obituary is submitted on Tuesday morning; is printed in 

Wednesday’s newspaper, announcing a Thursday service.)  Generally speaking, the 

sooner the funeral can be held, the better, with due consideration for those coming in 

from out of town for the funeral.  Memorial services can be held at any time, but again, I 
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advise having the memorial service as promptly as possible as an important part of the 

grief process.  For veterans being interred at Chattanooga National Cemetery, be aware 

that the Cemetery does not schedule services on the weekends.   

What about bereavement dinners at the church following a funeral?  Gathering 

around a table laden with comfort food is a wonderful conclusion to the funeral and 

burial of a loved one.  LVPC has a beautiful tradition of hosting such bereavement 

dinners.  When church members die, LVPC is happy to provide an entrée or two such 

as fried chicken or ham.  Church members and other loved ones of the deceased often 

contribute side items, desserts, and beverages.  Whether you have a bereavement 

dinner at the church or not, keep in mind that in the South, people will be preparing food 

for the grieving family.  The family needs to have a plan in place for receiving it.   

May more than one minister speak at the funeral or memorial service?  I advise 

against it, unless the second minister is speaking more from the standpoint of eulogy 

(see below).  In funerals, less is almost always more.  

May people other than the minister speak at the funeral or memorial service?  It is 

not uncommon for someone other than the pastor, say, a close friend or family member, 

to give a eulogy (lit: “good word”) for the deceased.  My recommendation is that one or 

at most two such speakers should give their brief words of honor to the deceased 

(though none are required). This practice should be approached with caution.  Will the 

speaker be able to make his or her remarks without emotional breakdown?  Will the 

speaker honor the deceased and the deceased’s family appropriately? And most 

importantly, does the speaker hold views of the Triune God, of life, of death, of the 

resurrection, and of eternity that are consistent with distinctly Christian theology 

anchored in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ?  It is neither comforting to the family 

nor honoring to the deceased for an unbeliever to introduce secular or pagan comments 

into a Christian funeral or memorial service.  In addition, such remarks send confusing 

messages to spiritual seekers in the service.   

What about song selections?   Funeral and memorial services are services of 

Christian worship, and should include some carefully selected Christian hymns and 

anthems.  Congregational singing is appropriate, as well as solo anthems.  Funeral 

homes typically have a staff accompanist to play the song selections. Secular music 

should not be included in the service.  Sometimes family members want to highlight 

favorite secular songs of their loved one.  I suggest that such selections be played 

during family visitation, or before the funeral service begins (that is, before the pastor 

stands to issue the call to worship).  If the family has a particular recording of a song 

which they want played, it is up to the family to provide the recording.   

How will my family work out all the details of the funeral service?  As soon as 

possible after the family has met with the Funeral Director (or otherwise nailed down the 

place, date and time of the service), I will need to meet with family members to begin 

preparing for the funeral or memorial service.  This gathering is generally less than an 
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hour.  Ideally, we meet in the privacy of the church office. If it is necessary to meet in 

the home, make sure someone else is present to answer the phone and the door.  

Generally, this gathering should be limited to spouse, children, and siblings of the 

deceased.  This is a time to reflect on the life of the deceased, with consideration given 

to the overall content and tone of the upcoming service.   

I have legal questions about embalming, natural burial, burial on private property, 

and use of vaults.  Where can I receive assistance?  For residents of Hamilton 

County, Tennessee, the Medical Examiner’s website is very helpful.   

HAMILTON COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER 

What fees are associated with a funeral or memorial service at LVPC?  There is no 

fee for the funeral of a church member at LVPC.  If you use our Staff Accompanist or 

Staff Music Director, I suggest an honorarium of at least $125 each.  

- Pastor Davidson     

  

https://www.hamiltontn.gov/MedicalExaminer.aspx#methods
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III. Epc book of worship 

Chapter 6: CHRISTIAN BURIAL OF THE DEAD 

6-1 The body of a believer after death.  

It is permissible for Christians to dispose of bodies by burial, cremation, or donation for 

scientific purposes.  

6-2 The funeral service.  

A. In a funeral service the remains of the deceased are present. It is a worship service 

that focuses upon God who has raised Jesus Christ from the dead and gives believers 

genuine hope of their own resurrection.  It is a time for the reaffirmation of the Church’s 

faith and a time for expressing joy in the assurance of eternal life.  

B. Ostentatious decorations and display of flowers should be avoided.  

C. The casket of the deceased should not be open during the service.  

D. Ordinarily a funeral or memorial service should be conducted in the place of common 

worship. As this is the place for Baptism and marriage, it is also the place where witness 

to faith in the resurrection is made.  

E. A Christian funeral service is entirely under the control of the Minister. It should 

include:  

1. The reading of appropriate passages of Scripture, from both the Old and New 

Testament  

2. An exposition of some passage of Scripture by the Minister  

3. Prayers of thanksgiving for the life of the deceased and prayers of intercession for the 

bereaved  

4. The singing of appropriate songs  

5. A reminder to all of death for every person judgment to come, along with a solemn 

reminder that each must repent and turn to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior to gain 

eternal life  

F. It is not appropriate to include a civic or fraternal rite in this service. If such is desired, 

it should be conducted at another time and place.  

6-3 The memorial service  

The memorial service should contain all the elements of a funeral service, but the 

remains of the deceased are not present.  

6-4 Graveside service  
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A graveside service is an abbreviated funeral service at the place of burial, followed by 

committal either immediately or at a later time.  

6-5 The committal  

Ordinarily the committal should be reserved for the immediate family and close friends. 

It may be performed either before or after the worship service. It should consist of a few 

selected passages of Scripture, a brief prayer of thanksgiving for the life of the 

deceased, a committing of the body to its place of rest, and a committing of the soul to 

God, concluding all with a benediction. 
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IV. FUNERAL PLANNING WORKSHEET 

 

YOUR NAME:   

 

MEETING WITH THE PASTOR 

Who do you request to participate in the meeting with the pastor to plan your funeral or 

memorial service?  (Three or four people at most works well.) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

FUNERAL HOME 

Do you have a prepaid funeral policy with a funeral home? 

_____ Yes. Which funeral home? ____________________________ 

_____ No. 

Disposition of the body. 

____ Embalm the body 

____ Cremate the body  

____ Natural burial (immediate burial of an un-embalmed body; check with local 

government for laws governing this practice) 

____ Donation of the body for medicine or science to: _____________________ 

_________________________________ (name and phone number of receiving 

agency; you must make these arrangements in advance. Please include a copy of these 

arrangements with this Worksheet.)   

 

VISITATION 

Do you want a visitation to be held? 

_____ No. 

_____ Yes.    

When?  ____ Evening prior to the funeral or memorial service.   
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    ____  Immediately before the funeral or memorial service. 

    ____  Both.   

  Location of the visitation. 

    ____ LVPC 

    ____ Funeral Home 

  Will the remains be present at the visitation? 

    ____ Coffin open with viewing of the body 

    ____ Closed coffin 

    ____ Urn with photograph next to it 

    ____ No remains present  

  Displays at the visitation. 

    ____ Photographic displays 

    ____ Video tribute 

    ____ Mementos such as awards or certificates (please list) 

    ____ Other (please list) 

 

PLANS FOR THE FUNERAL OR MEMORIAL SERVICE 

I. Location of the Service 

____ LVPC  

____ Funeral Home 

____ Cemetery (A graveside service only.) Name of cemetery: __________________ 

 

II.  Preferred Time of the Service 

____ Morning 

____ Afternoon 

 

III.  Will your remains be present at the service?   

____ Yes (closed casket or urn) 
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____ No 

 

IV.  Display Items to be On or Near the Casket / Urn 

____ Floral spray and / or bouquet 

____Bible or other Symbol of faith 

____ Photograph  

____Flag (military veterans) 

____ Other: _________________________________ 

 

V.  Bible Readings 

_____ The officiating pastor may choose the readings.  

_____ In addition to other appropriate scriptures, the pastor should include the following 

scriptures:_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________. (If you 

have a “favorite” scripture, indicate so by circling it.) 

 

VI.  Will the service include the congregational singing of hymns? 

____ No. 

____ Yes.  I would like the congregation to sing _________________________ 

__________________________ (one or two hymn titles). 

 

VII.  Will there be a soloist?   

____ No. 

____ Yes, if available I would like _____________________ (soloist’s name) to sing 

_______________________ (sacred song title).   

 

VIII.  Will there be a eulogy made by someone besides the officiating pastor? 

_____ No. 

_____ Yes. I would like this person(s) to speak: ______________________________. 
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IX.  BURIAL. 

____ I have made arrangements for my burial.  Name and location of cemetery: 

_________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________. 

____ I have not made arrangements for my burial.   

____ I request a funeral procession following the funeral service for burial. 

____ Private burial attended by family only at a later time. 

Eligible for military honors. 

____ Yes. Branch of Service with dates: _________________________ 

____ No. 

Pall Bearers. (Request up to six.)  

1. ______________________________ 

2. ______________________________ 

3. ______________________________ 

4. ______________________________ 

5. ______________________________ 

6. ______________________________ 

 

X. DESIRED EXPRESSIONS OF SYMPATHY 

____ Flowers 

____ Memorial gifts in lieu of flowers made to 

 ____ LVPC General Fund 

 ____ LVPC Building Fund  

 ____ LVPC Family Aid Fund 

 ____ EPC World Outreach (missions) 

 ____ Raise the Roof Academy 

 ____ The Gideons International 

 ____ Other: ______________________________________ 
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OBITUARY INFORMATION 

Full name (including maiden name): ____________________________________ 

Birth date and location: ______________________________________________ 

Parent’s names: ___________________________________________________ 

Marital status, Marriage date, name of spouse: ___________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Names of children, their spouses, and other descendants: ____________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

On a separate page, record additional information including places of residence, special 

events including events of spiritual significance, hobbies, interests, schools attended 

and degrees received, accomplishments, memberships, employment history, volunteer 

activities, military service, etc.  Include as many full names and dates as possible.  All of 

this information is important to your family.   

 

 

____________________________ _________________________ 

(signature)     (date) 

Make a copy of this completed Worksheet and include it with your will, life insurance 

policies, and other such documents that your family will need upon your decease.  Make 

sure that a trusted family member knows where they are and has access to them.  

Return a copy to me.  Thank you.   

- Pastor Davidson 

 

 

 

 

 


