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UMW Ice Cream Social 

It's once again time for the UMW Ice Cream Social.  It will be August 28th,  
at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  The UMW will provide the ice cream, cookies, and 

drinks.   We are planning a talent show!  If you have a talent you would like to  
share OR if you know of someone who you would like to see share a talent,  

let Katie Goss know.  Don't forget to put this on your calendar!!    
We will also be collecting school supplies for Lincoln School.    

We hope everyone will bring some school supplies and join us for some  
delicious ice cream, fun, and fellowship! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing of the BackpacksBlessing of the BackpacksBlessing of the BackpacksBlessing of the Backpacks    

Promotion SundayPromotion SundayPromotion SundayPromotion Sunday    

Bible Sunday Bible Sunday Bible Sunday Bible Sunday     
 

August 14th we will have a special time of  prayer and hand out tags for everyone who brings 

their backpack plus we will be promoting the children and youth to new Sunday School classes.   

We will also be presenting Bibles to our 3rd graders.  We will also be presenting Bibles to our 3rd graders.  We will also be presenting Bibles to our 3rd graders.  We will also be presenting Bibles to our 3rd graders.  If you are going to be in the 3rd grade 

please let us know in the church office ASAP so we can order your Bible. 

Pulled Pork Fundraiser Dinner 
 

Sunday, August 14th 
 

Immediately after the worship service in the  

Fellowship Hall.  Hosted by the Journey of Hope Class  
 

Pulled pork, chips, dessert, and drink 

Combined Children’s Choir 
 

Sponsored by Albright, Asbury, and St. Paul’s Churches 
 

Mondays beginning September 12th 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
 

All third through sixth grade students welcome! 
 

Rehearsal will be at Albright UMC in the Fellowship Hall under 
the direction of Pat Purkey and Daren Love. 

 

Let Pat Purkey or the church office know if you have  
children who would like to attend! 
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Brother & Sisters,  
 

As many of you are aware, two weeks ago the Western Jurisdiction elected the first openly homosexual   
bishop in the United Methodist Church.  Below you can find links to statements from our outgoing bishop   
Robert Hayes and the Council of Bishops.  Likely each of you will receive this news in different ways.  For 
some this is a moment of great significance and celebration; for others a moment of great trying for the 
Church; for others continued signs of our church's division.  The Church is not of one mind on how to respond 
to the consecration of Karen Oliveto and it will likely take some time in deciding where to go from here.            
I encourage you, as you read each of these statements, and have conversations among yourselves, that you 
above all remember the command of Jesus Christ to act and speak toward others with mercy, compassion 
and grace.  If you have questions or concerns, please know that my door is always open for prayer, discern-
ment and conversation.  I echo the words of the Northern Prairie District Superintendent Rev. Tish Malloy in 
encouraging all of us regardless our position to, "join together in prayer that the wisdom and grace of God rule 
our lives and the UMC." 
 

Little by little,  
Pastor April 
 
Statement from Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr. of the Oklahoma Area, concerning the Western 
Jurisdictional Conference episcopal election July 15: 
 

To the people of the Oklahoma Conference and the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference: 
 

Last week, United Methodists around the nation gathered in five jurisdictional conferences to elect new    
episcopal leaders.  The Western Jurisdictional Conference on July 15 elected Rev. Dr. Karen Oliveto, a    
married lesbian, to the episcopacy.  Oliveto has been legally married to a woman for more than two years. 
 

The South Central Jurisdictional Conference, which includes the Oklahoma Area, also was in session when 
the WJC election occurred.  SCJ delegates voted, 109-84, to request a ruling on this election from the Judicial 
Council, which is the denomination’s supreme court. 
 

The action of the Western Jurisdictional Conference on Friday breeches the rules and policies in the Book of 
Discipline that govern The United Methodist Church. This vote by the bishops and delegates of that region 
tears at the covenant that connects us as one united Church. Paragraphs to note in the Disciplineare 304.3, 
2702, and 161F. 
 

We await the Judicial Council’s decision.  Meanwhile I ask every Oklahoma United Methodist to join me in 
prayer for all our bishops, Judicial Council members, and others giving leadership at this critical time.  I      
encourage you to be leaders in compassionate listening, gentle speech, and prayerful discernment.  Let us 
continue our work to engage our communities in life-giving ministries that make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world.  
 

I am grateful to all clergy of the Oklahoma Area who have stayed the course with me, faithfully and           
compassionately fulfilling our ministry covenant with God, the Church, and one another. 
 

The Council of Bishops, as directed by the 2016 General Conference, is forming a commission to prepare  
recommendations for a way forward on matters of human sexuality and the Church’s stance.  Through our 
prayers and actions, we will enable the commission to do its work.  Let us together continue to uphold 
the Discipline as our anchor in dealing with issues that affect our lives together. 
 

As we minister in this challenging time to people who are hurting, who are without hope, who need to be    
introduced to the loving Christ, let us remember that God is with us even in the midst of our deep                
divisions.  God will guide and direct us as we earnestly seek God’s will for God’s church going forward. 
 

Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr. 
Oklahoma Area 
The United Methodist Church 
 

 
The denomination’s Council of Bishops issued the following statement, reprinted below, 
through Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of the Council, on July 15: 
 

The Western Jurisdiction has elected the Rev. Karen Oliveto of Glide Memorial United Methodist Church in 
San Francisco to serve as a bishop of The United Methodist Church.  Rev. Oliveto has been described as “an 
openly lesbian clergyperson.”  This election raises significant concerns and questions of church polity and  
unity. 
 

Our Book of Discipline has clearly delineated processes in place for resolving issues even as complex 
and unprecedented as this election. 
 

The authority to elect bishops is constitutionally reserved to the jurisdictional and central conferences. Any 
elder in good standing is eligible for election as a bishop of the church.  An elder under an unresolved      
complaint is still considered to be in good standing.  Being a self-avowed, practicing homosexual is a   
chargeable offense for any clergyperson in The United Methodist Church, if indeed this is the case. 
 

The Council of Bishops is monitoring this situation very closely.  The Council does not have constitutional   
authority to intervene in the election or supervisory processes at either the annual conference, jurisdictional, 
or central conference levels.  And, we are careful to not jeopardize any clergy or lay person’s due process by 
ill-advised comments. 
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However, we clearly understand the Church appropriately expects the Council to provide spiritual leadership 
and for bishops to uphold our consecration vows.  In May, prior to General Conference, the Council again  
affirmed to keep the promises made at our consecrations, including, among others: 
 

•    Shepherding all persons committed to our care; 
•    Leading the church in mission, witness and service; 
•    Ordering the church including administering processes for handling complaints; 
•    Seeking unity in Christ, including the work the Council proposed to the General Conference in “An  
      Offering for a Way Forward.” 
 

There are those in the church who will view this election as a violation of church law and a significant step  
toward a split, while there are others who will celebrate the election as a milestone toward being a more     
inclusive church.  Others will no doubt have questions as we find ourselves in a place where we have never 
been.  Still, others will likely see this election as disrupting or even rendering moot the purpose and work of 
the Commission currently being formed by the Council. 
 

The Council continues to place our hope in Jesus Christ.  Though conflicted and fragile, The United Methodist 
Church remains a strong witness to the transforming love of God and the saving grace of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ.  We affirm that our witness is defined, not by an absence of conflict, but how we act in our disagree-
ments.  We affirm that our unity is not defined by our uniformity, but by our compassionate and Spirit-led  
faithfulness to our covenant with God, Christ’s Church, and one another. 
 

As a Council, we continue to maintain that the proposal for a way forward and the formation of the           
Commission is the best path.  An endless cycle of actions, reactions, and counter-reactions is not a viable 
path and tears at the very fabric of our Connection.  The current and incoming COB Executive Committees 
recently met by conference call to initiate the implementation of our Offering for a Way Forward and the     
formation of the Commission called for in the proposal.  We will resume this work at our regularly scheduled 
meeting on July 19-20 following the jurisdictional conferences.  A progress report will be released shortly after 
the meeting. 
 

Our differences are real and cannot be glossed over, but they are also reconcilable.  We are confident God is 
with us, especially in uncharted times and places.  There is a future with hope.  We invite your constant and 
ardent prayers for the witness and unity of The United Methodist Church.  May God guide us as we seek to 
maintain unity in the bond of peace. 
 

Bishop Bruce R. Ough, President 
Council of Bishops 
 

(*The Western Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church encompasses eight regional conferences in the 
western United States: the Alaska Conference, the California-Nevada Conference, the California-Pacific  
Conference, the Desert Southwest Conference, the Oregon-Idaho Conference, the Pacific Northwest       
Conference, the Rocky Mountain Conference, and the Yellowstone Conference.) 

Northern Prairie District Leadership are in the       
planning stages of putting together blessing boxes for 
ministry in our region of the state. We will start with the 

Methodist Churches in Ponca City.  
 

For those of you unfamiliar with the concept: Churches 
build these mini food pantries/boxes for folks to put 
groceries in to share with folks in their community.  
People from the community (along with the church) 

are responsible for keeping it cleaned/stocked.  
 

We (the NPD) are looking to start off building four  
boxes and then see where it grows from there. If you 
are interested in helping donate to cover the cost of 
building the boxes - Cost is approximately $100-125 

per box, donations are being received through        
Albright's church office.  

 

We will also be looking for volunteers to help build  
and help continue the projects. If you are interested   
in building or donating wood or hardware, let Pastor 
April know and she will get directions to you for the 

district parsonage (where donations are being     
stored until the build day.)  

 

Following is a list of estimated needs:  
• 3/4 inch exterior sheet plywood (Cut into 2x2 piec-

es or 4x2 pieces if possible)  
• 1/2 inch Sheet plywood (Cut into 2x2 pieces or 4x2 

pieces if possible) 
• Plexi-glass fronts from one 4x8 sheet of plexi-

glass  
• Hinges, posts and handles. 
 

Little by little we can take care of each other! 

Blessing Box Ministry: A Northern Prairie District Project 
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The August food item for the  
New Emergency Resource  

Agency is soup.   
 

They appreciate your generosity! 

Holy Communion for Our Homebound 
Members & Others 

 

United Methodists believe that Holy Communion is one 
of the most important things we do in worship.  If there 
are folks who cannot physically be present in worship 
on Sunday mornings (due to age, illness, or similar   
circumstances) we will "extend the table" by bringing the 
elements of bread and wine (juice) to you. Those who 
bring elements do so under the supervision of the    
pastor (the ordained elder) and are generally leaders    
in the local church. We have evidence from as early as 
the 2nd century that bread and wine were taken to       
Christians who were absent from the gathered         
community.  
 

If you are someone who cannot be in church and desire 
to have Holy Communion brought to you, please let 
Pastor April know. Also, if you would like to be a server 
who takes the elements (in teams of 2 people from    
Albright) to our absent members, let Pastor April know.  

UMCmarket 
Do you shop online?  Now you can shop online at 
your favorite stores and a small percentage of your 

total purchase will be donated to Albright and it 
won’t cost you anything!   So far, we’ll receive 
$192.72 to help pay our apportionments!   

Call the church office and Chera can help you  
get signed up or go to their website 

www.umcmarket.org and sign up today! 

It is quick, free, and super easy. 

Will you help us reach our 2016 goal for connectional giving to support the ministry 

of the world-wide United Methodist Church? 

 

$9,275 (7-27-16) 

GOAL: $34,644 26.77% PAID 

Our Youth are meeting in partnership with Asbury UMC 
and St. Paul’s UMC at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday evenings at 
St. Paul’s UMC.  We are always looking for volunteers.  
See Pastor April if you would like to help out.   
 

August Dates: 
3rd -  
10th -  
17th -  New 7th Graders start attending youth! 
         “How we live Christian lives at school” 
24th - “How we live Christian lives at school” 
31st -  “How we live Christian lives at school” 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT  
CENTER NEEDS 

The August donation items for the Child Development 
Center are baby wipes, toilet paper, and Kleenex. 

Please place your donations in the bins by the north 
and west doors.  Thank you!  Your donations will help 
lower the monthly budget costs of operations for the 

center for the entire year! 

Kay Cartwright, Marie King’s daughter, passed away 
July 4th. 

Camp Monarch 
Children’s Grief Camp  

Hosted by Hospice of North Central Oklahoma 
Friday, August 26th 6-8 pm 

Saturday, August 27th 9 am - 3:30 pm 
 

The goal of this camp is to provide children ages 6-13 
and their primary caregivers ways to build healthy 
mourning skills.  Activities include team building, crafts, 
educational and interactive events for the children.  This 
event is free and will begin with a family cookout on   
Friday evening from 6-8 pm and lunch will be provided 
on Saturday.  Contact Tom Howard at (580) 762-9102 
to register. 

Rev. Noble Atkins passed away July 21st.  Rev. Atkins 
was a previous Pastor at Albright. 

We want to express a big “thank you” to all that attend-
ed our 50th wedding anniversary celebration or sent a 
card- all of you helped to make this remembrance a 
very special occasion! 

Alan & Nancy Crockett 

Elijah James Taylor was 
born July 17 at 5:30 a.m.  

He weighed 6 lbs 14 oz and 
was 19” long.  His parents 

are James and Jamie    
Taylor, big sister is CeCe, 

and his proud grandparents 
are Jim and Carol 

McGaughey.  His great 
grandmother is Essie Ford. 

Kyla Diane Capps, 
daughter of Kaylee 

Brewer and Justin Capps 
was born on July 6th at 
3:03 p.m.  She weighed 
8 lbs 4 oz. and was 18” 

long.  Kyla’s proud 
grandparents are Walter 
and Chera Brewer and 

her uncle Brewer is Brad 
Brewer.    
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Thank you to our volunteers! 
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Published Monthly 

Volume 17 Issue 8 

Love God Love God Love God Love God ----    Love People Love People Love People Love People ----    Change the World!Change the World!Change the World!Change the World!    

 

        
 

 

 

 

 

Albright Day at 

Ground Round 

August 7th  
11:30 am - 2:30 pm 

 

 

10% of all purchases (dine-in & carry-out) 

will go to the Children’s Ministry and will  

be used to purchase prizes for the  

Community Easter Egg Hunt!  

You must tell them you are  

purchasing for the  

Albright UMC Fundraiser! 

Free  

Neighborhood 

Breakfast 
 

Saturday, August 20th 

8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
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AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS AUGUST  ANNIVERSARIES 

1 Kaylee Meyer 

1 Cameron Bradley 

1 Adrianna Topper 

2 Jen Lechtenberg 

2 Brad Brewer 

3 Donna Evans 

3 Trent Lutz 

3 Iyan Warner 

4 Steve Crank 

5 Fred Cavner 

5 Avis Sears 

5 Chloe Whitsitt 

6 Hank Brown 

8 Mary Cantrell 

9 David Miller 

9 Mark Wilson 

9 Blake Brewer 

10 Tony Burgess 

10 Beth Gann 

10 Blaten Kemble 

10 Ida Cathey 

11 Jordan Gann 

12 Todd Mann 

12 Philip Appleman 

12 Lucas Appleman 

12 Andrew Townsley 

13 Ron Allen 

13 Wendy Gallentine 

13 Sydney Hadley 

14 Dana Whitsitt 

14 Terrie Hill 

15 Earleen Bradley 

15 Chevelle Fink 

16 Lori Ryan-Elliott 

17 Keirstin Grudowski 

18 Debi Topper 

18 Dave Topper 

18 Jackson Stewart 

18 Keith Romine 

19 Cindy Golliver 

20 Sandra Davis 

20 Kalon Covey 

21 Ray Balthrop 

21 Leigh Ann Ryan 

22 Will Eberhard III 

25 Ted Stewart 

25 Kinsey Wright 

26 Jonita Pickens 

27 Danny Hurd 

30 Caden Stewart 

31 Garrett Stone 

2 Danny & Dottie Johnstone 

2 Rick & Kathy Anthony 

5 Justin & Marianna Stone 

5 Elaine & Dale Cox 

7 Shauna & Todd Stewart 

15 Bill & Cleta Kirkpatrick 

15 James & Allison Riggs 

18 Chad & Nicole Chandler 

23 Travis & Bethany Miller 

26 Walter & Chera Brewer 

28 Dick & Mary Stanton 

29 Chuck & Brooke Anson 


