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Pancake and  
Sausage Supper  

 

All-You-Can-Eat!   
Friday, March 6th   5:00 – 7:00 p.m.  

hosted by the Journey of Hope Class 
 

Adults:  $6.00  
Children under 12: $3.00  

Children under 3: free   
 

Please join us and invite your friends and family! 

 

 

Mark is dean of the Petree College of Arts and 
Sciences and Wimberly Professor of Social 

Ethics at Oklahoma City University.  Previously, 
Mark was dean of the Wimberly School of     

Religion at OCU.  He is also an ordained elder 
of the Oklahoma Conference of the UMC.      

He and his wife Kristin live in Edmond and  they 
have two daughters. 

Breakfast served by the Journey of 
Hope Class beginning at 8:45 a.m. 

Service at First UMC at 7:00 p.m. 
Childcare available 

Service at Albright  6:00 p.m. 
Childcare available 

Dan Moran Park at 12:00 noon 

Service at 10:30 a.m. 
Childcare available 

Dr. Mark Davies will be our 
guest preacher on March 22.   

March 29th 

April 2nd 

April 3rd 

April 4th 

April 5th 
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Free  

Neighborhood 

Breakfast 

 

Saturday, March 21 

8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

Join us for an 

evening of 

good food,  

worship & 

games! 
 

Friday, March 27  

6 pm - 9 pm 

Great Day Of Service 

(GDS) 
 

Albright will be participating in the Ponca City 

GDS activities again this year to assist in  

cleaning up yards and other outdoor activities 

to help our neighbors.  The event will be held 

Sunday April 12th.  Sign-up sheets for          

volunteers will be available in early March in 

the Sunday School classrooms.  If you still 

have your T-shirt from last year, please plan on 

re-using it, however new T-shirts can be      

purchased as needed. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Alan Crockett. 

DIRECTORY PICTURES 
 

If you did not get your picture made for the 

new church photo directory that is being 

made and still would like to do so, please  

notify the church office ASAP.   Also if you 

have family members that would like to be 

included but didn't have pictures made, call 

the church office.  Our deadline to submit the 

pictures is noon on March 4th. 

 

Don’t forget to set 

your clocks forward 

one hour when you go 

to bed Saturday, 

March 7th.  We don’t 

want anyone to be 

late for church on   

Sunday! 
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The Third Decade of our Church (1945 - 55) 

Happy 90th Anniversary Albright!  

“United Through The Years” 
The church’s third decade was marked by the November 16, 1946, union of two denominations:  the 
Evangelical Church and the Church of the United Brethren.  This formed the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church.  During this decade our church received its fifth pastor, Rev. L. H. Sander.   During 
his tenure there were many physical improvements made to the church sanctuary.  In 1949, Louise 
Wright Allen became our first paid church secretary.  She served in that position for 18 years. 
 

During Sander’s time, the church celebrated its 25th anniversary on December 3, 1950.  The member-
ship at that time was 405.  Special music during the day included numbers by the church choir and 
a vocal quartet (composed of Mrs. J.W. Hastings, Mrs. Don Carder, Dick Colvin and Alex Long), as 
well as both a trumpet solo (Joe Berry Cannon) and a marimba solo (Gloria Maudlin).  During a silver 
anniversary, charter members Mrs. C.E. Holt and Mrs. Wood Johnson poured tea from a lace-covered 
table centered with pink snapdragons and fern.  Fall colored chrysanthemums were also used for  
decoration. 
 

The Rev. W. D. Gilbert arrived in May of 1952 as our sixth pastor, coming from Kansas City, MO.    
During his six years of service, the church budget was increased by over $7,000 and there were 267 
people received into church membership.  In the later years of Rev. Gilbert’s time in Ponca City, he 
helped the church to purchase a new parsonage at 205 South Palm.   

Pat Purkey hosted the Dorothy McBride Circle in 
the Earnest Seeker’s Classroom on February 3rd 
with 16 members present.  Lynnita Miller gave the 
program “Call to Prayer and Self-Denial”.  This 
year's focus was on United Methodist Women's re-
sponsibility to under gird active and retired mission-
ary personnel services and needs.  This includes 
personnel pensions, health insurance, the Brooks-
Howell Home retirement health care facility commu-
nications and service resources.  This year’s offer-
ing supports all of these.  Our Call to Prayer and 
Self-Denial offering sustains this ministry into the 
future.   
 

Sara Palmer gave the devotion and the meeting 
was closed with a Circle of Prayer.  The next Circle 
meeting will be March 3rd in the Earnest Seeker’s 
Classroom at 6:30p.m.  Guests are always         
welcome.  

Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 4
th
 at 

NOON for our fourth community Easter Egg 
Hunt!  We had a wonderful turn out last 
year...well over 400 children!   Our first “Egg 
Stuffing Party” was a success!  We stuffed 3600 
eggs!  We will do it again on Sunday, March 8th 
at 2:00 p.m. and welcome anyone who would 
like to help.  We’ll also have one Friday, March 
20th at 2:00 p.m. and again on March 23rd at 
5:00 p.m. if needed.  We’re still needing mone-
tary donations for prizes to put inside the eggs.  
We also need empty plastic bags.  If you are  
interested in volunteering to help at the hunt, 
please let Chera know.  We will need around 30 
volunteers.  If you have any questions or      
suggestions, please let me know.  This is my 
first time organizing anything 
this large, so all suggestions 
are greatly appreciated!  The    
Children’s Council and I thank 
you so much for all of your 
support!   
 

Chera Brewer 

Pause and pray the Lord’s 
Prayer each day at noon! 
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The March food item for the  
New Emergency Resource Agency is        

Macaroni & Cheese.   
 

The NERA appreciates your generosity! 
 

We are also collecting Kleenex for Lincoln School.  
This is a much needed item! 

Janice Cassell and Joe Hicks were married in Albright 

UMC’s Chapel  on Wednesday, January 28, 2015  

The church was bustling with much activity in      
February.  Several people worked to paint and 
clean the church office and install new ceiling tiles.  
Chera's desk also had a new desktop installed.  
Gene Warner and others worked to clean and oil 
the woodwork throughout much of the church.   
Several folks helped to make the picture taking for 
the new pictorial directory a success!  In addition, 
we installed a new sound system in the sanctuary. 
Thank you for your generosity which made all these 
projects happen!  

 

 

2015 Day at the Legislature 

"Doing Justice" 
  

OCC's 2015 Day at the Legislature will be held Mon-

day, March 23 at the State Capitol for the morning 

session, with lunch and afternoon workshops held at 

St. Paul's Cathedral, 127 N.W. 7th Street, Oklahoma 

City. On-line registration is available now 

at www.okchurches.org. 
 

The theme for this year's event is "Doing Justice," taken 

from Micah 6:8: "What does the Lord require of you? 

To do justice, to love mercy (kindness), and to walk 

humbly with your God." Both adult and student guests 

will enjoy listening to nationally-known speaker Lewis 

Webb, Jr., J.D., present his viewpoints on incarcera-

tion.  
 

"Much of my work was on the punishment end of the 

criminal justice system, so I 

was excited about looking 

at healing and transforming 

the system so that we don't 

punish people so much," 

said Webb.   
 

Lunch and afternoon work-

shops will be held at St. 

Paul's Cathedral (127 N.W. 

7th Street, OKC). Lunch con-

sists of a deluxe baked potato and salad bar. After-

noon workshops are planned on the following top-

ics:  Mental Health; the "Pipeline to Prison"; Advocacy; 

OCC's Social Justice Ministry Network; OCC's IMPACT 

Program; the New Jim Crow Laws; and Racial Bias in 

Sentencing.      
 

The Rev. Jeff Hamilton will receive the OCC Advocacy 

Award for his lifetime achievements in social justice 

and Interfaith work.   
 

For more information, see our website 

(www.okchurches.org) or call 405-525-2928.   

Thank you, what a surprise it was when Carol brought 
the bag of cards and goodies!  It was so thoughtful of 
all of you.  So many cards from all of you.  It cheered 
me up to read them all.  Thank you for your thoughtful-
ness and for all your prayers. 
 

God Bless, Betty Snow 

I would like to thank your entire congregation for help-
ing our Bridgeway clients throughout the year.  (Carol 
does a great jot!) 
 

Thank you, Rod Tavanello 

What a wonderful surprise!  This is a birthday I will 
never forget.  My four daughters, all nine of my grand-
children from near and far and eleven of the great-
grandchildren.  And to think the church all know about 
it but didn’t say a word!  Thank you for coming out and 
for all the cards and love you have given to me.   
 

Love, Opal Brown 

Pat Lutz’ newest grandson, Davis Carter Lutz, 
was born Sunday, February 8th at 7:40 a.m.      
He weighed 6 lb 10 oz and was 20 1/2” long.     
Davis’ proud parents are Trent and Kateri. 

We would like to thank everyone for all the help these 
past few months.  We will really miss you all when we 
move to Hutchinson, Kansas.  We will keep you all up-
dated on how things are going, if you want to get ahold 
of us our email is:  idabea72@yahoo.com and I am on 
facebook under same name.   
 

Thanks again for being a wonderful family to us and 
everything you all have helped us with! 
 

God Bless You All! - Ida & James Cathey 

www.umcmarket.org 

Call the church office if you need help signing up. 

Shop online and a small  
donation will be made to our 

church - no cost to you! 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=35932763&msgid=773653&act=YY59&c=1019923&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fokchurches.org%2Fwhat-we-do%2Fday-at-the-legislature%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=35932763&msgid=773653&act=YY59&c=1019923&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fokchurches.org%2Fwhat-we-do%2Fday-at-the-legislature%2F
tel:405-525-2928
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ANSWERING YOUR QUESTIONS ABOUT 

WORSHIP 

 
 

 
 
Rev. Michael Slaughter says this about the church season of Lent: “Lent 
marks an intentional time for laying distractions aside, for moving beyond tepid 
faith and the accommodations made to self-focused secular values. The    
Lenten season calls us to count the cost of following Christ…” 
 

Lent is a 40 day period beginning on Ash Wednesday and going through   
Easter. It’s a time to focus on spiritual growth. The practices of fasting, giving 
money to the poor, and prayer and scripture reading are often most            
associated with Lent. 
 

By the time you read this, we  will be about half-way into this church season. 
But it is never to let to start "practicing" the Christian life. The missions com-
mittee has challenged the church to fast from one meal per week and give the 
money saved to the children's money jar. For those who cannot skip a meal 
(due to health reasons) you may choose another type of fast. What is some-
thing you can "give up" in order to focus on your relationship with Christ?  
 

This year, I am more mindful than ever of the violence that is happening in our world. We are stunned at the   
killing of 21 Coptic Christians in Egypt. Sadly, this is not the only example of the horrific killings taking place in 
the world. As Christians, we must be mindful of our own history when we have engaged in terrible behavior. And 
we must seek the mind of Christ in how to not only "love our neighbors" but "love our enemies" as well. We are 
never promised that life will be easy if we only believe and follow Jesus. Indeed, Jesus says a thing or two about 
"picking up your cross" and being persecuted.  
 

Each Sunday, we are surrounded by the shields of the Apostles in the sanctuary of Albright. Each shield reminds 
us that those early followers of Jesus gave their all to follow him. Most were met, according to much history and 
much tradition, martyrdom. Take a look at around each Sunday or each time you enter the sanctuary. Let me lift 
us this month the shield of Bartholomew. Bartholomew, or Nathanael, was introduced to Jesus by Philip. Church 
history and tradition says he traveled to India, Ethiopia, Mesopotamia, Parthia, and/or Lycaonia. One account 
said he was beheaded while another says he was flayed alive (this is why there are 3 flaying knives on the 
shield) and crucified, head downward. A friend and pastor reminded me recently that a famous quote says that 
"the church is built on the blood of the martyrs."  
 

Let us never forget those who gave their lives for the cause of Christ in our past, and those who give their lives 
today.  
 

Pastor Scott 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF 
SHARING 

 
MARCH 15 

 

The OGHS offering is Sunday, 
March 15. This offering goes  

towards the administrative expenses 
so that when disaster strikes, 100% 

of the money goes toward relief  
efforts, in the USA and around the 

world.  



 

                                                                                                         March 1, 2015 

Realignment update -- 8 new districts get names and superintendents 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The term "Green Country" long has been used to promote tourism in the state’s northeast.  And prairie grasses and 
numerous lakes surely shape the landscape in two districts.  Stretching in the state’s southwest, the Wichita Moun-
tains bear the name of the Native people who reigned in that region long ago.  The Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 
government complex is near Anadarko.  The shape of Heartland District does resemble its moniker somewhat, and 
major roadways meet in the appropriately named Crossroads District.  The geography of the Cimarron District in-
cludes a similarly named river and the state’s highest point, Black Mesa, in the county by that name. In the far west-
ern Oklahoma Panhandle, that county is populated by 1.3 people per square mile, according to the 2010 U.S. Cen-
sus.  The Council Oak District includes a location of great significance to Native Americans. In Tulsa, the Creek 
Council Tree Site is listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  These new district names will represent all 
churches well, the Cabinet agreed. Inclusivity was valued over districts defined by specific city names. 
 

A full-time District Administrator will be hired for each new district.  Job descriptions are being finalized. The Confer-
ence Treasurer’s Office will soon begin accepting applications for those positions, Treasurer Brian Bakeman said. 
Transitional procedures began wholeheartedly after lay and clergy delegates at the 2014 Annual Conference voted 
to realign from 12 to eight districts.  Most recently, the 12 districts held Final Conferences. Business included reso-
lutions to officially disband as incorporated entities, elections of temporary trustees, and updates on District Appor-
tionment budgeting.  Celebrations were held in conjunction with some Final Conferences.  On January 25th, Bishop 
Hayes preached at the Enid District event.  Both Hayes and Superintendent Donna Dodson shared historical sto-
ries.  Rev. Dodson said Enid-First Church held its first worship service on the courthouse lawn.  Another church in 
the district built a sod house with canvas roof for its first sanctuary.  And in the early 1900s, an offering total of 15 
cents "was a great day," she noted.  Both leaders also turned attention firmly to the future.  District borders will 
change, but "the work is continuing," Dodson said, including Lay Servant training April 18 and CLEW District Youth 
Camps in summer.  "Be bold, brave, and adventuresome in this 21st century, like the pioneers," Dodson said. 
The bishop declared, "We’ve set the course, but we understand where we end up belongs to God." 
 

Hayes and OKC-South District Superintendent Greg Tener in late January discussed the vision that steers this mis-
sional realignment of districts. Here are excerpts. 
Q. What does missional strategist mean? This is part of the job description for superintendents of the new 
districts. A. Bishop Hayes: The missional strategist paints the picture of how ministry can look in this setting or 
this place. We need to paint this picture of a different kind of future. We need people who will be able to provide the 
paint and brush and canvass to do that. 
Q. Are mission and ministry interchangeable? A. Rev. Dr. Tener: Like the chicken and the egg, which comes 
first? They’re simultaneous.  A missional strategist is discerning those places where we need to do slight tweaking 
and those places where we need to say, ‘This has got to be a deeper change if we’re going to reach new people.’ 
Bishop: In a lot of places in Oklahoma, churches know how to do ministry; they do it very well. We’re going to find 
out what makes this so successful so we can duplicate that.  But there are some places, and too many, where peo-
ple are fearful about their future. They have built this moat mentality where they pull the bridge up. We’ve got to 
leave the building and go out and do ministry. 
Q: What is the role for laity in this vision? The work at this point seems mainly to involve clergy, such as 
facilitators for Missional Areas. A. Bishop: If you look at history, early on most churches only had pastors every 
30-60 days. (But) the work of the church had to go on.  We have pastors convening these groups, but the laity will 
carry the ministry in these places. This realignment, this missional strategy is going to involve them in ways they 
never imagined.  We’ll have people talking to one another, getting to dream, to think about what this picture ought 
to look like for "my church." I’m hoping that people who have sat on the back row will move up and take their place 
in leadership. 
Tener: It may look clergy-driven right now because the Cabinet is writing the documents about the roles of conven-
ing elder, of laity, of what a Missional Area looks like. Transitional Teams are roughly half (laity) and half (clergy). 
We know laity are very excited about the possibility of being involved in missional work. 
Q. Where do you see God with us in this change? A. Tener: The image that comes to my mind is the Christian 
Life Center at St. Luke’s, full, last year at Annual Conference. A lot of difficult questions. Even with those, there was 
excitement that "we are going to do something new." I sensed the presence of God in the room that day. As con-
versations have continued, that sense of excitement that God is at work continues.  And we’re changing for the pur-
pose of reaching new people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, not just because we want to change things. What is it 
that we can do together for the good of God’s Kingdom and the Church that we couldn’t do on our own? 
Bishop: This project has got to be Spirit-led. You can reorganize and plan, but if it doesn’t have the Spirit of the 
Living God in it, it’s not going to survive. Our allegiance is to Christ. 

This list identifies those districts and the   
superintendents appointed by Bishop Robert 

Hayes Jr. to lead them. 
Cimarron District – Charlie Graves 
• Council Oak District – Dan Peil 
• Crossroads District – Rockford Johnson 
• Green Country District – Emery Mason 
• Heartland District – Greg Tener 
• Lake Country District – Larry Bauman 
• Northern Prairie District – Tish Malloy 
• Wichitas District – Chris Tiger 

The district names evoke our state’s         
geography and Native American influences. 
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MARCH  BIRTHDAYS MARCH  ANNIVERSARIES 

1 Kristina (Dehn) Cavner 

1 Rebecca Appleman 

1 Addylynn Elliott 

2 Jakob Burgess 

3 Max Robinson 

4 Ruth McLean 

4 Juliaunna Ryan 

5 Judy (McLean) Bishop 

5 Jim McGaughey 

6 Andrew Dehn 

6 Taylor Meyer 

6 Marianna (Bradley) Stone 

6 Paula Coppock 

8 Taylor Hall 

9 Ted Hill 

9 Erika Pizzuto 

9 Paul Schulz 

12 Richard Wright 

13 Hershel Stewart 

13 Judy Throop 

13 Jenna Looper 

14 Janet Bakker 

14 Jo Keating 

16 Jaycee Appleman 

17 Elizabeth Wayman 

18 Dale Cox 

18 Lindel Senseman 

20 Kim Porter 

22 Julie Stewart 

22 J. C. Slavin 

23 Mitzi (Pemberton) Edwards 

23 Pat Lutz 

23 Betty Snow 

24 Cindy Burgess 

26 Janice (Cassell) Hicks 

26 Jamie (McGaughey) Taylor 

27 Cheryl (Taylor) Long 

28 Matilda Lutz 

30 Sandy Kanelakos 

30 Aleene Romine 

2 Jim & Becky Chambers 

2 Micheal & Jessica Yandell 

19 Matt & Melissa Bradley 

29 Jonita & Jerry Pickens 
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Meets at First United Methodist Church - located at 200 S. 6th  
(south of East Middle School) Sundays 6 - 8 p.m. 

Fundraiser Dinner on Wednesday, November 12th.  

REV. JAMES RIGGS,  

YOUTH DIRECTOR 

918-774-8294 

james.riggs.ok@gmail.com 

 

KEEP UP w/CORE  on facebook 

WEATHER REMINDER 
 

Anytime in the winter Ponca Schools are closed the office will also be closed. 
 

During inclement weather, we’ll always have Sunday worship services as 
long as we have electricity and Pastor Scott can get to the church.  Use your 
own judgment regarding slick roads and parking lot.  We typically have snow 
drifts and/or ice on our parking lot.  When possible, we’ll post an announce-
ment on our church facebook page. You can call or text Pastor Scott in case 
of questions. 580-716-7057 (even if we have worship, we know not all volun-

teers and staff will make it to church and that’s quite okay!) 

tel:580-716-7057
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October 4, 2015 

Albright’s 90th 

Anniversary Party 

 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU KNOW ...........? 

The history committee has been working on plans for 
Albright's 90th anniversary that will be held in Octo-
ber 2015.  If you know anyone that might have an 
interest in attending this event, please complete as 
much of this information as you can and drop it in 
the offering plate or return it to the church office.   

Name ________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________ 

Phone ________________________________________ 
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