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Lesson 5 

Birth of the Church 
 

Lesson Point: To discuss Jesus ascension into the heavens. To teach New Birth Salvation and 
how the Acts 2:38 plan of Salvation correlates to the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. To 
emphasize the purpose of the Holy Ghost. 

 

I. The Ascension 

II. Pentecost Comes 

III. Repentance 

IV. Water Baptism 

V. The Saving Name - Jesus 

VI.  Holy Ghost Baptism 

VII. Grace and Faith 

VIII. The Purpose of the Holy Ghost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart 1: The Ascension 
        

       During the forty days immediately following Jesus resurrection, he spent many hours with 
His disciples (Acts3:1). This was the same Jesus that was crucified and buried in the tomb only 
now He had a “glorified body” and told His followers “All power is given unto me in heaven and 
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earth” Matthew 28:18.  He was not a ghost or an apparition.  He possessed a body which had 
flesh and bones and could be touched or handled.  He could appear and disappear at will and He 
even ate and drank with His disciples more than once.  His resurrected body bore the marks of 
His crucifixion and He invited the disciples to examine the scars in His hands and His feet. 

 

Luke 24:39 “Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me and see; for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.” 

 

     The disciples were not the only ones to see Jesus after His resurrection.  More than five 
hundred people witnessed Him walking and talking and pronouncing blessings on the people.  
They beheld as His body was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.                       

 

     The 1st chapter of the book of Acts states that during the forty days after His resurrection, 
Jesus gave commandments to His disciples and explained things pertaining to the Kingdom of 
God. They understood that Jesus was about to ascend into Heaven, they also knew that the New 
Testament Church was about to be born.  Matthew declares that Jesus had already given the 
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven to Peter.  This is why Peter would preach the first Apostolic 
message on the Day of Pentecost.  

 

      In Acts 1:4, Jesus commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem until they received the 
“promise of the Father” which is the baptism of the Holy Ghost.  In verse 8 of the same 
chapter He promised that they would receive power when the Holy Ghost came upon them. They 
went to Jerusalem where they assembled in an upper room.  They were waiting for the “Promise 
of the Lord.”  One hundred and twenty people tarried for the Holy Ghost in prayer and 
meditation. 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

Chart 2: Pentecost Comes 
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     The birth of the New Testament Church is recorded in the second chapter of the book of Acts. 

 

Acts 2:1 – 4 “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in 
one place.  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like 

as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 

 

      The day of Pentecost was the Jewish feast day celebrated on the fiftieth day after Passover.  
Jerusalem was crowded with multitudes of Jewish pilgrims who had come from all over the 
world to celebrate Pentecost.   

 

      The disciples and a group of men and women had assembled themselves in an upper room 
where they were tarrying for the Holy Ghost.  The Bible tell us all of the Apostles were there 
and also the Mary the mother of Jesus with His brethren. All together there was about one 
hundred and twenty people praying and awaiting the “promise”.  

 

       The Holy Ghost came to them as Jesus had promised that it would. It came with a sound 
from heaven; it came suddenly! It sounded like a strong rushing wind. Forceful, powerful, it 
filled up the house where they were praying and waiting. The Spirit of God appeared in tongues 
like as of fire and sat on each of the believers. They were filled with the Holy Ghost and began to 
speak in other tongues as God’s Spirit gave them utterance. 

 

       Evidently in their excitement and their worship of the Lord, the “believers” had made their 
way down from the upper room into the street and courtyards about them. The worship was loud 
and demonstrative and soon a large crowd of spectators had gathered to see what it was all about.  
Jews out of every nation heard these “believers” speak “in our own tongue wherein we were 
born”. 

 

     These “believers” were mostly Galileans and of the poorer classes of people.  The Jews that 
had gather to see the disturbance realized that these believers could not have been taught to speak 
all these different languages. They were amazed and began to question as to what could be the 
meaning of it all.                           
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      Remember, these Jews had journeyed from many nations to celebrate Pentecost in the Holy 
City of their ancestors. What they were witnessing was a phenomenon!  Nothing less than a 
sovereign move of God could empower these unlearned Galileans to speak in the different 
languages.  There were seventeen different languages represented that day.  They heard them 
speak in all of those languages. 

 

      It was to Peter that Jesus had given the authority preach on this birth day of the Church. It is 
also important to note that the other Apostles were in agreement with him.  The fact that Peter 
preached the first gospel message on Pentecost Day is evidence that the purpose of speaking in 
tongues is not to propagate the gospel.  If it were, then it would have been senseless for Peter to 
preach.  

 

      The worship and the praise was so different from anything these Jewish people had ever seen 
that, Peter assures the them that the believers are not drunk with alcohol  He even points out that 
it was not the time of day when people engage in drinking.  Then the Apostle cites an ancient 
prophecy to explain what is happening.  The Jews were familiar with Old Testament Scriptures 
and they certainly could not deny that what they were seeing fit the description given by the 
Prophet Joel. 

 

Acts 2:17 “And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit 
upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy…” 

 

      It was unmistakable!  God’s Spirit was being poured out upon all flesh!  The Holy Ghost had 
been sent down from heaven. 

 

      Peter preached the death, burial and resurrection of Christ to those Jews.  Conviction fell on 
the crowd and they responded by asking what they could do to be saved. 

    

     Peter then told them what was essential to Salvation.  He introduced them to the New 
Testament Plan of salvation found in Acts 2:38: 

 

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
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     This particular verse gives precise and complete directions for New Testament Salvation. The 
gospel of Jesus Christ is His death, burial, and resurrection. 

  

I Corinthians 15: 1 – 4 “…I declare unto you the gospel which I have preached unto you…by 
which ye are saved…how that Christ died for our sins…And that he was buried, and that he 

rose again the third day…” 

 

      So, the Bible definition of the ‘gospel’ is the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
Paul declared that we are saved by this gospel.  Any gospel that does not include the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Christ is not a saving gospel.   

 

      A person responds to the gospel or applies the gospel to his life by repentance from sin 
(death to sin), water baptism by immersion in the Name of Jesus Christ (burial with Christ), and 
receiving the Holy Ghost (New life in Christ). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart 3: Repentance 
  

A. The Need for Repentance 

 

    The Bible declares that all human being are sinners and guilty before God. 

 

Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 

 

     Because of sin all of mankind is under the sentence of death. 
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Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death…” 

 

     Sin carries with it an ever-present shadow of death.  If a person clings to sinful living, it can 
only result in eternal death and separation from the presence of God. 

     The only remedy for sin is Salvation through the death burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
Man cannot save himself.  It is impossible for him to generate a quality of life that can lift him 
out of sinful living. 

 

B. The Command to Repent 

 

       God demands that a person repent of his sins.  The Apostle Peter’s message on Pentecost 
Day began with a command to repent.  His preaching was obedience to the instructions of Jesus 
just before the Ascension. 

 

Luke 24:47 “And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name 
among all nations beginning at Jerusalem.” 

 

      Repentance is a response of faith to the call of God.  It is absolutely necessary to salvation. 

 

II Peter 3:9 “The Lord is…not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.” 

 

     Repentance is also a gift from God.  In Acts 11:18 the scriptures said “God granted 
repentance unto life.” Without this favor from the Lord we would not have the opportunity to 
obtain forgiveness of sin.      

 

     Repentance is turning away from sin and wrong doing that breaks God’s commandments. To 
repent, a person must truly be sorry for the wrong he has done.  He must confess to God that he 
has sinned against Him and His Word.  In repentance a person totally surrenders to the Lordship 
of Christ. In that surrender, there is a change in the heart and soul of man; a new direction, and 
an about face.   
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       Repentance is more than emotions and tears of regret.  There is no surrender in regret, it is a 
product of human sorrow.  Repentance is the product of Godly sorrow and results in forgiveness 
of sin. 

 

II Corinthians 7:10 “Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation…” 

 

      In repentance a person identifies with the death of Jesus; he does not literally die, but he ‘dies 
out’ to the sinful nature of the flesh. The Bible says that the “old man” or the “body of sin” must 
die. 

 

Romans 6:6 “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might 
be destroyed…” 

 

       Repentance is a death to ones selfish desires and carnal nature.  There has to be the death of 
the carnal man, so that a person can experience the New Birth of Water and Spirit. 

 

     The moment a person truly repents is the moment God truly forgives.  The Lord has promised 
in His Word that if anyone will confess their sins, He will forgive them.  That is His promise to 
every man and woman.   

 

      When God forgives a person of their sins, a tremendous relief floods that person’s soul.  The 
heavy weight of sin rolls away.  The convert feels freedom from guilt and his conscience is free. 

 

      As great as repentance is, it is not complete salvation. It is only the first step in the salvation 
process. 
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Chart 4: Water Baptism – Burial 
 

       The next step in the New Birth plan which Peter preached in Acts 2:38 is water baptism in 
the Name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins. 

 

       When a person is baptized by total immersion, he is identifying with the burial of Jesus 
Christ. The word “burial” means: 1. to put a dead body in the earth, a tomb, ect.; 2. to hide or 
cover; 3. to immerse.  Total immersion is the only mode of baptism that can qualify as a burial. 

Romans 6:4 – 5 “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death; that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should in the newness 
of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 

likeness of his resurrection.” 

 

       The word baptism is derived from the Greek word ‘baptizo’ which means to dip, to plunge, 
or immerse.  The nature of a burial demands complete submergence. One would never sprinkle a 
small amount of earth over a dead body and say it is buried; neither can one sprinkle a small 
amount of water over a convert and say he is baptized. For a burial, there must be total 
immersion.  The ‘old man’ has died in repentance and therefore must be ‘buried’ in baptism. 

 

       The Scriptures stress the essentiality of water baptism in the New Birth plan of Salvation.  
Acts 2:38 tell us that sins are remitted in water baptism.  Sins are washed away and the candidate 
is freed from them. 

 

Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized…” 

 

Note: It is impossible to separate faith and baptism; baptism is an expression of ones faith and 
obedience. 

 

John 3:5 “Except a man is born again of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of God.” 
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Note: When Jesus  spoke of being born of water He was referring to water baptism in His Name. 

 

I Peter 3:21 “The like figure where unto even baptism both also now save us…” 

 

Note: baptism doth also now save us; it is clear that Salvation is not complete without baptism. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Chart 5: The Saving Name – JESUS 
 

A. The formula of water baptism 

 

    Biblical historical events of baptism: 

            

 In Acts 2:38 there were three thousand believers added 

 In Acts 8:16 the Samaritans were baptized in Jesus Name 

 In Acts 10:48 Cornelius and his household were baptized in Jesus name.  

 In Acts 19:5 The men of Ephesus were baptized in Jesus Name 

 

     The Bible teaches that water baptism by total immersion must be ministered in the Name of 
Jesus Christ.  The Name of Jesus must be called, or “invoked,” over the candidate in baptism. 

 

Acts 2:38 “Repent and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ…” 
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Note: Peter was the spokesman at Pentecost.  Jesus had given him the keys to the Kingdom 
(Matt.16:18-19). And all of the Apostles were present and in total agreement with what Peter 
preached that day (Acts 2:14-38). 

 

Acts 4:12 “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 

 

 Note: Baptism is an essential part of Salvation and Jesus is the only saving Name.  Thus, the 
Name of Jesus must be called over the candidate in baptism. 

 

Colossians 3:17 “And whatsoever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus…” 

 

Note: Water baptism is word and deed…do it in Jesus Name. 

Matthew 28:19 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nation baptizing in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost…” 

 

Note: The name of the Father is Jesus –St. John 5:43…“I am come in my Father’s name.” The 
name of the Son is Jesus – Matthew 1:21… “and thou shalt call his name Jesus.” The name of 
the Holy Ghost is Jesus – St. John  14:26 “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom 
the Father will send in my name.”  

 

    Notice that the scripture points to one singular name: In the name (one). Father is not a name 
but a title, son is not a name but a title. Holy Ghost is not a name but a title. Using myself as an 
example I am a father, I’m a son, and I’m a husband. These are descriptive titles but my name is 
Sterling Busby. Imagine me signing a legal document with father, son, or husband. There is no 
court of law that would accept such a document. The power of salvation is in the name of Jesus. 

 

Luke 24:47 “And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name…” 

 

Note: It was the expressed command of Jesus Himself that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in His name.  Repentance and water baptism together bring remission of sins. 
Jesus said that water baptism would be in His name. 
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Chart 6: Holy Ghost – Resurrection Power 
 

       Remember, in Acts 2 how Peter preached to the crowd that day about repentance, baptism 
and Holy Ghost power.  We have seen how the New Birth identifies with Christ’s death, burial 
and resurrection.  As repentance identifies with His death, and baptism identifies with His burial, 
so Holy Ghost baptism identifies with Jesus resurrection. 

 

     Resurrection is “rising from the dead.”  So if the ‘old man’ is buried, there must be something 
to bring a ‘new man’ to life. That something is the Holy Ghost power.  

Romans 6:4 “…that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk I newness of life.” 

 

     When a believer is filled with the Holy Ghost a new life begins. II Corinthians says old things 
are passed away and all things become new. Sins are gone; the slate is clear; a new man emerges. 
In identifying with Jesus resurrection, when the Holy Ghost comes into a man he experiences 
‘new birth’ salvation.   

 

     The Holy Ghost baptism is synonymous with being “born of the Spirit.”  Remember Jesus’ 
conversation with Nicodemus in John 3:3, 5 and 7: 

                    

“Verily I say unto thee, except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God…Jesus 
answered…I say unto thee, Except and man be born of the water and of the Spirit, he cannot 

enter into the kingdom of God…Ye must be born again.” 
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     Jesus was emphatic about being born again. In fact, He was so emphatic that He stated twice 
that man cannot see and cannot enter the kingdom of God except he be born again.  He left no 
question as to the essentiality of the new birth.  

 

      As being born of the water is fulfilled in baptism, so being born of the Spirit is fulfilled by 
the infilling of the Holy Ghost. 

  

      Although Nicodemus couldn’t fully understand what the Lord was saying, Jesus was 
introducing a revolutionary plan of Salvation for all of mankind.  Jesus progressively pointed 
man toward the out pouring of the Holy Ghost. 

 

John 7:37 – 39 “Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink. He that believeth on me as the scriptures hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of 

living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on should receive: for the 
Holy Ghost was not yet given; because Jesus was not yet glorified).” 

 

     Again Jesus was preparing the people for the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy: 

 

Joel 2:28 “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh…” 

 

       In St. John 14 Jesus spoke of sending the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, saying “I will 
come to you.” 

  

      The Holy Ghost baptism is nothing less than the Spirit of Jesus Christ coming into a 
believer’s heart and abiding there. 

 

     Jesus last words to His disciples before the ascension were to go to Jerusalem and wait for the 
“promise of the Father” for they would be “baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” 
The Holy Ghost was so important that they were not to leave Jerusalem for any reason till the 
Spirit was poured out.   
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     The Book of Acts records the actual Biblical accounts of believers receiving the Holy Ghost.  
These accounts establish that the Holy Ghost is for everyone that believes, “even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call” (see Acts 2:39): 

 

 Acts 2:4: 120 in the upper room including Mary, mother of Jesus. 

 

 Acts 8:17-18: Samaritans  received Holy Ghost.  Even though they had been baptized and 
were filled with joy, they had not received the Holy Ghost.  Peter and John came from 
Jerusalem, and laying hands on them, they received the Holy Ghost. Something so 
spectacular  happened when they prayed that Simon the Magician begged to buy this 
power so he could duplicate what these Apostles had done. 

 

 Acts 9:17: Saul of Tarsus had Ananias lay hands on him, he received his sight and was 
filled with the Holy Ghost. There is no description here, but I Corinthians 14:18 records 
that he spoke in tongues often. 

 

 Acts 10:44-47: Cornelius and household received the Holy Ghost “for they heard them 
speak with tongues.” 

 

 Acts 19:6:  When Paul laid his hands on the men of Ephesus the Holy Ghost came on 
them and they spoke with tongues. 

 

    Everyone in the Book of Acts that received the Holy Ghost spoke with tongues.  Speaking in 
tongues is speaking supernaturally in a language one has never learned. A believer speaks as the 
Spirit gives him utterance. Tongues are not the Holy Ghost, but are the initial evidence that the 
seeker has been filled with the Holy Ghost. A believer should not seek tongues, but seek to be 
filled with Holy Ghost Power.  When the seeker is filled with the Holy Ghost he will speak in 
other tongues. 
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Chart 7: Grace and Faith 
             

Ephesians 2:8 – 9 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God: not of works, lest any should boast.” 

 

    Only the grace of God can save a man from sin and death.  No amount of training or education 
or personal wealth can bring salvation to fallen souls. The only means of receiving forgiveness of 
sin is to receive grace through faith. 

 

      Grace has been defined as the unmerited favor of God. The ultimate demonstration of grace 
was when Jesus died on the cross.  Grace is God reaching down to man.  Faith is man reaching 
up to God. 

 

     Faith has been defined as unquestioning belief.  Man can not generate saving faith in and of 
himself; faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. (see Roman10). When we 
hear the Word and accept it with all readiness, faith is imparted to the human mind.  Faith is the 
handle by which we take hold of God. Through faith we receive God’s grace.  

 

      Grace causes God to extend mercy to mankind.  It is the means by which mercy is brought 
down to mortal man.  

 

Ephesians 2:4 “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us.” 

      

     God has great love for all men everywhere. The love of God is marvelous and strong.  He is 
rich in mercy. The Bible describes His mercy as everlasting.  Mercy refers to the forgiving aspect 
of God’s love. 

       

    But how do we gain access to His mercy?  How can mortal man obtain this mercy? The 
answer is by grace through faith. 

 

     Grace is a bridge between God and man.  The holiness of God demands that He separate 
Himself from sinful man. Even though God loves the sinner He cannot tolerate sin. Grace spans 
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the mighty gulf between the holiness of God and the sinfulness of man. Grace makes mercy 
available, obtainable and possible.  Faith opens the door of man’s heart and allows grace to come 
in. 

 

     Salvation is the free Gift of God. Man does not deserve it and he could never earn it by any 
amount of good works. Many false religions are based on the falsehood that a man can earn his 
salvation. But the scriptures show us that salvation is a free gift. 

 

I Peter 1:18 – 19 “Forasmuch as ye know ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without spot and without 

blemish.” 

 

     Grace and faith do not eliminate the necessity of being born again of the water and the Spirit 
(see John 3:5), but they make it possible for a person to receive the ‘new birth.’ 

 

     God’s grace is available for all men everywhere, but man must exercise faith to obtain that 
grace. Faith is more than accepting Christ as our personal Savior. It is more than joining a church 
or reciting the sinner’s prayer.  Faith is more than mental assent, or intellectual acceptance of 
Jesus Christ. 

 

     The term believe on the Lord Jesus Christ is a term that people use without really 
understanding what it means.  Jesus Himself promised there would be exciting results when men 
believe on Him. 

 

John 7:37 “…he that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water.” 

 

     True faith demonstrates itself by acting upon that which it believes. Faith cannot be 
separated from obedience. If there is no obedience to the gospel then there is no faith. True 
faith will cause a man to obey the Acts 2:38 plan of salvation.  It will motivate him to Repent, be 
baptized in Jesus Name and receive the baptism of the Holy Ghost.      
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Chart 8: The Purpose of the Holy Ghost 
 

     Let’s talk about the work of the Holy Ghost and what it does in the life of a born again 
believer.  The initial work of the Holy Ghost is the regeneration of man’s soul. Webster’s 
dictionary says “regeneration is to cause to be spiritually reborn.”   

   

II Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.” 

 

      After a person has experienced the baptism of the Holy Ghost and begins a new walk with 
the Lord, he finds many other spiritual benefits that the Holy Ghost brings into his life. 

 

     The Spirit enables the believer to live an overcoming life. That is to say, that through the 
power of the Holy Ghost a man can live righteously and godly in this ungodly world. 

      

      As born again believers we can depend on the Holy Ghost to give us spiritual power and 
protection. Satan will come against us with temptations and spiritual darkness (see Ephesians 6). 
We are assured that if we rely on the Spirit of God within us, that He will give us the strength we 
need to overcome. We do not walk this Christian walk alone, but in the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost. 

 

Ephesians 3:16 “That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man…” 
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      We are not left defenseless but through consistent renewing of the Holy Ghost we are 
equipped with power and strength. We first receive the regeneration of the Holy Ghost in the 
New Birth experience, then we are kept by that same Spirit to walk with God. 

 

Romans 8:14 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” 

 

     Another marvelous work of the Holy Ghost is found in St. John 14 where Jesus tells His 
disciples He would send the Comforter. Comfort speaks of soothing, calming, and easing hurts. 
Life is filled with real pain, real sorrow, and distress. As the Comforter, the Holy Ghost will heal 
hurts and sorrows and supply all of our needs in time of trouble. 

   

II Timothy 1:6 – 7 “Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of 
God…For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound 

mind.” 

 

     In times of trouble, sickness and personal loss the Holy Ghost gives us the strength and solace 
that we need. 

 

      Romans 14 tell us that the kingdom of God is righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost.  So we find everything we need for a victorious life in Christ through the works of the 
Holy Ghost.   

 

      Ultimately, the Holy Ghost is preparing the born again believer for the coming of the Lord. 
Many scriptures make it very clear that soon the Lord will come in the clouds and catch away all 
who have obeyed the gospel of Jesus Christ.  The Rapture, or the catching away of the “saved” 
on earth, will be the fulfilling of Jesus’ great promise in John. 

       

John 14:1 – 3 “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 

myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 

 

      Jesus is coming soon! The undeniable signs of His coming are all around us. Matthew 24 
tells us there will be wars and rumors of wars, earth quakes and famines.  He also talks of the 
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immorality, homosexuality, and perversion that will be prevalent in the end times. In Timothy 3 
we are warned of the violence and lawlessness that will overtake society. We are told that all 
these things warn us of the eminent return of Jesus Christ. 

 

      I Thessalonians 4 teaches us that the “Church,” which consists of all those who have been 
born again of water and of Spirit, will soon be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. This will 
happen suddenly, instantly and universally.   

 

     Trumpets will sound, the dead in Christ will rise, and then the living members of the body of 
Christ will be instantly changed from mortal to immortal.  Believers from every nation and every 
tongue will experience this phenomenal event. 

 

I Corinthians 15:50 – 53 “Now this I say brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit corruption. Behold, I show you a mystery; 

We shall not all sleep, but we shall be all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put 

on immortality.” 

 

     When Adam sinned in the Garden of Eden he brought mortality and corruption upon 
mankind. The aging process starts at birth and the human body continually degenerates until 
death.  Because we are mortals we are subject to pain, sickness and disease. The lines in the face, 
the graying hair, the stooped shoulders and the aching joints all testify to our mortality.  

       

      At the Rapture of the Church we will be changed, we will have a new body that cannot be 
corrupted by disease or decay. We will put on immortality and sin and death will be swallowed 
up in victory.    

       

      This is the blessed hope the Apostle Paul preached about in Titus 2:13.  Also, in 
Thessalonians he said comfort one another with these words.  What is that comfort?  That all 
pain and sickness will be gone; there will be no more suffering, no aging, and no death!  St. John 
tells us in the book of Revelation there will be no more sorrow, no tears and no more heartache.  
With this transformation we will partake of eternal life with Jesus in Heaven for all eternity. 

 

    As we have seen in this study to participate in this great resurrection of believers we must be 
born again, born of the water and of the Spirit. The “new birth” experience brings us into the 
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Church and we cannot be saved without it. It is the Spirit of God living within us that will make 
the change from mortal to immortal.  

        

Romans 8:11 “But if the Spirit of  him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that 
raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that 

dwelleth in you.” 

 

     So we see that the Rapture will bring great joy to those who are prepared for that day. But 
what about those who are not prepared? Again a man must obey the terms of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. The Scriptures tell us what the end will be of those who do not obey the gospel. 

 

II Thessalonians 1:7 – 10 “And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance in 
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall 

be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, from the glory of his 
power; When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that 

believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.” 

 


