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Lesson 4 

Life of Jesus 
 

Lesson Point:  To introduce the New Testament time period. To discuss the importance of the 
“virgin birth” of Jesus Christ.  To show how Jesus birth fulfilled Old Testament prophecies. To 
briefly look at Jesus earthly ministry. To learn about His death, burial and resurrection.  

 

I. Between the Testaments 

II. Jesus Miraculous Birth 

III. Miracles and Ministry 

IV. Jesus Teaches Kingdom Concepts 

V. Jesus Final Hours 

VI. Death, Burial and Resurrection 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 Chart 1: Between the Testaments 

 

A. Gentile Kingdoms 
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    In the centuries just prior to the birth of Christ several Gentile kingdoms arose and then fell in 
succession to one another.  Without realizing it each one contributed to the preparation of the 
World for the coming of Messiah.  Everything was moving toward Him. 
 
      In 586 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, ransacked Jerusalem and burned the city 
with fire and left it desolate. With a large part of the population destroyed, Nebuchadnezzar took 
the youth of the nobility of Israel to be captive in Babylon.  This was a judgment from the Lord 
because of Israel’s continual sin and worship of idols. Babylon fell to the Persians in 539 B.C. 
During the reign of King Cyrus, the Persian king, a decree was made and the Jews were allowed 
to return to Jerusalem to rebuild their Temple and reinstitute the Law of Moses. After 70 years in 
exile, they clung to monotheism more than in all their previous history. 
 
      Alexander the Great conquered the Persian Empire in 333 A.D.  Soon he had conquered the 
whole known world of that day. The Grecian culture became the dominate culture and many 
changes took place.  The most important change was that the Greek language became universal 
with all peoples being required to learn it. 
       
       About sixty years before the birth of Christ, Rome came into power.  The Romans were 
responsible for the advance of transportation. Roads were built from the Imperial city of Rome to 
the far reaches of its Empire.  Trade routes charted by the Romans improved travel and 
commerce on the Mediterranean Sea.  
 

B. Religious Dissatisfaction 

   

     Because of the oppression and sufferings the Jewish people had endured under these foreign 
kingdoms, the Jews had an intense longing for Messiah.  Their hope, their anticipation was for 
Messiah to come and deliver them from all oppressors.  They had a concept of a Messiah who 
would appear in splendor and drive out the invading Gentiles.  They hoped for a restoration of 
Jerusalem to its former glory and power.   

 

      But the religious leaders of the day were so entrenched in their political positions that they 
were indifferent to the spiritual needs of the people.   Because their positions had brought them 
power and wealth they were not interested in Messiah.  They had traded true religion for the 
facade they presented to the people.  
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     The masses of the common people were dissatisfied with the religious hypocrisy of the priests 
and hierarchy.  They were disillusioned with Temple worship because of the shallowness and 
political schemes of the leaders. There was a spiritual hunger and a thirst for a personal 
relationship with God.  There was a feeling of despair as of sheep with no shepherd.  They 
longed for Messiah!  They sat in darkness waiting for Light to come. 

 

     There was a world-wide spiritual yearning for something better.  This need was felt in every 
quarter of the world.  It transcended the Jews and Palestine.  It was an all encompassing, 
universal need: all men everywhere, all people, races, and creeds. 

 

 

      

 

 

Chart 2: Miraculous Birth 

     No other time in the history of man was so suitable for the birth of Jesus Christ. God had a 
plan.  Everything was happening according to that Plan.  The historical events of the world had 
set the stage for the coming of Messiah.     

 

Galatians 4:4 “But when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His son…” 

         

       It was time! It was time for Messiah, Savior of the world to be born.  The Eternal spirit of 
God was going to take on human form.  God would become flesh for the purpose of 
redeeming fallen man.        

 

Matthew 1:18 – 25 “Now the birth of Jesus was on this wise: when as his mother Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 
Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, 

was minded to put her away privily. But while he things behold, and angel of the Lord 
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appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take thee Mary 
thy wife:  for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring son, and 
thou shalt call his name JESUS:  for he shall save is people from their sins. Now all this was 
done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying Behold, a virgin shall 

be with child, and shall bring forth a son,  and they shall call his name Immanuel, which 
being interpreted is, God with us. Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the 

Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: And knew her not till she had brought forth 
her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.” 

 

     According to the Encarta Dictionary, incarnation means “God taking human form as Jesus 
Christ.”  For the Incarnation of Jesus to be accomplished it must involve a woman; a virgin, a 
devout girl with tremendous character.  God searched for that woman and found her in an 
obscure village in the town of Nazareth in the Galilean hills.  

      

       Mary was a humble young woman from a lowly home and family.  She was probably 14 to 
15 years old. Her family had betrothed her to Joseph, a godly man of great character and 
strength.  Joseph was a carpenter by trade and looked forward to making Mary his wife and 
living in Nazareth.  These two Jews were both of the tribe of Judah, and descendents of King 
David thereby fulfilling all the requirements for the birth of Jesus to be accomplished. 

 

      The first chapter of Luke tells us the Angel Gabriel was sent to deliver the message to Mary.  
“She would be the woman to give birth to the Christ Child.”  This was a tremendous thing for 
her to understand, but no one had to tell her she was in the presence of a Holy Angel.  And there 
was comfort in the Angel’s voice “….Fear not Mary, for thou hast found favor with God” (Luke 
1:30).  There was that blessed assurance that comes from a visitation of God’s Spirit.  
Remembering the encounter with the angel would bring Mary the assurance she would need in 
all that she was to face in the days to come.  Faith was generated in her heart and soul.  By faith 
she took hold of what the angel said “For with God nothing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:37).  
She replied, “…Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be it according to thy word…” (Luke 1:38). 

 

      The same Creator who made man from the dust of the earth in the beginning of time created 
an embryo in Mary’s womb.  Mary was going to have a baby!  She was going to bring Messiah 
into the world.  But she had to explain it to her family!  What would they say? What would they 
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think?  And Joseph! How could she explain things to him? Could he believe her?  Would he 
believe?  Would he feel betrayed? 

                                                                                                                   

     The Bible highlights Joseph’s character in Matthew 1:19.  He is referred to as a ‘just man’!  
When Mary came to Joseph and told him of all that had transpired he didn’t know what to 
believe. Joseph considering putting Mary away privately when the angel of the Lord appeared 
and told him this thing was of God and to take her as his wife.  

                         

      When Joseph had the visitation from the Lord all his doubt and fears were gone. He didn’t 
need anyone to tell him that he had heard from God.  His acceptance of the message was a 
reflection of his character.             

      

     Joseph and Mary lived in Nazareth in Galilee. But the Prophet Micah prophesied:   

 

Micah 5:2 “But thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah,  yet out of  thee shall  he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose  goings 

forth have been from of  old from everlasting.” 

 

     God uses many different ways to bring about His will and the fulfillment of prophesies.  Luke 
chapter 2 tells us that Caesar Augustus decided to do a census of the empire.  Each man was to 
return to the city of his ancestors to register. Joseph and Mary both were of the lineage of David 
and must return to the city of David to register. It was over 75 miles from Nazareth and without 
something of this nature, there was no way Joseph and Mary would have traveled to Bethlehem.  
Travel was very precarious and full of hardships in those days, and most people never went 
beyond a few miles from their homes.  So even though Mary was great with child, she and 
Joseph traveled to Bethlehem. 

                                                                                                                  

Luke 2:7 “And she brought forth her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” 
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      We are not given all the details of how the birth of Jesus took place that night.  But one thing 
is sure; it was in very primitive circumstances and conditions.  The Son of God was delivered in 
a shelter where animals were stabled and attended to because there was no room for Mary and 
Joseph in the inn.  All available lodging was taken because of the taxation process.  We are not 
told whether Mary was attended by a mid-wife or if she and Joseph went through the vigil alone. 
Nevertheless, the prophesy of Isaiah came to pass: 

 

Isaiah 9:6 “For unto us a child is born, and unto us a son is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, 

The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 

 

      Not very far away from the shelter that Joseph had found for Mary were shepherds in the 
pasture lands keeping watch over their flocks by night.  It was the time of year for the ewes to be 
having their offspring and the shepherds were diligent in their care of the animals. 

 

      Suddenly the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about 
them.  You can imagine how terrified these simple shepherds were by the awesome thing they 
were seeing.  The angel told them of the birth of the Savior in Bethlehem and where to find the 
Child.  Suddenly the sky was lit with angels praising God: 

 

Luke 2:14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men!” 

 

     The shepherds went running to Bethlehem where they found the Babe just as the angel had 
said.  

              

      Then Matthew 2 tells us of the wise men who saw a magnificent Star in the East. It is 
supposed that the Magi were familiar with the Jewish scriptures and knew the star heralded the 
birth of a great King. So they left all and followed the Star a thousand miles of difficult travel 
across desert sands and through strange cities. In Jerusalem they were told of an ancient 
prophesy saying He would be born in Bethlehem. Coming to Bethlehem, they found the Child 
and gave gifts of frankincense, myrrh and gold. 
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     The virgin birth of Jesus Christ is one of the greatest truths in the Bible.  Seven hundred years 
before the scene in Bethlehem’s manger the prophet Isaiah had declared that Immanuel would 
be born of a virgin. 

 

Isaiah 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel!” 

 

      The virgin birth of Christ is the foundation of the Gospel of the Christ.  Beginning in Genesis 
3:15, the word of God had foretold that someday a son would be born of the seed of a woman, 
and that He would conquer sin and death. 

 

Genesis 3:15 “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed; it shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 

 

      Jesus Christ is the only one who was ever born of the seed of woman.  This is what makes 
the “virgin” birth so powerful.  Every other human being has been born of the seed of man. All 
babies acquire their blood type from their human fathers.  But Jesus had no earthly father, His 
father was God.  

       

     When Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit in Eden sin and death entered into the world. Sin 
and death has been passed upon every child that has ever been born.  It was transmitted to the 
offspring by the blood of its father.  But Christ was born of a virgin, His blood was not tainted 
with the Adamic nature.  The blood of Jesus qualified Him to be the Sacrifice for the redemption 
of mankind. The underlying purpose of the Incarnation was to provide sinless blood that could be 
shed for our sins. 
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Chart 3: Jesus Miracles and Ministry 

 

John 1:1; 14 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us…” 

 

     Jesus Christ was God in human form.  The Eternal Spirit of God was embodied in Jesus. 

 

I Timothy 3:16 “And without controversy great is the mystery of Godliness: God was 
manifested in the flesh…” 

 

II Corinthians 5:19 “To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself…” 

 

      Jesus Christ had a dual nature.  He was both God and man at the same time.  As a man He 
was hungry, thirsty, tired and sleepy.  As God He healed the sick, raised the dead, walked on the 
water, and cast out devils.  The scriptures teach in an unmistakable way that Jesus as a man was 
tempted with all manner of sin, yet He was without sin.  Jesus’ human nature was not a sinful 
nature.  He was not under the Adamic nature of this world. 

 

       Jesus Christ was the Incarnation of the Eternal Spirit of God.  He was fully God, not just an 
anointed man.  At the same time He was fully man and not just a temporary form of man.  Jesus 
was God in the flesh, born by miraculous conception, who ultimately became the Savior of the 
World. 
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       There never was another like Jesus Christ.  He put on humanity that we might put on 
divinity.  He was rich, yet became poor that we might become rich.  He became the Son of Man 
that we might become the sons of God. He was without sin yet took our sins upon Himself that 
we might be saved from sin.  He was wounded and bruised because of sin, yet at the same time 
He crushed sin and Satan. 

 

      Jesus began His ministry by traveling from town to town throughout Galilee. His ministry 
was not based in Jerusalem, nor in Judea, but in Galilee, in Capernaum by the seaside.  During 
these travels He reached the height of His fame on earth. 

                                                                                                                  

Matthew 4:18 “And Jesus, walking  by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.” 

 

      Jesus called these two brothers to follow Him and said He would make them “fishers of 
men”.  Jesus searched out men whom He could use to begin to build the Kingdom of Heaven.  
Over the next few months Jesus would call twelve men to be His disciples. The next were James 
and John, then he called Phillip, Nathaniel and Thomas. He also called Matthew, James the son 
of Alpheus, Thaddeus, Simon the Canaanite and Judas Iscariot.  These men saw the miracles, 
heard the teachings and talked with the Master personally. 

 

      Everywhere Jesus went He began to reach out to the needs of the people about Him. The 
news of the miracles and healings spread far and wide.  The people began to search Him out. 
Those who were sick, those who needed deliverance followed Him wherever He went.  He was 
constantly surrounded by the hurting masses.  The lame, blind, deaf, crippled and many others 
were brought to Jesus and He healed them all.   Devils were cast out and the oppressed were 
delivered.  

 

      The hallmark of His earthly ministry was His compassion for the suffering people who 
gathered to hear Him teach.  Jesus was moved with compassion [deep feeling and understanding 
of their misery] for the multitudes.  When he looked at the masses He wept openly and said “they 
are sheep with no shepherd”. 
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      Many times He would find a solitary place and spend long hours in prayer.  After these 
seasons of prayer Jesus and His disciples would minister to the needs of those who came seeking 
Him.                 

 

      Let’s talk about some of the specific miracles that Jesus performed while on earth. It is 
important to remember He never did miracles just to be doing them or to make a show.  Every 
miracle was done to benefit someone in need. 

 

Matthew 8:2 – 3 “And, behold, there came a leper and worshiped him, saying, Lord, if thou 
wilt, thou canst make me clean. And Jesus put forth his hand, and touch him, saying, I will; 

be thou clean.  And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.” 

 

Matthew 14:19 – 21 “And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the 
five loaves, and the two fishes…he blessed and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples. And 

they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained twelve 
baskets full. And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women and the 

children…” 

 

Mark 10:46 – 47; 52 “Blind Bartimeus, the son of Timeus, sat by the highway side begging. 
And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, Jesus, thou 

Son of David, have mercy on me. And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made 
thee whole. And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.” 

 

Mark 3:10 – 11 “For he had healed many; insomuch that they pressed upon Him for to touch 
him, as many as had plagues. And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, 

and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God.” 

       

Luke 8:42; 49; 54 – 55 “For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of  age, and she lay 
a dying…Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master…And he put them all out, and took her 

by the hand, and called saying,  Maid, arise. And her spirit came again, and she rose 
straightway…” 
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Matthew 8:24; 26 – 27 “And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the 
ship was covered with the waves: but he was asleep…Then he arose, and rebuked the winds 

and the sea; and there was great calm. But the men marveled, saying, What manner of man is 
this, that even the winds and sea obey him.” 

                            

     Jesus was the greatest teacher of all.  Even His enemies who came to hear Him in an attempt 
to find fault left saying “never a man spake as this man.”  Jesus often used illustrations or 
parables to teach principles and concepts of the Kingdom of God.  These stories were down to 
earth, and utilized everyday events and objects that the people were familiar with. 

 

      In Luke 15 we find the parable of the prodigal son.  The story is about a successful farmer 
who had two sons.  The youngest son wants ‘to leave home’, he wants to take his inheritance and 
make his own way in life. The father gives him his portion and he travels to a far country where 
he promptly wastes his money and loses everything on sinful pleasures.  He spent it all!  Then 
the country where he is living is devastated by famine. In desperation for a job, the young man 
ends up ‘slopping hogs’.  He considers eating the slop in that ‘pig pen’ when the thoughts of 
home and his father overwhelm him.  “I’ll go home!  My father may take me back. I could be a 
hired servant.” But as the young son is approaching the father’s house, the father sees him and 
runs to meet him. He kisses him and restores him as his son. 

 

      What a beautiful picture of God’s love and mercy.  Each of us has been in the position of the 
prodigal son.  And the merciful Father has forgiven us and made us His sons.     

 

       In Matt 13 we are given the “Parable of the Sower.”  In Bible times a sower would sow seed 
by the simple method of broadcasting them with his hands.  Various parts of the ground which 
was sown would be in different conditions.  Some of the seed fell by the wayside, some on stony 
ground, some fell among the thorns.  But some fell on good ground. 

           

     The sower in the story is a teacher or proclaimer of truth.  The seed is the Word of God.  It is 
incorruptible seed and has the potential to take root if the soil is in condition to receive it.  The 
different conditions of the ground represent the conditions of human hearts when they are 
exposed to the incorruptible seed. 
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      The word of God will only benefit you and me if it can be received and nurtured in our 
hearts.  It is up to us to cultivate the soil of our souls so that the seed can germinate and bring 
forth fruit.          

                                                                                                                         

      In Luke 12:16-21 we are presented with the “parable of the rich fool.”  This is the story of a 
farmer who has become very successful.  His fields have yielded such an abundant harvest that 
he doesn’t have space enough in his barns to store the produce.  So he builds bigger barns to 
house the increase.  The material blessings that he is enjoying has totally blinded him to his great 
spiritual need.  His possessions have now possessed him with no thankfulness in his heart for all 
he has. 

   

      Then the voice of God speaks and tells him that he is going to die that very night.  The things 
of the world that he has acquired are now meaningless. All that matters is that eternity has come 
for he and he is not ready. The message of the parable is very clear to all who read it.  Everyone 
must make preparations for their eternal destiny.  We cannot allow the things of this world to 
become more important than the Kingdom of God.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

Chart 4: Jesus Teaches Kingdom Concepts 

                                                                                                              

     In St. John chapter 3 Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews came to Jesus by night. Nicodemus 
realized that this “teacher” was from God because of the miracles that had occurred in His 
ministry.  Even though he was a religious leader, the Law had not met the hunger in his heart. 
There was a void in Nicodemus’ soul. Though there was no question asked, Jesus knew there 
was a question inside of Nicodemus. 
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     Jesus answered him saying: 

 

John 3:3 “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 

 

     Nicodemus was a learned man but never had he heard of such concepts before. “Born again?”  
How could such a thing be? 

 

      Jesus answered him: 

 

John 3:5 “Except a man be born of the water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God.” 

 

      Such concepts had never been taught to the Jews before. Born of water? Born of Spirit? With 
all his learning this was something Nicodemus could not comprehend.  Can a man enter his 
mother’s womb again?   Jesus began to teach this was not a natural birth, but a spiritual birth, a 
spiritual experience. 

            

John 7:37 – 39 “Jesus stood and cried, saying, if any man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink. He that believeth on me as the scriptures hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of 
living water. But this spake he of the Spirit which they that believe on him should receive.” 

 

      These were such dynamic statements, concepts that the people could never conceive in their 
own mind.  These teachings were to introduce a new relationship with God, a New Testament. 

       The term “believing on the Lord” constitutes the New Birth. Believing on Jesus ‘as the 
scripture hath said’ results in a supernatural experience.  It is more than mental assent or 
intellectual acceptance. True faith in the Son of God motivates a desire to experience the birth of 
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the Spirit.  In every scriptural reference where people believed on the Lord Jesus, it is indicated 
that they received the New Birth experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart 5: Jesus Final Hours 

 

      Jesus spent many hours talking to the people, reaching them with truths they had never heard.  
Preaching and healing daily to all who came.  But Jesus knew that His time was short, that His 
death was drawing very near.  

 

      During the three and a half years of His ministry threats and attempts had been made to do 
away with Him. The Jewish leadership was desperate to bring His ministry and life to an end.  

 

     Jesus had upset their way of living. He exposed these religious hypocrites for what they were. 
He publicly addressed their false piety and their indifference to the sufferings of the poor.  The 
rulers of the Jews enjoyed a political arrangement with Herod and the Roman Governor or 
Procurator who presided over Jerusalem. These Rulers lived rich and comfortable lives from the 
unbelievable amount of money that flowed from the tables of the Temple. Jesus was a threat to 
their power and their way of life. He was exciting the masses of the common people, teaching 
them new doctrines and preparing them for a “New Kingdom.”  The rulers began to plot to rid 
themselves of this “Man.” 
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A. Triumphant Entry 

     

      It was the time of the annual celebration of Passover. This feast had been observed by the 
Jewish Nation for over 1500 years. Each celebration pointed back to the first ‘Passover’ initiated 
by Moses the night of the Exodus from Egypt. 

 

      Jerusalem was crowded with all of the people who had gathered to keep this great feast. Jesus 
entered the city riding on a little donkey.    

 

Mark 11:7 “And they brought the colt to Jesus, and cast their garments on him; and he sat on 
him. And they that went before, and they that followed after, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed 

is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.” 

                              

      The crowds strowed their garments in the street for Him to ride upon.  They strowed tree 
branches in the way and cried “Hosanna in the highest, blessed is He who comes in the name of 
the Lord.” 

 

B. Last Supper      

     

      A certain house had been prepared for Jesus and His disciples to keep Passover. The disciples were 
expecting everything to be done in the tradition of the Jews. But as the night progressed Jesus introduced 
them to the New Covenant.  

 

Matthew 26:26 – 27 “Take, eat: this is my body…drink…for this is my blood of the new testament.” 

     

     Even though they did not fully understand what He was saying, He was revealing to them that He was 
about to be sacrificed for the sins of the world.  
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      It was at this “Last Supper” that Jesus announced one of the disciples was about to betray Him. Judas 
left the table and went to complete the deal with the High Priest. He would deliver Jesus to them in 
exchange for thirty pieces of silver. 

        

Matthew 26:15 “And he said unto them, what will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And 
they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.” 

 

C. Garden of Gethsamane 

       

    When the supper was ended Jesus and the disciples made their way to the Garden of Gethsemane.  This 
was a secluded place among olive trees outside the city. It must have been a small area where people were 
allowed to come to relax and rest in the cover of the olive trees.  We know Jesus and His disciples had 
prayed in such places before, for Judas knew just where to find Him. 

                     

       The disciples were with Him there but they did not fully understand all that was happening.  They 
could feel the tension and stress as Jesus asked them to ‘watch’ with Him but their eyes were heavy with 
sleep.    

 

Matthew 26:39 “And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, “O my Father, if 
it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” 

    

       Jesus went a little farther from the disciples and falling to His knees, he entered into prayer; an 
intense and agonized prayer. He entered into a great spiritual warfare, a battle between the flesh and the 
Spirit. Jesus fully understood his destiny and the agony He would endure on the cross. 

   

     Luke tells us in the 22 chapter that an angel appeared from heaven to strengthen Him.  Verse 44 says, 
“being in agony He prayed more earnestly and His sweat became as great drops of blood falling down to 
the ground.” Through the Spirit, He overcame the flesh with all its weaknesses to carry out the plan that 
would bring Salvation to all who believe. Jesus was ready! Ready for the cross, ready to shed His blood 
as a ransom. The lamb of God was ready for sacrifice. 
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Chart 6: Jesus’ Death, Burial and Resurrection 

      

      He awakened His disciples and set Himself to meet the angry mob of men sent by the High 
Priest and elders to apprehend Him. They came into the garden with swords and staves. Judas led 
them to Jesus and betrayed the Master with a kiss. 

 

Luke 22:48 “But Jesus said unto him, “Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?” 

 

     Then they bound Jesus and led Him away to Caiphas the High Priest. In the middle of the 
night, the members of the Sanhedrin pronounced judgment on Jesus.  False witnesses had been 
hired to testify against Him.  Jesus was accused of blasphemy and conspiracy against the 
government.  He was declared worthy of death. 

                                                                                                            

      At daybreak , Jesus was taken before Pilate, the Roman governor.  After repeated attempts to 
release Jesus, Pilate had Him scourged. He was hoping that this punishment would appease the 
Jews and that Jesus would not have to die. 

  

      The whipping post was located in the courtyard of Pilate’s Judgment Hall.  Jesus was 
positioned at the post and His back was made bare.  A roman soldier took a short whip called a 
‘cat of nine tails’ and beat Jesus with that whip until His body was a bloody mass of wounds.  
Soldiers stood around and watched, and laughed and spat and mocked as the Son of God was 
paying the price for the redemption of mankind. 
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   The Roman soldiers were hardened and cruel.  They had seen such things before. Human life 
was cheap in those times. They mocked Him, “Is He a King?” They said, “He should have a 
crown.” They quickly fashioned a crown of thorns and pressed it down into His brow. Then 
draping Him with a ‘purple robe,’ they got down on their knees and humiliated Him with mock 
worship. They slapped His face and spit on Him.  

                                                                                                                          

       Little did they know the magnitude of what was taking place.  These Roman soldiers were 
fulfilling Old Testament prophecies.  Jesus was the ‘Suffering Servant’ of Isaiah 53:  

  

Isaiah 53:3 – 5 “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of Sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem him stricken, 

smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and by his strips we are healed.” 

 

       

      The stripes that were placed on Jesus back were for the healing of man’s physical body.  
When the original sin was committed in Eden, and sin came into the world, it brought 
devastating effects to mankind.  Not only did sin bring spiritual death but also physical sickness 
and death. The stripes on Jesus back purchased divine healing for everyone who will receive 
healing by faith. 

 

     The priests and the rulers were not silenced by the “scourging”. They incited the crowds to 
cry “crucify Him” “crucify Him.”  Pilate finally gave in and pronounced the death sentence upon 
Jesus.  The Roman executioners led Jesus away to be crucified. 

 

     Jesus was so weak from the scourging that He could not carry His cross. Roman soldiers 
forced one named Simon, the Cyrene to carry the heavy wooden beam. Through the streets of 
Jerusalem, outside the city wall, to a place called Calvary they led Him to be crucified. Laying 
Jesus down, the soldiers nailed Him to the cross beam with huge nails through His hands. Then 
lifting His body, which was attached to this board, they positioned it into the socket of the 
upright post which completed the cross. Nailing His feet in place, they stood back to watch Him 
die. 
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      Crucifixion was a slow, torturous form of execution.  Every part of it was excruciating and 
brutal. The victim was literally hanging above the ground supported only by the nails in his 
hands and feet.  A person can only hang with arms held outstretched so long then the muscles in 
the chest and throat begin to close off the trachea or wind pipe.  This causes strangulation and the 
victim cannot breathe.  This would result in death quite soon except for one thing;  by pushing on 
the nails in his feet and pulling on the nails in his hands the victim can lift himself just high 
enough to overcome the choking and sip in air.  But soon the pain becomes so great from the 
nails in the hands that he sinks down again.  This process is repeated again and again till the 
body rebels against the torture and the victim dies.       

 

      There were three crosses on that hill that day.  Jesus was crucified between two common 
thieves.  The crowds came by and derided them and shook their heads in disgust. Many observed 
from a distance others were close by.  The scriptures say that Mary the mother of Jesus was there 
along with Mary Magdalene and other women who had accompanied them.  John was the only 
one of the disciples at the cross. 

 

     Because sundown would start Sabbath day, the bodies of the crucified must be removed from 
the crosses before sunset.  So they ordered that the legs of the victims would be broken. This 
would keep the victim from lifting his body up to breath, so death would come quickly.  Soldiers 
took clubs and broke the shin bones of the two thieves.  Because Jesus was already dead they did 
not break His legs.  John tells us that one of the soldiers pierced Jesus side with a spear and from 
that wound came blood and water. 

 

      As horrible as this death was, without Jesus’ blood being shed for man there would be no 
remission of sins (Hebrews9:22). Jesus told His disciples in Matthew 26:28: 

 

“This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.” 

  

       Romans 5 says we are ‘justified’ by His blood.  I Peter 1:18-19 tells us we are redeemed by the 
“precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish.”  I John 1:7 says the “blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth us from all sin.”  And in Revelations 1:5 we read He loved us and “washed us 
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from our sins in his own blood.” Acts 20:28 we again read that “he purchased  the church 
with his own blood.” 

 

      Throughout the Old Testament it was always the “blood” that made atonement for sin. For 
thousands of years animals were offered to make the required atonement.  At Jesus’ baptism 
John the Baptist said, “behold the Lamb of God which takes away the sins of the world!”  
Jesus became the sacrifice that could and would make atonement for sin.  His blood was perfect 
blood, without spot or blemish and it is Jesus’ blood that cleanses us from all sins.  “For God So 
Loved the world…” and it was that love that took Jesus to the cross to shed sinless blood that 
would atone for our sins. 

 

     The scriptures tell us about the sixth hour, or at 12 noon, there was darkness over all the earth. 
This lasted for three hours. And at His death the earth quaked and the rock rent or broke up. It 
was as though creation was rebelling at the death of Jesus.  

 

     Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus begged Pilate for the body of Jesus. They took His body 
down from the cross and prepared it quickly for burial. They wound the body in linen cloth with 
a mixture of aloes and spices. Then Joseph placed Jesus in his own new tomb which he had hewn 
out in the rock and rolled a great stone over the door to seal it. 

 

Mark 16:1 – 6 “And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome, had brought bought spices that they might come and anoint Him. And 
they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from door of the sepulcher? 
And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away:  for it was very great. And 

entering into the sepulcher, they saw a young man…clothed in a long white garment…Be not 
affrighted; ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold 

the place where they lay him.” 

                                                                                                                 

      Jesus never spoke of His death without speaking of His resurrection.  He had told His 
disciples that He would die, but He had also told them he would rise again.  He said, “destroy 
this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” In another place He said, “The Son of man must 
suffer many things, and be killed and be raised again the third day.” 
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     The “good news” is ‘He is Risen”!!  That’s the crowning event.  We have a resurrection!!  
We have a gospel.  Jesus endured the cross, conquered death, hell and the grave. “O death where 
is thy sting?  O grave where is thy victory?  Death is swallowed up in victory. 

 

                        

    Jesus never fails!!    He is the resurrection!!  He has entered into His glory!  He is the 
Way!  The Truth!  The Life! 

 

     The empty tomb of Jesus preaches its own sermon.  Those who came early to the tomb saw 
‘Nothing!’ Thank God for that ‘Nothing’!  Today, two thousand years later, millions traverse 
land and sea to go to Jerusalem to stand at His tomb and view NOTHING!!  They have repeated 
what is recorded in Luke 24:24: 

 

“And certain of them went to the sepulcher and found it even as the women had said: but Him 
they saw not.” 

 

      The stone was rolled away!!  Not so He could come out, but so they could see in. The death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ is the New Testament Gospel.  

 

I Corinthians 15:1; 3 – 4 “Moreover brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached 
unto you…For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died 
for our sins according to the scriptures…And that He was buried, and that He rose again the 

third day according to the scriptures.” 

 


