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Lesson 3 

From Abraham  
to the Law of Moses 

 

 Lesson Point:  To explain God’s purpose in selecting Abraham and making him the Father of 
a Nation from which the Messiah would be born.  To trace the descendents of Abraham and learn 
how Israel became that nation.  To travel with the Children of Israel from Egypt to Mount Sinai 
where they were taught the Law of Moses.  To discuss the Ten Commandments.  To learn the 
parallel between the Tabernacle in the Wilderness and the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.                                                                                                                     

    

I. The Call of Abraham 

II. The Promise Continues 

III. Israel at Mount Sinai  

IV. The Tabernacle 

V. Foreshadowing of the Gospel 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Chart 1: The Call of Abraham 
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     The Great Flood was survived by only eight people; Noah and his wife, Ham, Shem, and 
Japheth and their wives. The Lord sent them forth from the Ark and commanded them to 
replenish the earth.  
 
      In less than two hundred years after the flood there were multitudes of people all living in the 
general area which is now Iraq.  Human nature remains the same.  There was great wickedness 
beginning to develop in the earth. 
                       
     The Shemites were the blessed tribe, the designated “Messianic line.”  Eventually Christ 
would be born as a direct descendant of Shem.  For the most part the Shemites would inhabit 
what is now Palestine. There was a faction that migrated toward what became Asia Minor.  
There was also a representation of the Shemites in Ur of the Chaldees, the birth place of 
Abraham.  At the dispersion of Babel, the Shemites become the focal point of the Bible story.  
And that brings us to Abraham which is out next topic. 
 
      God realized that He could no longer deal with the world as a whole.  There was a marked 
acceleration in sinfulness that had not been before the flood.  Man had delved into philosophies 
from which false religions and political systems would soon begin to be evident. Man was not 
just pursuing the lust of the eye and the lust of the flesh but now they were developing 
philosophies, using vain deceits. Man was devising new ways of going out from the presence of 
the Lord. 
 
       And God let them go.  In fact, He scattered them upon the face of the whole earth.  Man had 
forced God’s hand.  And God gave them over to their religions and idolatry and social orders.  
No more would there be one language and one speech.  No more would God strive with them as 
one people. Man chose a religio-political system instead of God’s plan for his life.  God’s 
reaction was to let them have it their way. 
 

A. The Call 

 

      God was about to initiate the greatest chain of events the world had ever known.  He decided 
to separate one man from the rest of the world.  That man would be known as the “Friend of 
God.”  That man would become the Father of a great Nation.  He would pro-generate a race of 
people who eventually would present “Messiah” to the world.  God searched for that man, and 
He found him in the land of Ur of the Chaldees.  Abraham was that man. 
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      In Abraham God found a man that He would use to start a new race of people and the true 
concept of who He is and initiate a plan that would culminate in the redemption of man.  Let us 
consider these facts. If there had been no Abraham, there would have been no Jews.  If there had 
been no Jews, then no Jesus.  If there was no Jesus, there would be no Redeemer of the world.  
The “Messiah” could have only descended from a chosen, set apart people, out of the righteous 
blood line of Seth. Abraham was the Patriarch of the Jewish people.  A people called, chosen and 
set apart. 

 

      It is here with Abraham that God’s plan of redemption commences.  It is the pivotal point 
upon which the whole story of redemption is hinged.    

 

       Fourteen chapters of the book of Genesis are devoted to this man, Abraham.  We have more 
scripture text on the events of his life than we do on all the generations before the flood.  This 
should help us understand the importance of this great man’s life. 

       

Genesis 12:1 – 3 “Now the Lord said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country,  and from  thy 
kindred,  and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will show thee: And I will make of 

thee a great nation, and I will bless  thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a 
blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee,  and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee 

shall all families of  the earth be blessed.” 

 

B. God’s Promises 

   

    Abraham’s faith caught God’s attention.  He saw the hunger in Abraham’s heart for something greater 
than the idols that those around him worshiped.  Abraham hungered for something real, something alive.  
When God spoke to Abraham and called him out, his faith was so great that he forsook all to follow God.  

 

     In Genesis 12 the Lord told Abraham if he would follow Him, God would give him a land.  He also 
promised to make of him a great nation, as many as the stars of the heaven.  He also promised a spiritual 
seed, through whom all the earth would be blessed. The Lord said “I will bless them that bless thee and 
curse them that curse thee”. 
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C. Abraham’s Faith  

 

Genesis 15:6 “And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness.” 

                       

Romans 4:20 “He (Abraham) staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in 
faith, giving glory to God.” 

 

Hebrews 11:8 – 9 “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after 
receive for an inheritance, obeyed; he went out not knowing whither he went.  By faith he sojourned in 
the land of promise, as in a strange land dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs him of 

the same promise.” 

 

      Abraham’s faith was accompanied by obedience to the commands of God’s voice.  A relationship 
with God is built upon faith in God and obedience to His Word. Let’s look again at our scripture text; 

 

Genesis 17:1; 4 “Now the Lord had said to Abram,  Get thee out of thy  country, and from thy kindred, 
and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will show thee…So Abram departed…” 

     

    These verses show the willingness of Abraham to obey God, and the resoluteness of his character.  
Abraham’s obedience is emphasized in Genesis18:19: 

 

“For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep 
the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he 

hath spoken to do.” 

 

    God said “I know him” he will command… and “they shall keep the way of the Lord.”  God had 
confidence in Abraham’s obedience.  The One who can look upon man’s heart said that He knew 
Abraham and was convinced that he would keep the way of the Lord.   
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    And now let’s turn our attention to the subject of Abraham’s posterity.  The culture of that day 
demanded a man have a son to carry on his name and to inherit the family possessions.  All the promises 
that God had given to Abraham demanded a son.  He wanted a son in whose heart He could instill the 
way of the Lord. To Abraham, everything hinged upon this one point.  He must have a descendent.  How 
could he produce an entire nation when as yet he had not even one son? 

 

D. Ishmael 

 

    Abraham was desperate about the whole situation.  Sarah, his wife, was no doubt frustrated with her 
inability to have children.  She devised a plan that forever changed the course of history.   

  

Genesis 16:1 – 2; 15 “Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bare him no children: and she had a handmaid, an 
Egyption, whose name was Hagar. And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the Lord hath restrained 
me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And 
Abram harkened to the voice of Sarai. And Hager bore Abram a son: and Abram called his son’s 

name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael.” 

  

                  

     Ishmael was not the “son of promise.” The covenant that God had promised Abraham could only be 
realized in an offspring whose father and mother were both descendents of the righteous blood line of the 
Shemites.  Remember that Shem was the blessed son of Noah, the preserver of the “Messianic line.”  
Ishmael was the son of the bondwoman; his mother was an Egyptian slave. Even though Abraham was 
Ishmael’s biological father and even though he loved him very much, God would not establish the 
covenant with Ishmael.  Abraham’s wife, Sarah, who was a true descendent of Shem, would receive a 
miracle from God which would enable her to conceive and give birth to Isaac.  The everlasting covenant 
between Abraham and God would be established in Isaac the son of the free woman.   

 

    Ishmael became the father of the Arab world.  He would be a wild man, with his hand against every 
man, and every man’s hand against him. Ishmael would be fruitful, he would multiply exceedingly, but 
the son of the bond woman was born of the flesh.  The continual warfare in the Middle East, the threat of 
Muslim terrorists, and the struggle to gain control of Jerusalem is all the result of Ishmael being born.  

    

E. Isaac 
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    About fourteen years after Ishmael was born, Sarah gave birth to Isaac.  

 

Genesis 21:1 – 5 “And the Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as he had 
spoken. For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had 
spoken to him. And Abraham called the name of his son that was  born unto him, whom Sarah bare to 
him, Isaac. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as God had commanded him. 

And Abraham was a hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto him.” 

 

    God performed a miracle for Sarah just as He had promised. Isaac was the long awaited son of promise.  
The everlasting covenant of God’s chosen people was established in Isaac. The son of the free woman 
was the rightful heir.   

 

    Sarah, in her resentment of Ishmael, demanded that Abraham cast Hagar and her son from the camp.  
In his love for the boy, Abraham went to God for direction.  The Lord told him to do as Sarah had said, 
“cast out the bond woman and her son.” The Lord promised to take care of Ishmael for Abraham’s sake, 
but the covenant would be fulfilled in Isaac. 

 

    Isaac takes his place as a patriarch in the founding of the Hebrew Nation.  He is respected as a 
preserver and a perpetuator of the covenant that God had given to Abraham.  He received the “birthright” 
from Abraham and later pronounced the same upon his son Jacob.  

 

   Abraham sends his faithful servant to Haran to search for a bride for Isaac among his people there. The 
servant with help from the Lord finds the beautiful Rebecah who is willing to leave all to become the wife 
of Isaac.                                                                                   
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Chart 2: The Promise Continues 

 

A.  Birthright  

 

    Eventually Rebekah gave birth to twin boys, Esau and Jacob.  Esau was the oldest and was the 
rightful heir to the “birthright” which would entitle the owner to all of the covenant promises and 
to the “Messianic bloodline.” However, Esau had no real love for God and no appetite for 
spiritual things.  Jacob on the other hand, was determined to have the “covenant blessing.”  This 
blessing would give the receiver all the covenant promises that God gave to Abraham.  

    Through a deceitful plot, Jacob tricked his father, Isaac into pronouncing the “covenant 
blessing” on him instead of Esau.  Isaac’s “eyes were dim” possibly from cataracts, and he was 
almost blind.  Jacob took advantage of his father’s condition and impersonated his older brother.  
Isaac blessed Jacob and pronounced him heir of all the blessing. 

 

B.  Jacob Leaves Home 

 

    When Esau realized what Jacob had done to him, he vowed to kill his brother.  Jacob ran for 
his life. With a few instructions from Rebekah, Jacob hastily left home for a refuge in Haran 
among his mother’s kin. 

                                                                               

   Jacob had found a refuge in Haran with Rebekah’s brother, Laban.  He marries the beautiful 
Rachel and her sister Leah and in time has twelve sons.  Everything he touched prospered.  

                                                                                            

Genesis 30:43 “And the man increased exceedingly, and had much cattle, and maid servants, 
and man servants, and camels, and asses.” 

     

C. Jacob Meets God 
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    After twenty years the Lord told Jacob to return home. 

 

Genesis 31:3 “And the Lord said into Jacob, Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy 
kindred; and I will be with thee.” 

 

    Jacob’s main concern was that Esau would still have a vendetta against him.  He sent out 
messages with peace offerings and gifts hoping to appease his brother but a messenger came 
back saying Esau was coming with four hundred men. Jacob was desperate to know that God 
would protect his family from Esau. So he sent his wives and children over the brook Jabbok for 
safety and began to seek for assurance from the Lord. 

                                                                                   

Genesis 32:24 – 28 “And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the 
breaking of the day. And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the 

hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. 
And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let you go except thou 

bless me. And he said unto him, what is thy name? And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name 
shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with 

men, and hast prevailed.” 

 

    Let’s take a closer look at this experience Jacob had with God.  Jacob found himself in a 
situation where his human ingenuity and trickery was useless. He became desperate for spiritual 
strength and assurance.  While he was praying a man appeared and began to wrestle with him. It 
was a “holy wrestling match” and Jacob held on to the Lord.  Because he would not let go, the 
Lord blessed Jacob there. His name was changed from Jacob (supplanter) to Israel (Prince). The 
blessing that was pronounced on him that day stated “as a Prince thou hast power with God 
and men”. Jacob was coming home to the “Promised Land” to assume the Patriarch position. 
And God also turned Esau’s anger from Jacob and protected him. 

 

D.  Children of Israel  

 

    Jacob entered into his homeland as a wealthy man and the father of twelve sons.  His first born was 
Rueben, then Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulon, Joseph, Benjamin, Dan, Naphtali, Gad and Asher.  
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Joseph is the most famous of all of Jacob’s sons. The story of Joseph’s life and relationship with God is a 
source of spiritual strength and direction to all God’s people.  

 

    When Jacob (Israel) was dying he pronounced that Judah would be the Messianic tribe.  

     

Genesis 49:10 “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until 
Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.” 

 

   The word Shiloh, which means peace, is a reference to Messiah, the Prince of Peace.  This prophetic 
statement showed that God had designated Judah as the preserver of the “Messianic bloodline”.  Each of 
the sons of Jacob became a tribe of Israel, but Judah had the distinction of being in the lineage of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart 3: Israel at Sinai 

 

   Through a chain of events that could only have been orchestrated by God, the entire household 
of Jacob had been living in Egypt for many years. Natural disaster, including a horrific famine, 
had forced the families of Israel to take refuge in Egypt.  

 

    For several hundred years the Children of Israel lived peacefully in Egypt. Then 

due to a change in the political climate they became slaves to the Egyptians. The Egyptians made 
their lives unbearable with hard labor and physical abuse. 
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A.  Passover Instituted 

 

    God sent Moses to deliver the Children of Israel from the Egyptians but Pharaoh was 
determined not to lose his slaves. God then sent a series of plagues upon the land of Egypt to 
show His great power and execute judgment upon Egypt for their ill treatment of the Israelites.  

 

    The final plague was the most severe of all. It was this plague that caused Pharaoh to free the 
Israelites.  In fact, he demanded they leave his country because of the devastating plague of 
death. 

 

    God prepared Moses and all of the Israelites for what was about to happen. He instructed 
Moses to have each family to secure a lamb and to slay this lamb and apply it’s blood to the door 
post of their homes. They were to roast the lamb and eat it with unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs. They were to eat this meal in a state of readiness to flee the country. 

    At midnight the Death Angel would “pass over” the land and where there was no blood 
applied to the door post the eldest child would die. The cry went up at midnight as so many 
Egyptians lost their children to the plague. But the children of Israel were protected by the ‘blood 
of the lamb.’ 

 

    The symbolism of this night is clear.  The blood of the lamb is a type of the blood of Jesus in 
New Testament salvation. The blood of Jesus cleanses us from sin and protects us from spiritual 
death. 

    

    The Lord told Moses that the ‘Passover’ was to be celebrated every year at this time to 
commemorate this night.  It became known as the Feast of Passover.  In New Testament times 
great crowds came to Jerusalem for this feast and it is even celebrated to this day.   

 

B.  Crossing the Red Sea    
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    God brought His people out of Egypt with a strong and mighty hand, but Pharaoh at the last minute had 
a change of heart and pursued them. They were encamped by the Red Sea when they saw that Pharaoh 
and his army were coming. 

 

    God divided the waters of the sea so the people could walk through on dry land with walls of water on 
each side. The children of Israel walked through to the other side. 

 

    Then the Egyptian army and Pharaoh went into the sea pursuing the Israelites. God caused the waters to 
return to their place and the Egyptians were swallowed up in the sea and drowned. 

 

    The Israelites stood safe on the other side of the Red Sea.  They were finally 

free of the Egyptians.  When the nations around them heard about the God of the Israelites parting the 
Red Sea and drowning the Egyptian army, great fear fell on them all. 

 

C.  Mount Sinai 

 

    After crossing the Red Sea, Moses led the Israelites across the desert to Mount Sinai. Here God would 
prepare them to become a nation, to lose the slave mentality, and to become an army to drive out the 
people in the land that God had given them. Here they would learn how to worship God. 

 

   Being in Egypt for generations of time had its effect on the spirituality of the Israelites. They had lost 
their identity; they no longer knew who they were and who God was. At Mount Sinai God began to renew 
their identity as Abraham’s seed and to renew Abraham’s covenant with them. When the time was right 
the Lord would take them to the ‘Promised Land.’ 

 

    On Mount Sinai God gave Moses the Ten Commandments, the plan for the Tabernacle and the 
Levitical Priesthood. The Ten Commandments were the focal point of the Law.  They were written on 
tables of stone by God Himself. 

 

     Here on Mount Sinai God gave to Moses the first written Word of God. He used Moses to ‘look back 
in time’ and record the beginnings. Moses wrote, as the Lord moved him, of creation and the unfolding of 
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human history.  Moses was given divine revelation of the beginning of the world by the same Spirit that 
would reveal the predictions of future events to other prophets of God.  

 

 

D. Ten Commandments 

 

    Let’s take a closer look at the Ten Commandments.  The Law of Moses is centered around these ten 
rules for living.  They have transcended time and society and are still in effect as much today as when 
they were first given.  They deal with the real issues of life and one can determine right and wrong in any 
situation by examining the content of these ten basic rules. 

 

    The subject matter of these commandments is the worship and obedience to the  

One True God. They forbid worshipping any other gods or making graven images to be worshipped as 
gods.  Four of the commandments relate to our attitude toward God. The other six deal with our attitude 
toward other people.  

 

Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17) 

 

 1. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

    This commandment expresses God’s feelings toward the creature that He made for the express 
purpose of worshipping Him.  It is exactly what the Creator should say.  It speaks to the will and 
power of choice that human beings have been given. 

 

 2. Thou shalt make unto thee no graven image. 

    This commandment forbids the use of idols. It has similarities with the first commandment 
because it challenges mortal man to put God before anything else. It shows the depth of God’s 
hatred for idolatry and false worship. 

 

3. Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain. 
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    The irreverent use of God’s name by swearing is forbidden.  His name is sacred and must not 
be used casually or lightheartedly. 

4. Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 

    When we go to church of a Sunday and observe it as a day of worship and rest we are keeping 
the Sabbath. 

 

5. Honor thy Father and thy Mother that thy days may be long upon the land. 

    Children must revere and obey their parents.  Juvenile delinquency was intolerably under the 
Law.  To “honor” means to obey;  to give the place of superiority;  to hold in high esteem;  to 
reverence. The responsibility rests with the parents to train their children morally and spiritually 
to obey this commandment. 

 

6. Thou shalt not kill. 

    Because man was made “in the image of God” human life is considered sacred.  Murder is 
prohibited by God’s Word.   

 

7. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

    Marriage is the highest and most sacred of human relations.  It is not to be violated by 
infidelity. 

 

8. Thou shalt not steal. 

Every person has the right to the ownership of private property. Any act, directly or indirectly, 
whereby we wrongfully acquire something belonging to another person is forbidden.  Our 
dealings with men must be honest. 

 

9. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 

    It is a sin to tell a lie.  It is also a sin to slander, gossip, or leave a false impression. 
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10. Thou shalt not covet. 

    We are not forbidden to desire houses, spouses, cattle, property – but we must not desire what 
is already possessed by another. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart 4: The Tabernacle 

 

   The Tabernacle in the Wilderness is one of the greatest prophetic “types” in God’s redemptive 
Plan. This Old Testament Sanctuary is replete with analogies and symbolism.  It is the first 
glimpse we see of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The Tabernacle and its 
furnishings portray a marvelous picture of the glorious plan of Salvation that God would bring to 
mankind. 

 

   The courtyard in which the Tabernacle stood was approximately ¼ the size of a football field.  
The walls around the enclosure consisted of brazen posts upon which linen curtains were 
stretched. 

   The first thing one saw when entering the courtyard was a large brazen altar,  the altar of burnt 
offering where animals were sacrificed.  This altar was a portable unit with a grating inside that 
allowed for the animal sacrifices to be offered and burned.  It was a constant reminder that sin 
demands blood sacrifice. 

                                                                                  

   The second thing in the courtyard and close to the Tabernacle was the brazen laver of water.  It 
was at this laver that the priest was required to wash his hands and feet before entering the 
Tabernacle.  The laver represents a “type and shadow” of cleansing or washing away 
uncleanness.  It is a beautiful type of water baptism. 
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   When the individual pieces of the structure were assembled, the Tabernacle formed a free 
standing, portable building with a tent covering.  The frame consisted of gold covered wooden 
boards set into silver sockets and held in place with solid gold bars. The earth on which the 
structure stood served as its floor. 

 

    The Tabernacle consisted of two rooms.  The first room, the Holy Place, was 15 feet high, 15 
feet wide, and 30 feet long.  The Second room, the Most Holy Place (the Holy of Holies) was a 
15 foot cube. The Most Holy Place was the Place of the Presence of God.  It was separated from 
the Holy Place by a beautiful curtain called the “veil.”  

 

   The priest could enter the Tabernacle only after he had performed the sacrifice of the brazen 
altar and collected blood from that sacrifice in a sacred vessel. The Priest carried this vessel 
filled with blood with him to the brazen laver. There he washed his hands and feet; then taking 
up the vessel filled with blood he entered into the Holy Place. 

 

    The Holy Place was the first room in the sanctuary.  The only light in this area was supplied 
by the golden candlestick.  This “candlestick” was an oil lamp made of pure gold.  The lamp was 
made all in one piece, but constructed to include seven points of light.  This represents the light 
or the illumination of the Spirit of God.  It points to Jesus who is the Light of the World.  We 
must receive revelation and direction from Him. 

 

   There was a small altar of incense in the Holy Place.  The incense was made only by a 
particular recipe that God gave to Moses.  Great care was taken to make the mixture in the 
precise manner that the Lord had commanded.  The fragrance of the sweet smelling spices 
perpetually filled the Tabernacle.  The “typology” of the incense is the praises and worship of the 
people of God. 

 

   The golden table of showbread completed what was in the first room of the Tabernacle.  The 
bread was prepared fresh each day and 12 cakes were laid on the golden table.  The Priest 
partook of this bread as he performed the duties of the Tabernacle.  The bread represents the 
Word of God.  It points us to Jesus who is the Bread of Life.  God’s Word is food for the soul. 
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   Next the Priest, still carrying the vessel containing the blood from the sacrifice pushed his way 
past the “veil” and entered into the Most Holy Place.  The Ark of the Covenant was located in 
this room making it the most essential part of the Tabernacle. 

 

   The Ark of the Covenant was the single most important piece of furniture to the Israelites.  It 
represented the presence of God within their camp.  The Ark was a wooden box overlaid with 
pure gold.  The removable lid was made of solid gold. This lid was made of one piece and was 
fashioned with two Cherubims, one on each end of the lid. The Cherubims faced each other with 
their wings outstretched toward each other and their faces toward the “mercy seat.” The “mercy 
seat” was the space on the lid of the Ark between the Cherubims.  This is where the Priest 
sprinkled the blood from the vessel he carried during the atonement sacrifice. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart 5: Foreshadowing the Gospel 

 

   All if these wonderful “types and shadows” portray the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 

 

Galatians 3:24 – 26 “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith. But after faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For 

ye are the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” 

 

    All of the similitudes and symbols have been defined. The death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ clearly fulfilled all the foreshadowing of the Tabernacle in the wilderness. 
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    The Tabernacle was a precursor to a much greater Plan of Redemption.  

 

Hebrews 9:11 – 12 “But Christ being come a high priest of good things to come, by a greater 
and more perfect tabernacle…Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood 

he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.” 

 

    All of the animal sacrifices of the Old Testament only provided a temporary remedy for sin.  It 
pointed toward the blood of the Lamb of God, who would truly purchase man’s freedom from 
sin. 

                                                                                             

Hebrews 9:13 “For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling the 
unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience 

from dead works to serve the living God?” 

                                                                              

    Although one can find many worthwhile similitudes in studying the Tabernacle, let’s keep the 
focus on the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

    The brazen altar clearly points to blood sacrifice.  It is the “type” of the death of Jesus.  We 
quickly parallel the lamb offered on the brazen altar with the Lamb of God offered upon the 
Cross.  The brazen altar represents Jesus Christ shedding His blood and dying for our sins. 

 

     So the “type” of the brazen altar is fulfilled in the death of Jesus on the cross.  The death of 
Jesus finds it counterpart in repentance.  Repentance is essential in the New Testament Plan of 
Salvation.  When man repents of his sins, he identifies with the death of Jesus.  He does not 
physically die, but the sinful nature that was passed down inherently from Adam is crucified with 
Christ. 
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    God had directed Moses to have the offender bring a lamb to the Priest for sacrifice. In faith 
and obedience to the Law, the man laid his hand on the head of the lamb. In doing this, his sins 
would pass from him to be identified with the lamb. This was a beautiful example of the dying of 
Jesus Christ, the Perfect Lamb, for our sins.  

 

   The brazen laver points to water baptism and the burial of Jesus.  We know that the Priest 
washed at the laver before entering into the Holy Place.  The washing at the laver is clearly the 
“type” of water baptism.  In the “gospel of Jesus Christ,” water baptism is essential to salvation.  
Sin is forgiven when a man repents, but are only remitted or “washed away” in water baptism. 
When we “bury” the old man, we are buried with Jesus Christ into His death and His blood 
‘remits or washes’ away our sin. 

 

Romans 6:3 – 4 “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death.” 

               

    We identify with Jesus’ death when we repent of our sins.  We identify with Jesus’ burial 
when we are baptized by total immersion in water. 

 

    Finally, the Priest made his way past the ‘veil’ and into the Most Holy Place.  He was 
accompanied by the blood from the brazen altar in every step he took though the Tabernacle.  
The Blood of Jesus Christ accompanies every step we take in the Christian experience of 
salvation. 

 

    The Priest made his way to the Ark of the Covenant and applied the blood to the ‘Mercy 
Seat.’ We know that the presence of God dwelt on the Mercy Seat between the two Cherubims.  
This is clearly a picture of the resurrecting power of the Holy Ghost.  When a man receives the 
Gift of the Holy Ghost he is identifying with the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 

 

    We die with Him in repentance. We are buried with Him in water baptism in the name of 
Jesus, and we rise with Him in the newness of life.  

 


