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St Peter Lutheran Church 
 

Bowie, Texas 

Friday, November 19, 2021 

1:00 P.M. 
 

Funeral Service for 

Melton A. Hargrove 

 
 

November 4, 1933                                 November 15, 

2021 
       

       Rev. Larry Knobloch          Officiate 

       Joanne Little                  Organist 
                                 

PALLBEARERS 
 

            Justin Childers    Mark Childers 

            Mike Childers    Cody House 

                     Jake Prince                 Jason Prince 
 

 

HONORARY PALLBEARERS 
 

The Houston Dive Association 
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Melton A. Hargrove 
“Mel” 

November 4, 1933 – November 15, 2021  
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575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Remembrance of Baptism Romans 6:3–5 

P In Holy Baptism Melton was clothed with the robe of Christ’s 

righteousness that covered all his sin. St. Paul says: “Do you 

not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into His death?” 
 

C We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into 

death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 

dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 

newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in a 
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death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a 

resurrection like His. 

 
Psalm Psalm 23, KJV 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me 

beside the still waters.  

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of 

righteousness for his name’s sake.  

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff 

they comfort me.  

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 

enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 

my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-

kindness shown to Melton and to all Your servants who, 

having finished their course in faith, now rest from their 

labors. Grant that we also may be faithful unto death and 

receive the crown of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 26:1–4, 19 
 

    1 In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: “We 

have a strong city; he sets up salvation as walls and bulwarks. 2 

Open the gates, that the righteous nation that keeps faith may enter 

in. 3 You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, 

because he trusts in you. 4 Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD 

GOD is an everlasting rock. …  
    19 Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. You who dwell in 

the dust, awake and sing for joy! For your dew is a dew of light, 

and the earth will give birth to the dead.  

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 2 Timothy 4:6–8 

    6For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the 

time of my departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I 

have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Henceforth there is 

laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me 

but also to all who have loved his appearing. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 

 

Verse [Revelation 1:5–6] 

P Alleluia, alleluia.* 

Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; 

C to Him be glory and power forever.* 

Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel John 14:1–6 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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    1“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in 

me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, 

would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if 

I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 

you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know 

the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do 

not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into 

Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess 

our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Sit 

 
744 Amazing Grace sts. 1–5 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church [1 Timothy 2:1–4] 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are 

bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
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For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Nunc Dimittis John 11:25–26; Luke 2:29–32 

P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who 

believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever 

lives and believes in Me will never die.” 

  

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 

according to Thy word,  

 For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation:  

        Which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people,  

 a Light to lighten the Gentiles  

      and the Glory of Thy people Israel. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 

be, world without end. Amen.  

 
Concluding Collect 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock 

into the arms of Your mercy and bring them home. Comfort 

us with the certain hope of the resurrection to everlasting life 

and a joyful reunion with those we love who have died in the 

faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1] 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction and Dismissal Numbers 6:24–26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 

unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen. 
  

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 
 

763 When Peace, like a River 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

+   +   + 
 

Soli Deo Gloria – to God alone be the glory 
 

Please remain standing as the casket  

leads the family procession out of the church 
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Melton Athie Hargrove  
 

88, of Montague, TX went to be with his Lord and Savior on Monday, 

November 15th, 2021. 
 

Melton was born November 4, 1933 in Dallas, TX to Athie and Eleanor 

Hargrove. He was baptized at Victory Baptist Church in Houston, TX on 

June 13, 1943. Melton made his confirmation of faith on May 24, 1964 at 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Tyler, TX. 

Melton honorably served in the United States Navy during the Korean 

War, where he was a cook. He married Rita Eddy Miller in Houston, TX 

and together they raised three children. Melton worked as an accountant 

for Brown and Root in Baytown. He then opened his own accounting firm 

where he served many clients. Melton was a charter member of the 

Houston Dive Association where he made lifelong friends and scuba dived 

around the world. He baked and cooked for friends, family, church, law 

enforcement and women’s shelters on a regular basis. Melton married 

Cholly Richards in 2013 after meeting her at church. He and Cholly were 

faithful members of St. Peter Lutheran Church in Bowie. Melton was a 

loving husband, father, grandfather, and great grandfather who will be 

missed by all who knew and loved him. 
 

He is preceded in death by his wife, Rita Eddy Hargrove; his parents, Athie 

and Eleanor Hargrove; son, Steve Wayne Hargrove; daughter, Regina Ann 

Prince; grandson, Kyle Adam Childers; sister, Georgia Schulte; brothers, 

Robert Hargrove and Danny Hargrove. 
 

Melton is survived by his wife, Cholly Hargrove of Montague; daughters, 

Elizabeth Childers and husband Danny of Bowie and Rebecca Horton and 

husband Dennis of Stoneburg; grandsons, Jason Prince, Rev. Jacob Prince, 

Mark Childers, Mike Childers, Justin Childers and Noah Hargrove; 

granddaughters, Krystal Villanueva, Shelby Horton, and Sarah Horton; 22 

great-grandchildren; brother, Tharon Hargrove wife Linda; sister, Patty 

Harris; and Norman “Unc” Tooman and wife Marian. 

 

In lieu of flowers the family requests memorials be made to the building 

fund at St. Peter Lutheran Church in Bowie. 
 

Arrangements entrusted to the White Family Funeral Home of Bowie, TX. 
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