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the past two years with donations here 
and there.   It is the church Rev. Rose grew 
up attending in her home village, and, 
made of mud brick, it had literally fallen 
down.  This is a poor village and a 
congregation about the size of ours, so 
they were worshipping outdoors, really 
discouraged and thinking they could 
never find enough money to build a 
church out of real bricks that would last.  
Rev. Rose got the foundation started for 
them with some of her own savings, and 
we have been contributing for the past 
couple of years and receiving photos of 
the progress for the bulletin board.  Finally 
they got to the roofing stage; we sent an 
additional $500 in July, and they took out 
a loan for the rest (about $1500).  The 
wanted to have a celebration and 
worship in the new structure when we 
could be there, and that happened with 
the wonderful service on August 21.  You 
can see the photos in this newsletter.  We 
entered the church dancing.  After the 
sermon, 7 young people came forward to 
commit their lives to Christ.  I presented to 
them a framed photo of our congregation 
at the service.  The text for my sermon was 
Joshua, Chapter 1, and I emphasized the 
message God kept giving to Joshua to 
encourage him when he was faced with 
a nearly impossible job—God chose him 
to take Moses’ place leading the Israelites 
through hostile territory to the promised 
land.  God told him to be strong and 
courageous and simply to obey him and 
He would then never leave him.  Joshua 

From the Pastor 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
Greetings in Jesus’ name.  Many of you 
know that I have just returned from a 
month’s absence.  For the first time since I 
have been with you, I really took my 
vacation and disappeared for the entire 
month.   I went back to Uganda, where I 
lived and worked from 1999-2003 and 2006-
2010 (From 2003 through 2006 I was in 
Rwanda starting up a theological seminary 
for the Province of the Anglican Church).  
Kabale, a small town in the Southwest 
corner of Uganda,  became home for me, 
and ever since my return to the U.S. in 2010, I 
have been missing daily the people with 
whom I shared my life  So, I am grateful to 
God for watching over me and making this 
return visit possible.  I was able to visit with 
nearly everyone I have been missing and 
had a wonderful time getting caught up. It 
may not have been a restful vacation, but it 
was wonderful! 
This time back to Uganda I travelled with a 
friend, Rev. Dcn. Beatrice Kayigwa  from All 
Saints in Worcester, who came many years 
ago with her husband to the U.S. from 
Uganda (Mityana and Kampala, not 
Kabale).  Our travel together this year was a 
real blessing, as it meant that for each of us 
there were new people to meet as well as 
visiting with those we loved.   
I want to share with you a highlight of our 
trip, because it would never have 
happened without you!  And how can that 
be, you ask?   We were invited for a 
celebration on August 21 to the little church 
in Muhangi, Diocese of Rwenzori.  This is the 
congregation we have been helping over Continues on page 2 
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Prayer Shawl / Craft 
Gatherings 
 

Time to begin meeting again!  All 
those who are interested in the 
Prayer Shawl ministry at Christ 
Memorial as well as planning for 
our Red Door Fayre in November 
are invited to gatherings beginning 
in September.  We will meet the 
2nd and 4th Thursdays -- 
September 8 and 22 in the church 
undercroft at 1 - 2:30 p.m.  Hope to 
see you there!  Remember prayer 
shawls and prayer cloths are 
available to give to those in need, 
to brighten someone's day, to 
celebrate a birth, etc.  Please 
contact Ginny Grenier or Pat 
Zegarra for more information 
and/or to pass along a shawl or 
prayer cloth. 
 

Choir News 
After Summer vacation for the month 
of August, the choir will resume singing 
on the Sunday after Labor Day.  New 

members are always welcome. 
We wish to thank Cheryl and Eric for 

accompanying us when Michele is on 
vacation. 

Judy Manning, Choir Member 
 

got discouraged, but God encouraged 
him again, by repeating and keeping 
his promise.  Like Joshua, the Muhangi 
congregation also had times of 
discouragement, wondering if they 
would be able to get to the next stage 
of building, wondering if God had 
forgotten them.  Just as he did for 
Joshua, God kept his promise to them.  
What we ended up giving this 
congregation is far greater than the 
financial assistance alone!  HOPE and 
CONFIDENCE were evident, radiating 
from them as they worshipped, a hope 
and confidence in God’s promise 
which came because we continued to 
think of them and did not just send 
something once and disappear. It 
came also from their seeing the fruits of 
their own hard work, as they not only 
did fund raising, but they did the 
building work itself.  Even greater than 
the funds we have sent, I believe, is the 
lesson they have taken from the 
process about God’s faithfulness to 
them.  The congregation sends many 
thanks and warm greetings back to all 
of you.  From the bottom of my heart I 
thank you also for what you have 
done.  Not a single person asked me for 
anything while I was there.  Instead, we 
all rejoiced at what God has thus far 
allowed us to accomplish together.  
They are sure now that their church will 
be finished--in God’s time and with a 
little more help. 
I hope you join me in rejoicing with 
them and in sharing their confidence in 
God’s faithfulness.  God’s message to 
Joshua is for all of us as well! 
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Paula+ 
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Bible Trivia Night 
Bible Trivia Night will be held on Friday, 
October 21st at 6:30pm. $20 per team 
with a maximum of 4 people per team.  
This is open to everyone! Children and 
other churches are especially welcome!  
 

United Thank Offering 
 

The idea behind the “Little Blue 
Box” is that each time we feel 
God’s blessing or just that we’ve 
had a good day, we put a coin in 
the box.   
 
This offering is sent throughout the 
World for different projects – When 
Christ Memorial first sponsored the 
Youth Center, we received a UTO 
grant for seed money. 
 
Last year we donated $310.66 from 
11 families.  This year let’s try to 
increase the amount and number 
of contributions.   
 
The ingathering will be all Sundays 
in October so a presentation can 
be made at the convention. 
 
Envelopes and boxes are in the 
Narthex. 
 
Catherine Strandberg 
UTO Chairman 

Chicken Barbecue  
  
Although the costs were down, the ticket 
sales were at an all time low this year.   
Amazingly, the “after the barbeque” sales, 
contributions and donations helped pull us 
through and we showed a great profit of 
$970.37! A major contributing factor was the 
most generous offer of the ECW to absorb the 
cost of the strawberries.  This was greatly 
appreciated!  Thank you  
A Big THANK YOU to so many of you that help 
support our annual BBQ  by selling/purchasing 
tickets, setting up,  biscuit making, strawberry 
cutting and of course, working the day of the 
BBQ all through clean up.      
God Bless You. 
 
Sandi Nurek 
 

 
The fall tag sale will be held on 

Saturday, October 1st from  
9am – 2pm.   

 
The rain date is Saturday, 

October 8th.   
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On August 21, 2016, Pastor Paula and Rev. Dcn. Beatrice Kayigwa (All Saints’ Worcester) visited 
Muhangi Sub-Parish, Ruwenzori Diocese, Anglican Church of Uganda.  We entered the church 
for the first time with a lively worship service beginning with singing and dancing and ending with 
a big feast for all members. Service was led by Lay Reader Florence.  Rev. Rose celebrated Holy 
Communion, and Pastor Paula preached the sermon with Rev. Rose translating.   Almost 200 
were in attendance—over 100 of whom were children! The church has a way to go before 
completion.  The windows and doors are still jagged holes subject to erosion by rain, and nothing 
can be left inside the church as it is.  The floor is still packed dirt covered by woven grass mats, 
and dancing for the Lord raises a lot of dust!.  I presented the congregation with a framed photo 
of our congregation and brought love and greetings.  They sent back many thanks for our 
support and a photo of them (above).  As soon as the windows and doors are in place, the 
Bishop will come to lay the official cornerstone and the congregation will get to name the 
church with a Saint’s name for the first time.  (In this diocese to qualify as an official sub-parish a 
church structure has to be built of permanent materials. The former church that fell down was 
mud brick and did not qualify).  We are participating in something bigger than we knew!  
Profound thanks to all who contributed and to those who may be inspired to continue!! 
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From Jr Warden 
A special THANK YOU to all Christ 
Memorial members for their hard work 
in preparing the Rectory in a few 
short weeks to house Bonni & Dave’s 
relatives. The family moved in late Sun 
afternoon 8/21.  Jim & I greeted them 
on Monday 8/22 and welcomed them 
to North Brookfield and Christ 
Memorial. Jennifer Dufresne and her 5 
children and nephew will need a lot of 
friendly assistance in learning a new 
community.  Please be our usual Christ 
Memorial selves as they find their way 
about town.   
We are asking everyone who has 
goods for the Oct yard sale to hold their 
items as long as possible since space is 
a problem at the garage. As we 
arrange things we hope to have more 
space available for sale items. 
Please contact Jim or I if you have any 
suggestions or problems. 
 
Charlie Haddock   
 

Vestry News 
 

Outreach monies for June-August 
2016 went to Rev. Rose’s Village 
Church in Uganda to help finish the 
roof before the rainy season.  Pastor 
Paula visited while on vacation as 
they celebrated first service inside 
church (see photos).  The three 
families CMC helped find living 
quarters are now doing very well 
and sent thanks to us for our help.  In 
May, Judy Manning and Mary 
Martin had surgery and with your 
prayers are doing very well.  The Tag 
Sale and Annual Chicken Barbecue 
were both successful thanks to 
many hands.  Mary Martin 
completed her first year as an EFM 
student in the diocesan program—a 
great Bible Study class which helps 
on the journey to do the work God 
has chosen for us. ( I wish more 
would join me.) 
--Mary Martin, Clerk 
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