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Message from the Pastor 
 

Brothers, sisters, and siblings in Christ, 
 

Grace and peace to you from our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
“...Conversion, the turning of metanoia, the repentance of which the New Testament 
speaks, is the refusal to accept that “lostness” is the final human truth. Like a growing 
thing beneath the earth, we protest at the darkness and push blindly up in search of 
light, truth, home...” (Rowan Williams, Resurrection)  
 
While Lent can seem a solemn, somber time, a time to reflect on where we may have 
fallen short in our spiritual journeys, it is also time when the days lengthen—the true 
meaning of Lent. We are preparing anew for Baptism: our call to love God and 
neighbor. Along the way we pay attention to our “root systems”: those practices that 
sustain our lives in body, mind, and spirit. Sometimes it is when the leaves are off the 
trees that we see new possibilities for growth. A couple of weeks ago, when I had come 
into the office at Christ Memorial, I noticed that some of the trees and flowering bushes 
around the church had new buds. What had only been happening underground is now 
becoming visible, offering new hope. I look forward to that day when, having taken a 
deep breath outside, I notice that is fragrant! Wet ground has a scent, trees, bulbs 
pushing up out of the ground have a scent. I open the windows for the first time after 
winter, allowing this lovely, sometimes subtle, aroma of spring to waft through. There 
are the sounds of spring as well: birdsong in the morning, peepers at dusk. Sometimes 
the winter followed by Lent can seem a time to be merely endured. Times of grief can 
seem that way, too. However, as I wrote in my journal a few years ago, there comes a 
time when we leave “survival mode” and begin to see signs of spring and resurrection. 
As we journey ever closer to Holy Week and Easter, may it be true for you. 
 

Your sister in Christ, 

Jane+ 
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 Senior Warden 
Joy is defined as the emotion of great delight or happiness caused by 
something good. Mother Teresa said, “Where there is love, there is joy.” 
  
Walk into the undercroft on any Sunday and hear the joy of the students. 
Climb the stairs into the church sanctuary and feel the love of the 
congregation as we listen to the liturgy, whisper in prayer and sing praises. 
Finally return downstairs to the colorfully set tables to break bread, share 
laughter and embrace with hugs. At Christ memorial, there is love and joy. I 
am most grateful. 
  
I am thankful for so many things. Foremost, I am grateful that the Rev. Jane 
Beebe came to us as supply last summer. I am indebted to the vestry for 
taking on a plethora of issues, many relating to the search, with such grace. I 
am indebted to everyone who has selflessly volunteered to cook, serve, and 
clean up at the many receptions we have held this past year. My appreciation 
soars for all the lay readers, lay leaders, counters, greeters, choir voices, organ 
music, and coffee hour folks who make every Sunday service work. And to 
Ginny who juggles the difficult monthly schedule. My gratitude extends to so 
many people behind the scenes who participate in CMC activities and make 
sure social media and newspapers know about each event. I am thankful for 
those who ensure each parishioner without transportation can come to 
church. I am most grateful Jane (and her voice) said YES! 
  
Thus far, 2019 has brought Jane front and center! First with the “yes,” 
followed by a baptism even before her official first Sunday (March 3rd) as 
Priest-in-Charge.  Shrove Tuesday pancakes and the Ash Wednesday service 
followed in an instant. Two short weeks later, the “Celebration of New 
Ministry” filled our sanctuary with incredible love, joy, and music. Lead by 
Bishop Fisher, Rev. Rich Simpson, Mother Mary (Trinity, Ware) and Jane, the 
church was overflowing with friends and family. It was an unforgettable 
afternoon of Celebrating God’s abundance with our Episcopal family. 
  
In Galatians 6:2, we are asked to “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way 
you will fulfill the law of Christ.” I see this happening every day at Christ 
Memorial; simple gestures that bring hope, prayers that nurture greater faith, 
and larger kindnesses that make all the difference to the recipient. 
  
There is love and there is joy in our “little church with the big heart.” 
  
Sue Lewandowski 
  

 
 
 

Ordinary income for 
January & February  

 
$6,883.91 

 
Ordinary expenses for  

January & February 
 

$4,581.96 
 

Thank you for you very 
generous giving. 

 
 

 
 
 



 

3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Altar Guild Report 
 
This past year, we have had new members-in-training and 
they are doing a great job!  Ginny, Paula and Cheryl V have 
been working with the other members to get acquainted 
with the various Altar items, the various setups for each 
occasion, where everything is located and the responsibilities 
we have as members of the Altar Guild.  Thanks to you all 
and I hope you’ll continue with us.  A Big Thank You to the 
more “seasoned” Altar Guild members who have teamed up 
with them during this in-training process.  
 
Upcoming is Maundy Thursday on April 18.  We are asking 
for donations of wine, as we do each year, to be brought in.  
We only use Manischewitz Concord Grape wine and any size 
is appreciated.  Monetary donations are also welcomed. 
 
Easter is coming fast and the Easter Lilies have been ordered.    
If you wish to contribute towards these beautiful flowers, 
please leave in the collection plate, or give to me.  As with 
the Poinsettias, if you wish this to be in memory of someone, 
please be sure to let me know their name to be sure our 
memorial list is up to date.   Please remember your 
contributions towards the Easter Lilies and Christmas 
Poinsettias are funds that are used to defer the cost of the 
flowers, along with the purchase of Palms, Altar candles, 
Sanctuary candles, communion wafers, wine, and replacing 
linens as needed. 
 
 As always, I am thankful to work with all of the wonderful, 
dedicated ladies of the Altar Guild. 
 
Thank you everyone.   
 
God Bless  
 
Sandi Nurek 
Directress in process 
 

 

 
WINE DONATIONS 

 
If you would like to donate 
wine, we use Manischewitz 
Concord Grape wine.  Any 
size is appreciated. 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

If you would like to give 
a lily in memory of a 
loved one, please see 

Sandi Nurek. 
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CMC Lasting Mission 
 

A bit of our history many need a refresher as we 
consider our monthly outreach. 

 
In 1999, the North Brookfield Youth Center was born.  Based 
on a survey, it was determined that there was a need for 
homework assistance, hands on activities and recreation for 
7th & 8th graders. A board was formed, Fr. Paul Morrissette 
(CMC Priest in Charge), Rev. Dave Libby (pastor of First 
Congregational Church) & Fr. Cary (priest at St. Joseph’s 
Church) , 6 CMC members, North Brookfield Savings Bank 
Vice President, the Police chief and  the Superintendent of 
Schools  as president of the board. The mission was to 
provide after school assistance for latch key students until 
parents returned from work.  Programs started at the Rectory 
2 days a week 2:30 - 5:30.  During first year, Fr. Paul received 
a grant of $6,000 from the Diocese as first year seed money. 
Subsequent grants and fund raising by the community 
increased the programs to 4 days a week for several years 
then moved the program to the NBES with the recreational 
equip, supplies, props, and all necessities for the Youth 
Center.  After school activities are stored on the porch and 
basement of the Rectory.  The NBYC is Incorporated and has 
provided grades 3-6 and 7-12 programs for the past twenty 
years. Grades 3-6 six average attendance is 35-50 students 
per day 4 days a week and grades 7-12 students average 
attendance is 25-45.  Students in grades 7-12 were also 
mentors and instructors.  The students and staff assist us 
with yard sales and projects when available. 
 
Anyone can see the program any time at the school 
after 2:30 Monday –Thursday.  Go to NBES and ask for the 
after school room.   Just tell the school and the youth center 
instructors who you are and that you would like to observe. 
 
Charlie Haddock 
 

 

 
 

Choir News 
 

We are delighted to welcome a 
new member.  Carol just 
started singing with us this 
week.  We                              
always welcome new members.  
We are currently practicing 
music for Holy Week and 
Easter.  We will be singing at 
the Palm Sunday Ecumenical 
Service at the Congregational 
Church.  Rev. Jane will be 
singing with us.  Beginning in 
May, we will have a new look.  
Much needed new robes have 
been ordered to replace the 
old worn out ones.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Judy Manning, Choir member    
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Vestry News 
 
Every month Vestry gives $200 to people in need in North Brookfield. We give to the 
North Brookfield Schools pantry and any resident in need as well as to Senior Centers in 
the area. The Minutes posted each month gives the organization and the amount given. 
The Thank you notes are posted on the outreach bulletin board in the Undercroft. 
 
In my EFM class the following scripture has come up almost every week in our study 
lessons. It comes from Micah chapter 6, verse 8.  
 
"He has shown You, O Man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to 
do Justice, and Love Kindness, and to Walk humbly with your God?" 
 
What does this verse say to you and how much of it are you doing for God?  
 
Mary Martin, Clerk 
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Celebration of a New Ministry 
Sunday, March 24th 
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Spring Tag Sale 
 

May 18th 
(rain date of June 8) 

9:00 to 2:00. 
 
The garage is ready for anyone to begin bringing in 
clean/unbroken items.  Please be sure to begin putting 
them in the back and stack as neatly as possible and we’ll 
work our way to the front.   Someone will be checking 
occasionally to make sure they are as compact as possible 
and light items are on the top of heavy items etc.  No 
electronic items please. 
 
We begin getting the items out of the garage beneath the 
Rectory around 7ish.  Tables are brought out from the 
Church and set up, and we start unloading boxes/bags 
onto the various designated tables.  No prices are put on 
the items.  Customers give us an offer and if we feel it’s 
fairly reasonable, it’s Sold. Throughout the day, we 
condense and re-organize the tables as needed.  Around 2 
(or a bit before) we start picking up and decide what is to 
be done with whatever is left. 
 
Anyone that can help AT ANY time, for any length of time 
during the day is needed and appreciated.  Could be 
helping setup, re-organizing, helping and socializing with 
the customers, cashing them out, picking up etc.  Just an 
hour or all day.  There is almost always something that can 
be done throughout the day. 
 
As you know, the money for these tag sales is used for 
Church repairs etc., that may be needed throughout the 
year.  We realize a 100% Profit from our Tag Sales so 
please bring in your small items, large items, and in 
between.     
 
Thank you! 
😊 

Sandi Nurek 
 

Think  
“Behind the Red Door 

Fair” 
 

Never too early to start 
planning and creating new 

ideas to work on while 
enjoying the company of 

friends. 
 
Starting Wednesday, May 8 

from 1-2:30 mark your 
calendars for the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays of each month. 

 
Bring your creative spirits 
and talents and any project 
you may be working on. 

 
We will brainstorm for ideas 
and plan to make ideas into 

products for the Fair.   
 

Additionally, if anyone is 
working on a Prayer Shawl, 
this ministry can be part of 

our gatherings.   
 

Looking forward to seeing 
many friends and 

parishioners on May 8 in the 
church undercroft. 

 
Ginny Grenier 

 

ggnrgren@aol.com 
 

508 867-2296 



 

The Main Spring  7 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
As many of you know, the Vestry votes on an organization 

to donate our budgeted outreach money to.  $200 every 

month is donated.   In the past, we have donated to 

Veterans services, the Senior Center, families in the 

community who are in need, or a Diocese charity.  The 

North Brookfield Elementary School and High School 

both have food pantries which they use to send families 

in need food for the weekend.  Currently between the two 

schools they serve just under 20 families.  With April 

vacation around the corner, they will be sending more 

home with these students.  If anyone would like to donate 

non-perishable food items, I will make sure they are 

delivered to the schools in time to help these families.  I 

will be going shopping to pick up the Vestry’s donation of 

$100 from outreach for the month of March. 

 

The current needs of the Elementary School is cereal and 

muffin mix, while the High School is in need of 

everything.  There is a list downstairs of commonly 

requested items.  If buying pancake or muffin mix, please 

get water only mixes. 

 

The other $100 had been donated to the after school 

program at the Elementary School.  They are in need of 

snacks for the children who are there from 2:20pm – 

5:30pm.  If you would like to donate to this, please see 

Mary Hawes. 

 
 
The Sunday School class is doing 
well.  We are working on First 
Communion for Zakk and Drew.  
Possibly Nicholas as well. 
 
We have a newcomer, Jaimie, who 
is looking forward to baptism.  The 
exact date for the baptism has yet 
to be decided. 
 
We are still traveling through the 
Old Testament.  We have finished 
the book of Isaiah. 
 
The children are excited about the 
return of Youth Sunday with a 
priest.  The girls like to bring up 
the elements and the boys do well 
with the collection plates.  The 
older girls like helping with the 
bulletin boards. 
 
Regan is now a cross bearer for 
services.  I look forward to helping 
the children do more for services. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cheryl Vosburg 
Sunday School Coordinator 



 

The Main Spring  8 

  
 
 Christ Memorial Church 

P.O. Box 43 
133 North Main Street 
North Brookfield, MA  01535 
 
508-867-2789 
 
christmemorialnb@gmail.com 
 
christmemorialnbm.com 
 

Check us out on  
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 14th - 9:00 am - Palm/Passion Sunday - Liturgy of the Palms 
and Holy Eucharist 

Thursday, April 18th  - 7:00 pm - Maundy Thursday - Holy Eucharist & 
Foot Washing 

Friday, April 19th - 5:00 pm - Good Friday - Liturgy & Veneration of the 
Cross 

Saturday, April 20th - 5:00 pm – Easter Vigil – Great Vigil of Easter  

Easter Sunday, April 1st  - 9:00 am - Holy Eucharist - Easter Egg Hunt for 
children following service 

 


