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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
As Lent moves closer to its end, we approach Holy
Week, the time each year we prepare to relive the
essence of the whole Gospel message: Christ died (so
that we could be forgiven). Christ was buried. Christ
rose again on the 3rd day. That is really all of it. For
our faith, the time from Palm Sunday to Easter is the
most important time of the whole year. Had Christ not
risen from the dead, and had there been no witnesses,
we would not be able to have the confidence in our
faith that we have. Our religion would then really only
be a philosophy created by human minds—as are so
many other belief systems.
As we approach Easter, the words of the Gospel echo
more strongly in the readings on each day through Lent.
The closer we get to Holy Week the stronger the
message becomes. The New Testament readings during
Lent have had their focus on Jesus—both Jesus’ own
way of showing people who he is, and Paul’s description
of what the Father and the Son are like. The Old
Testament readings have been showing us who God is as
he relates to the Israelites. The Books of Genesis and
Exodus are especially focused on God’s repeatedly
telling the Israelites who He is, how much He loves
them, and what he wants from them—i.e., how they
should behave and how he wants to be worshipped.
In my own Lenten readings this year, I have been paying
special attention to how God presents himself, both as
Father and Son. Watching how God presents himself in
scripture has led me to reflect also on the different
ways we all imagine God and how we construct our
images of Him. I think we all want to imagine God as
the gentle and loving Jesus we see in many of the
Gospels; and I think we sometimes forget that the God
of the Old Testament is the same God as the God of the
New Testament. God is eternal; he never changes. He
may try (and has tried) different ways to get through to
us, but he is the same God on Easter morning that He
was when he created the world. As we try to “tame”
God so we won’t be afraid, forgetting how very
powerful He really is, it is worth remembering that
even Jesus speaks with power and authority and
threatens from time to time. I worry that we tend to
underestimate and under-appreciate God’s power.

Too often, I think, instead of recognizing that God
created us in his image, and that we are, therefore,
much, much smaller and weaker and less perfect
than He is, we instead create God in our image, and
try to imagine Him in a way that makes Him
containable and controllable. We love our God, but
we want to keep Him in a box and bring Him out on
Sunday morning, or when we want to pray for
somebody, or if disaster looms. We want God in
our lives, but we have (wrongly and dangerously)
convinced ourselves that we can have Him there on
our terms. We know we need Him, but we think we
are in control of when and how much. No wonder,
then, that we have trouble trusting in Him and
believing in His power—we simply have not
imagined Him big or powerful enough! Lent is not
over; there is still time for us to enlarge and
expand our idea of who God is.
God sent his Son to us for 3 reasons: He sent Jesus
to be the perfect sacrificial lamb to die for our sins
once and for all (because we could not make a
sacrifice that big!); He sent Jesus to show us how to
live (because we continue to disobey his
commandments); and He sent Jesus specifically to
rise from the dead to eternal life so that we also
can live forever (which we are not powerful enough
to do). Jesus died among us—by human hands. But
we could only kill His human body; we did not kill
Him. The power and love of God is so evident in
Jesus that it is difficult to understand how we could
imagine God as small as we do. How can we not
trust God with our lives, and how can we grudgingly
spare only an hour a week to worship Him? A
critically important lesson to take from the readings
of Lent and the events of Easter is: don’t ever
underestimate God! Never underestimate his love
for us, never underestimate his capacity to help
and sustain us, never underestimate his desire that
we recognize his authority and worship him with
joy. (if you don’t think God cares about being
worshipped, go and read Exodus, Chs. 19-31!).
God will not be limited; God will never be
defeated; God’s love will never fail; and, the best
news of all is that when we celebrate his
resurrection from the dead on Easter, we are also
celebrating our own resurrection. That is the
wonderful truth of our faith—God wants to keep us
with Him forever!
I wish you all the joy and blessings—and
We’re on the POWER---of
Web!
this miraculous season.
See us at: Web site address
In Christ,
Pastor Paula+

FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN
For seventeen years I have walked into our Christ
Memorial Church sanctuary appreciating the
beautiful, resilient, reverent, and enduring
tapestry of love and faith woven by generations
of local Episcopalians. Each week my journey in
Christ has intertwined with yours as we worship
and celebrate the abundance of God’s gifts.
In January, you entrusted me as your Senior
Warden to carry out the varied responsibilities as
liaison between the parish and Pastor Paula. In
March I attended the two conferences
recommended by the diocese. These leadership
and stewardship workshops have provided me
with a robust foundation from which I hope to
interweave new inspiration, insights, and vision
of parishioners into our rich heritage.
Stewardship, I learned, is so more than just
budgets and paying bills; it’s also about
contributing time and talents, and volunteering
for ministry and mission. It’s about reaching out
to build relationships from a perspective of
bounty instead of scarcity. It is about reenvisioning how we come together as a
fellowship to encourage, sometimes provoke, but
always love one another as we discover faith as a
way of life.
Each week in the bulletin, you will now
see Warden’s Words, a short question or
statement which will be “food for thought.” I
hope they will inspire you to reimagine ways to
use your special gifts to enrich our parish, our
communities, and your relationship with God.
Please feel free to email me
at sr.wardensuecmec@gmail.com with any ideas
or concerns.
Sue Lewandowski

Sr. Warden

PRAYER SHAWL PLUS
Let's
begin again on Thursday, April 20!
GATHERING

Plus means anything goes! Perhaps you
want to start/finish a prayer shawl,
make something for the fall Red Door
Fayre, make hats and/or scarfs to give
to the needy, make a gift for a friend,
share ideas, other?. The options are
unlimited. Hoping to see you on April 20,
1-2:30 in the church undercroft.
Refreshments available.
Ginny Grenier
508 867-2296
ggnrgren@aol.com

CHOIR NEWS
It hardly seems possible that it is almost
Easter with all the cold weather and snow
we have been through over these last few
weeks. We are prepared or least we will be
ready by Easter. We have been practicing
some new music during Lent. We will be
singing at the Ecumenical Service on Palm
Sunday, April 9, 2017 at 6:30PM at the
Congregational Church. We hope as many
people as possible are able to attend.
Judy Manning, Choirmember

VESTRY NEWS
Our outreach monies for November
and December 2016 went to the
North Brookfield Housing Authority
for the new Senior Breakfast
Program.
January 2017 outreach money went
to a North Brookfield family who had
a house fire.
February 2017 outreach money went
to Crowley Fuel for the benefit of a
family in need of fuel.
Thought for the day: In Baptism we
became a "new creation" and "put on
Christ". How well do we wear that
garment in our daily life?
Mary Martin, Clerk

ALTAR GUILD
Although this wasn’t one of the worst
Winter’s we’ve had, many of us are looking
forward to Spring. Easter is right around
the corner and the Easter Lilies will be a
welcome change. If you wish to
contribute towards these beautiful flowers,
please leave in the collection plate, or give
to Mabel or myself. If it is in memory of
someone, please be sure to let us know
their name. We’re in the process of
updating our memorial list for these lilies.
Please remember your contributions
towards the Easter lilies and Christmas
poinsettias are basically the only funds the
Altar Guild directly receives and is used
not only to defer the cost of the flowers
but also for items such as Altar candles,
Sanctuary candles, communion wafers,
wine, and replacing linens as needed.
I would like to thank Barbara, who has
decided to retire, for her many, active
years of being a member of the Altar Guild.
Barbara brought us several new ideas to
make our duties easier.

“Tomb, thou shalt not hold Him longer;
Death is strong, but life is stronger;
Stronger than the dark, the light;
Stronger than the wrong, the right.”
Phillips Brooks, “An Easter Carol”

As always, I am thankful to work with all of
the wonderful, dedicated ladies of the
Altar Guild. If anyone would like to be
involved as a member of the Altar Guild,
please let me know. Many hands make
light work.
Thank you everyone.

(Phillips Brooks was a 19th Century Episcopal
priest, Rector of Trinity Church Boston, Bishop
of the Diocese of Massachusetts, abolitionist,
often quoted author, including author of “O
Little Town of Bethlehem”)
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God Bless

SPRING TAG SALE

Easter Joy
Jesus came to earth,
To show us how to live,
How to put others first,
How to love and how to give.
Then He set about His work,
That God sent Him to do;
He took our punishment on Himself;
He made us clean and new.

Saturday, May 6th

9am – 2pm

Please bring in your good used or new
items in working order. If you can help
set up, work the sale or clean up, you
help is greatly appreciated.
(Rain Date – May 13th)

He could have saved Himself,
Calling angels from above,
But He chose to pay our price for sin;
He paid it out of love.
Our Lord died on Good Friday,
But the cross did not destroy
His resurrection on Easter morn
That fills our hearts with joy.
Now we know our earthly death,
Like His, is just a rest.
We'll be forever with Him
In heaven, where life is best.
So we live our lives for Jesus,
Think of Him in all we do.
Thank you Savior; Thank you Lord.
Help us love like you!
By Joanna Fuchs
www.poemsource.com

And He departed from our sight that we
Might return to our hearts, and there find
Him.
For He departed, and, behold, He is Here!”
St. Augustine
“
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DID YOU KNOW?
Different cultures express the originating love
of God in a variety of ways.
o

The Japanese hold newborn babies for
the first year of life. The baby is never
to be alone. This is because the baby
has come from the divine world and is
now in a foreign place and needs to be
made to feel at home.

o

Norwegians believe that when the soul
enters the body of the baby, God kisses
the baby. And throughout the life the
soul holds the memory of that kiss.

o

The Jewish people believe an angel
places the soul in the body and then
seals it by placing a finger over the
mouth of the child. That is shy when we
try to remember something we
instinctively place our index finger into
that little crevice. We are trying to
remember and we are trying to
remember more than where we left the
car keys. We are trying to remember
our divine origins.

We are made by God. We are made holy.
GOD LOVES US UNCONDITIONALLY,
NO “IFS”
From The Bishop’s Blog
www.blog.diocesewma.org
March 6, 2017

FINANCIAL UPDATE
Receipts for January and February were
$11,027.03. The amount needed to meet
the budget is $13,000.34. Thank you for
your very generous giving.

DIRECTORIES
It is time to update our church directory.
If you are in the current directory,
please review your entry for accuracy. If
you need to make changes, please email
christmemorialnb1@verizon.net or
please update the copy that will be left
on the table in the Undercroft.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT OUR
CHURCH AND HAVE FUN AND
FELLOWSHIP TOGETHER:
Friday, April 21: 5-7 pm. Spaghetti
and Meatball Supper. Donations will
support outdoor beautification of CMC
Saturday, April 22. Earth Day. Parish
Clean-Up and Beautification at CMC.
Please come and help and have fun.
Please check the website for updates.

CHRIST MEMORIAL CHURCH
133 N. MAIN STREET
NORTH BROOKFIELD, MA 01535
www.christmemorialnbm.com

Sunday, April 9th

- 9:00 am - Palm/Passion Sunday
Liturgy of the Palms and Holy Eucharist

-6:30 pm – Ecumenical Service at the First
Congregational Church
- 7:00 pm - Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 13th
Holy Eucharist & Foot Washing
- 3:00 pm - Good Friday – Stations of the Cross
Friday, April 14th
Ecumenical Service at St. Joseph’s Church
Easter Sunday, April 16th - 9:00 am - Holy Eucharist
Easter Egg Hunt for children following service

