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 With everything going on today with covid, and the 
new regulations.  I have noticed something missing when I 
have to go out and do things.  We are constantly being bom-
barded with what to do, wear your mask, wash your hands, 
don’t touch anything, use hand sanitizer, all to keep us safe. 
 
        There are other things as well.  Stay home if possible, 
don’t gather in large groups, no singing near other people. 
(That’s a tough one on a school bus).  Usually at this time of 
the year I play the Chipmunks Christmas CD for the kids.  (I 
have been told no Christian Christmas music, so the chip-
munks it is) 
 
        This year on the bus is very different from all the other 
years. The children don’t talk like they used to.  I went from 
an almost full bus to less than 20 children per route.  There is 
no music this year because they might sing along and its not 
allowed, they aren’t far enough apart for singing. 
 
        I have also noticed when I go to stores people don’t talk 
like they used to, there are no festive greetings, what used to 
be normal behavior is absent as well. Everyone just going 
about their business as quickly as possible to get done and go 
home. 
 
        In the Bible, many times we read about what happens 
when people turn away from God. Sickness, disease, plagues, a 
lot of bad things.  I have also noticed out in the world nobody 
mentions God anymore. 
 
 Has God been forgotten?  Are we so wrapped up in 
safety procedures that we have turned away from God? 
We need to trust God now more than ever!  God can help us 
all through times of trouble. All we have to do is trust Him 
along with all the safety procedures, and we will all come 
through this. 
 
        As we prepare for the birth of our savior, remember this 
is a time for celebration, (even if it is on ZOOM).  Jesus is the 
reason for the season! Let’s not forget that.  
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!  
 

Cheryl Vosburg 
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Altar Guild  

This year has been a challenging one, to say the least.  Although we have not 
been able to attend Church services physically, we have continued to change the 
colors and keep the Sanctuary Candle constantly lit.  With Rev Jane’s help, she 
has still been able to bring us together are a group each Sunday and we are eter-
nally grateful.  We have already entered the Advent season and soon the Christ-
mas season.  Our colors are now a beautiful purple.  (My Aunt Violet’s favorite 
color, bless her soul).  Before we know it, we will be changing the colors to white 
for Christmas Eve, with red bows in the windows and red bows on the outside 
wreaths and setting up the creche.  
 

I would like to put up a few poinsettias and try to get pictures.  Although, I will 
only be getting a few this year (not 16 as in the past),  if you wish to remember a 
loved one with a small donation towards the poinsettias, please let me know.  
These can be mailed to the Church address at P.O. Box 43.   Any donation, no 
matter the amount, is gratefully appreciated. Please be sure to include the name of 
your loved one so we can update our list, which will be included in the bulletin 
(or anonymous if you wish). Any money received above and beyond the cost of 
the Poinsettias will be used to cover future Altar Guild purchases of candles, wa-
fers, wine, Altar flowers etc. 
With God’s blessing, next year will prove to be a happier, healthier year for all of 
us. 
 

God bless you all. 
Sandi Nurek 
Directress in progress  
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A PRAYER WHEN LIFE IS DIFFICULT: 
 
READING FROM PSALM 118: 1,14,17, AND 19 
 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; His stead-
fast love endures forever!... 
The Lord is my strength and my might; He has be-
come my salvation... 
I shall not die, but i shall live, And recount the 
deeds of the Lord... 
Open to me the gates of righteousness, That I may 
enter through them and give thanks to the Lord. 
 
Prayer: What does the future hold, Lord? What will 
become of me? Why do I find more questions than 
answers? Where are you, Lord? Do you care? Send 
me your Spirit/ Give me confidence in 
your great promises and unwavering hope in your 
lavish mercy. Let me into the future where you are. 
Grant me a living faith and, by the strength of your 
arm, lighten my load. Cheer my heart, sustain me 
by your mighty power, and lead me in the paths of 
your own choosing. 
Amen! 
 
I was reading an article in a CareMail 
from stphenministries.org. I was feeling kind of low 
and this helped me feel much better. When we ask 
questions of God we must do it slowly and 
with meaning. He is with us and hears us. These 
types of things help me through my darkest days 
and nights. Give it a try and see how God loves us 
ALL right where we are in life.  
 
Have a Merry Christmas to everyone.  
With love, Mary Martin 
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Christ Memorial Church 
P.O. Box 43 
133 North Main Street 
North Brookfield, MA  0153 
 
508-867-2789 
 
christmemorialnb@gmail.com 
 
ĐŚƌŝƐƚŵĞŵŽƌŝĂůŶďŵ͘ĐŽŵ 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

There will be one service on Zoom at 4:30 p.m. on December 24.  
Eric Ingram will be playing Christmas carols on the guitar before 

the service proper begins.  
Please let Eric know your favorite carols!  

 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 
 

Sunday, January 24, 2021—Annual Meeting of the Church   


