THE MAIN SPRING
December 2017

Message from the Pastor
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
As we begin this season of Advent and prepare for the coming of Christmas, Scripture will remind us, if
we let it, that Jesus is frequently calling us to notice the new and fresh presence of the divine among us.
God does indeed come into the world continually in new and powerful ways at unexpected times and in
unexpected places. Advent reminds us especially that Jesus is coming as a child, new life shining a new
light and overcoming any darkness. But he comes to us in other ways and other times as well. He
comes as King of kings and Lord of lords, bringing order to chaos in anxious times. He comes as our
redeemer, bringing healing to a wounded world. And most frequently of all, Christ comes as love itself,
overcoming all fear and fault and separation and bringing peace and wholeness and reconciliation.
But how many of us get so caught up in our preparations for Christmas that we forget to look for the
appearances Jesus does make? One year, a long time ago now, I was struck by the absence of much
feeling when I attended church one Christmas Eve and I began to consider why I missed that special
feeling of deep down joy and peace that this season can bring. I realized that I had been so busy getting
ready all the material aspects of the forthcoming celebration that I had been neglecting to think
anything at all about what we were celebrating. The next year, I began an Advent discipline that I have
continued to this day. I began looking with special attention for moments during the day where I could
see the “advent” of Jesus as I went about my daily work--in little miracles, acts of kindness, random
expressions of love between people. I kept doing the things I always did, but just looked at what I and
others were doing with new eyes. The more I looked, the more I began to see. At night before I slept I
would ask myself where I had seen Jesus that day to keep myself on track. That practice made all the
difference in increasing my deep sense of joy and peace during the season. I encourage you to try it. It
might even make you want to extend the exercise past Advent--since Jesus is of course among us not
only during Advent. Between his arrival as an infant that first Christmas and the time when he comes
again in glory to judge us and lead us home, Christ continues to show himself among us through the
many small and large ways we show love for each other. I encourage you to look for occurrences of
Jesus coming into the world as you go about the busyness of you lives this season, and I pray that as a
result you will find him afresh in yourselves as well.
I wish you all a spirit-filled Advent and a joyous Christmas season.
In Christ,
Pastor Paula+
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Senior Warden
Stewardship has been wonderfully abundant the last few
months. Members have been contributing time and talents;
the tag sale and Red Door Fair were again financially
successful. But even more important, we have been “building
relationships from a perspective of abundance instead of
scarcity” as The Episcopal Church wants us to see
stewardship.
The camaraderie shared by parishioners extends far above
fundraising efforts. We are addressing difficult administrative
business with patience and grace. We are enjoying each
other’s company with joy and celebration. And together, we
are carrying out the words of Matthew with compassionate
action. Our outreach has provided food for the hungry, drink
for the thirsty, clothes for the naked, visits for the sick, and
welcoming arms for the strangers.

If you would like to give
a poinsettia in memory of
a loved one, please see
Sandi.

The grant committee, albeit slowly because of my schedule, is
finalizing details for the grant entitled, “Multidisciplinary
Community Outreach: Empowering Residents to Access Social
Services.” Please keep the below dates free so that you can
both support our efforts and learn more about the resources
that address the pressing needs of the community. All
forums begin at 6:30. Refreshments will be served.
Thursday, January 18, 2018 – Family Resources Thursday,
February 15, 2018 – Addiction Support Thursday, March 15,
2018 – Domestic Violence Thursday, April 26, 2018 – Veterans
Service Thursday, May 17, 2018 – Snow Date
With your generous financial stewarship, Christ Memorial
Church can continue to grow through worship, prayer,
education and loving service.
Sue Lewandowski
Senior Warden
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Sunday, December 17th
11-2
At the Rectory
Meatball Lunch
By Scott & Michelle Bylund

“If you’re going to care
about the fall of the
sparrow, you can’t pick
and choose who’s going to
be the sparrow.”
--Madeleine L’Engle

Christ Memorial Cookbooks
make great Christmas Gifts
Only $10.00
Please ask Stacey about
them!!

“Oh give thanks to the
Lord, for He is good; for
His steadfast love endures
forever!”
1Chronicles 16:34
(This being true, our gratitude should
last just as long--certainly well past
Thanksgiving Day!).

The Red Door Fair
Kitchen Report
The Kitchen was busy this year. We had some
“seasoned” help along with new faces helping with
setting up, taking & filling the orders and cleanup. As
in the past, the kitchen “staff” was awesome –as
orders were taken, sandwiches were prepared, soups,
drinks and delicious apple crisp all served as many
people sat down to have a bite to eat or ordered to
go orders. We seat 4 tables with 4 customers for
each table. At one point, they were requesting an
additional table. Unable to accommodate, due to
space limitations, they just added more chairs to one
of the tables! Both the clam chowder and apple
crisp sold out. Plenty of awesome cabbage soup was
sold and still had enough left to have take outs after
the Fair. Sandwich sales totaled 40 which is higher
than last years’ (30). Although it was a very windy
and cold day, we still saw both new and repeat
customers. Our Kitchen sales totaled over $270.00
this year. We had many people donating their time
and food, a great group setting up, helping in the
kitchen, waitressing, cleaning up etc. A BIG THANK
YOU to all of you who donate your time and talents
year after year and the newcomers who also came to
this year to help to make it a success.
God Bless you,
Sandi

CHURCH CLOSING INFORMATION
In case of bad weather, you can find out if Christ
Memorial will be closed by watching the closings on
Channel 4, 5 or 7 or checking out their websites. If
possible, it will be put on the church website
christmemorialnbm.com.
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Choir Report
The Choir is working hard. We have two new
members, young girls from Sunday School. They are
a great addition to the choir and we would like more
to come and join us. We participated in an
Ecumenical Service at St. Joseph's Catholic Church
which was a great success. Many parishioners
attended. We are working on new music pieces all
the time. If anyone would like to join speak to
Michelle. Everyone is welcome.
As you all know Judy Manning is recuperating from a
broken leg. She is coming along. I am doing her
report for her. We all miss Judy very much.
Mary Martin, Choir Member

Junior Warden at Christmas
During this time of the year Thanksgiving reminds us
of all we have to be thankful for. Our worldly goods
become very small when 14 youngsters come
from Sunday school to morning service. Their smiles,
enthusiasm and spontaneous actions are a blessing
and inspiration to all.
With Christmas less than 3 weeks away. We tend to
scramble for family preparations, shopping and
parties. Taking time for Lessons and Carols with all
our churches, renewed local friendships with fellow
Christians where we live and Worship.
All of our Church Family together makes CHRIST
MEMORIAL vibrant and a pleasure to serve God and
our neighbors.
Charlie
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The well-known theologian
John Henry Newman noted
that Christianity meets us
with simple act and actions-about people--not with
generalized commandments
or theological principles.
Christianity meets us with
the resurrected Jesus, in our
fact-to-face communication
with other persons. “Persons
influence us, voices melt us,
deeds enflame us.” As
Christians, because of the
incarnation, we don’t believe
there can be any true
communication--no
Communion, no community-without bodies. Newman
lived before our time, but I
think he would warn us
about placing too much
importance on unembodied
communication, such as
email, texting, Twitter.

“Show me where a man
spends his time and money
and I’ll show you his god.”
--Martin Luther

Vestry News
Outreach for September went to North Brookfield
family in need.
Outreach for October went to Episcopal Relief and
Development for victims of storms and fires.
Something to think about: When did your heart last
sing God's Praises? What might be getting in the way?
Mary Martin, Clerk

SAVE THE DATE
January 28, 2018

A prayer: “Let my heart be
broken by the things that
break the heart of God.”
---Bob Pierce Baptist Preacher (c. 1950),
founder of World Vision and Habitat for
Humanity.

Altar Guild
As we approach the Christmas season, let us remember
our loved ones with a donation towards the poinsettias,
which have been ordered. Your donation can be given
to Mabel or me, or leave in the collection plate. Please
be sure to include the name of your loved one so we
can update our list.
Thank you, Pat, for your beautiful window
arrangements. I hear many compliments throughout
the year. Also, thank you for taking care of the Altar
flowers - ordering, putting out the inserts and
watering them. They always look lovely. Let us not
forget the quarterly schedule you prepare for us for
each weeks’ Altar setup. Thank you!!!
I feel blessed that I am a part of such a loving and
giving Church family and I am truly thankful to
everyone for their help and support. This includes the
ladies of the Altar Guild who are always there when a
need arises. I am excited that Ginny G has expressed a
desire to see what the Altar Guild is all about. As we
begin the process of side by side training, I hope she
finds it as rewarding as I have over the years.
God bless you all.
Sandi Nurek

Directress in progress
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BIBLE STUDY

Testify

Our two weekly Bible Study groups continue to meet
regularly. The Monday 1:15 pm group starts with
prayers for all on our prayer lists. We are reading
through the Old Testament and are learning much
about what the God we worship is like. In the
Wednesday evening 6:00 pm group we study the
Lectionary Readings for the week to explore what
their message to us is and how they fit together.
Both groups are always ready to welcome new
members. Any time is a good time to begin. We
would be happy to welcome you!

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Just a simple prayer shawl made with prayers for you
To cover you with blessings for times you’re going
through.
We pray that wrapped around you you’ll feel our
Savior’s arms
Holding you and loving you and keeping you from
harm.

“…..and lo, I am with you always…Mathew 28;20

During the recent past shawls have been given to
people in recovery, or in need of comfort, or in
celebration.
Please join us at our next meeting on Thursday,
December 14, 1-2:30 pm in the church undercroft.
Usually gatherings are not held in January and
March. But keep those hands busy at home creating
“masterpieces”. People who receive a shawl or
prayer cloth are very grateful.
For more information and/or to request a shawl or
prayer cloth, contact Pastor Paula, or Ginny Grenier
(508) 867-2296, or Pat Zegarra (508) 867-9690.
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Everyday I struggle. I struggle to
be a good mother, to reconnect
with my husband, and keep the
house running while still trying
to carve out “me time.” Lately,
I’ve had difficulty coping with
the unending morning sickness
that has kept me bedridden for
months. Our life is messy,
literally and figuratively. And
I’m okay with all of it. We are
not perfect but I know the One
who is and He loves me.
Don’t get me wrong, I still strive
for a happy, peaceful, loving,
clean home and fulfilling
relationships! But when I fall
short, He knows I’m doing the
best I can. I’m trying. And when
I fail, I pray for forgiveness and
strength. And I thank Him for
His grace that I certainly don’t
think I deserve.
Rely on His strength because
ours alone is insufficient.
“with God all things are possible.”
Matthew 19:26
-submitted by Cheryl Ingram

Ladies Christmas Party
The annual ladies Christmas Party
was held on Monday, December
4th. There was a great food and
company. 21 ladies in all. It was a
tight race but the Christmas tree
won over Mrs. Claus.
Congratulations Missy.

Christmas Baskets
Once again we will be making Christmas Baskets for
needy families in our community. We are asking for
food or monetary donations for a wonderful
Christmas dinner. The turkeys, pies and rolls are
purchased with money earned from the Red Door
Fair. Many of the families receiving these baskets
have children who receive free breakfast and lunch
while in school. We are looking for donations of
other food items to help the families while the
children are out of school on Christmas Vacation.
Suggested items include but are not limited to
cereal, canned soups, and granola bars. Every little
bit helps. We will be collecting these items now
through Sunday, December 17th. You may put
your donations in the designated boxes in the
undercroft. Thank you for your generous giving.
If you have any questions, please contact:
Mary Hawes 508-885-6815 or 508-662-8174

ECW Christmas Basket schedule:
Monday, December 18th – 3:30pm in the undercroft we
will be unloading food items from the Elementary School
donations and sorting.

If you are receiving a paper
copy of the Main Spring and
don’t want to, please email
christmemorialnb@gmail.com

Tuesday, December 19th – time TBD – shopping and
assembling baskets
Wednesday, December 19th – Delivery day. If you can
help with delivery, please contact Mary.

Anyone wishing to help please come.
Many hands make light work!

and let us know.
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Christ Memorial Church
P.O. Box 43
133 North Main Street
North Brookfield, MA 0153
508-867-2789
christmemorialnb@gmail.com
christmemorialnbm.com

Check us out on

Sunday, December 17, 2017

9:00 am - Christmas Pageant & Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December 24, 2017

9:00 am - 4th Sunday of Advent – Morning Prayer

Sunday, December 24, 2017

4:30 carols 5:00 pm Christmas Eve–Holy Eucharist

Monday, December 25, 2017 9:00 am - Christmas Day – Holy Eucharist
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