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DECEMBER 2016 

The Main Spring 

Our outreach monies for 
September went to the Angels 
with Backpacks Program. 

Outreach for October went to 
the Episcopal Relief & 
Development Relief for the 
Hurricane Matthew victims. 

Mary Martin, Clerk 

A publication of Christ Memorial Church North Brookfield, Massachusetts 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As I have been going through my 
Advent Readings this year, I have 
been struck anew by how often 
the passages from scripture, both 
Old and New Testament, use the 
imagery of LIGHT and DARKNESS 
to talk about Christ coming into 
the world.  Our own preparations 
for the coming of Christmas reflect 
this as well—candles on Christmas 
cards, candles in the windows, 
lights on the tree, lights on houses 
and shops and town commons.  
2000 years later, we may have 
forgotten why we do these things. 
They all symbolize our waiting for 
the arrival of the promised 
Messiah—The Light of the World.   

It all goes back to the bright new 
star which lit up the heavens to 
show the shepherds in the local 

fields where the baby Jesus lay.  
That same bright star showed the 
way for the wise men who 
travelled all the way from Eastern 
countries to pay their respects to 
the newborn king.  They found 
Jesus by that light, and we still 
find Him the same way. 

Not only in Scripture, but in the 
world at large, images of light are 
associated with goodness; 
images of darkness suggest evil.  
So it was also in Jesus’ day.  
Indeed, in this Advent season 
where, for us up here in the 
Northern Hemisphere, our daily 
light comes late and the darkness 
early, we especially love the 
lights that remind us that we do 
not have to face the coming 
darkness alone.   Indeed, the 
Light of the World has already 
come and dwells among us and is 
with us in dark times as well as 
bright ones.  As promised, that 
LIGHT keeps us from stumbling in 
the darkness and shows us the 
way.   

Vestry News 

 Anyone wishing to give 
a poinsettia in memory 
of a loved one may give a 
donation to either 
Mabel or Sandi, or leave 
in the collection plate.  
Please be sure to 
include the name of 
your loved one. 

. 

Continued on page 2
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Red Door Fair - Kitchen 
The Kitchen seemed to be slower this 
year than in the past, but steady.  
That worked well for all who were 
taking and filling the orders.  Once 
again, the kitchen “staff” was  
awesome –as orders were taken, 
sandwiches were prepared,  soups, 
drinks and apple crisp all served as  
people sat down to have a bite to eat.  
The clam chowder and apple crisp 
sold out, and cabbage soup had just 
enough left to have takeouts after the 
Fair.  Sandwich sales of 31 were much 

lower than last years’ (50)./  All in all 
it was a good day and we managed 
to bring our total very close to 
$250.00 this year.  We had many 
people donating their time and 
food, a great group setting up, 
helping in the kitchen, waitressing, 
cleaning up etc.   A BIG THANK YOU 
to all of you who, every year help to 
make it a success. 

God Bless you, 

Sandi 

 

 

 

 Come hear the choir sing at the 
Advent/Christmas Service of 
carols and lessons Sunday, 
December 11th at Saint Joseph 
Church, North Brookfield.  It 
begins at 4:00PM.  We will also 
be singing carols before the 
Christmas Eve Service; carols 
begin at 4:30PM.  We will sing 
Christmas morning as we usually 
do every Sunday.  Hopefully you 
will be able to attend as many of 
these services as possible. 
 
Judy Manning, Choir Member 
 

That time of year is here!  In the 

event of winter storms or snow or 

ice, Pastor Paula and the Wardens 

will make the decision as soon as 

conditions are clear--normally by 

8:00 pm on Saturday.  If service is 

cancelled, you will find Christ 

Memorial Church listed under  

CANCELLATIONS on 3 TV 

stations:  WBZ (CBS), WHDH 

(NBC), WCVB (ABC). 

As John describes the coming of 
Jesus in his Gospel (1:5), he says, 
“The light shines in the darkness 
and the darkness has not 
overcome it.”  John continues to 
refer to Jesus as the Light.  But 
that light is in all of us.   And the 
mature Jesus tells his disciples 
(and us) that we need to let it 
shine from us as well.  “You are 
the light of the world,” he says to 
them….  “Let your light shine 
before others so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 
5:14-16).   

During this Advent, as we wait and 
light our candles, I hope you also 
get in touch with the light inside 
you and let it shine more brightly 
as well.  I like to think that, 

whenever someone has an 
unselfish thought, or says a 
prayer, or feeds the hungry, or 
treats someone with respect, or 
performs any act of kindness, 
that at those moments the inner 
light shines forth.   Then I hope 
that someone sees Jesus at work 
and gives glory to our heavenly 
Father for sending us his son that 
first Christmas so long ago.  

And as we wait together for His 
Coming, I wish to you and all of 
your families all the blessings of 
peace and joy and love that the 
True Light of Christ brings forth. 

In Christ,  

Pastor Paula+ 

From the Pastor – cont. 

The MAIN SPRING December 2016 
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The MAIN SPRING December 2016 

     A  Thank You to all our Christ 
Memorial family for their help and 
guidance this past year in moving 
our Church forward in its mission 
to help others, love our neighbors 
and promote Gods wishes. 
     Our Rectory is occupied by the 
lovely Dufresne family as they 
relocate from Pa. With a hurry up 
schedule we were able to have the 
Building ready for them to move in 
on time. The children are in 
school , oldest son working a new 
job, and Mother Jennifer 
interviewing.   It has been 
a pleasure having the lights on and 
youngsters playing ball and 
bicycles about the yard. 
     Our garden ladies kept the 
Church yard looking beautiful all 
summer & fall. Lawns, shrubs, 
snow and sand handled by our 

resident landscaper has been a 
great relief to us oldies. 
     Many hands have made it 
possible to offer very nice 
receptions for a special wedding 
and several memorials. It take 
many moves of furniture, books, 
chairs, tables and rug cleaning to 
make it possible. 
Our new gas furnace cut our fuel 
bill almost in half, also easy 
control, and some extra storage 
room when needed for a short 
time. 
 We are considering several 
projects for 2017 and look 
forward to your support. 
 
Jr Warden 
 
Charlie Haddock  
 

News from the Junior Warden “I can see how it might be 
possible for a man to look 
down upon the earth and be 
an atheist, but I cannot 
conceive how he could look up 
into the heavens and say 
there is no God.” 
 ----ABRAHAM LINCOLN   

 

   

 
 
 
“I think more of the place 
where I was baptized than 
the Cathedral of Rheims 
where I was crowned.  For 
the dignity of a child of God 
which was bestowed on me 
at baptism is greater than 
that of the ruler of a kingdom.  
The latter I shall lose at 
death—the other will be my  
passport to everlasting life.” 

---Louis IX 
(1214-1270), 

      
King of France and 
Saint  

 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

There are no gatherings scheduled for winter. BUT keep those knitting 
needles and crochet hooks busy. At the moment we have two prayer shawls 
ready and several more almost finished.  
A wonderful idea for a Christmas gift is a prayer cloth. The mini prayer shawl 
is a symbol of God's grace, peace and love. It reminds us of God's presence 
and that one is never alone.  Several minis have been blessed and are 
available. Contact Ginny Grenier 508 867 2396 for more information.  
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December 2016 

The MAIN SPRING December 2016 

 
 

The ECW will be making Christmas Baskets for needy families in our 
community. We are asking for donations; potato, squash, stuffing, 

cranberry sauce, canned vegetables, gravy and fruit for a wonderful 
Christmas dinner. The ECW will provide the turkeys, pies and rolls. 

You can also make a monetary donation.  
 

Also, while these children receive free breakfast and lunch while in 
school, you may also donate other food items to help the families 

while the children are out of school on Christmas Vacation. Suggested 
items include cereal, canned soups, and granola bars.  Every little bit 

helps. We will be collecting these items now through Sunday, 
December 18th. You may put your donations in the designated boxes 

in the undercroft. Thank you for your generous giving.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact                                            
Mary Hawes 508-885-6815.  

 

ECW Christmas Basket schedule: 

 Monday, December 19th at (time will be announced) in the 
Undercroft we will be unloading food items from the 
Elementary School donations and sorting.   
 

 Tuesday, December 20th at 1:00 pm in the Undercroft we will 
be preparing the Christmas baskets and making deliveries. 

 

Anyone wishing to help please come.  

Many hands make light work! 

Merry Christmas! 

 

 

BIBLE TRIVIA NIGHT 
Thanks to all who came 
out for our Second 
Annual Bible Trivia Night.  
Nebekenezer's Nerds 
were this year's winners. 
 Everyone had a great 
time and all proceeds 
went to Hearts for Heat! 

 

 

 

HOPE IS BORN 

A little child, a shining star, 

A stable rude, the door ajar. 

Yet in that place so crude, 
forlorn, 

The Hope of all the world 
born. 
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The MAIN SPRING December 2016 

Here is the letter written to the entire Episcopal Church by our Presiding Bishop, The Right 

Reverend Michael Curry, a few days after the Presidential Election of 2016.  It states very 
clearly what The Episcopal Church stands for,  and serves as a good reminder for us. 

Statement from Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 

"The Episcopal Church Welcomes You," is not just a slogan, it’s who we seek to be 
and the witness we seek to make, following the way of Jesus.” 

November 14, 2016 

Last week I shared what I pray was a 
reconciling post-election message to 
our church, reminding us that 'we will 
all live together as fellow Americans, 
as citizens.' Today I want to remind us 
that during moments of transition, 
during moments of tension, it is 
important to affirm our core identity 
and values as followers of Jesus in 
the Episcopal Anglican way. 

Jesus once declared, in the language 
of the Hebrew prophets, that God's 
"house shall be a house of prayer for 
all nations" (Mk 11:17). He invited and 
welcomed all who would follow 
saying, "come to me all who are 
weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens" (Mt. 11:28). 

We therefore assert and we believe 
that "the Episcopal Church welcomes 
you" – all of you, not as merely a 
church slogan, but as a reflection of 
what we believe Jesus teaches us 
and at the core of the movement he 
began in the first century. The 
Episcopal Church welcomes all. All of 
us! 

As the Episcopal branch of the Jesus 
Movement today, we Episcopalians 
are committed, as our Prayer Book 
teaches to honor the covenant and 
promises we made in Holy 
Baptism: To proclaim by word and 
example the Good News of God in 
Christ; To seek and serve Christ in all 
persons, loving our neighbor as 
ourselves; to strive for justice and 
peace among all people, and to 
respect the dignity of every human 
being. 

As Christians, we believe that all 
humans are created in God’s image 
and equal before God – those who 

may be rejoicing as well as those who 
may be in sorrow. 

As a Church, seeking to follow the 
way of Jesus, who taught us, "you 
shall love your neighbor as yourself," 
(Mt. 22:39) and to "do to others as you 
would have them do to you" (Mt. 
7:12), we maintain our longstanding 
commitment to support and welcome 
refugees and immigrants, and to stand 
with those who live in our midst 
without documentation.  We reaffirm 
that like all people LGBT persons are 
entitled to full civil rights and 
protection under the law. We reaffirm 
and renew the principles of inclusion 
and the protection of the civil rights of 
all persons with disabilities. We 
commit to the honor and dignity of 
women and speak out against sexual 
or gender-based violence.  We 
express solidarity with and honor the 
Indigenous Peoples of the world. We 
affirm the right to freedom of religious 
expression and vibrant presence of 
different religious communities, 
especially our Muslim sisters and 
brothers. We acknowledge our 
responsibility in stewardship of 
creation and all that God has given 
into our hands. We do so because 
God is the Creator. We are all God's 
children, created equally in God's 
image. And if we are God's children 
we are all brothers and sisters. 

"The Episcopal Church Welcomes 
You," is not just a slogan, it’s who we 
seek to be and the witness we seek to 
make, following the way of Jesus. 

  

Presiding Bishop and Primate 
Michael B. Curry 
The Episcopal Church 
 

THE WONDER OF 

CHRISTMAS 

At Christmas, shivers in the 

spine have nothing to do 

with climate.  Songs are 

sung not with the lips but 

with the heart.  And light 

comes not from utilities but 

from the heavens. 

Author unknown 

 

 

ANGELS AMONG US 

“When God wants to speak 
and deal with us, “ said Martin 
Luther, “he does not avail 
himself of an angel but of 
parents, or the pastor, or of 
our neighbor. “  Never 
underestimate how 
powerfully God can use you in 
the life of a child, a church 
member, a friend or a 
stranger. 

The Hebrew word for angel 
also means “messenger.”  
You may be specifically 
chosen to deliver to someone 
the message of God’s love or 
guidance.  Listen intently for 
what God would have you 
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Holiday Service Schedule 

 Sunday, December 11th at 4:00 pm – 
Ecumenical Advent Carol Service at St. 
Joseph’s Church 

 

 Sunday, December 18th at 9:00 am – 
Christmas Pageant  
 

 Saturday, Decmber 24th at 4:30 pm  - 
Christmas Eve Carols and Holy Communion 
 

 Sunday, December 25th at 9:00 am – 
Christmas Day Holy Communion 

 

Christ Memorial Church 
133 North Main Street 
North Brookfield, MA  01535 
 
www.christmemorialnbm.com  
 
christmemorialnb1@verizon.net 
 
508-867-2789 


