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Sermon, Proper 18, September 6, 2020, Jane A. Beebe  
 
“Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light…” (Romans 13:11-12) 
 
 

I am sure there have been thousands of sermons preached on the “armor of 

light,” what it is, and what it is meant to do. The Gospel of John is famous for 

depicting Christ as the Light of the world. (John 8:12) Followers of Christ are also 

referred to as “children of light” in Luke, John, Ephesians, and 1 Thessalonians. In 

Roman times pieces of armor were tied on to the body. It wasn’t the full armor we 

think of from tales of King Arthur’s knights. Paul tells us that armor is something 

we put on, like clothing. In Ephesians Paul describes specific items of armor: a 

“belt of truth,” a “breastplate of righteousness,” a “shield of faith,” a “helmet of 

salvation,” and whatever shoes will enable you to proclaim the gospel of peace. 

(Ephesians 6:10-18) 

The “armor of light” is a bit harder to imagine or define. What does it look 

like? What does it do? Unlike conventional armor, it does not cover up anything. 

Perhaps the armor of light is something carried on the inside. Those who live in the 

light may have as many difficulties and sorrows as anyone else. This sort of armor 

may not turn aside Shakespeare’s “slings and arrows of outrageous fortune.” Yet 

they are protected by God’s love. They have just enough light on their paths to be 
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confident taking the next step. Paradoxically the armor of light is permeable—

while still giving us strength. It allows us to accept our vulnerabilities, not simply 

cover them up. Unlike conventional armor, it is not a burden, it does not weigh us 

down. The armor of light is love itself. Paul says, “Owe no one anything, except to 

love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.” (Romans 

13:8) 

This is wonderfully liberating, albeit also challenging. Paul uses the idea of 

debt as a metaphor; for someone like me who has experienced overwhelming debt, 

it is life-giving. Jesus tells us that the “poor in spirit” are blessed. It is not always 

easy to accept what is when a sense of lack overtakes me. It is the armor of light 

that gives me a chance to choose again. Wearing the armor of light keeps us in 

proximity to this love, no matter our condition. Paul seems deeply conversant with 

human weakness, always recognizing it first in himself. He can even say, “God’s 

weakness is stronger than human strength…” and “God chose what is weak in the 

world to shame the strong…” (1 Corinthians 1:25, 27) (If anyone is in particular 

need of encouragement right now, I recommend the whole of the first chapter of 1 

Corinthians).  

I remember walking through town with a work colleague one day, probably 

on the way to lunch. Someone stopped us to ask the time. “Excuse me, do you 

know what time it is?” they said. An everyday occurrence: being asked the time; 



 3

yet I remember it took on more significance than I expected. Did I know? Was 

God trying to get my attention? Paul tells us, “You know what time it is…” His 

statement is startling, yet hopeful: “The day is near.” While it still appears to be 

night, it is difficult to believe the dawn is so close.  

How wonderful to have Paul’s comforting (and challenging) exhortation that 

“now is the time.” As someone who was blinded and then able to see, he, perhaps 

more than anyone, is able to detect the dawn. It is the nature of Light to reveal its 

own presence. Every sunrise can remind us of the sunrise of the resurrection. I 

think of a lovely verse from the hymn “Not Here for High and Holy Things”: 

Awake, awake to love and work! 
The lark is in the sky, 
the fields are wet with diamond dew, 
the worlds awake to cry 
their blessings on the Lord of life, 
as he goes meekly by. 

 

What is this moment when we wake from sleep? Surely one of them is when 

we are baptized into a new life in Christ. (Lidia was a bit sleepy the afternoon she 

was baptized, yet still awake. You can see her eyes are wide open, taking it all in). 

One of my favorite moments in the Easter Vigil is the asperges, or the sprinkling of 

holy water on the congregation. In the monastic tradition it is done each night 

during Compline. It is a wake-up moment, a reminder of our own baptism: 

refreshing, restorative. Yet it is the lighting of the new Paschal candle that takes 

my breath away. Those of you who watched our corridor’s celebration of the Vigil 
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may remember The Rev. Dave Woessner’s lighting of the new fire. It is that flame 

that reminds us of the first light of creation. 

It is our tradition to give a person newly-baptized a candle. The Light of 

Christ is made real and visible—even if only for a moment when there is a strong 

breeze! Some families may light it again on the anniversary of a child’s baptism. 

Maybe we could think of it as the promise that Lidia will now carry the armor of 

light with her. The eldest child of one of my close friends is named Chandler. The 

origin of this name comes from the occupation of chandler: a person who is a 

maker or seller of candles. When she went off to college I found a small banner for 

her to hang in her dorm room. It is said, “A candle is not diminished by giving 

another candle light.”  

Chandler is well-named. Perhaps because she has three younger siblings, 

Chandler has a gift for friendship, especially for inspiring it in groups of kids, and 

for creating community. As a middle-school-aged child she traveled with her 

mother to Haiti to participate in a medical mission. Chandler excelled at organizing 

groups putting together bio-sand filters to help provide clean water, and guard 

against the spread of cholera. She made the task fun. Light (and love) increase 

when it is shared. Maybe this is one of the meanings of Jesus’ promise that, 

“…Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

(Matthew 18:20) This is why we welcome the newly baptized as a community. 
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“There will be no more night. [The servants of God] will not need the light of a 
lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will 
reign for ever and ever.” (Revelation 22:5) 

 


