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The season of Advent has begun, and we are filled with 
hopeful anticipation. We seek patience as we wait for the 
coming of the Christ; we shop for just the right gifts for our loved 
ones; we plan gatherings of celebration and remembrance with 
family and friends. As we move through this busy season, with 
all of its distractions and stress, how can we keep our hearts 
focused on a loving response to God’s incredible gift of Love? 
Look beyond the waiting, the gifts, the gatherings, the 
distractions, and the stress. Look forward to the gifts that will be 
offered from wisdom and power to the tiny baby who would grow 
to change the world—gifts of gold, myrrh, and frankincense; gifts 
of treasure, comfort, and sweetness. As we shop, as we plan, as 
we wait, and as we gather let us look forward and consider the 
gifts we have to offer the tiny baby.

A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the 

desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and 
every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 

become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the 
LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the 

mouth of the LORD has spoken.” (Isaiah 40:3-5) 

Don Horner
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December 7th - Mark 1: 1-8  God sends his messenger, John, the 
Baptist, to proclaim the coming of the Messiah.

December 14th - John 1: 6-8, 19-28  Continues the story of John the 
Baptist. People question who he is and what his mission is.

December 21st - Luke 1: 26-38  This passage tells the story of the 
angel, Gabriel, visits Mary and tells her about the birth of the 
Savior. Mary responds with humility and faith.

December 28th - Luke 2: 22-40  This passage tells the story of 
Jesus being presented at the temple. Simeon, a man of God, had 
been promised by God that he would see the Savior before he died.

Bible Study
by Nancy Rogers
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Syng We Now of Christmas!

Friday, December 5,  7:30 pm
Eastside Community Lutheran Church

1212 North Earl Street
Saint Paul, MN 55106

Admission:
$15 Adults,  $12 Students & Seniors. Tickets available online or at 
the door.  www.theelizabethansyngers.com

Elizabethan Syngers Holiday Program

Masters in this Hall! The Elizabethan Syngers are ready to 
bring you some holiday cheer! Join us on December 5 for an 

evening of carols and Renaissance Christmas music from 
England, France, Germany, and Spain. Revel in the best 
music of the season and sing along with the choir as you 
discover new favorites! Cookies and refreshments will be 

served at following the performance. Don't miss this exciting 
event!

http://www.theelizabethansyngers.com


Join us for a Family Fun Event on December 13th. We will 
meet at the church around noon. We will go to a lot where we 
can park and ride the light rail to Macy’s. We can gather at 
the Santaland display around 1:00pm. Then we will head back
to the church for a pizza lunch and cookie baking with the kids. 
The cookies will be for the fellowship hour after the Childrens
Program. 

For nearly 50 years, families have stood in line each holiday season, waiting in anticipation for a tradition that delights 
both children and adults alike – what Minnesotans call the Macy’s 8th floor holiday display.

Since 1963, Macy’s 8th Floor Auditorium holiday display has enchanted visitors of all ages. The animated display is 
like a giant New York City department store window display, allowing visitors to walk through elaborately decorated scenes 
with every twist and turn. 

Now known as Macy’s Santaland, the annual “A Day in the Life of an Elf” animated theme is the story of how Santa’s 
elves prepare for the holiday season. Visitors walk through the elves’ bunk room, kitchen, a school, a toy factory and Santa’s 
mailroom, as the elves prepare for Santa’s big night.

Macy’s 8th Floor Auditorium is located in the downtown Minneapolis store at 7th Street and Nicollet Mall. Macy's 
Santaland 8th Floor holiday display is free and open daily during store hours mid-November through mid-December.
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Join us for both activities or just one! 
We would like volunteers to make up a batch of your 

favorite dough and bring it ready to bake. If you need help 
picking a recipe you can find a few in the fellowship hall 

near the information board. Please bring everything 
needed to make your cookie including decorations and 

baking sheets. See Paula or Jenny for more info.

Sign up for this activity at the information board

Macy's 8th Floor Holiday 
Display & Cookie Baking

Metro Tansit Free ride pass click here to download and print https:
//www.metrotransit.org/take-metro-transit-to-holidazzle-village

https://www.metrotransit.org/take-metro-transit-to-holidazzle-village
https://www.metrotransit.org/take-metro-transit-to-holidazzle-village
https://www.metrotransit.org/take-metro-transit-to-holidazzle-village
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Sunday School Christmas 
Program

Sunday December 21, 2014
10:00 AM Worship!

The Sunday School Christmas Program will be held during morning 
worship, on December 21st. Please come out, and invite your friends 
and family, as our youth make a joyful noise unto the Lord this 
Christmas season. Join us for Christmas cookies that children have 
made especially for you after the service in the fellowship hall.

“THIS IS MY FATHERS WORLD”
Christmas Choir worship
SUNDAY ON DECEMBER 14TH  

at 10:00 AM

Invite your friends & family to this 
festive Christmas Worship

FESTIVE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
SERVICES

Christmas Eve   6:00 PM Candlelight Service
Christmas Day  10:00 AM Worship



                                                                                                   Toys for Tots began in 1947, when Major Bill Hendricks, USMCR and a group of Marine Reservists in Los Angeles collected                                                
and distributed 5,000 toys to needy children. The idea came from Bill’s wife, Diane. In the fall of 1947, Diane crafted a homemade doll and asked Bill to deliver the doll to an organization,       which 
would give it to a needy child at Christmas. When Bill determined that no agency existed, Diane told Bill that he should start one and he did. The 1947 pilot project was so successful that the 
Marine Corps adopted Toys for Tots in 1948 and expanded it into a nationwide campaign. That year, Marine Corps Reserve units across the nation conducted Toys for Tots campaigns in each 
community in which a Marine Reserve Center was located. Marines have conducted successful nationwide campaigns at Christmas each year since 1948. The initial objective that remains the 
hallmark of the program today is to “bring the joy of Christmas to America’s needy children”. Bill Hendricks, a Marine Reservist on weekends, was in civilian life, the Director of Public Relations for 
Warner Brothers Studio. This enabled him to convince a vast array of celebrities to support Toys for Tots. In 1948, Walt Disney designed the Toys for Tots logo, which we use today. First Lady 
Michele Obama has been Toys for Tots number one supporter and volunteer since 2009 through mass media events, by conducting toy drives in the White House, and by volunteering to assist 
with the sorting of toys at local campaign warehouse sites in the Washington DC area.

In 2012, the Twin Cities Toys for Tots campaign distributed over 186,000 toys, books and stocking stuffers to over 126,000 children in the community, resulting in the 6th highest distribution in the 
nation. The campaign would not have been a success without the community volunteers that donated their time, services or goods to help support the Toys For Tots local campaign.
If you would like to donate to Toys for Tots you can drop off toys you can drop off toys at these following locations up until Dec 21, 2014:

● Toys ‘R Us
● US Bank
● Kinder Care
● Blast Fitness  2167 Old Hudson Rd, St Paul, MN, 55119 (In Sunray shopping center)
● Sentinel Property Management Corp.   445 Minnesota Street, St Paul, MN 55101 (Town Square

Please Remember the older children they are so often forgotten about. Gift suggestions for the older kids include CD’s,

 movies, video games, and gift cards.

www.toysfortots.com
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Donate money to the Toys for Tots 
Foundation from the comfort of your home. 
Our secure online donation is a simple one-
step process to giving this season. Donate 
now >

Submitted by Jenny Weber

http://www.toysfortots.com/
http://www.toysfortots.com/
http://web.charityengine.net/Default.aspx?tsid=1320&loc=minneapolis-mn
http://web.charityengine.net/Default.aspx?tsid=1320&loc=minneapolis-mn
http://web.charityengine.net/Default.aspx?tsid=1320&loc=minneapolis-mn
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Meet A Member 
Josh Revier and his 

family live in St.Paul. He 
currently holds a Bachelor's 
degree in Business 
Administration and is currently 
employed at U.S. Bank as an 
Operations Supervisor for the 
Institutional Trust and Custody 
business line. Josh’s is married 
to Melanie Revier and currently 
they have two daughters, Lily 
(age 4) and Julia (age 5 
months). They came to ECLC 
through Carly Horner. “I enjoyed 
the music selection of the 
service and the rest is history.” 
Josh is currently involved with 
the choir and the Praise and 
Worship musicians. He has been 
a drummer for 26 years. Of 
those 26 years he has written 
and performed original music for 
16 years. Josh is an avid walleye 
fisherman and believes there are 
only 2 seasons: boating season 
and hard water season.

Josh 
Revier
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CIUDAD DE LOS NINOS MISSION PROJECT
(Ciudad de Los Niños means: City of Children)

Ciudad de Los Niños is an orphanage located in the heart of Mazatlán Mexico. It is a unique orphanage in the fact that the approximately 30 children who live 
there will never be adopted. This orphanage will be their home for as long as they need. There are children as young as 2 years old and young adults who have 
called the Ciudad de Los Niños their home for their entire lives.

The orphanage is run and maintained by a small group of Catholic Sisters led by Madre Morales.  She is a wonderful woman who has dedicated her entire life 
to the ministry of the Ciudad de Los Niños.

The Church Council has approved our involvement with the Ciudad de Los Niños and has authorized the development of plans for mission projects to support 
the orphanage.

CURRENT PLANS

1. Encourage our Sunday School Children to make Christmas Cards for each of the children.  Each card will include a picture of our Sunday School 
children and a small monetary gift to each child.

2. A mission trip to the Orphanage in February 2015 to work on some building repairs needed in some of the sleeping areas.
WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP?

1. Provide monetary support for the Christmas Cards to each child.
2. Consider traveling to Mazatlán in February to help with the work project.
3. Donate airline points to be used to help cover travel costs.
4. Sponsor a specific child.
5. Think of others outside our congregation who may want to participate.

SUNDAY DECEMBER 7TH

During the announcements, prior to worship on Sunday December 7th,
Pastor Don will provide a brief information talk concerning the 

opportunities and plans for our support of the Ciudad de Los Niños.
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Fun Holiday Activities for the Whole Family
Holiday Lights in the Park (Lake Phalen, St. Paul): 11/25 – 1/1| 5:30-10pm MNl argest drive-through lights 
display around Lake Phalen. $10 per vehicle.
Holidazzle Village: 11/28 – 12/24 | Holidazzle Village, located on Nicollet Mall, is free to the public.
Rice Park Tree Lighting (St. Paul):  November 29th | 4-6pm  Rice Park captures the spirit of the holiday season .
Macy’s Downtown Santaland Display: Opens 11/22 at 10am | Hours vary. Santa Claus will make his appearance 11/22- 12/24. Guests meet 
Santa and will experience the animated story of Santa’s elves as they prepare for Christmas. FREE
Rice Park Winter Skate: 11/29| Rice Park, the park is draped with twinkling lights. M – W: 11 – 5pm, Th – Sat: 11– 10pm, Sun: 11 – 9pm  FREE
Night Trains at Twin Cities Railroad Museum (Bandana Square – St. Paul): Saturdays beginning 11/29 | 6-9pm Night Trains Season comes to 
the dozens of model railroad layouts. $10 for individuals, 4 and under FREE
Grand Meander (Grand Avenue St. Paul): 12/6  Breakfast with Santa and meet one of his reindeer.  Fire truck rides will be available between 
10am and 11am. Soup tasting from 12-3pm,  Plus, free trolley Rides from 11am-3pm and more!
Santa Saturdays at the Minnesota Zoo: December 6th – 20th | 11:30am-1:30pm  Saturday, December 6, 13, and 20 and meet Santa. 
Sunken Gardens Holiday Flower Show (Como Zoo & Conservatory): December 6th – January 4th The Holiday Flower Show tradition.
CP Holiday Train (various Twin Cities locations): December 9th – December 13th  The CP Holiday Train is on tour and has a few Twin Cities 
stops – see their schedule.  The train is all decked out and is a traveling concert stage all in the name of collecting food for those in need.
Santa’s Workshop (Landmark Center, St. Paul):  12/14| 1– 3pm  Landmark, visit “Santa’s Workshop.” Free pictures with Santa, “Make It & Take It” craft tables.

How the Grinch Stole Christmas (Children’s Theater Company): 11/11 – 1/4 | Times vary  The Dr. Seuss Classic comes to life. n of Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, an annual favorite at the Guthrie that impresses every year!
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever (Steppingstone Theater): 11/30 – 12/23 | times vary  Revel in the yuletide chaos. 

For a complet list visit http://citymomsblog.com/twincities/2014-twin-cities-holiday-events-guide/

http://saintpaulpolicefoundation.com/holiday-lights/
http://saintpaulpolicefoundation.com/holiday-lights/
http://www.holidazzle.com/
http://www.holidazzle.com/
http://www.wellsfargowinterskate.com/rice-park-info/
http://www.wellsfargowinterskate.com/rice-park-info/
http://social.macys.com/believe/?cm_mmc=VanityUrl-_-holidayevents-_-n-_-n#events/8312
http://www.wellsfargowinterskate.com/
http://www.wellsfargowinterskate.com/
http://www.tcmrm.org/visit/exhibits-events/night-trains/
https://www.grandave.com/events/grand-meander
http://mnzoo.org/events/santa-saturdays-3/
http://mnzoo.org/events/santa-saturdays-3/
http://www.comozooconservatory.org/attractions/gardens/sunken-gardens/#/garden-species
http://www.comozooconservatory.org/attractions/gardens/sunken-gardens/#/garden-species
http://www.cpr.ca/en/community/holiday-train
http://www.cpr.ca/en/community/holiday-train/schedule
http://www.landmarkcenter.org/programs/sundays.htm
http://www.landmarkcenter.org/programs/sundays.htm
http://www.childrenstheatre.org/plays/2014-2015-season/dr-seuss-how-the-grinch-stole-christmas
http://www.steppingstonetheatre.org/shows/detail/the-best-christmas-pageant-ever/
http://www.steppingstonetheatre.org/shows/detail/the-best-christmas-pageant-ever/
http://citymomsblog.com/twincities/2014-twin-cities-holiday-events-guide/


Kitchen Tips
by Barbara Prokosch
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Faith is an act of rational choice 
which determines us to act as if 
certain things were true and in 
the confident expectation that they 
will prove to be true.

by William R. Inge

Did you Know?
Before ovens had the ther-

mostats, a cook making a cake
would bake a tink one asa test 
to check the oven temperature. 
These trial cakes evolved into 
what we call cookies. The word 
cookie comes from the Dutch word for cake - Koekje.

As a child I remember my mother baking one 
cookie to test the oven temperature before she baked 
the rest of the cookies. We had a woodburning stove in 
the kitchen.

Submitted by Shirley Senkler



Living Each Day As A Steward!
         Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

Sunday November 23rd was Commitment Sunday.  We have 
been focusing on the theme of “living each day as a steward”.  The 
purpose of this theme has been to encourage us to think of our 
stewardship as much more than just “how much money” we give to 
the ministry of our congregation. But rather, to see each day of our 
lives as a precious gift from God, and by “living each day as a 
steward” – become more generous with all that we have to 
give…our time; our money; and our abilities to serve.

In other words, stewardship, is not limited to how much money we 
need raise in order to make our budget; but has more to do with 
how we live our lives in response …to God’s overwhelming grace 
and love for each of us.

May God’s Spirit help us grow in our desire to give more of 
ourselves…         not only on this Commitment Sunday, but each 
and every day of our lives.

Living Each Day As A Steward!                     

Pastor Don
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Dear Members of the Eastside Community Lutheran Church,

The Church Council will soon begin the process of developing a budget for 
our congregation which will be presented at our Annual Meeting in January 
2015.

In order to develop a responsible budget, we need to have accurate 
information in terms of anticipated income from the tithes and offerings of 
all our members.

Please bring your commitment forms to worship this Sunday, November 23, 
2014.  If you are not able to be at worship this week, please bring it as soon 
as possible and place it in the offering plate during worship. You may also 
mail it to the church office.

We are blessed that we have been able to pay all our bills and financial 
obligations during the past year.  Although we have been able to pay all our 
financial obligations, we are running slightly behind on our 2014 pledged 
income and have had to use some of our reserve funds.

In order for us to maintain our financial standing for the next year, we are 
asking all members to please increase their pledge as the Lord leads.

Thank you,

The Church Council



Information

Resources:
http://www.ymcatwincities.org/blog/2014/10/30/662/10_tips_for_smart_holiday_eating
http://www.uniquelyminnesota.com/activities/macys-8th-floor-display-minneapolis-mn.htm
http://www.whychristmas.com/story/the_christmas_story.pdf
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eNewsletter Staff

Project Manager: Paula Staffa
Graphic Designer: Paula Staffa

Writers: Jen Weber, Paula Staffa, 
Ray Staffa, Barb Prokosch, 

Nancy Rogers
Editing: Shirley Senkler

Photographer: Raymond Staffa 
Jr. (In training)

December Birthdays !
12/25 Jesus

12/31 James Boy

Upcoming Dates
12/6 Tree Decorating 9:30am
12/ 9 Council Meeting 6:30pm
12/13 Family Fun Event 4pm
12/14 Choir Christmas Service 10am
12/21 Kids Christmas Service 10am
12/24 Christmas Eve Service 6pm
12/25 Christmas Morning Service 10am
12/31 New Years Eve - Drive Safe!

Please come and help decorate our 
Church Christmas Trees, this coming 
Saturday, December 6th at 9:30 AM.

http://www.ymcatwincities.org/blog/2014/10/30/662/10_tips_for_smart_holiday_eating
http://www.ymcatwincities.org/blog/2014/10/30/662/10_tips_for_smart_holiday_eating
http://www.uniquelyminnesota.com/activities/macys-8th-floor-display-minneapolis-mn.htm
http://www.uniquelyminnesota.com/activities/macys-8th-floor-display-minneapolis-mn.htm
http://www.whychristmas.com/story/the_christmas_story.pdf
http://www.whychristmas.com/story/the_christmas_story.pdf

