
Greetings in the name of our Lord,                                                                                                     June 2, 2020 
On Sunday, June 7, 2020, Immanuel Lutheran Church will be opening for services in the sanctuary at 8:00 
a.m. and10:45 a.m.; and, a 5:00 p.m. outdoor service.  These services are compliant with the California 
Department of Public Health’s (CA DPH) announcement that places of worship can reopen.   

 The CA DPH has issued the following COVID-19 recommendations for places of      
          worship: 
 

1. Limit the number of attendees to 25% of the sanctuary’s seating capacity or 100 attendees, whichever 
number is lower. Because of the need to maintain social distancing, people will not necessarily sit 
where they would normally prefer. 
 

2. Have and implement a COVID-19 Prevention Plan. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church will use the CDC COVID-19 Guidelines for Community, Faith-based 
Organizations.  The link to this web pages is                                                                                            
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/faith-
based.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-
ncov%2Fcommunity%2Forganizations%2Fguidance-community-faith-organizations.html. 

 
     3.Train staff and volunteers according to the COVID-19 Prevention Plan. 

All church staff and volunteers will be asked to read and familiarize themselves with the CDC 
COVID-19 Guidelines for Community, Faith-based Organizations before Sunday, May 31, 2020, 
scheduled services. 
 

     4.  Implement cleaning and disinfection protocols.                                                                                           
             The cleaning and disinfection of the church’s sanctuary will be compliant with the   
             CDC’s guidelines.   

             The restrooms will be closed to all attendees. (Anyone with an emergency should         
       see the Elder on duty) 
 
5. Set and maintain social distancing. 

We ask that all attendees observe and adhere to the CDC’s guideline of keeping 6 feet of “social 
distance” between themselves and other attendees who are not part of their family or group with 
whom they are attending the service.   
All attendees will be directed to enter the sanctuary using the Pine Street (“Bell Tower”) or the 
parish hall entrance (at the back of Immanuel’s parking lot).  Upon entering, people’s temperature 
will be taken with a device pointed at their foreheads that will be about an inch away from actual 
contact with anyone’s skin. All attendees should directly proceed to a pew. The pew areas will be 
marked, and attendees should sit only in those marked areas. Avoid visiting other attendees in the 
pews around you.                                                                                                                                     
Updated church member directories are available with the phone numbers of those who have 
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allowed their phone numbers to be included. Please visit via the phone until we have passed 
through the current health risk crisis. We all look forward to the day that there is a return to days of 
greater normalcy. The Narthex and the members’ mailboxes will be closed off to everyone. An 
offering plate will be located near the entrances and exits for offerings or notes.  

6. Recommend face coverings and temperature screenings. 
In order to be compliant with the CA DPH’s guidelines, we are highly recommending face 
coverings for all services.  It should be noted that while the CA DPH recommends face coverings, 
and the Elders want all attendees to feel assured that they can attend worship with the highest level 
of precaution to protect our church family. Those not wearing a facemask will be subject to being 
seated away from other worshippers.                                                                                           

All attendees will have their body temperature checked prior to entering the sanctuary or outdoor 
worship area.  Per CDC COVID-19 guidelines, any attendee with a body temperature of 100.4 
degrees Fahrenheit or 38 degrees Celsius will be asked to leave the church property for the safety 
of everyone. 

In addition, all attendees will be asked the following questions: 

• Do you feel well today? 

If the person answers with a negative response, the individual will be asked to leave the church 
property for the safety of everyone. 

• Do you have any cold-like symptoms? (Runny nose, cough, fever, sore throat, rash, diarrhea, 
or vomiting).   

If the person answers with a positive response, the individual will be asked to leave the church 
property for the safety of everyone. 

• Do you live with someone who is positive for COVID-19 or is awaiting the results of a 
COVID-19 test because of symptoms or illness?  If so, the person will be asked to leave the 
church property for the safety of everyone. 
 

7. Reduce or eliminate group meetings. 
Pastor Dargatz, Pastor Ring, and the Board of Elders are asking everyone to avoid congregating, 
visiting, and lingering before and after all church services. At the conclusion of the worship service 
people will be dismissed row by row in a manner that some have experienced at some weddings in 
church. 

 

 

 



In addition to these recommendations, Pastor Dargatz, Pastor Ring, and the Board of Elders ask all attendees 
to please:   

• Avoid the shaking of hands or hugging.  
• If you are feeling sick, or have other personal reservations, you should stay at home. 
• If you are “at higher risk for severe illness,” you should stay at home. 

We all want to move back into the sanctuary quickly and resume our normal Church worship.  We all want to 
proceed with the highest level of safety, due diligence, and compliance with all city, county, state, and federal 
laws. We cannot do this without everyone’s cooperation and understanding.  These are difficult times and we 
need each other to get through this test. 
While Pastor Dargatz, Pastor Ring, the Elders, and the volunteers will do their best to keep everyone safe, we 
ask that you do your part in following the guidelines that have been set forth. If you fail to do so you may be 
ask not to come back until you are willing to follow the guidelines. 
 
Since we can only operate at 25 % of our church’s seating capacity. You will need to call the church 
office and reserve which service you would like to attend. If your chosen service is not available (due to 
the fact that we have reached capacity) then you will be asked if you would like to reserve space in 
another service.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 


