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New Offering Envelope Process Coming This Fall 
 

As we continue to grow into our future under the leadership of Pastor Lyle, we are striving to make changes 
that will be a benefit to Living Waters. One change from the standpoint of stewardship and finances, is to 
switch from the monthly mailing of offering envelopes to the practice of ordering a box of envelopes con-
taining a one year supply for each member and associate member. Also the green envelopes will no longer 
be included. They were for gifts toward the mortgage and it has been paid off. The boxed envelopes will ar-
rive and be available for pick-up at the church in November of each year. 
 

The distribution of the boxed envelopes will only be to regular members and associate members. This will 
be a one year supply beginning in 2019. To assure this change goes smoothly, we have been updating our 
parish register and related envelope number lists to clear up any possible errors or omissions. That has re-
quired contact by mail with many of you who are currently receiving envelopes to inform you of changes to 
your individual status to make certain you are properly recorded in the parish register and will continue to 
receive envelopes. As of this time, we have completed that process so all should be ready for the new enve-
lope distribution process this November. If you arrive later, the boxes will be in the office or may be mailed 
in special cases. 
 

As always, if you have questions about this process you can contact the office via email or phone and we 
will get back to you promptly. 
 

Once again, thank you for your continued support of Living Waters as we move together into our future. 
 

Stewardship and Financial Secretary 

FALL EVENTS AT LIVING WATERS 
The Fellowship committee has planned two events for the Fall.   

 

Saturday, OCTOBER 20      
4 p.m. 

 

Harvest Fest and Game Day 

 

Saturday, NOVEMBER 3     6 p.m. 
Annual Chili Cook Off 

 

For those who feel you make the “Best Chili  
Ever!,” please sign up for our competition. A signup 

sheet will be available on Sunday, Oct. 14. 
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 From the Pastor       

Greetings Sisters and Brothers! 
 

In the Bible, (in the Gospel of Luke), we read the story of Jesus and his disciples who 
are surrounded by thousands of people who are listening to Jesus preach and teach. 
A lot of these folks had been facing difficulties just like we do in our lives. Life was 
no picnic for them. They were weighed down by the challenges of life, just like you 
and me. 
 

And then Jesus decided that all of these thousands of people around him would join him and his disciples for 
a picnic. And the disciples were baffled about how in the world all of these people would be fed. And then, 
don’t you know it, a little boy appears with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish. And we all know the rest of the sto-
ry, don’t we? 
 

Jesus took the bread and the fish and he BLESSED it, and every person around them sat down in the grass 
and ate bread and fish until they were all satisfied. 
 

This is a story in the Bible, but it’s also OUR story, as well, here at Living Waters Lutheran. Throughout the 
many years of the life of our church, we have faced many difficulties and wondered how they might be over-
come. And the Lord took whatever gifts we had to offer, and blessed them, and helped our church to be fed 
and nourished and strengthened. The Lord FILLED US UP again, and again, and again. The Holy Spirit called 
and equipped new persons (with bread and with fish), and brought them to join our church family, so that 
we could be fed and nourished and be given new energy and vision for the future of our church. 
 

This month you will be hearing about another fun fellowship event planned for our church family. We are 
going to enjoy our first annual Harvest Celebration. It will be a special day for us to reflect upon the many 
ways that our Lord God has FILLED US UP; has fed us, and blessed us, and helped us to grow, and to share 
the Good News of Jesus Christ with those outside the walls of our church. 
 

Yes, we will celebrate together how our Lord God enables us to bring our scarce provisions to Jesus and to 
allow Him to do His work in our personal lives and in the life of our church. 
 

I know the Fellowship team is still putting it all together, but our church will provide the entrée for our meal; 
probably burgers and hot dogs and maybe corn on the cob and watermelon. And then each household will 
bring a side dish to add to those foods. You can bring some bread and fish if you wish! And I guarantee you, 
you will be fed until you are satisfied. And we will have games for children of all ages! It will be fun!! Lots of 
fun! And when you finally go home for the day, I will just bet you will be thankful for the gift of our church, 
and for the many, many ways that our Lord God has blessed our church family. 
 

I guarantee that just like the crowds of people in that story in the Bible who had the picnic with Jesus, YOU 
won’t go away the same as you came. You will be fed and nourished in 
a unique way!  And then I pray that you will be thinking, “how might I 
give back to others the same blessing that I have received today?”  
We are blessed to be a blessing to others! 
 

So, come and celebrate and give thanks for the harvest of blessings 
that we have all received from our gracious and loving God! 
 

I’ll see you around town!                                  Pastor Lyle 



3 

 

WHAT IS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER? 
 

The ELCA recognizes the categories of MEMBER and ASSOCIATE MEMBER. The difference is the ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS have all the aspects of membership except voting privileges and are not eligible for elected offic-
es. Associate Members hold membership in other Lutheran congregations and wish to retain membership 
in those congregations but desire to participate in the life and mission of this congregation.  
 

This was taken from Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Records Management on line. 
 

Jane B. Fundyga, Financial Secretary / Member Care 

The Choir Wants You! 
 

So you might be thinking, “I like to 
sing but I can’t read music”…or 
“There are some pretty great sing-
ers in the choir and I am not that 
good” or any other things that come to mind.  
 

If you have an inkling about joining the choir, 
please do so. If it doesn’t work, that’s ok. But we 
need more voices – sopranos, altos, tenors and 
bases and especially male voices. How about giv-
ing it a try? We can help you succeed. 
 

Join us beginning Thursday, October 18 ,at 5 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary. We work hard during rehearsal 
and have a good time along the way. Hope to see 
you. 
 

If you have questions, please see Judy Johnson or 
email j3john@comcast.com with questions. 

 

This beautiful framed painting of the 
Last Supper was recently donated to 

the church 
 

In Loving Memory of 
 

Anna and John H. Lutsch 
 

(Mom and Dad) 
 

By  
 

John P. Lutsch 

mailto:j3john@comcast.com
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ASHLEY MOCK, Peace Corps Volunteer 
NEWS FROM MALAWI 

 

By Patty Mock, Ashley’s mom 
 

Ashley has now finished her training and received 
her Certificate.  Her town had a ceremony and a big 
celebration. Ashley is now at her permanent site in 
the District of Salima which is very close to Lake Ma-
lawi.  She has a new host family, but lives by herself 
in a clay house. Everyone there is considered a sister 
and brother. She keeps busy teaching how to pre-
treat and sow seeds. When she is not working, she 
has a steady flow of people stopping by her house 
and visiting.  Her brother next door ran an electric 

line to her house so she can use a hot plate, other-
wise she would be cooking all her meals over a fire.  
 

She thinks her brothers and sisters keep her extra 
busy so she doesn't have time to get homesick. She 
has gone to a couple different churches with her 
brothers and sisters. All her brothers and sisters are 
always watching over her; some walk with her to her 

site and others have reminded her to eat because 
she's so busy they're afraid she'll forget. 
 

Malawi  is a landlocked country in southeast Africa. 
It is bordered by Zambia to the NW, Tanzania to the 
NE, and Mozambique on the east, south and west. 

NOTE FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT GAYLE BACKIEL: 
 

As I write this (on Sept. 16), my heart is with those near the Carolina shore where it is still raining heavily 
on the saturated coast. We pray for those who are in danger and those who will suffer great loss because 
of Florence. Rick and I have spent the summer months in North Carolina, thankfully far west of the worst 
of the storm. 
 

The summer is drawing to a close. Soon Florida's 'season' will begin. We welcome all the snowbirds back 
to sunny Florida and Living Waters Lutheran Church. 
 

With the return of the season, the sleepy little towns of Florida will wake up and Living Waters will also 
begin to become more active. Soon small groups will begin to meet for Bible study, or quilting, or knitting 
and crocheting, or prayer, or fellowship. In November some of the women will go to Lake Yale for a week-
end of worship fellowship, workshops and fun. 
 

November is also a time at Living Waters to think about your time, treasure and talents and how you can 
share the gifts God has given you. Elections are coming in November. Please prayerfully consider running 
for the church council and how God can use your talents in the leadership of Living Waters Lutheran 
Church. 
 

We will see you soon, Gayle Backiel, Council President 
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 Living Waters Lutheran Church & Preschool — October 2018  

Upcoming Dates to Note: 
 
Thursday, Oct. 4—Community Dinner 

Thursday, Oct. 18, 5 p.m.—Choir begins  

Saturday, Oct. 20, 4 p.m. - Harvest Fest and Game Night 

Saturday, Nov. 3, 6 p.m.—First Annual Chili Cook Off 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Council 
Reports Due 

Worship & 
Music Cmte. 
Meets 

10:00 AM 

2 3 
 

Preschool 
Chapel 

10:20 PM 

4 

Community 
Dinner 

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Bread & Pastry 
Ministry 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

5 

AA Meeting 
8:00 PM 

6 

7 

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

8 

Preschool 
Board of Di-
rectors 

5:30 PM 

9 

Girl Scout 
Meeting 

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM 

10 
 

Preschool 
Chapel 

10:20 PM 

11 

Bread & Pastry 
Ministry 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

NWPCCA 
7:00 PM 

12 

AA Meeting 
8:00 PM 

13 

14 

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

15 

Church 
Council Meet-
ing 

1:00 PM 

16 17 

Preschool 
Chapel 

10:20 PM 

18 

Community 
Dinner 

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Bread & Pastry 
Ministry 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

Choir Practice 
5:00 PM 

19 

AA Meeting 
8:00 PM 

20 

Harvest Fest 
& Game Day 

4:00 PM 

21 

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

22 23 

Girl Scout 
Meeting 

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM 

24 
 

Preschool 
Chapel 

10:20 PM 

25 

Bread & Pastry 
Ministry 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

Choir Practice 
5:00 PM 

26 

AA Meeting 
8:00 PM 

27 

28 

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

29 30 31 
 

Preschool 
Chapel 

10:20 PM 

    

Our church offers many opportunities for each of us to express our talents. Maybe you have 
skills and talents and a calling to volunteer in one of the following areas:  

 
 Community Meals 
 Ushering 
 Tool Box Crew 
 Sunday Coffee Fellowship 

 Counters 
 Altar Care  
 Choir 
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T h e  M e s s e n g e r  is  published monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church with printed copies distributed the 
last Sunday of each month.  Copies are also available at: www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via email distribution. 
 

To have information included in the newsletter, please write your content and send it to Barb Cartwright, editor and 
publisher: anchorstitch@aol.com or phone 941-743-4770. Articles must be submitted by the 21st of each month. Arti-
cles  may be edited. 

Physical Address 
Living Waters Lutheran Church  
  and Preschool 
   12475 Chancellor Blvd, 
   Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
 

Mailing Address 
   PO Box 8064, North Port, FL 34290 
 

941-625-8090   
www.livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Church Office: Kris Dines 
   kris@livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Pastor Lyle Truitt: 
   plylet65@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-Noon, Mon-
Thurs. 

 

 If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please 
email Pastor Truitt at plylet65@gmail.com or call 941-625-8090.  

Happy Birthday  
Surprise someone on the list by sending a birthday greeting. 

Oct. 2 Bill Steen 
Oct. 7 Rhonda Felicita 
Oct. 8 Dorothy Veselka 
Oct. 9 Carolann Cortese 
  Joseph Simas 
Oct. 13 Carol Piltz 
Oct. 15 Leanne Wade 

Oct. 19 James Chitwood 
Oct. 20 Madeline Houser 
  Jeff Yates 
Oct. 23 Travis Buck 
  Susan Kasakowski 
Oct. 25 Clarence Veselka 

 

Council Members: 
Gayle Backiel, President/ 
                        Small Groups 
   941-769-0882 
   rbackiel@verizon.net 
 

Rick Backiel, Co-chair Property 
                        Maintenance 
   941-769-3903 
   rbackiel@verizon.net 
 

Joanne Carlock, Vice Pres/ 
                     Fellowship 
   941-426-5434 
   jcarlock99@yahoo.com 
 

Jane Fundyga, Financial Sec/ 
                        Member Care 
   941-240-6406 
   jfundyga@gmail.com 

    
Gary Hiltz, Stewardship &  
       Co-chair Property Maint. 
   781-985-1020 
   hiltz.gary@gmail.com 
 

Larry Nelson, At Large/Ushers 
   941-979-5966 
   larrypnelson9805@gmail.com 
 

Mike Poe, Treasurer 
   941-426-3843 
   mddlpoe@hotmail.com 
 

Kim Vaughan, Secretary/ 
                      Worship Liaison 
   443-277-6306 
   Notmuchafraid 
               @hotmail.com 


