
  

 

  The Messenger   
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                   Living Waters Lutheran Church and Preschool 

God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause His face to shine upon us.  
Psalm 67:1 

FELLOWSHIP NEWS 
By Karen Hoeppner 

 

We had our first Fellowship Event in over a year 
and it was a great success! 
 

First of all, thank you to everyone that came and 
brought so much delicious food. We had quite a 
variety of crockpots and salad, desserts and rolls. 
 

Also a big thank you to all who helped set up and 
clean up.  Many hands make light work! 
 

Now, on to our next event! 
 

Harvest Fest 
On Saturday, October 16 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. we 
will be having a Fall Harvest Fest with some fun 
games and of course, food! We will have sand-
wiches, apple pie with ice cream, and apple cider. 
This will be a Fundraiser for our Preschool to help 
with their activities. We will let you know what 
they need and what the money will be spent for. 
We will have items to raffle to raise the money. 
 

There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex, so 
please sign up and let us know how many are com-
ing. I hope you will all join us 
and help out the Preschool 
and have a good evening 
with our Church Family. 
Blessings, 
 

The Fellowship Committee 

Living Waters 2021 Stewardship Focus is 
 

New Year New Challenges 
 

Watch your mail for the  
Stewardship Program info which will  

arrive toward the end of October. 
 

Commitment Sunday is  
November 28  

Adopt a Family —Season of Harvest 
Community Meals Team News 

 

A food drive will be added to our annual Adopt a 
Family for the Holidays Program. Each Sunday 
starting in October, food items will be collected 
to add to the Thanksgiving and Christmas Day 
meal bags. There will be a box in the Narthex to 
place food donations. The usual Mr. Turkey note 
cards and contribution envelopes will also be 
there for wishing our recipients a Happy and 
Blessed Holiday message. 
 

Each Sunday , suggested food items will be 
mentioned in the morning announcements. All 
excess items not needed for the Holiday meal gift 
bags will be donated to our local Homeless 
Coalition, the Jesus Loves You Ministry, or kept 
for our own Community Meals program. 
 

God’s Blessing to you all and thank you for 
making our Community Meals program such a 
success. 
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 From the Pastor   
      

By Rev. Lyle Truitt 
 

“For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short  
of the glory of God; 

they are now justified by his grace as a gift through  
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” 

Romans 3:24 
 

Grace to you and peace, Dear Ones! 
 

My grandfather, Grampa Moseman, drove an ancient car. Maybe you’ve heard the name of Studebaker? 
When I was a little boy, it was that car that we would all pile into when it was time to go to church. We 
really didn’t go anywhere else but church. It was always shiny new and spotless on the inside and on the 
outside, regardless if it was in the garage or on the road. And when I was a teenager, yes, the Studebaker 
was still chuggin’ down the road. It was pretty much country roads that we would drive on, and my 
Grampa Moseman knew everybody that lived along those roads, so we would always drive rather slowly 
so he could wave at the neighbors. The car didn’t have power steering. You had to have some pretty 
stout “guns” attached to your shoulders to turn that steering wheel! And his Studebaker didn’t have 
automatic transmission, it was a stick shift. So, seriously, because we were always driving so slow, I don’t 
think he ever had that car in high gear.  
 

If you haven’t had the privilege of driving a manual transmission, you may miss the point. If you’ve only 
driven an automatic transmission, you may not understand. I learned to drive that Studebaker and I 
learned the importance of making a smooth transition from 1st gear to 2nd gear to 3rd gear. I would sit at 
intersections or at stop signs and rev up the engine, letting out 
the clutch, engaging the low gear so that I could get off the 
dime and get moving. Low gear was necessary, but then you 
could shift into 2nd gear and accelerate and the two tons of 
steel would be going faster. I really wanted to shift into 3rd 
gear, but my Grampa Moseman, (as I said), never really 
allowed that car to achieve its potential because there wasn’t 
any reason to be going faster. 
 

This is the month of October, and in our church and in many churches we will be remembering and 
celebrating the Reformation. The Reformation began when a young German monk, named Martin, 
nailed some propositions to the door of the castle church in Wittenberg, Germany, in 1517. That very 
bold act began to reshape and reform the church. It gave us a whole new expression of Christian faith. It 
was a low gear act. But it got a dead church off the dime, so to speak. It got things moving. 
 

Reform began to happen because God’s people began to clean house. They began to get rid of some 
things that were out of whack, and they put back some things that they had forgotten about throughout 
the centuries. Martin Luther, with God’s help and guidance, was able to shift the church into 2nd gear, 
and the reforms began to move faster. And like I said, you can get pretty comfortable riding in 2nd gear! 
But, God wanted the church to shift into 3rd gear, so God called upon men like John Wesley and others to 
give His people the opportunity to realize that God had designed His church for driving in a much higher 
gear. 

Continued on Page 3 



  

 

The meeting opened with a devotion and prayer. 
Minutes from the previous meeting, on June 14, 
were approved.  
 

The Stewardship letter to all members will be sent 
in late October. Commitment Sunday is Nov. 28. A 
review of the budget for the 2022 year will begin. 
 

The Fellowship Committee is planning events each 
month for the near future: Crock Pot lunch for 
September, Harvest Fest for October, and Chili 
Cookoff for November. 
 

Maintenance continues to be busy: roof repairs 

have been done, and 3 of the air conditioners have 
had issues and have needed attention. 
 

Covid continues to warrant our attention. Through 
September, the current protocols will remain in 
place and will be reviewed at the October council 
meeting. The clergy and assisting ministers will 
wear masks when serving communion. 
 

October 10 is Clergy Appreciation Day. 
 

The next meeting will be Monday, Oct. 11, at 1 p.m. 
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Council Meeting Recap—September 13, 2021 
Submitted by Barb Cartwright, Council Secretary 

(Pastor’s message continued from Page 2) 
 

And that’s what we remember and celebrate in 
the month of October every year! We are so 
thankful that God inspired and enabled Martin 
Luther, and many others centuries ago, to shift 
into a high gear that would move us and our 
church into the highways and byways of life. 
God wants the church family of Living Waters 
to continue to drive in high gear so that WE 
can do what the “DESIGNER” had created and 
called US to do: to share the true treasure of 
the church, the most holy gospel of the glory 
and grace of Jesus Christ. 
 
See you around town! In 3rd gear!! 
Pastor Lyle 

 
Calling All Veterans  

(Final Call) 
By Steve Vaughan 

 

Veterans’ Day is approaching and we want to honor and 
recognize all veterans from our Living Waters family. If 
you are a veteran or if you are the surviving spouse of a 
veteran we would like your participation. If you have 
not yet filled out the sheet in the narthex, please do so 
soon. If you are a snowbird or are not yet comfortable 
returning to church in person, we still want to include 
you. Please contact me so that I can gather the needed 
information. 
 

Also, we will be making a display in the narthex to honor 
our veterans. If you have a picture, in uniform that we 
can borrow please bring it to church for me or, if other 
arrangements are needed please contact me so we can 
work something out. It would be preferred for the 
picture to be framed, if possible. 
 

Also, we will be awarding a Quilt of Valor to a couple of 
our veterans. It is awarded to a service member or 
veteran who has been touched by war. These quilts are 
being hand made by members of our church. 
 

You can see me at church, call me at 443-690-4678, or 
email me at captainhappi@hotmail.com 
Blessings, Steve Vaughan 

mailto:captainhappi@hotmail.com
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Living Waters Lutheran Church & Preschool — October 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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8 

 
 

9 

10 

 
 

11 

 

12 13 14 

 
 

 
 

15 

 
 

16 

 
 

17 

 
 

18 19 20 

 
 

21 

Community Dinner 
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  Wally Schleehauf takes Dream Flight 
 Text by Donna Schleehauf, Walley’s daughter-in-law 

 
On Saturday, September 26, Wally Schleehauf went on a Dream Flight in a refurbished 1943 Boeing 
Stearman bi-plane to honor WWII veterans.  The facility where this took place at the Punta Gorda airport 
was once a training facility where the pilots learned to fly these bi-planes and hone their skills at operating 
the weapons on the plane. The building was used as a backstop for the practice targets they shot at.  You 
can even see a few errant shots in the building still.  Wally was so proud to take this flight and had a smile 
from ear to ear when he landed. Wally and his family are grateful to pilot Andrew Garret and everyone 
involved with Dream Flights for honoring our country’s veterans. Thank you to all the men and women that 
fought to give us our freedom today.  
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Surprise someone on the 
list by sending a birthday 

greeting. 
 

Oct. 2 Bill Steen 
Oct. 4 Joan Rose 
Oct. 9 Carolann Cortese 
 Joseph Simas 
Oct. 12 Alene Huthman 
Oct. 13 Carol Piltz 
Oct. 15 Leanne Wade 
Oct. 17 Eunice Walz 
Oct. 19 Vickie Hill 

 

T h e  M e s s e n g e r  is  published monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church with printed copies distributed the 
last Sunday of each month.  Copies are also available at: www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via email distribution. 
 

To have information included in the newsletter, please write your content and send it to Barb Cartwright, editor and 
publisher: anchorstitch@aol.com or phone 941-743-4770. Articles must be submitted by the 21st of each month. Arti-
cles  may be edited. 

Physical Address 
Living Waters Lutheran Church  
  and Preschool 
   12475 Chancellor Blvd, 
   Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
 

Mailing Address 
   PO Box 8064, North Port, FL 34290 
 

941-625-8090   
www.livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Church Office: Kris Dines 
   kris@livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Pastor Lyle Truitt: 
   plylet65@gmail.com 
 

Deacons: 
   Kim Vaughan           Steve Vaughan 
   notmuchafraid  captainhappi 
       @hotmail.com     @hotmail.com 
     

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-Noon, Mon-Thurs. 

 If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please 
email Pastor Truitt at plylet65@gmail.com or call 941-625-8090.  

Happy Birthday  

Council Members: 
 

Craig Bitler, President/Property 
   941-234-6311 
   cdbitler@comcast.net 
 
Joanne Carlock, Vice  
   President/ Fellowship 
   941-426-5434 
   jcarlock99@yahoo.com 
 
Barb Cartwright, Secretary 
   941-743-4770 
   anchorstitch@aol.com 
 
Carolann Cortese, Small  
   Groups 
   941-429-0422 
  carolanncortese@aol.com 

 
 

Marty Savard, Financial Sec/ 
                        Member Care 
   941-766-6139 
   savardmarty@comcast.net 
 
Sue Hill, Member at Large 
   941-255-9089 
    
Rich Pelto, Treasurer 
   941-426-9160 
   randdjpelto@gmail.com 
 
Bill Steen, Property Maint. 
   352-445-9476 
   billysteen11@gmail.com 

CrockPot Goodies 


