
  

 

  The Messenger   
   N e w s  a b o u t  o u r  c h u r c h ,   

   o u r  m i n i s t r i e s  a n d  o u r  p e o p l e  
 

N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 8  
 

                   Living Waters Lutheran Church and Preschool 

Each of you has received a gift to use to serve others. Be good servants of God’s  

various gifts of grace.                                                        I Peter 4:10“ 

Whet your appetite for CHILI! 
 

Saturday, November 3 
6:00 p.m. 

 

For those who feel you make the  
“Best Chili Ever!”  

Please sign up for our competition on the sign-up sheet in 
the Narthex. 

 

If you are coming to “judge” the chilies, please bring a  
salad or dessert to complement the meal and share. 

It is so good to see the pews filling up 
now that the heat of summer is over. We 
WELCOME BACK our members and 
friends who are returning. It is so good 
to see you. 

THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP 
Wednesday, November 21, at 6:30, at Living Waters Lutheran Church 

By Rev. Lyle Truitt 
 We have so much for which we can be thankful! God has blessed us all immeasurably! Let’s not let 
Thanksgiving be limited to food and football and family and shopping. Let’s come together on Thanksgiving 
Eve for a time of worship together where we can and will be faithful and passionate in remembering the 
One from whom all blessings flow. 
 And immediately following our worship time together, we will enjoy some fellowship time in our 
Fellowship Hall. And we would be so thankful if you would bless us with a delicious PIE! Yes, bring a 
Thanksgiving PIE! 

REFORMATION 
 

Sunday, October 28, 
is the Lutheran Church observance of the 

Reformation.  
 

This is the 501st anniversary of Martin 
Luther nailing the 95 theses to the church 

door in Wittenburg, Germany and the 
observed beginning of the Lutheran Church. 
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 From the Pastor 

 
“I thank my God every time I remember you, 

constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.” 

Philippians 1:3-5 
Greetings Dear Ones ! 
 
And when we are truly thankful, we remember our debts to those who have 
gone before us; we remember our responsibilities to those who come after us; and most importantly, 
we affirm our faith in God who has given us every good thing. 
 
Yes, to remember is to be thankful! When I was a youngster, and when my family lived in Virginia, Min-
nesota, we lived in a home that was just a spit away from a little, family-owned grocery store. So, 
whenever we needed some groceries, my Dad would give me the list and the cash to pay for it, and I 
would walk a couple blocks to that grocery store. The employees at that store got used to seeing me 
there and would always say hello. And one day, as I was about to head back home, I was asked by the 
owner if I would be willing to take some groceries home to Mrs. Eilala who was a widow that lived 
down the street from us. She lived by herself and could only walk a few steps at a time with the help of 
a cane. I got to know her because she was on my paper route. So, I said sure, but I would have to go 
home first with my own groceries. When I arrived at Mrs. Eilala’s home and stood on the porch, and 
rang her door bell, it took her a while to get to the door, but when she opened the door, I will never 
forget how thankful she looked, how thankful she was…. that I would be kind enough to deliver her 
groceries. 
 
In the process of unloading the groceries, Mrs. Eilala loved to talk and I learned the value of listening. I 
learned just how lonely life can be. She talked about many things and many memories, and I learned 
that allowing her to tell me her stories was a joyful time for her, and perhaps a time of healing for her, 
as well. Mrs. Eilala always insisted that I take a quarter for my time, so I did. And before I would make 
the trip back home, I would go back to the grocery store and buy some candy or some other treat. 
 
Now, why am I sharing this simple story? I’m sharing this story with you this month because it is a sim-
ple story about thanksgiving: Mrs. Eilala’s thanksgiving for me in her life, and my thanksgiving for Mrs. 
Eilala in my life. I look back on that time of my life, and I realize how God was enabling me, as a boy, to 
discover the peace and the beauty that came through the opportunity of being present with and serv-
ing someone unlike myself. 
 
So, I challenge you this Thanksgiving to pause, and to remember, and to think about what God has 
done for YOU, and how God has guided YOU, and provided moments for YOU, to discover the peace 
and the beauty of serving someone unlike yourself. 
 

Real thanksgiving takes place when we open our hearts to God. 
See you around town! 
 

By Rev. Lyle Truitt 
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Our church offers many opportunities for each of us to express our talents. Maybe you have skills and 
talents and a calling to volunteer in the following areas:  

The Community Outreach Ministry has been busy 
all summer. We are currently averaging around 45
-50 meals per dinner. Bikes, toiletries and clothing 
have continued to go out into the community 
where they are most needed. Jacob’s Well still 
cooks a meal every other month. We have been 
especially blessed with many new volunteers 
helping out this summer cooking a meal when 
needed. Clint Shantz is busy running to Publix 
every week to provide our bread and pastries. This 
is a big job and we are so grateful to him for all he 
does! Stanley and Connie Bliss have been our 
faithful Thursday warriors handing out the bread 
and pastries when it is not a dinner night. We look 
forward to the return of some of our regular 

helpers from up north. We are so blessed that we 
are able to continue to serve our community all 
year round.  
 

Once again we have begun our annual Turkey 
Drive. Our goal continues to be 50 Thanksgiving 
and 50 Christmas dinners. If you would like to 
adopt a family this year, the cost is $13. Look for 
“the turkey” and more information in the church 
Narthex.  
 

God’s Blessings,  
The Community Outreach 
Team 
Contributed by Kris Dines 

BIBLE STUDY ON GOSPEL OF LUKE 

Pr. Joel Olsen, Winter Pastor Assistant 
 

Beginning December 2, the Gospel reading will be taken from St. Luke; and many of Pr. Lyle’s sermons will be 
based on this gospel. 
 

As often as we have heard the Sunday gospel, there is always more than we can learn about it. Pr. Joel will be 
hosting an “Introduction to the Gospel of Luke” on Wednesdays from 6:30 – 7:45 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

In four weeks, we will look at the way Luke is different from Matthew, Mark and John, consider his treatment 
of the Passion story, and look more closely at the beloved Christmas Gospel. You will be able to appreciate 
the Sunday Gospel readings more, as well as the pastor’s sermons! 
 

In these groups, I will do the Bible reading, present some information, foster discussion and try to answer 
your questions. Others in the class usually add their insights – so we learn together from one another about 
the Word of God and the Faith we share. Bible study is about learning, sharing and growing in our faith in 
Jesus Christ – our Lord and Savior. 
 

If you haven’t been to a “Bible study” before, do come anyway. You won’t be called upon to read or pray; 
there won’t be assignments, tests or memory work – just good fellowship and learning centered on the 
Bible’s Good News of our Salvation. 
 

Meetings will be on Wednesdays, 6:30 – 7:45 p.m. November 7 and 14, and again November 28. You are 
most welcome! 
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Dear Members and Friends in Christ, 
 

As we continue to grow into our future under the 
leadership of Pastor Lyle we need to remember and 
consider all the changes and happenings we have 
come through over the last few years, pause and 
reflect, and realize that we truly are undergoing a 
period of New Beginnings and New Growth here at 
Living Waters. There are new roots to put down and 
new leaves to sprout as we do, in fact, look forward 
to what lies ahead. 
 

Saint Paul has this to say in his letter to the people of 
Philippi: 
Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus. Philippians 3:13-14 
 

As a congregation we all share in the responsibility of 
support for all that we are and all that we can and 
will grow into in the years ahead. So when you pick 
up your Pledge Packet this year please prayerfully 
review your level of commitment to your church, 
Living Waters, and return your pledge of support on 

Commitment Sunday for New 
Beginnings and New Growth in 
calendar year 2019. 
 

As stated in First Timothy: 
They are to do good. To be rich in good works, 
generous and ready to share, thus storing up for 
themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the 
future, so that they can take hold of the life that 
really is life. 1 Timothy 6: 18-19 
 

Sunday, November 25, is Commitment Sunday. 
Pledge Packets will be available for pickup in the 
narthex on Sunday, November 4 and 11. Those 
packets not picked up by the 11th will be mailed out 
the following Monday. Our congregation has always 
responded, when asked, to keep our ministries 
moving forward. Let us all together, once again, rise 
to the challenge in support of New Beginnings and 
New Growth.” 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Lyle               Rich Pelto 
                                                            Stewardship 

Living Waters 
2018 Stewardship Focus 
“New Beginnings…...New Growth” 

October Harvest Fest 
 

Special thanks to the Fellowship Com-
mittee and their helpers for a very suc-
cessful Harvest Fest Celebration with food 
and games. 
 

In the picture to the left, Pastor Lyle is be-
ing bombarded with water balloons by 
some of the children from the preschool. 
 

If you weren’t able to attend, you missed 
a really good time. 
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 “All I Want for Christmas” 
Mid-Week Advent Worship 

Wednesdays, December 5, 12, 19, 7 p.m. 
By Pastor Lyle Truitt 

 

From the time the wise men came to Jesus bringing gifts, Christmas has been a time of 
giving: gifts to our loved ones, to the less fortunate, to the church, to charities, to 
family, to friends and even gifts to our pets. 
 

In the best spirit of Christmas, we give and receive Christmas gifts, remembering the greatest Christmas gift 
of all: God’s gift of the Christ child, God’s gift to us of a Savior! As we give and receive gifts, it’s incredibly 
important to remember that the best Christmas gifts are wrapped in heaven. Unfortunately, sometimes we 
concentrate so much on the gifts we want to give to each other and receive from each other (nice as that 
practice is) that we miss the special gifts that Christmas has for us. 
 

At our Mid-Week Advent Worship this year, we will be reminded that we need the miracle of God’s grace to 
see and feel and hear about these special gifts: The Gift of Good News, The Gift of a Strong Foundation, and 
The Gift of Christmas Gifts that We Can Pass On to Others. 
 

Before we gather for worship on these nights, we will once again enjoy some fellowship together in the 
Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m. where we will once again enjoy some delicious soups and breads created by our 
sisters and brothers. 
 

What do YOU want for Christmas? 

Ashley Mock, a Woman with a Mission 
By Gayle Backiel 

 

Ashley Mock is a member of Living Waters Lutheran Church. She graduated from Lynch-
burg College in Virginia with a degree in biology. She moved here with her family and 
began working for Tervis Tumbler to pay back her student loans. She told Patty, her 
mother, that she wanted to help people and she joined the Peace Corps. 
 

Ashley accepted a position in S.E. Africa where she had three months of training and was 
given the necessary shots. At the end of the training, there was a swearing in ceremony and celebration for 
the new Peace Corps members. Women in the area made dresses for the women and shorts for the men 
graduating. At the end of the celebration all the new graduates were blindfolded. A large map of Africa was 
placed at their feet and they were instructed to walk on the map. Wherever their feet landed is where they 
were sent for their mission. Ashley ended up in Malawi in the district of Salema, Africa. That was just where 
she was hoping to go. 
 

She works with the people there in agriculture and forestry and is helping to set up tree nurseries. She is 
also learning to prepare and cook food like the people who live there. The people of the village are like 
family and include Ashley as part of that family. 
 

Everything is quite primitive. Almost totally 'off the grid'. She has a hot plate to cook her food which works 
some of the time and she has two solar chargers for her cell phone and her Kindle. Most of the people 
speak a little English, but she had to learn their language of Chichuia. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Ashley (cont.) 
 

Ashley and Patty are able to text one another, and we will be getting updates on 
her experiences in Malawi from time to time. 
 

Even though Ashley is in the Peace Corps and we at Living Waters had nothing to 
do with sending her to Africa, she is kind of like our own missionary. To show our 
support, the council will have a gift box in the narthex for Ashley where everyone 
can contribute some money to send a Christmas gift to her so she can buy some-
thing that she wants or needs. 

Ashley helping make Mandasi 
(sweet potato donuts) 

In November, the calendar is very full.  
...Saturday, November 3 - Chili Cook-off. Be sure to 
sign up if you would like to cook chili for this event. 
 

...Wednesday evenings—Small Groups are starting 
up again including a Bible Study, “Introduction to the 
Gospel of Luke” evenings, led by Pastor Joel Olsen. 
 

...Sunday, November 18 -The election of members 
for Council. If you would like to be involved in the 
life of the church as a council member, please see a 
nominating committee member Gayle Backiel, Kim 

Vaughan or Kris Dines. 
...Wednesday, November 21—Thanksgiving Eve ser-
vice at 6:30 p.m.  
 

...Sunday, November 25—Commitment Sunday  
 

...Saturday, December 1—We will Decorate for 
Christmas inside of the church, as we clean and 
weed the outside in preparation for the Christmas 
season. 
 

(See a more complete list of November events on the 
Calendar page.) 

Notes From the Church Council 
By Gayle Backiel, Council President 

Poinsettia Parade & Float, Coming December 8 
By Gayle Backiel 

 

It seems like it is still summer, but Christmas is fast approaching. Every year for the last several years, Living 
Waters has had a float in the Poinsettia Parade. This year's parade is Saturday, December 8. 
 

The theme for the parade is “Holiday Around the 
World.” If we want to have a float this year, you 
need to get involved. We need people to help 
plan for the float, to decorate the float, and to 
ride on it. It is a long day, but a lot of fun. 
 

There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex begin-
ning November 4. Remember, if we do not get at 
least 6-8 people willing to help, there will be an 
empty slot where the Living Waters Lutheran 
Church float should be in the parade. 

Theme for this float was “A Candy Cane Christmas” 
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 Living Waters Lutheran Church & Preschool — November 2018  
               Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

  1 
All Saints' Day 
Community 
Dinner 

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Bread & Pastry 
Ministry 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

Choir Practice 
5:00 PM 

2 
AA Meeting 

8:00 PM 

3 
Chili Cook Off 

6:00 PM 

4 
Worship Service 

10:00 AM Sunday 

School 
10:00 AM 

5 
Council Reports 
Due 
Worship & Music 
Cmte. Meets 

10:00 AM 

6 7 
Cut Ups 

9:00 AM - 11:00 PM 

Preschool Chapel
 10:20 AM 

Pastor Joel's 
Bible Study 

6:30 PM - 7:45 PM 

8 
Bread & Pastry 
Ministry 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

Choir Practice 
5:00 PM 

NWPCCA 
7:00 PM 

9 
AA Meeting 

8:00 PM 

10 

11 
Worship Service 

10:00 AM 

Sunday School 
10:00 AM 

12 
Church Council 

Meeting 1:00 PM 

Preschool Board 

of Directors 
5:30 PM 

13 
Prayer Shawl 
Group 

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM 

Girl Scout 
Meeting 

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM 

14 
Cut Ups 

9:00 AM - 11:00 PM 

Preschool Chapel
 10:20 AM 

Pastor Joel's 
Bible Study 

6:30 PM - 7:45 PM 

15 
Community 
Dinner 

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Bread & Pastry 
Ministry 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

Choir Practice 
5:00 PM 

16 
AA Meeting 

8:00 PM 

17 

18 
Worship Service 

10:00 AM Sunday 

School 
10:00 AM 

19 20 21 
Cut Ups 

9:00 AM - 11:00 PM 

Preschool Chapel
 10:20 AM 

Thanksgiving 
Eve Worship 
Service 6:30 PM 

22 23 
AA Meeting 

8:00 PM 

24 

25 
Worship Service 

10:00 AM 

Sunday School 
10:00 AM 

26 27 
Girl Scout 
Meeting 

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM 

28 
Cut Ups 

9:00 AM - 11:00 PM 

Preschool Chapel
 10:20 AM 

Pastor Joel's 
Bible Study 

6:30 PM - 7:45 PM 

29 
Bread & Pastry 
Ministry 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

Choir Practice 
5:00 PM 

30 
AA Meeting 

8:00 PM 

  

 

November 
 

3  Chili Cook-off, 6 p.m. 
7  Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. 
9-11  WELCA Fall Gathering, Lake Yale 
14  Bible Study, 6:30 
18  Elect Council Members, after 10 a.m. service 
21  Thanksgiving Eve Worship, 6:30 p.m. 
25  Commitment Sunday, 10 a.m. service 
28 Bible Study, 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

December 
 

1  Christmas Decorating & Yard Clean-up 
5 Soup Supper and Advent Service 
8  Women’s Christmas Lunch and Poinsettia Parade 
12  Soup Supper and Advent Service 
15  Breakfast with Santa 
16 Preschool Christmas Program, 10 a.m.  
19 Soup Supper and Advent Service 
24  Christmas Eve Services, 7 & 9 p.m. 
25  Christmas Day Service, 10 a.m. 
 

Calendar Dates to Remember 
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Nov. 4 Jean Fleming 
 Al Rybicki 
Nov. 5 Donna Nelson 
Nov. 9 Lucas Buck 
Nov. 10 Nancy Bremer 
Nov. 11 Beverly Simas 
Nov. 13 Cecile Bitler 
 Janet Pelto 

Nov. 14 Joyce Donley 
Nov. 16 T. Michael Perry 
Nov. 22 Nicholas Serianni 
Nov. 23 Sue Hill 
Nov. 29 Jerry Pauley 
Nov. 30 Harrison Reece 
 Kay Sheils 
 Kim Vaughan 

 

T h e  M e s s e n g e r  is  published monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church with printed copies distributed the 
last Sunday of each month.  Copies are also available at: www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via email distribution. 
 

To have information included in the newsletter, please write your content and send it to Barb Cartwright, editor and 
publisher: anchorstitch@aol.com or phone 941-743-4770. Articles must be submitted by the 21st of each month. Arti-
cles  may be edited. 

Physical Address 
Living Waters Lutheran Church  
  and Preschool 
   12475 Chancellor Blvd, 
   Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
 
Mailing Address 
   PO Box 8064, North Port, FL 34290 
 
941-625-8090   
www.livingwaterslutheran.com 
 
Church Office: Kris Dines 
   kris@livingwaterslutheran.com 
 
Pastor Lyle Truitt: 
   plylet65@gmail.com 
 
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-Noon, Mon-Thurs. 

 If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please 
email Pastor Truitt at plylet65@gmail.com or call 941-625-8090.  

Happy Birthday  
Surprise someone on the list by sending a birthday greeting. 

Council Members: 
Gayle Backiel, President/ 
                        Small Groups 
   941-769-0882 
   rbackiel@verizon.net 
 

Rick Backiel, Co-chair Property 
                        Maintenance 
   941-769-3903 
   rbackiel@verizon.net 
 

Joanne Carlock, Vice Pres/ 
                     Fellowship 
   941-426-5434 
   jcarlock99@yahoo.com 
 

Jane Fundyga, Financial Sec/ 
                        Member Care 
   941-240-6406 
   jfundyga@gmail.com 

    
Gary Hiltz, Stewardship &  
       Co-chair Property Maint. 
   781-985-1020 
   hiltz.gary@gmail.com 
 

Larry Nelson, At Large/Ushers 
   941-979-5966 
   larrypnelson9805@gmail.com 
 

Mike Poe, Treasurer 
   941-426-3843 
   mddlpoe@hotmail.com 
 

Kim Vaughan, Secretary/ 
                      Worship Liaison 
   443-277-6306 
   Notmuchafraid 
               @hotmail.com 


