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In Memory of Judy Johnson
April 2019
“When the journey here is o’er,
Time for me will be no more;
Guide me to thy distant shore
To Thy shore, O dear Lord, to Thy
shore.

Just a closer walk with Thee,
Jesus grant my humble plea,
Daily walking close to Thee,
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.”
Written by Milton Batiste

Living Waters members will be notified of arrangements
as they become known.

Next Fellowship Event—May 18
The next Fellowship event will be a spaghetti
supper as a fundraiser for supplies for the Living
Waters Preschool.
Saturday—May 18 at 6:00 p.m.
There will be more information in the next few
weeks. We hope everyone will attend and help
out the preschool.

Prayer Shawls Available Through the
Summer
By Char DeWitt
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will not meet again
until October. However, prayer shawls will be
available throughout the summer. Shawls are
located in the closet in the hallway by the
women's bathroom. There are cards and gift
bags in that closet, as well as, a sign out sheet.
Please consider giving a prayer shawl to anyone
who is ill, grieving or in need of a special
blessing. Thanks for supporting this important
ministry.

Then Jesus said again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, I now send you.”
John 20: 21

From the Pastor
By Rev. Lyle Truitt
“Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man
must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise
again.” Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they
told all this to the eleven and to all the rest.”
Luke 24: 6-9
Dear friends,
On Maundy Thursday and on Good Friday, many of us were in worship together and we remembered
Christ’s words in the Upper Room, and we witnessed a powerful Tenebrae Service. Through scripture
readings, through music and prayer, and with dramatic monologues offered by several of our sisters and
brothers, we remembered Jesus’ final words from the cross, and we heard reflections from some
contemporary disciples, and from five mothers who asked, “Have you seen my son?”
The presence of the Holy Spirit surely empowered those contemporary disciples, Jim and Nancy
Bremer, and Steve Vaughan and Bill Steen to remind us that through our words and deeds, everyone will
know we are disciples of Christ. And then again, on Good Friday, the Spirit moved us in that sanctuary as
Simeon and Anna, (pastor Joel and LuAnn Olsen) shared the Passion story, and as the mothers of Jesus,
Judas, James and John, John Mark, and Barabbas, spoke from their hearts about how the Passion of Christ
impacted their lives through the lives of their sons. We thank God for Kimberly Vaughan, Marty Savard,
Gayle Backiel, Megan Mattingly and Ginny Strueder for giving us a fresh and powerful impression of how
God is at work in the lives of our family. Our church
is so blessed with so many gifted women and men
and children.
And as an Easter people who only by the grace
of God have received a future of new possibilities…
we have so much to be thankful for and so much to
offer in response to God’s gifts to us.
As a community of faith called Living Waters Lutheran, we too, say,
“Father, into your hands we commit OUR Spirit.”
We want to commit a spirit of love and a spirit of kindness to each other and to our neighbors around
us, and to invite them to join us in our learning and in our growing together as Christians. In the weeks
ahead, I pray that each one of us will commit ourselves to opening our hearts and minds to how we might
use our time and our talents and our treasure to accomplish our mission as a church family.
….This is our hope….
….making a difference for Christ….
….by sharing God’s Word and being a witness of God’s reconciling grace…
….by encouraging each other to serve others in Jesus’ name….
Let’s continue as a family, to grow together and to learn together and to encourage each other to be
instruments of God’s grace!
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In His Love, Pastor Lyle

A “Soup-er” Success

Secret Sisters End-of-Spring Luncheon

By Ginny Strueder

By Patty Pauley

This year our Lenten Soup and Bread Suppers
were a huge success. Thanks to all who attended
and the generous donors of delicious soups, as
well as, their time and talents. Each week we
served four different kinds of homemade soup
with delicious homemade bread.

Secret Sisters has ended for the year with our
reveal luncheon. It was a great time of fellowship
and we learned that to Cowgirl Up to Lord is be like
David and accept our sins as our own and not lay
the blame on others.
We had 18 women join the group this year, and are
already looking forward to November when we
start up again.

This was a Thrivent Action Team Project and
through this program we were granted a $250
gift card for supplies. A total of $567 was raised.
These funds will go to the Community Meals
Program and will be used to continue serving our
community. Special thanks to Pastor Joel for
providing his wonderful craft breads, which were
magnificent!
For the Community Meals Program to continue,
we desperately need help. Now that most of us
“Snowbirds” are “flying” away, we are needing
people who are willing to step up and help. We
need volunteers to cook, serve, and clean up one
meal a month. Kris is most helpful in advising and
helping set the menus, as well as how much to
prepare.

All women of the church are invited, there are no
meetings required, just the desire to share some
love with another sister of the church.
Next year promises to be just as exciting, the new
theme has already been chosen and Patty and Kari
are busy planning.

I was a little wary the first time I volunteered to
cook and serve, but with the help of Kris, it was a
snap! I’m so thankful I had the opportunity to
serve in this way. Step out of your comfort zone
and enjoy the gift of sharing with others.
God’s Blessings to All, and we’ll see you in
December!

Ashley Mock, Woman with a Mission,

Ashley with group of Resource Volunteers. Where is Ashley?

Submitted by Ashley’s mother, Patty Mock

Ashley lives in the Salima District in Malawi. Her designation is Agriculture/Forestry. She spent this past
week resource training and will be teaching some new volunteers in early June. She lives in a small house
consisting of two rooms. She started cooking over open fires, but her brother (neighbor) ran an electric line
to her house. Now she can use a hotplate to cook on. There is no refrigeration though. The power goes out
from time to time during the day, and she has no running water. She pays a villager to fetch water from the
bore hole cause it is a fair distance and would put her really behind in her work. The bathroom is out in the
backyard (basically an outhouse). She has started her own garden with fencing around it made of branches
and tall grass and is growing sweet potatoes, cucumbers, tomatoes, Swiss chard and more.
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A RECAP of the APRIL FELLOWSHIP EVENTS
Contributed by Karen Hoeppner
Photos by Pastor Lyle
There were two big events for fellowship during
April. The first was the 2nd annual Easter Egg Hunt
held on Saturday, April 20. We had over 100 children and parents participating and I think they all
had a great time. We had about 3,000 plastic eggs
filled with candy for them to find in the yard and it
didn’t take them long to get their baskets filled.
There were prizes for the children that found the
sparkly eggs.
There were crafts, Easter cookies to decorate, and
juice and cupcakes, before they went outside to
find the eggs. And of course, there was an appearance by the Easter Bunny, who was a friend of Joe
Strueder.
The second event was the Easter breakfast that was
held after the sunrise service and again between
the 8:15 and 10:00 a.m. services.
We want to thank all the people who brought
food—which was delicious — and all who volunteered to help at both events. That’s what makes
Living Waters Church so great, everyone pitches in
to help, whether it was with the crafts, cookies, egg
hunt, breakfast or clean up.
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Living Waters Lutheran Church & Preschool — May 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

4
1
2
3
Preschool
Long Range
AA Meeting
8:00 PM
Chapel 10:20 AM Planning Meeting
3:30 PM

Community
Dinner

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Bread & Pastry
Ministry

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM

5
Worship Service

10:00 AM

6
7
8
Council Reports Girl Scout
Preschool
Due
Meeting
Chapel 10:20 AM
5:30 PM - 7:00 PM
Worship & Music
Cmte.
Meets
10:00
AM
Preschool Board of
Directors

9
Bread & Pastry
Ministry

10
AA Meeting

11

17
AA Meeting

18
Preschool
Spaghetti
Supper &
Fundraiser

8:00 PM

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM

NWPCCA

7:00 PM

5:15 PM

12
Worship Service

10:00 AM

13
Church Council
Meeting 1:00 PM

14
Prayer Shawl
Group

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM

15
16
Preschool
Community
Chapel 10:20 AM Dinner

8:00 PM

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Bread & Pastry
Ministry

6:00 PM

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM

19
Worship Service

20

10:00 AM

21
Girl Scout
Meeting

22
23
Preschool
Bread & Pastry
Chapel 10:20 AM Ministry

24
AA Meeting

28

29
30
Preschool
Ascension Day
Chapel 10:20 AM Bread & Pastry
Ministry

31
AA Meeting

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM

26
Worship Service

27

10:00 AM

25

8:00 PM

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM

8:00 PM

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Church Council Update
By Sue Hill, Council Secretary and Pastor Lyle
To all members and friends of Living Waters Lutheran:
Beginning in May, the Council will prepare an article for the
newsletter that will share important updates from their last
meeting.
 The Council voted to publish in our worship bulletin on a
quarterly basis, a statement of “income to date” and
“expenses to date.”
 The Council voted to give birth to a “Wish List” that would
communicate a number of items that are needed by our
church, for example an Altar Bible. This list will be created
and continually updated and reviewed by the Council and
then displayed in the narthex, as well as in our church
newsletter, so that all members or friends of Living Waters
may prayerfully consider donating money to acquire these
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After the congregation voted to approve the proposal to
improve our parking lot lighting, the Council voted to
award the project to Empire Electric, and the job will begin
in 2 weeks.
The Council voted to purchase a bunny suit for the annual
Easter Egg Hunt; rather than “renting” the costume every
year.
The Council voted to renew Pastor Lyle Truitt’s contract as
our part-time pastor for another year. This contract is to
be renewed annually.
Pastor Lyle and Loni will be away for 8 weeks this year beginning in the middle of August and returning in October.
The Council voted to not schedule any Council meetings in
the months of August and September.

Happy Birthday
Surprise someone on the list by sending a
birthday greeting.
May 6
May 13
May 17
May 19

May 21
May 22
May 28
May 29

John Baier
Dolores Ryder
Ginny Strueder
Samantha Morgan
Clint Shantz
Debbie Stankiewicz
Linda Finsted
Elaine Mussetter
Rose Lapprich
Bernice Olsen

Physical Address
Living Waters Lutheran Church
and Preschool
12475 Chancellor Blvd,
Port Charlotte, FL 33953

Council Members:

Mailing Address
PO Box 8064, North Port, FL 34290

Joanne Carlock, President/
Fellowship
941-426-5434
jcarlock99@yahoo.com

941-625-8090
www.livingwaterslutheran.com
Church Office: Kris Dines
kris@livingwaterslutheran.com
Pastor Lyle Truitt:
plylet65@gmail.com
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-Noon, Mon-Thurs.

Rick Backiel, Co-Chair Property
Maintenance
941-769-3903
rbackiel@verizon.net

Carolann Cortese, Small Groups
941-429-0422
carolanncortese@aol.com
Jane Fundyga, Financial Sec/
Member Care
941-240-6406
jfundyga@gmail.com

Sue Hill, Secretary
941-255-9089
suehill1947@aol.com
Clint Shantz, Treasurer
941-914-3071
shantz4102@comcast.net
Bill Steen, Co-Chair Property Maint.
352-445-9476
crcrafter1@gmail.com
Kim Vaughan, Vice Pres./
Worship Liaison
443-277-6306
Notmuchafraid@hotmail.com

T h e M e s s e n g e r is published monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church with printed copies distributed the
last Sunday of each month. Copies are also available at: www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via email distribution.
To have information included in the newsletter, please write your content and send it to Barb Cartwright, editor and
publisher: anchorstitch@aol.com or phone 941-743-4770. Articles must be submitted by the 21st of each month. Articles may be edited.

If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please
email Pastor Truitt at plylet65@gmail.com or call 941-625-8090.
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