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A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.  Proverbs 15:1 

Fellowship Report 
By  Karen Hoeppner 

 

On Saturday, February 12, the third annual Multi-
Cultural Event was held. Five different countries 
or cultures were featured. We learned about 
them and tasted some of the foods including 
Swedish meatballs, Japanese goodies, pierogies, 
chicken and waffles, pulled pork sandwiches and 
jambalaya, plus many other great foods. I don’t 
think anyone went home hungry. Some of the 
tables featured drinks from that country or 
culture. There were 42 people in attendance and I 
think everyone enjoyed themselves. $165.00 was 
collected at the Multi-Cultural Dinner to be 
donated to the Synod's Global Mission Fund.  
 

Spaghetti Dinner,  
Saturday, March 12, 6 p.m. 

The next event will be a Spaghetti Dinner on 
Saturday, March 12,  at 6 p.m. Add this date to 
your calendar, and sign up in the Narthex to let us 
know that you will be coming so we can plan 
accordingly. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt Coming in April 
Then we have Easter coming up in April! The plan 
is to have an Easter Egg Hunt as in past years, but 
this one will be a little different. So watch for 
news about the egg hunt. 
 

Thank you for all your support toward these 
events. The Fellowship Committee enjoys 
planning them and appreciates your attendance 
and all your help. 
 

Stones in Life 
By Kim Vaughan 

 

During Lent, we will be contemplating the 
stones in life that weigh us down.  Stones that 
separate or prevent us from living as God 
intended.  Think for a moment of how many 
stones we carry in our walk in life.  If you hold a 
grudge against someone -- there's a stone in 
your bag to carry.  Or maybe regret from a past 
mistake?  There's a small load of stones 
weighing you down.  Forgiveness you're not 
ready to give or receive?  That's like a sharp 
stone in your shoe.  It hurts with every 
step.  Pretty soon, we're overwhelmed by the 
sheer load. 
 

This season of Lent, we're taking a Journey of 
Stones.  We're letting go of the rocks that weigh 
us down.  We're giving them to Jesus Christ.  He 
knows what to do with them.  The question is, 
are you ready to hand them over?  When Lent 
ends and Easter begins, we'll experience what it 
means to give your stones over to Jesus. 
 

Twice during Lent, there will be stones available 
at the entrance to the sanctuary. Pick one up 
and contemplate your sins, worries, 
confessions.  We have 
a choice of what to do 
with these stones.  
 
 
(Continued on page 3) 
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 From the Pastor   
      

By Rev. Lyle Truitt 
 
 

“When they kept on questioning him, he raised himself up and said to them,  
“He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.”  

John 8: 7 
 

 
Greetings dear Friends, 
 

Just imagine Jesus, standing with the woman who was caught in the act of adultery, challenging the 
crowd to examine their souls. 
 

What a picture. 
 

It is a moment of tense silence as the stones in their hands quietly grow heavy with the weight of their 
own sins. 
 

But what if suddenly, one person who is unable to see his sin (or is unwilling to admit it) throws a rock at 
the woman? It hits her and then falls to the ground. What would happen? I would imagine the woman 
would then be struck by a barrage of stones. 
 

But then what would happen to the stones? Would they lie on the ground with the stains of blood? 
Would someone collect them? 
 

What would Jesus do with the stones? (the one who could have whisked her away to safety) 
 

I believe Jesus would pick up the stones and clean the blood from their surface with his own garment 
and he would use them to teach a parable. 
 

We all live in a world where sinners throw stones every single day, don’t we? 
Indeed, we very often hurl a stone without even giving any thought to the stone that we are throwing; 
or the sin that we are denying. 
 

Throughout the season of Lent, we will be examining OUR OWN souls. 

We will be reminded that we all fall short of the glory of God.  

We are all stone throwers, and we are all folks who are 

wounded by others. 

We will look to the cross for healing and redemption.  

We will actually be holding stones (symbolically) in our 
hands on the first Sunday and last Sunday of Lent at our 
Sunday morning worship service.  

 

Until then…think about what these stones mean…that we are 
washed in God’s mercy and love. 
 
The Lord be with you! See you around town! 
 
Pastor Lyle 
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(Cont. from page 1) 

You can hang on to them  as a painful reminder of 
our sin that will continue to make us bitter, broken 
people.  Or we can let them go.  We can lay them 
at the foot of the cross and ask God to give us 
another chance.  
 

We take a collection of them during the service 
and present them to 
God.  
 

Join us and take part in 
this meaningful journey 
during Lent. 
 

Blessings, 
Kim Vaughan 

Making Chrismons 
By Gayle Backiel 

 

Chrismons means Christ monograms. Each one 
represents something about our LORD, whether it is 
a cross, an angel, a butterfly, or a crown.  
 

Remember the beautiful Chrismons (white and gold 
Christmas ornaments) on the Christmas tree in the 
sanctuary? Or maybe you saw them at the Small 
Group Fair in February. We will be making more of 
them beginning Tuesday, March 15, at 3 p.m. We 
meet in the social hall with others who are a little 
crafty and learn how to make these beautiful 
symbols of Christ. There will be kits already made 
up along with an instruction sheet for each project. 
Please call Gayle Backiel 

at 941-769-0882 to let 
her know you are 
coming or if you have 
any questions. 

Women’s 2022 Spring Gathering  
By Gayle Backiel 

 
Calling all women of Living Waters Lutheran Church! There will be a gathering of women of the Mid-Gulf Conference for the 
Women of the ELCA. On April 9, 2022, women from Bradenton to Port Charlotte will meet at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Port Charlotte for their annual Spring Gathering. 
 
The day begins with registration and a continental breakfast. There will be a short business meeting followed by a Bible Study, 
speakers and a Worship Service ending with a delicious lunch. We will hear about the plans for this years’ Fall Gathering and 
who the new Love Offering Recipient is. 
 
We plan to car pool from Living Waters parking lot to Holy Trinity. The cost for the day is $10.00. Contact Kris Dines in the 
church office at 941-625-8090 or Gayle Backiel at 941-769-0882 for more information or you can sign up in the church Narthex 

Minutes of the previous meeting, on January. 23, 
were approved.  
 

Improvements are being realized in areas of monthly 
giving, investment income, membership numbers, 
pledges, and fellowship activities. 
 

A return to normalcy for the Lent and Easter Season 
is planned, e.g., Wednesday night Bible study, two 
services on Easter Sunday, 8 a.m. and 10 a.m., and 
the butterfly release after both services. 
 

Kim Vaughan’s resignation as Sexton was accepted. 

Craig Bitler will take over those duties as of March 
31 for a one-year term. 
 

After discussion it was moved and passed to open all 
pews to general seating. 
 

A Council Retreat is scheduled for Saturday, April 23, 
starting at 9 a.m.  
 

The next council meeting will be Monday. March 14, 
at 1 p.m. The meeting closed with devotions and the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Council Meeting Recap - February 14, 2022 
Submitted by Barb Cartwright, Council Secretary 
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Multicultural Dinner Picture Page 

Travel to Japan with  
Bill and Janet Love 

Bar-b-que and Cajun dished up by Bill 
and Kay Steen and Joann Carlock 

Pat Dinges and Karen Hoeppner serve up for  
Ginny Strueder, and Ted and Joyce Swartzbaugh 

Pennsylvania Dutch Chicken and Waffles 
is the specialty of Craig Bitler 

Bev  Simas tries the Danish delights of Cliff and 
Eunice Walz 

Pastor Lyle’s 
smile tells it 
all. Oh so 
good! 



  

 Living Waters Lutheran Church & Preschool — February 2022  
SunSunSun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Prayer Team 
Bible 

 

2 

 

 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Worship Service 

 

Ash Wednesday 
Worship Service 

 

3 

Preschool Chapel 

 
Community Din-
ner 

 

 
 

4 

 

 

5 

6 

 

 

7 

 

8 

Prayer Team 
Bible 

 

9 

 

 

10 

Preschool Chapel 
 

 
 

 

 

11 

 

 

12 

 

 

13 

Daylight Saving 
 

 

 

14 

 

15 

Prayer Team 
Bible 

 

16 

 

 
 

 

17 

Preschool Chapel 

 

Community Din-
ner 

 

 
 

18 

 

 

19 

20 

 

Worship Service 

 

21 22 

Prayer Team 
Bible 

 

23 

 

 

24 

Preschool Chapel 
 

 
 

 

 

25 

 

 

26 

27 

 

 

28 29 

Prayer Team 
Bible 

 

30 

 

 

31 

Preschool Chapel 
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Surprise someone on the list by sending a birthday 
greeting. 

 

March 5 Tesha Godshall 
 Don Mussetter 
March 6 Pat Bardshar 
March 8 Mike Poe 
March 10 Craig Bitler 
March 11  Amber Jones 
March 15 Sloan Benson 
March 20 Char DeWitt 
 Cliff Walz 
March 24 Bernard Schiefer 
March 27 Patty Pauley 
March 30 Jane Fundyga 
 David Lanning 

 

T h e  M e s s e n g e r  is  published monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church with printed copies distributed the 
last Sunday of each month.  Copies are also available at: www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via email distribution. 
 

To have information included in the newsletter, please write your content and send it to Barb Cartwright, editor and 
publisher: anchorstitch@aol.com or phone 941-743-4770. Articles must be submitted by the 21st of each month. Arti-
cles  may be edited. 

Physical Address 
Living Waters Lutheran Church  
  and Preschool 
   12475 Chancellor Blvd, 
   Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
 

Mailing Address 
   PO Box 8064, North Port, FL 34290 
 

941-625-8090   
www.livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Church Office: Kris Dines 
   kris@livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Pastor Lyle Truitt: 
   plylet65@gmail.com 
 

Deacons: 
   Kim Vaughan           Steve Vaughan 
   notmuchafraid  captainhappi 
       @hotmail.com     @hotmail.com 
     

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-Noon, Mon-Thurs. 

 If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please 
email Pastor Truitt at plylet65@gmail.com or call 941-625-8090.  

Happy Birthday  

Council Members: 
 

Craig Bitler, President/Property 
   941-234-6311 
   cdbitler@comcast.net 
 
Joanne Carlock, Vice  
   President/ Fellowship 
   941-426-5434 
   jcarlock99@yahoo.com 
 
Barb Cartwright, Secretary 
   941-743-4770 
   anchorstitch@aol.com 
 
Babe Hillegass, Co-chair  
   Property 
   941-429-0324 
   joeann.babe@comcast.net 

 
 

Karen Hoeppner, Member Care, 
   Small Groups 
   941-429-0521 
   angelrabbit6@comcast.net 
 
Marty Savard, Financial Sec/ 
          Worship & Music Liaison 
   941-766-6139 
   savardmarty@comcast.net 
   
Rich Pelto, Treasurer 
   941-426-9160 
   randdjpelto@gmail.com 
 
Bill Steen, Memb. Care, Sm.Gp 
   352-445-9476 
   billysteen11@gmail.com 


