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People do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 

mouth of God.”         Matthew 4:4“ 

 Centering Prayer Workshop 
By Karen Hoeppner 

 

On February 8, Jane Fundyga, Bill Steen and I 
attended a workshop at Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church in Venice on CENTERING PRAYER. 
 

The Bible Verse for the workshop was Psalm 46:1. 
  “Be Still and Know That I Am God. 
 Be Still and Know that I Am,  
 Be Still and Know, 
 Be Still  
 Be” 
The theme was to spend time twice each day in 
silent prayer, forgetting everything else that is 
going on around you. To have a relationship with 
God in silence. 
 

There were three speakers that gave us ideas and 
plans to follow to accomplish this quiet time with 
God and how to quiet the “monkeys” in our mind 
to spend this time with Him. 
 

The purpose of Centering Prayer is to get a closer 
relationship with God. 
 

It was a very powerful workshop and if anyone 
wants more information on it, please contact one 
of us.  There is also an app on your smart phone 
that will show you how to accomplish this. 
 

There is a group that meets every Monday 

morning at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Venice 

at 9:45 to 10:45. 

Secret Sister Reveal Luncheon 
By Patty Pauley 

 

The Secret Sister reveal luncheon will be  
 

Saturday, March 21,  
starting at noon. 

 

It is going to be an affair you 
won’t want to miss. 

 

A Star is 
   Born 

Multi-Cultural Festival Recap  
By Karen Hoeppner 

 

The second annual MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL took 
place on February 22. The countries represented 
were Cuba—hosted by  Pastor Lyle and Loni Truitt 
and Bill and Kay Steen; France— hosted by Rick and 
Gayle Backiel; Germany—hosted by Joe and Ginny 
Strueder; Greece—hosted by Pat Bardshar and Karen  
Hoeppner, and Hong Kong—hosted by Carmine 
Tortora and Nancy Chow. There were so many great 
photos, flags, music  and memorabilia to look at. The 
delicious food and drink that was furnished from each 
country was wonderful and truly enjoyed.  We thank 
everyone for their work putting this all together and 
hope everyone that came enjoyed it. There were 56 
people in attendance! Yay, Living Waters! 
 

We will definitely have another festival next year and 
have had people volunteer to sponsor a country 
already.           (Text and pictures continued on page 3) 
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 From the Pastor   
      

By Rev. Lyle Truitt 

 

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he 
came looking for fruit on it and found none.  So he said to the gardener, ‘See 
here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find 
none.  Cut it down!  Why should it be wasting the soil?’  He replied, ‘Sir, let it 
alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it.  If it bears fruit next year, well and 
good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”                                                                   Luke 13: 6-9 

 
Greetings Dear Ones! 
 

As a child I have a very strong remembrance of the special time that I spent with my grandparents in 
Indiana. Both sets of my grandparents lived about 20 minutes from each other in Indiana, so during two 
weeks of vacation in the summer we were able to spend time at both of their homes. 
 

While at my mother’s parents’ home, which was on a farm, I remember feeding chickens and gathering 
eggs and picking fresh corn and snapping fresh green beans.  I remember watering and feeding and milking 
cows. I also remember meeting many relatives that I didn’t even know. They were farmers, and as farmers 
you just didn’t sit around and shoot the breeze because there was always work to be done. My uncle was 
going to plant a new garden so we all showed up at his place and away we went…with the digging. I was 
only eight, but I remember. I don’t remember it being work because as we would dig, we would find all 
kinds of things that were buried in the soil. We found old tools, old coins, old bottles; I remember the 
treasure that was found.  
  

The same could be said when we let Jesus dig around in our lives. This parable from Luke’s gospel talks 
about Jesus being the gardener. He’s the one who intercedes on our behalf because He knows that there is 
treasure in our lives. 
 

Unfortunately, some folks don’t like Jesus digging around in their lives. They want Him as a friend who 
shows up only when they need some comfort. But Jesus isn’t like that. Jesus begins his relationship with us 
as a gardener. He lives in us and with us to root the wrong out of our lives. He comes to help pull weeds 
that threaten to choke out our faith. He comes to dig around in our lives and point to those things which 
need to be pruned and cut back so that we can become more like Him. So we can become the creative 
FRUITFUL Christians that God intends for us to be. 
 

We all need to have Jesus dig around in our lives, and find the treasure, and have the dirt hauled out of 
our lives, and have our faith fertilized through the power of repentance and the forgiveness that is offered 
through Christ. 
 

As we journey together through this Lenten season; a time for remembering, a time for repentance, a time 
for fertilization of our faith…may we all discover how rich our soil is and how much fruit can be harvested 
from each of our lives…when Jesus is there…to dig. Can you dig it? 
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Lyle 
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WELCA Mid Gulf Spring Gathering 
By Betty Drechsel 

 
For all women of Living Waters: The WELCA Mid Gulf Spring Gathering will be held on March 14, 2020 at 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Port Charlotte. 
 

Registration and breakfast is from 9:30 - 10:00 a.m. Lunch will be served following the program. Come and 
join us, and enjoy  a fun time.  Cost is $10.00 per person. 
 

THANK YOU FROM STEVE AND KIM VAUGHAN 
 

We are humbled and honored to be called as synod parish deacons to Living Waters. We very much appreci-
ate the support and the love that we have received from you, our church family. Thank you for all the cards, 
the gifts, the cake, and the kind words that have been spoken to us. 
 

As synod parish deacons we are accountable to Pastor Lyle and will serve no longer than his call to our con-
gregation. While we serve, we will be a bridge between him and our church family. At Pastor Lyle’s request, 
we may take part in the worship service, serve the needy, care for the sick, or comfort the distressed. We 
may be asked to do home or hospital visits and we may be asked to take communion to those unable to re-
ceive in church. Pastor Lyle may ask us to respond in times of emergency when he is either unavailable, or 
to provide care and comfort until he can reach the location where he is needed. As additional eyes and ears 
for the pastor what is shared with us will be carried back to Pastor Lyle for his consideration. 
 

We will be diligent in our study of God’s word and will strive to carry Christ’s light into our community. We 
pray that we will be instruments to be used to show glory to God and to serve His people. 
You may reach us at the following cell numbers:  
 
Kim 443-277-6306   Steve 443-690-4678 

(Fellowship continued from Page 1) 

Wine and Cheese Party  -  Saturday, March 14,  6 p.m . 
 

Our next FELLOWSHIP GATHERING will be on Saturday, March 14,  at 6:00 p.m. It will 
be another WINE AND CHEESE PARTY WITH A CRUISE THEME. So I hope everyone will 
gather their cruising apparel and come and have a great time aboard the U.S.S. Living 
Waters. 
 

We have a wonderful time planning and enjoying the events that bring our 
congregation together for fellowship. We have another new member on our 
Fellowship Committee, Debi Fiori.  We’re so happy to have her join us.  

 

 As we all get to know each other in a more personal way, it brings us closer as a congregation.   
God’s Blessings! 
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 Multicultural Festival Picture Page 

Nancy Chow and Carmine Tortora 

Pastor Lyle and Loni Truitt 
Kay and Bill Steen 

Gayle and Rick Backiel 

Ginny and Joe Strueder 

Karen Hoeppner and Pat Bardshar 



5 

 

 

T h e  M e s s e n g e r  is  published monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church with printed copies distributed the 
last Sunday of each month.  Copies are also available at: www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via email distribution. 
 

To have information included in the newsletter, please write your content and send it to Barb Cartwright, editor and 
publisher: anchorstitch@aol.com or phone 941-743-4770. Articles must be submitted by the 21st of each month. Arti-
cles  may be edited. 

Physical Address 
 Living Waters Lutheran Church and Preschool 
   12475 Chancellor Blvd, Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
 

Mailing Address 
   PO Box 8064, North Port, FL 34290 
 

941-625-8090   
www.livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Church Office: Kris Dines 
   kris@livingwaterslutheran.com 
    

Church  Deacons: 
   Kim Vaughan  443-277-6306 
   Steve Vaughan  443-690-4678 
 

Pastor Lyle Truitt: 
   plylet65@gmail.com 

 If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please 
email Pastor Truitt at plylet65@gmail.com or call 941-625-8090.  

Council Members: 
    
Craig Bitler  
   941-234-6311 
   cdbitler@comcast.net 
 

Joanne Carlock, President/ 
                     Fellowship 
   941-426-5434 
   jcarlock99@yahoo.com 
 
Carolann Cortese, Small Groups 
   941-429-0422 
  carolanncortese@aol.com 
 

Jane Fundyga, Financial Sec/ 
                        Member Care 
   941-240-6406 
   jfundyga@gmail.com 
 

 

 
Sue Hill, Secretary 
   941-255-9089 
   suehill1947@aol.com 
 

Clint Shantz, Treasurer 
   941-914-3071 
   shantz4102@comcast.net 
 

Bill Steen, Co-Chair Property Maint. 
   352-445-9476 
   billysteen11@gmail.com 
 

Kim Vaughan, Vice Pres./ 
                      Worship Liaison 
   443-277-6306 
   Notmuchafraid@hotmail.com 

Editor: The Calendar and birthday list will come as separate attachments via 
email for the month of March. 

Woman with a Mission:  
Ashley Mock 
By Patty Mock 

 

Here are the latest pictures I received from 
Ashley. On the left she is working with a 
lady from the village planting some trees. 
In the picture on the right she is just having 
some fun with some friends from the vil-
lage  


