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Multicultural Dinner Recap
Special thanks go to the organizers and country
hosts for the 1st Annual Multicultural Dinner.
Attendees were transported to five countries
around the world for a glimpse of the culture and
the food of each country or state. They traveled to
Hawaii, Mexico, Italy, Africa and the Scandinavian
Countries.
Over 50 diners attended this event and sampled
tasteful delicacies. Where shall we be traveling to
next year?

Joanne Carlock, Karen
Hoeppner and the Fellowship Committee.
(Additional photos are
on the back page.)

Lenten Soup Suppers to Benefit
Community Meals
By Ginny Strueder
Again this year, we will be having our soup
and bread suppers during Lent. The first soup
supper will be Wednesday, March 13, at 6
p.m. Thrivent Financial has accepted these
suppers as an Action Team Project. We will be
accepting a freewill offering to be donated to
the Community Meals program which is held
here twice a month and serves approximately
60 guests.

Volunteers are needed to help by making
soup, setting up, serving and clean up. Please
contact Ginny Strueder at 941-426-4560 if you
are willing to help in any capacity. Your
generous help and donations with these meals
would be greatly appreciated.
The bonus, again this year, will be Pastor
Joel's famous homemade bread. We will begin
serving at 6 p.m. and all are invited to join us
for Lenten worship at 7 p.m. Let's make this a
great time of food and fellowship before
worship! Put the Wednesdays in Lent—March
13, 20, 27 and April 3 and 10 - on your
calendar for Soup and Worship.

“It is the same with the dead who are raised to life. The body that is ‘planted’ will ruin
and decay, but it is raised to a life that cannot be destroyed.” I Corinthians 15:42

From the Pastor
By Rev. Lyle Truitt

WHAT IS FAITH?
Now, faith is the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen.”
Hebrews 11:1
Greetings Dear Ones,
We are about to begin the church season of Lent!
Lent is the 40 day season that precedes the great Three Days and the 50 days of Easter. Beginning on
Ash Wednesday, Lent occurs at the transition from winter to spring and functions as the time of
preparation for the Easter festival. Lent will continually invite the believer and those coming new to
faith to consider what baptismal living (and dying) means, and how being baptized radically changes
everything. Lent, then, is not a season of applied sorrow or forced sadness, but a time of growth,
enabled both by individual and communal discernment for all Christians as they continually uncover the
mysteries of baptismal living.
During these days, the faithful people of God are called to renew their faith and discipleship. And this
renewal is accomplished through the disciplines of Lent: repentance, fasting, prayer, and works of love.
And so, since Lent is a time to take stock of our lives, see who we really are, repent of our sins, and seek
renewal. (Taken from Sundays and Seasons)
So, here at Living Waters Lutheran we begin with Ash Wednesday, on March 6, when we will have
worship gatherings at 11:00 a.m. and at 7:00 p.m. This is a time of confession and commitment to being
obedient to God’s will. The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and frailty. What seems to be an
ending is really an invitation to make each day a new beginning in which we are washed in God’s mercy
and forgiveness.
Our 5 mid-week Lenten worship services on Wednesdays that begin on March 13 will include a soup
supper at 6:00 pm, and then the theme of our worship together at 7:00 pm will be “WHAT IS FAITH?”
And we will truly be blessed by hearing the words of several members of our church as they offer
reflections upon their own faith journey. We will be reflecting upon questions such as: How does our
faith affect the choices we make? When faith means taking a risk, how do we respond? In the midst of
life’s joy and difficulties, how do we persevere in our faith? How does the way of the cross define our
faith? How does our faith help us to answer “who do I want to be?” Personal testimonies by our sisters
and brothers in Christ are always inspirational and thought provoking, and our support and
encouragement is a gracious gift to them. I pray that you will make these mid-week worship gatherings
an important part of your faith journey throughout the Lenten season.
Yes, I hope and pray that each of you will use these days of Lent to renew
your faith. Come and join us at each stop along this journey, and grow in
the Spirit of God.
May the free gift of grace in Jesus Christ, the reconciling love of God, and
the life and peace of the Holy Spirit be with you all!
See you around town!
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Our church offers many opportunities for each of us to express our talents. Maybe you have skills and
talents and a calling to volunteer in the following areas:

The Cut Ups by Ginny Strueder This was another great year for the mission quilters,
otherwise known as the Cut Ups. After the Sunday
service on February 3, 119 quilts were taken to
Bradenton for Lutheran World Relief. From there
they travel to New Windsor, Maryland, where they
are stored until requests are received for
distribution. Last year, a total of over 400,000 quilts
were distributed through LWR and every year LWR
hopes to meet or exceed that number. In addition,
The Cut Ups made and gave several quilts to those in
need here in North Port. This year we received a
request for quilts from former members, Larry and
Jody Shelton, who are continuing the ministry of
helping those in need in West Virginia.
We meet every Wednesday from October through
April. We are very fortunate to have Carol Piltz
sewing quilt tops at home all year long. Several of
our members faithfully shop at rummage sales for
fabric and sheets for backings. Each year, we must
purchase over $800 worth of batting to place

between the top and bottom fabric of each quilt
made. Thanks to Thrivent Financial and their
program of Action Teams, $250 was received and
used toward purchasing batting this year. Special
thanks to Bev Simas for leading this project and
obtaining funds. This program is available to any
Thrivent member. More
information about these
programs can be found on their
website, Thrivent.com.
To be able to continue this
ministry, we could use more
help. No experience is
necessary. If you can open and close a safety pin,
insert a straight pin into fabric, tie a knot, or iron a
flat piece of material, you are qualified. Gentlemen,
you are encouraged to help also. The perks are
many: coffee and goodies, laughter, a great bunch of
people, and we would love to have you join us on
Wednesdays from 9 a.m.—12 noon! Remember
God’s work, our hands! See you there.

Liturgy Songs for Lent
By Judy Johnson
On March 10, the first Sunday in Lent, we will begin using a few different songs as
a part of our liturgy to mark the beginning of this important season of the church
year. We will be discontinuing all but one of the songs from the “The Tree of Life”
setting.
The songs we are using are all familiar to most of you. The Kyrie is from Setting 10, page 203 in the front of
the hymnal. It is customary in the Lutheran Church to not sing the “Alleluia” during Lent so the Gospel Acclamation is, “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus.” The Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) for the Great Thanksgiving will
remain the same as will the two versions of “Lamb of God.” We are using the current music of The Post
Communion Canticle but will sing a different verse.
As usual, all of the songs/lyrics will be on the screen.
This thought is from Sundays and Seasons and offers a great way to think about Lent. “Lent is loved for being a season where wilderness wanderings and lost-and-found stories get to the heart of a theology that is
about God’s deep empathy and accompaniment in everything we experience as humans.”
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Visit to the Islamic Center in Sarasota, Feb. 22
By Pr. Joel Olsen
Pictured here in the courtyard of the Mosque is our
group of 21 from Living Waters who recently
toured and worshiped at the Islamic Center in
Sarasota.
When we were invited to worship, we took off our
shoes, the women covered their hair and we, men
and women, entered by separate entrances to sit
in separate quarters in the large worship room.
About 300 men and about [50?] women and
children assembled for prayers and sermon. The
Imam preached in English about the place of Jesus
in the Koran. Jesus is regarded as a righteous
prophet, worthy to be taken to
heaven (the Ascension), and thus to
be emulated by Moslems. Imam also
told that Jesus’ mother Mary is a
model of faithfulness and chastity
and is actually mentioned in the
Koran more often than Jesus. We
enjoyed a sandwich-and- salad lunch
with a mid-Eastern flavor during
which our host, Mr. Hassan fielded
our many questions.

Woman With a Mission
By Patti Mock
Ashley hasn't been doing anything new this
month. It's been raining quite often in Malawi.
She has been getting
some seeds ready for
planting her own
vegetable garden. Ashley
has been chosen to train
new Peace Corp
Volunteers who will also
be working in the area of
agriculture. This will be in
the first weeks of June.
She is really looking
Ashley Mock’s selfie
forward to this
sitting in front of a
experience.
baobab tree.

Prior to the worship hour, Mr. Hassan told of the
elementary school at the Center, and several of the
children greeted us with “Salaam.” The School is
wanting to expand, but short of funds. Our group
collectively took up an offering and presented the
School with a gift of $160. In this small way, the
witness of Living Waters has reached across
religious divisions, as we joined in prayer with
Islamic neighbors who, like us and the Jewish
people, all claim Abraham of the Old Testament as
our spiritual father. It was a most informative and
positive experience.

LENT
(Excepts from “The Altar Guild Manual” by Lee A. Maxwell, Concordia Publishing House, 2007)
“Lent begins the second great division of the Church
Year. Lent is a time of preparation for Easter.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday with a call to repentance: “Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast Love” (Joel 2:13). But on the Sundays in Lent that
follow, the emphasis is more on reflection on Baptism
and renewal in faith and life.
The color for Lent is violet, symbolizing sorrow and repentance.”
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Preparing for the Three Days: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday
By Pastor Lyle Truitt
Greetings again, Dear Ones,

and extinguished that commemorate the sufferings
and the death of Christ. But as we hear the passion of
Christ, we will hear the words and thoughts of five
mothers whose son’s lives were dramatically and
emotionally and spiritually changed by the passion of
Christ. They are the mother of Jesus, of Judas, of
James and John, of John Mark, and of Barabbas. The
title of this year’s Good Friday worship service is
“Have You Seen My Son?”

Once again we will be gathering with Christians
around the world to remember and to celebrate and
to participate in the death of Christ so that we might
know the alleluia of the resurrection with Christ.

On Maundy Thursday,
April 18, 2019,
we will gather at 7:00
p.m. in the sanctuary
and listen to Christ’s
commandment to love
one another, and we
will follow the
example of Christ and
wash other’s feet, and we will share the meal that
Christ instituted. And then with the taste of wine still
fresh in our mouths, the altar will be stripped. It will
be the consequence of Jesus’ love for us; He gives us
His all. The title of this year’s Maundy Thursday
worship gathering is “Everyone Will Know We Are
Your Disciples.” In the publishing world, a “colophon”
is the publisher’s emblem or trademark. So, we will
include in our worship a narrative that will
incorporate this idea of colophons to express a prop
that is so central to a character’s identity that it
becomes a trademark of sorts---a burden that must
be placed at the altar. We will be introduced to and
hear the thoughts of four contemporary characters,
and their “colophon” (their prop) corresponds to a
familiar character of the Passion of Christ.

On Easter Sunday,
April 21, 2019,
we will offer worship at 8:15 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. in
the sanctuary as we have in the past, but this year we
will also provide a Sunrise Service which will be held
outside, near the entrance to the sanctuary, for those
who wish to join us at 7:00 a.m. With great joy and
with great hope we celebrate the day of days as we
proclaim again and again, HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN,
INDEED! We will join together after each worship
service to release butterflies, as we have the past two
years to symbolically celebrate the resurrection of
Christ; that HE IS RISEN! And we will gather together
to enjoy some breakfast in the fellowship hall. The
times for that breakfast will be communicated prior
to Holy Week.

Yes, stones roll away, tombs are open, new
possibilities are born, women sing for joy and men
race to share the good news. Things that were old are
becoming new again. The Lord God swallows up
death forever and will wipe away tears from all faces.
This is our God of Easter! Let everything we think and
On Good Friday,
do throughout Holy Week
April 19, 2019,
and throughout the season
we will gather once again at 7:00 of Easter be praise to Christ
p.m. in the sanctuary and we
Jesus our Risen Lord. I pray
gather not to mourn this day but that we will all do our best
to celebrate Christ’s life-giving
to make time available to
passion and to find strength and attend and to be inspired
hope in the tree of life, the cross. and to be changed
We will gather in darkness to
throughout these days!
participate in a form of Tenebrae
service where candles will be lit See you around town!
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Mid Gulf Spring Gathering
Women of the ELCA

Romans 15: 7
Bible Study; Music; Fellowship; Fun!

Living Waters Lutheran Church
12475 Chancellor Blvd. Port Charlotte, FL 33953
March 23, 2019
Registration & Breakfast from 9:30-10:15 a.m.
Lunch will be served
Register by March 17th $10 per person

Contact your W/ELCA president for more information
Betty Drechsel - 941-743-0765
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Living Waters Lutheran Church & Preschool — March 2019
SUN
3

Worship Service

10:00 AM

MON

TUE

WED

4

5

6

Council Reports Due Girl Scout Meeting

THUR

Ash Wednesday
5:30 to 7 PM
(First Day of Lent
Cut Ups

FRI

7

Community Dinner

4:00 to 6:00 PM

8

AA Meeting

Bread/Pastry
Ministry
9:00-12:00 AM
4:00 to 4:30 PM
Lent Mid Week
Choir Practice
Worship Service

Worship & Music
Committee

10 AM

SAT
9
8:00 PM

5:00 PM

11:00

Prayer Team Bible
Study 12:00 PM
Lent Mid Week
Worship Service

7:00 PM

10

Worship Service

11

Church Council
10:00 AM
Meeting

1:00 PM

12

13

Prayer Shawl
Group

Preschool Board of
Directors’
5:30 PM

Cut Ups

14

15

16

21

22

23

Bread/Pastry
AA Meeting
9:00-12:00 AM
8:00 PM
Ministry
4:00-5:30 PM Preschool Chapel
4:00 to 4:30 PM
10:20 AM Choir Practice
Prayer Team Bible
5:00 PM
Study
12:00 PM NWPCCA
7:00 PM
Lent Soup & Bread
Supper
6:00 PM
Lent Mid Week
Worship Service
7:00 PM

17

Worship Service

18

10:00 AM

19

Girl Scout Meeting

5:30 to 7 PM

20

Cut Ups

9:00-12:00 AM

Preschool Chapel

10:20 AM

Community Dinner

4:00 to 6:00 PM

AA Meeting

Bread/Pastry
Ministry

8:00 PM

Women of the
ELCA Spring
Gathering

9:30 AM—2:30 PM

Prayer Team Bible
4:00 to 4:30 PM
Study
12:00 PM Choir Practice
5:00 PM
Lent Soup & Bread
Supper
6:00 PM
Lent Mid Week
Worship Service
7:00 PM

24

Worship Service

25

26

10:00 AM

27

28

Cut Ups

9:00-12:00 AM

Preschool Chapel

10:20 AM

Bread/Pastry Min.

Prayer Team Bible
Study
12:00 PM
Lent Soup & Bread
Supper
6:00 PM
Lent Mid Week
Worship Service

31

Worship Service

10:00 AM

4:00 to 4:30 PM

Choir Practice

29

AA Meeting

30
8:00 PM

5:00 PM

7:00 PM

March Birthdays
March 1
March 2
March 5
March 6
March 8
March 9
March 10
March 11

Bill Rabenold
Ashley Mock
Tesha Godshall
Don Mussetter
Pat Bardshar
Michael Poe
Jim Sheils
Craig Bitler
Amber Jones

March 12
March 20
March 27
March 30
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Gerry Price
Patty Mock
Char Dewitt
Cliff Walz
Patty Pauley
Jane Fundyga
Shawn Houser
David Lanning

MULTICULTURAL DINNER PHOTOS
Photographer: Pastor Lyle

Physical Address
Living Waters Lutheran Church
and Preschool
12475 Chancellor Blvd,
Port Charlotte, FL 33953

Council Members:

Mailing Address
PO Box 8064, North Port, FL 34290

Joanne Carlock, President/
Fellowship
941-426-5434
jcarlock99@yahoo.com

941-625-8090
www.livingwaterslutheran.com
Church Office: Kris Dines
kris@livingwaterslutheran.com
Pastor Lyle Truitt:
plylet65@gmail.com
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-Noon, Mon-Thurs.

Rick Backiel, Co-Chair Property
Maintenance
941-769-3903
rbackiel@verizon.net

Carolann Cortese, Small Groups
941-429-0422
carolanncortese@aol.com
Jane Fundyga, Financial Sec/
Member Care
941-240-6406
jfundyga@gmail.com

Sue Hill, Secretary
941-255-9089
suehill1947@aol.com
Clint Shantz, Treasurer
941-914-3071
shantz4102@comcast.net
Bill Steen, Co-Chair Property Maint.
352-445-9476
crcrafter1@gmail.com
Kim Vaughan, Vice Pres./
Worship Liaison
443-277-6306
Notmuchafraid@hotmail.com

T h e M e s s e n g e r is published monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church with printed copies distributed the
last Sunday of each month. Copies are also available at: www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via email distribution.
To have information included in the newsletter, please write your content and send it to Barb Cartwright, editor and
publisher: anchorstitch@aol.com or phone 941-743-4770. Articles must be submitted by the 21st of each month. Articles may be edited.

If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please
email Pastor Truitt at plylet65@gmail.com or call 941-625-8090.
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