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Memorial Service for Judy Johnson
Tuesday, June 4, 2019 at 11 a.m.
Excerpted from Farley Funeral Home Website
“On April 26, 2019, my beloved mother “Judy” Judith Johnson, age 73, of
North Port, Florida went home to be with the Lord.
Born June 4, 1945, to Gerrit and Gertrude Schut in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, she spent her younger years on a farm near Rock Valley, Iowa. Judy
started her higher education at Dordt College in Iowa before graduating
with a bachelor’s degree in education from Calvin College in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. She also enjoyed summer sessions at the University of Minnesota and Stanford. Her career
started in Michigan as an English teacher and later moved into corporate communications and marketing.
Judy had an amazing smile, quick wit, brilliant mind, and infectious laugh. Her hobbies included, visiting
with family and friends, enjoying new wines, spending time with the Thursday Ladies, playing piano,
politics, reading and writing, and spending time with her cat.
Judy is survived by her husband Donald Johnson of North Port, FL, her son Eric Scholten, wife Rachelle and
only granddaughter Ariana (15) all of California; and niece Rebekah Arndt, husband Russ, and niece and
nephews Benjamin (24), Samuel (19) and Rachel (17) all of Michigan. Judy will also be greatly missed by
her cat C-Boo. Judy was preceded in death by her father, mother and sister.”

Editor’s note: Judy joined Living Waters Lutheran Church in June of 2003. At Living Waters she served in
many capacities — first and foremost she led services as our organist. But, she was also very active
serving on the Church Council, on the board of A Special Time, on the Worship and Music Committee, on
the board of the preschool, as organist and choir director, and as editor of the newsletter. Judy will be
missed.
A Memorial Service for Judy will be on Tuesday, June 4, at 11 a.m. with a memorial luncheon to follow in
the Fellowship Hall.

“HE will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death,
sadness, crying, or pain, because all the old ways are gone.“
Revelation 21: 4

From the Pastor
By Rev. Lyle Truitt
“When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child,
I reasoned like a child”…..
1 Corinthians 13: 11
Greetings Dear Ones!
Father’s Day is a holiday that generates a great many emotions. Being a parent, and
being a father can be a very unique and fruitful and challenging experience. This month we will remember
and honor the men, the fathers, the grandfathers, the husbands, and the brothers in our lives. There was a
survey that was taken asking fathers this question: What are the three words that fathers don’t like to say?
Among the answers were: Let’s go shopping…I need help…it’s my fault…I am lost…I’ll fix supper. The three
words that I thought may be on the list, weren’t there: I LOVE YOU. Very frequently, when I’m doing some
marriage counseling, I hear the bride to be, or the wife, lament that the one thing she rarely hears from
her groom to be, or her husband is “I LOVE YOU.”
When Father’s Day comes around each year, I always think back to a particular time in my life when I had
been married for about 15 years. Loni and I and the kids were living in Coral Springs, Florida, and my Dad
was living in Eagle Mountain, California. I was listening to a song on the radio and the lyrics to the song
spoke about how fathers and sons often grow apart and fail to communicate with each other. They fail to
speak three words to each other: I LOVE YOU.
So, I sat down and began to write a letter to my Dad. And I told him how I remembered all that he had
done for me as a child. My Mom had passed away when I was 8 years old, and my father raised my two
sisters and me by himself. I told him how thankful I was to be his son, and how he had shaped me and
helped me to grow up, and how many times people had complimented him on his parenting skills. My Dad
wasn’t a person that shared his emotions with others; he wasn’t a person that would offer a hug. And as I
was writing that letter, I realized that I had never heard my Dad say to me those three words: I LOVE YOU.
And I realized that maybe I had never said to my Dad, I LOVE YOU. So, that’s what I did in the letter. It
ended up being a rather lengthy letter; and then I mailed it.
About a week later, the phone rang. I picked up the phone and it was my Dad. He said, “Hello boy, I got
your letter.” And then he paused and then he said those three words: I LOVE YOU. And then there was a
moment of silence on both ends of the phone line.
I’m sharing this story with all of you, folks, because I hope and pray that you will take the time to speak
those words to YOUR Dad. Our lives are so busy, and we get so caught up in that busyness! But, maybe
you will be blessed as I was blessed, as my Dad was blessed. Hearing those words from my Dad and
sharing that moment of silence with him is a priceless treasure that I will NEVER forget.
When my Dad passed away, my step-Mom, Micki, invited my sisters and me to go through some old
keepsakes that my Dad had stored away. There were many photos, and yes, there were some awards for
his service in many organizations, and some jewelry. But, there in the midst of all of my Dad’s keepsakes,
after all those years, was my letter to him. Thank you, God!
Sisters and brothers, again, please write that letter, make that phone call! And share those three words: I
LOVE YOU!
Happy Father’s Day! See you around town!
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And Now There is Light

Recap of the Spaghetti Dinner and
Fundraiser Held on May 18

By Rick Backiel

By Karen Hoeppner
On May 18, the Fellowship Committee sponsored a
spaghetti dinner and fundraiser to help buy
supplies for the preschool.
There were about 40 people present enjoying
spaghetti and meatballs, salad and garlic bread,
plus dessert, of course.
There was a raffle for four prizes supplied by the
preschool - a date night basket with wine, wine
glasses and two gift cards from Prime Steak House;
a lemonade jar with lemons and lemonade mix; a
picture of sunflowers that were made by the
preschoolers; and another picture of the outline of
the state of Florida with colored fingerprints of the
preschoolers. The pictures, especially, were
priceless mementos of our precious little ones at
the preschool.

The darkness in our parking lot
has been a problem for a long
time. Paul Cartwright worked
hard at getting lights in the lot
while he was on the church
Council in charge of the facility.
He had some success adding new
lights, but funding was a
problem.

In April, at a special
Congregational meeting the
Council was authorized to spend
up to $8,300 on lights for the
parking lot. Empire Lighting was
contracted to replace all the light
bulbs and ballasts in lights that
were not working. They then
installed solar powered lights
around the parking lot near the
front entrance and illuminated the sidewalk.

A total of $372.00 was raised and will be used on
supplies that are needed.

The Fellowship Committee wants to thank all the
people who attended and who donated toward this
worthy cause. And, of course, thank you to
everyone that helped out to make this event work.
Living Waters people are wonderful!
There will be Fellowship events over the summer.
Information about them will be coming soon.
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The price for all this lighting, due to some
creative negotiations, came in at less than half
of the congregations approved price.
Now, everyone will feel much safer coming and
going to the church after dark.

Memorial Garden Gets Concrete Walkway

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser to Aid the Preschool—May 18

Preschool Class and Graduation Ceremony—May 24
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Living Waters Lutheran Church & Preschool
June 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2
Worship Service

10:00 AM

3
4
5
Council Reports Judy Johnson
Due
Memorial Service
11 AM
Worship & Music
Cmte. Meets
10:00 AM Girl Scout
Meeting

6
Community
Dinner

7
AA Meeting

8

14
AA Meeting

15

21
AA Meeting

22

28
AA Meeting

29

8:00 PM

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Bread & Pastry
Ministry

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM

x
9
Pentecost (Whit
Sunday)

10
Church Council
Meeting 1:00 PM

11

12

13
Bread & Pastry
Ministry

Worship Service

10:00 AM

16
Trinity Sunday
(1st Sunday
After Pentecost)
Worship Service

NWPCCA
17

8:00 PM

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM

18
Girl Scout
Meeting

19

7:00 PM

20
Community
Dinner

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM

8:00 PM

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Bread & Pastry
Ministry

10:00 AM

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM

23
Worship Service

24

25

26

27
Bread & Pastry
Ministry

10:00 AM

8:00 PM

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM

30
Worship Service

10:00 AM

Pentecost — Sunday, June 9 — Wear Red
“Acts 2: 1-4
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a noise like a strong,
blowing wind came from heaven and filled the
whole house where they were sitting. They saw
something like flames of fire that were separated
and stood over each person there. They were all

filled with the Holy Spirit, and they began to speak
different languages by the power the Holy Spirit was
giving them.”
The paraments are changed to red for Pentecost.
Red symbolizes the fire of the Holy Spirit and the
blood of Christ.
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Happy Birthday
Surprise someone on the list by
sending a birthday greeting.
June 1
June 2
June 3
June 4
June 11
June 17
June 21
June 26
June 28

Kathy Rybicki
Shirley Feeney
Katherine Grant
Rosalee Horn
Bill Wakefield
Jose Hernandez
Kari Reece
Barb Bruno
Dru Munson

Physical Address
Living Waters Lutheran Church
and Preschool
12475 Chancellor Blvd,
Port Charlotte, FL 33953

Council Members:

Mailing Address
PO Box 8064, North Port, FL 34290

Joanne Carlock, President/
Fellowship
941-426-5434
jcarlock99@yahoo.com

941-625-8090
www.livingwaterslutheran.com
Church Office: Kris Dines
kris@livingwaterslutheran.com
Pastor Lyle Truitt:
plylet65@gmail.com
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-Noon, Mon-Thurs.

Rick Backiel, Co-Chair Property
Maintenance
941-769-3903
rbackiel@verizon.net

Carolann Cortese, Small Groups
941-429-0422
carolanncortese@aol.com
Jane Fundyga, Financial Sec/
Member Care
941-240-6406
jfundyga@gmail.com

Sue Hill, Secretary
941-255-9089
suehill1947@aol.com
Clint Shantz, Treasurer
941-914-3071
shantz4102@comcast.net
Bill Steen, Co-Chair Property Maint.
352-445-9476
crcrafter1@gmail.com
Kim Vaughan, Vice Pres./
Worship Liaison
443-277-6306
Notmuchafraid@hotmail.com

T h e M e s s e n g e r is published monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church with printed copies distributed the
last Sunday of each month. Copies are also available at: www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via email distribution.
To have information included in the newsletter, please write your content and send it to Barb Cartwright, editor and
publisher: anchorstitch@aol.com or phone 941-743-4770. Articles must be submitted by the 21st of each month. Articles may be edited.

If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please
email Pastor Truitt at plylet65@gmail.com or call 941-625-8090.
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