
  

 

  The Messenger   
   N e w s  a b o u t  o u r  c h u r c h ,   

   o u r  m i n i s t r i e s  a n d  o u r  p e o p l e  
 

J u l y  2 0 1 9  
                   Living Waters Lutheran Church and Preschool 

“I say this because I know what I am planning for you,” says the Lord. “I have good 

plans for you, not plans to hurt you.”        Jeremiah 29:11 

From Karen—Bishop Suarez led the assembly and was 
dynamic … and funny. The theme of the assembly was 
VITALITY. And it was surely full of vitality, from all the 
speakers and programs during the three days. 
 

One of the programs was called “Holy Humor.” A 
comedian, Al Ernst, did a humorous routine on Thursday 
afternoon, and Friday morning and afternoon. 
 

Another program was GLOBAL MISSIONS 
for World Hunger. The countries 
involved Cuba, Haiti, Guyana, Surinam 
and a college in the West Indies of 
Jamaica. The donations from our 
Multicultural Dinner went to this fund. 
On Thursday , there was an afternoon 
panel with a Jewish Rabbi and two 
Muslins, one an Imam. They spoke about 
relationships to God, to each other and 
to the World. It was very enlightening. 
 

The logo of the assembly was a big 
sunburst with the words, “All will be 
made Alive in Christ” 1 Cor. 15:22. 
 

From Marty—It was so thrilling to be in a room full of over 
400 Lutherans...pastors, deacons, lay persons, synod 
officers and even our Bishop, Pedro Suarez. We heard 
from so many knowledgeable and incredible people...even 
had a video message from the ELCA Bishop, Elizabeth 
Eaton, from the streets of Chicago. 

We were so pleased with the number of 
youth in attendance, both as voting 
members and interested persons. We were introduced to 
all and some of them spoke...beautifully. It is so wonderful 
to hear young people speak of their relationship to Christ 
and to their church.  
 

One of the presentations I liked the best was the report by 
the VP of the Synod, Cheryl Stuart. She was dynamic and 

full of passion as she told of the church’s 
involvement in societal issues...particularly 
about women, the LGBTQ community, and 
the importance of family especially in the 
area of immigration. 
 

When the Rev. Sharon Baglyous of the 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 
spoke of their work including the great 
number of quilts that are distributed...well, 
all I could picture was how this sanctuary 
looks with all our quilts lined up on the pews. 
 

I found it very interesting to hear how our 
church is working in Northern Florida in response to 
hurricane Michael. Pastor Stan Wicket shared photos of 
the complete and utter devastation that area 
experienced. The Lutherans are still there even though 
the Red Cross has left because of lack of funds. 
 

 

Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly Report from June 6-8, 2019 
Excerpts from the congregational reports by  

Karen Hoeppner and Marty Savard 
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 From the Pastor   
      

By Rev. Lyle Truitt 

 

 

 

For everything there is a season,  
And a time for every matter under heaven… 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 

IT’s SUMMERTIME! 
 

Dear friends, 
 

Here we are in the middle of the summer season, and what is it that’s on MY mind?  
 

What do YOU remember about the days of summer? 
 

How about: roasting wieners,      playing tag in the rain,      eating breakfast in my pajamas in the grass, 
seeing animals and faces in the clouds,      flying kites,      skipping stones across the lake,      watching my 
Dad make blueberry pancakes for all my friends on Saturday mornings,  
 

going to church and getting another gold star,  
 

sipping snow cones,      picking blackberries and sneezing my head off,      catching a toad and wondering if 
I’ll get warts,      listening to rain fall on the roof of the tent,      watching shooting stars,      hearing the 
loons across the lake at sunset,  
 

going to church and falling asleep during the sermon,  
 

eating a whole bag of BBQ chips,      driving to Indiana and sleeping in the back of the station wagon, 
getting carsick and puking out of the window,      having a race on stilts,      being picked for a Little League 
baseball team,      watching a Saturday matinee at the downtown movie theatre, 
 

 going to church and not having to wear a bowtie,  
 

riding my bike to the library,      catching lightning bugs,      mowing the yard EVERY week,      learning to fly 
fish,      hearing the sounds of the ice cream truck,      sleeping over with friends and playing monopoly all 
night,      having fish fries,  

 

going to church  and having a church picnic all afternoon,  
 

walking barefoot in the ditch,      saving money for the carnival,      spitting watermelon seeds,      building a 
tree house for boys only but inviting my girlfriend,      walking barefoot in the grass and stepping on a bee, 
churning homemade ice cream,      and going to church ……….. 
 

HAVE A MEMORABLE SUMMER… 
AND DON’T FORGET… 

 
THE GOING TO CHURCH PART… 

 
See you around town!  Pastor Lyle 
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 The Council voted to renew our current insurance 
policy for our church and property, and there will 
be a minimal increase in cost. 
  

 The parking lot lighting improvement was 
completed and the final bill was hundreds of 
dollars below the estimated expense. Good work 
by Rick Backiel! What an amazing improvement it 
is. Check it out some night! 

 

 In the absence of Judy Johnson, the Council has 
voted to fill two positions. The first position will 
be a music Director who will plan and coordinate 
worship services with the pastor, as well as direct 
the choir. The second position is a pianist who 
will play at all worship services, as well as 
rehearse with the choir. We will keep the 
congregation aware of our progress with these 
two staff positions. 

 

 The Council voted to approve that Kris Dines, our 
church secretary will now be a salaried staff 
member of our church rather than an hourly staff 
member. And she will be blessed with an increase 
in her compensation (which has not occurred for 
several years). 

 

 The Long Range Planning Committee/Team has 
requested a meeting with the Council . The main 

focus of that meeting will be to discuss the need 
for a marketing leader for Living Waters Lutheran. 
That meeting will be scheduled and held in 
September. 

 

 After the memorial service for Judy Johnson, 
Pastor Lyle was asked by Eric, her son, if we 
would bury her remains/ashes in our memory/
memorial garden. Pastor Lyle reviewed the 
current policies/procedures for the memorial 
garden, and discovered that the ashes in the past 
have only been scattered throughout the garden 
and it was done privately by the pastor. Pastor 
Lyle asked the Council if they would be open to a 
change whereby the ashes would be buried (like 
in most memorial gardens) with an internment 
worship service with family members and friends 
present. He will create a map of the garden and 
begin to keep a historical record of who died and 
who was buried and where in the garden the 
ashes were buried. The place of burial in the 
garden itself would NOT be marked in any way. 
Pastor Lyle confirmed that we do not have to 
have a permit to do so. The Council voted to 
make that change, and so, an internment of Judy 
Johnson’s ashes will be quickly scheduled. 

Update from June 10 Council Meeting 
By Pastor Lyle 

August 
Fellowship Committee Event 

Chair Joanne Carlock and Karen Hoeppner 
 
Watch for an exciting, fun-filled event in early 
August sponsored by the Fellowship Com-
mittee. The suspense is building. Stay tuned. 

Memorial Service for Judy Johnson 
 

A very moving and beautiful memorial service was 
held on June 4 for Judy Johnson. As noted above, her 
ashes will be buried in our memorial garden . 

Picture  and text by Barb Cartwright 
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The stained glass windows in our sanctuary… 
Excerpts from a sermon by (Pr.) Joel Olson and edited by Barb Cartwright) 

The stained glass windows that adorn our sanctuary were dedicated in April of 2003. 
“They were designed by a resident of North Port. Gerie Peterson was an elementary 
teacher, who went on to work with corporate businesses to develop their particular 
media presentations. In an early retirement, she combined her professional 

experience with her hobby of working with stained glass, and developed windows for churches in Florida 
and the mid-west. 
 

For our church building—chase and clean and uncluttered — the artist believed, that the pictures and 
figures should be simple and direct, with no hidden symbolism to cause confusion or require 
interpretation. Additionally it was deemed desirable to admit as much 
natural light as possible surrounding the central figures. Accordingly, large 
pieces of lightly tinted glass — what is called “French water glass” — 
support the primary design located in the center of each panel. Each 
window cost about $1,000 at the time of their creation. Several were 
placed here in memory of loved ones, while many smaller contributions 
enabled the whole array to be completed without delay. 
 

The absence of faces allow for a personal application of the theme of each 
window. “ 
 

When glass for the Jesus and the Children window was chosen, the artist 
chose red glass for one of the children with Jesus. This is because when 
she visited the congregation, a young girl in the Deemer family caught her 
attention. That young girl was blessed with bright red hair and she is 
memorialized in the window enjoying Jesus’ teaching and his 
welcoming embrace. 

Theresa Bowman 
  322 San Remo Ave 
  North Port, FL 34287 
  702-461-5271 
  vanceandterry@gmail.com 
  
Nancy Chow 
  5688 Mashie Circle 
  North Port, FL 34287 
  978-761-9796 
  nancymchow@yahoo.com 
 
Mary Citrone 
  7459 Muncey Rd. 
  NorthPort, FL 7287 
  941-416-6636 

Carmine Tortora 
  5688 Mashie Circle 
  North Port, FL 34287 
  978-985-9874 
  carmpoetic@yahoo.com 
 

Richard & Ann Voelker 
  5759 Sable Trace Dr. #101 
  North Port, FL 34287 
  941-468-9674 

WELCOME to New Members Received on June 2 

Theresa Bowman,  Mary Citrone, Richard & Ann Voelker, Nancy Chow, Carmine Tortora 

Photo by Paul Cartwright 
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 Living Waters Lutheran Church & Preschool — July 2019  

 

 
  1 

Council 
Reports Due 

Worship & 
Music Cmte. 
Meets 

10:00 AM 

2 3 4 5 

AA Meeting 
8:00 PM 

6 

7 

Worship 
Service 

10:00 AM 

8 

Church 
Council Meet-
ing 

1:00 PM 

9 10 11 

Bread & Pastry 
Ministry 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

NWPCCA 
7:00 PM 

12 

AA Meeting 
8:00 PM 

13 

14 

Worship 
Service 

10:00 AM 

15 16 17 18 

Community 
Dinner 

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Bread & Pastry 
Ministry 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

19 

AA Meeting 
8:00 PM 

20 

21 

Worship 
Service 

10:00 AM 

22 23 24 25 

Bread & Pastry 
Ministry 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

26 

AA Meeting 
8:00 PM 

27 

28 

Worship 
Service 

10:00 AM 

29 30 31     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

July 3 Deb Poe 
July 6 JoAnn Dorrough 
 Donna Suchy 
July 12 Larry Nelson 
July 13 Ercell Wade 
July 18 Nick Winiecke 
July 21 Phyllis Shantz 
July 27 Stan Bliss 
July 29 Megan Houser 
July 31 Bonnie Jensen 

         Christine Norton 

Surprise someone on the list by sending a birthday 
greeting. 
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T h e  M e s s e n g e r  is  published monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church with printed copies distributed the 
last Sunday of each month.  Copies are also available at: www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via email distribution. 
 

To have information included in the newsletter, please write your content and send it to Barb Cartwright, editor and 
publisher: anchorstitch@aol.com or phone 941-743-4770. Articles must be submitted by the 21st of each month. Arti-
cles  may be edited. 

Physical Address 
Living Waters Lutheran Church  
  and Preschool 
   12475 Chancellor Blvd, 
   Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
 

Mailing Address 
   PO Box 8064, North Port, FL 34290 
 

941-625-8090   
www.livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Church Office: Kris Dines 
   kris@livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Pastor Lyle Truitt: 
   plylet65@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-Noon, Mon-Thurs. 

 If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please 
email Pastor Truitt at plylet65@gmail.com or call 941-625-8090.  

Council Members: 
 

Rick Backiel, Co-Chair Property 
                                Maintenance 
   941-769-3903 
   rbackiel@verizon.net 
 

Joanne Carlock, President/ 
                     Fellowship 
   941-426-5434 
   jcarlock99@yahoo.com 
 
Carolann Cortese, Small Groups 
   941-429-0422 
  carolanncortese@aol.com 
 

Jane Fundyga, Financial Sec/ 
                        Member Care 
   941-240-6406 
   jfundyga@gmail.com 

 
 

Sue Hill, Secretary 
   941-255-9089 
   suehill1947@aol.com 
 

Clint Shantz, Treasurer 
   941-914-3071 
   shantz4102@comcast.net 
 

Bill Steen, Co-Chair Property Maint. 
   352-445-9476 
   crcrafter1@gmail.com 
 

Kim Vaughan, Vice Pres./ 
                      Worship Liaison 
   443-277-6306 
   Notmuchafraid@hotmail.com 

Woman with a  Mission  - Ashley Mock 
Information and pictures submitted by Patty Mock, Ashley’s mother 

 
The picture on the left was taken at Lilongwe Airport in Malawi.  Ashley is in the middle holding the bigger 
banner on the right. They met the new volunteers at the airport and spent some time training them, then 
the volunteers met up with their host families.  The one on the right is of the new Peace Corps volunteers 
(standing) and they are meeting their host families (sitting on the ground). Ashley is now back at her site. 


