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                   Living Waters Lutheran Church and Preschool 

If anyone belongs to Christ, there is a new creation. The old things have gone; everything is 
made new? .. 2 Corinthians 5:17 

Blessed New Year 

A Message from Stewardship and your 
Treasurer: 

By  Rich Pelto 
 

As we all switch our calendars to 2022 and 
begin a New Year with New Challenges, I want 
to again thank everyone for their response to 
the ongoing call for support of our church, Liv-
ing Waters.  
 

Our recent Stewardship campaign saw an equal 
number of pledges returned as last year, but 
we were blessed with a 7% increase in the 
amount of dollars pledged. Those additional 
dollars will enable us to continue to carry out 
our mission as well as make improvements to 
our programs and worship services. 
 

From the financial standpoint, we continue to 
remain stable due to your ongoing and con-
sistent support. The Year End financials will be 
available for your review in the Annual Report 
along with your Church Councils proposed 
Budget for 2022. 
 

Rich Pelto 
Stewardship & Treasurer 

Kim Vaughan, Ginny Strueder, Gayle Backiel, Deb Allen, 
Tom Allen, Steve Vaughan, and Rick Backiel 

Christmas Carolers 

Living Waters continues to Bless those in 
need 

by Kris Dines 

Once again our congregation has helped so many 

people in our surrounding neighborhood for the 

holidays.  We as a church family were able to feed 

over 35 families for Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Your generosity continues to shine through year 

after year.  The Community Meals Team would like 

to say thank you for your continued support of our 

annual request to help feed our local friends in 

need.   
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 From the Pastor   
      

By Rev. Lyle Truitt 
 
“Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me Your paths; guide me in Your truth and 

teach me, for YOU are God my Savior, and my hope is in You all day long.” 
Psalm 25: 4-5 

 
Greetings Sisters and Brothers, 
 

And Happy New Year! 
 

You know, from the very beginning of this Pandemic (that we are still experiencing today), I have hoped 
and prayed that God would use this disruptive time in our church life, to change us, as individuals and 
households, and to grow us as a church. And God has been more than faithful to us through this most 
challenging of years---providing for us, sustaining us, and yes, EVEN growing us, and keeping us 
connected with each other.  
 

And YOU have been faithful, as well, giving and serving and most importantly praying. We never passed 
an offering plate, and yet we met our budget. You gave generously! I’m so grateful for each one of you, 
and the unique contribution you make to Living Waters simply by being yourself and being present in 
any and every season of our church. 
 

And I’m grateful, too, for the Living Waters staff, and for our Church Council members and for our 
blessed Deacons. I’m thankful for their dedicated and resilient and adaptive servant-leadership this past 
year. I believe we have found strength and wisdom as well as joy and peace through our partnership 
through it all.  
 

As we look to the future, we have learned that in-person and online ministry will work in tandem to 
reach and serve more people, with greater impact, than ever before in our history. 
 

Yes, as we look to a new church year, I have concluded that it’s not about getting “BACK” to where we 
were, but about moving “forward” with God as He leads us into the next chapter of Living Waters’ story. 
I’m confident that all of us are so eager to re-connect with everyone that we’ve missed these past years, 
as well as those whom we haven’t met yet who may be looking for a spiritual connection! 
 

So, resolve to keep happy! Let’s not allow any virus to eliminate our ability to laugh at ourselves! And 
please know this: your faithful friendship and your faithful love and trust in Jesus Christ has made a 
difference in at least the life of one person, MYSELF! 
 

See you around town! 
Pastor Lyle 
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Fellowship Report of the December Breakfast with Santa and Lunch with Santa 

By Karen Hoeppner 
 

We had a great time at the Breakfast with Santa on December 11. Jerry 
Pauley and Kari Reece made delicious pancakes for the event. There were 
about 35 children from the Preschool and 70 adults that enjoyed the 
pancakes, decorated Christmas cookies, did crafts, and told Santa what 
they wanted him to bring them. Deb Allen, Brooklyn and Bria Carlock were 
Santa’s elves and handed out goody bags and candy canes to all the 
children. 
 

We also had very successful Lunch with Santa for the children with sensory 
problems. Chicken Nuggets and Mac and Cheese were served to 25 children plus about 50 adults. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy the lunch. The children decorated Christmas cookies, did crafts, and gave Santa their 
Christmas wishes. Nikki Tilton from Clara’s Clubhouse brought some sensory games for the children to play . 

 

 

We want to thank all the wonderful volunteers who helped with these events. I think we all enjoyed it 
almost as much as the children. 
 

OUR NEXT FELLOWSHIP EVENT is January 8, 2022, from 6—8 p.m. with a Wine and Cheese Party. This event 
is always a lot of fun and you can taste a variety of wines. If each person/couple brings a bottle of wine, it 
makes it interesting to try the different flavors. Cheese and crackers will be furnished and also some non-
alcoholic drinks. There will be some great entertainment to listen to while you’re enjoying your wine and 
cheese. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex, please sign if you plan to come. 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  Our Multi-Cultural Event is coming up on February 12. This has always been a fun and tasty 
evening. We are looking to feature 5 different countries, so if you’re interested in participating, please let us 
know. Meetings will be scheduled to lay out the plans for this event. 
 

Do you like to take pictures? We are in need of someone to take pictures at the Fellowship Events.  We 
submit them for the newsletter and also to Kris to put on the Living Waters Web Page. Please see Pastor, 
Joanne, or myself if you are interested. 
 

Coming Soon, a New Photo Directory 
By Gayle Backiel 

 

We are getting a new photo directory!  We hope to have everyone at Living Waters Lutheran Church 
included.  Everyone who gets their picture taken for the directory will get a free 8 x 10 photo and a copy 
of the completed book. You will also have the option to buy some pictures if you like. The photographers 
will be here the weekend of February 11-13. We will begin scheduling appointments on January 9, 2022.  
We would love to see your smiling face in the new book. 



  

 Living Waters Lutheran Church & Preschool — January 2022  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 

2 

 

 

3 

 

4 

Prayer Team Bible 
 

5 

 
 

Preschool Chapel 
 

6 

Community Dinner 
 

 
 

7 

 
 

8 

 

9 

 

 

10 

 

11 

Prayer Team Bible 
 

12 

Screen-
ing 

Preschool Chapel 
 

13 

 
 

 
 

14 

 
 

15 

16 

 

 

17 

 

18 

Prayer Team Bible 
 

19 

 
 

Preschool Chapel 
 

20 

Community Dinner 
 

 
 

21 

 
 

22 

23 

 

 

24 25 

Prayer Team Bible 
 

26 

Preschool Chapel 
 

27 

 
 

 
 

28 

 
 

29 

30 

 

 

31   

The meeting opened with a devotion and prayer. 
Minutes of the previous meeting, on Nov. 9, were 
approved. 
 

Approximately 50% of pledge cards have been 
received to date with more expected by the end of 
year. 
 

The events with Santa at both the breakfast and 
the lunch were very successful. A video of the 
children’s Christmas Program was shown at the 
Dec. 12 church service. 
 

It was decided that actual candles would be used at 
the Christmas Eve service this year. Additional 

chairs would be set up in the Narthex. One 
additional pew will be opened for seating on the 
Lectern side, and the Communion team can choose 
individually to wear a mask during distribution or 
not. 
 

Babe Hillegass, Karen Hoeppner and Bill Steen (2nd 
term) were elected to 3-year terms on the council. 
 

Pres. Bitler and Treasurer Pelto will  present a 
budget at the annual meeting on Jan 23. 
 

The next council meeting will be Monday. Jan. 10, 
at 1 p.m. The meeting closed with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

Council Meeting Recap - December 13, 2021 
Submitted by Barb Cartwright, Council Secretary 
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Surprise someone on the list by sending a birthday 
greeting. 

 

Jan. 4 Wanda Boeck 
 Pastor Lyle Truitt 
Jan. 6 Nancy Chow 
Jan. 9 Ellie Kettler 
Jan. 14 Debbi Fiore 
Jan. 15 Ray Fundyga 
Jan. 16 Marilyn Morley 
 Wally Schleehauf 
Jan. 23 Bonnie Cummins 
 Kris Dines 
Jan. 25 James Bremer 
Jan. 27 Jeannette Asleson 
 Susan Hogrefe 

 

T h e  M e s s e n g e r  is  published monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church with printed copies distributed the 
last Sunday of each month.  Copies are also available at: www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via email distribution. 
 

To have information included in the newsletter, please write your content and send it to Barb Cartwright, editor and 
publisher: anchorstitch@aol.com or phone 941-743-4770. Articles must be submitted by the 21st of each month. Arti-
cles  may be edited. 

Physical Address 
Living Waters Lutheran Church  
  and Preschool 
   12475 Chancellor Blvd, 
   Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
 

Mailing Address 
   PO Box 8064, North Port, FL 34290 
 

941-625-8090   
www.livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Church Office: Kris Dines 
   kris@livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Pastor Lyle Truitt: 
   plylet65@gmail.com 
 

Deacons: 
   Kim Vaughan           Steve Vaughan 
   notmuchafraid  captainhappi 
       @hotmail.com     @hotmail.com 
     

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-Noon, Mon-Thurs. 

 If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please 
email Pastor Truitt at plylet65@gmail.com or call 941-625-8090.  

Happy Birthday  

Council Members: 
 

Craig Bitler, President/Property 
   941-234-6311 
   cdbitler@comcast.net 
 
Joanne Carlock, Vice  
   President/ Fellowship 
   941-426-5434 
   jcarlock99@yahoo.com 
 
Barb Cartwright, Secretary 
   941-743-4770 
   anchorstitch@aol.com 
 
Babe Hillegass 
   941-429-0324 
   joeann.babe@comcast.net 
 
 

 
 

Karen Hoeppner 
   941-429-0521 
   angelrabbit6@comcast.net 
 
Marty Savard, Financial Sec/ 
                        Member Care 
   941-766-6139 
   savardmarty@comcast.net 
   
Rich Pelto, Treasurer 
   941-426-9160 
   randdjpelto@gmail.com 
 
Bill Steen, Property Maint. 
   352-445-9476 
   billysteen11@gmail.com 


