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Wine and Cheese Party

Help Un-Decorate the Church
Kim Vaughan, Organizer

Saturday, January 12
6 p.m.
Come and enjoy a sampling of
various wines paired with your
favorite cheese.
Everyone is asked to bring a bottle of their favorite
wine (or soft drink if you prefer). The cheese and
crackers will be provided by the Fellowship Committee.

Help is needed to “takedown” the Chrismons,
the wreathes, the trees,
and all other Advent and
Christmas decorations. If
you can help, please
come on
Saturday,
January 5, at
10 a.m.

Breakfast With Santa Recap
Joanne Carlock and Karen Hoeppner, Co-Chair
Pastor Lyle, Photographer
The Breakfast with Santa was a great success.
Over 120 children and their parents and caregivers enjoyed delicious pancakes, cooked by
Chef Jerry Pauley. Then they visited with Santa
and Mrs. Claus, decorated cookies, and made
several crafts.

The Fellowship Committee wishes to thank everyone who came and volunteered, helping with crafts,
decorating cookies, serving pancakes, setting up and
cleaning up. Also special thanks to Susan D'Amico,
her daughter, and all of her friends who gave us
their time also.

God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5“

From the Pastor
By Rev. Lyle Truitt
Commit to the Lord whatever you do,
and your plans will succeed.
Proverbs 16:3
Dear Friends,
Well now, what are YOUR plans for the new year?
Without a plan, so they say, the year that lies ahead will just speed by like all of the other years of your
lifetime. You’ll be scratching your head and wondering, “what happened!”

I’m one of those folks that God gifts with ideas in the middle of the night. I try to remember to keep a pad
and pencil at my bedside…otherwise, I end up writing on envelopes or newspapers or magazines.

As I often do, I opened my Bible to the concordance in the back and I looked up the word
“resolution” and low and behold it’s not there. But, the word “commit” is there. By the way, the
word resolve means to decide to do something. The word commit means to devote oneself
unreservedly to doing something. What a difference!
Many people aren’t surprised if we tell them that we didn’t end up keeping our resolutions. But
breaking one’s commitment is different. We don’t like to talk about that!
I want to suggest to you that you and I must make a commitment to talk to God more often this
coming year. You and I must commit to setting aside some time each day to study the Word of
God and then to talk to God in prayer.
I know that making this kind of commitment will help us in all of the other areas of our lives
that need to be “fixed.”
By leaning upon Him, we can lose some weight. (P. Lyle needs to lose some pounds!) We can
stop smoking. We can find more time to spend with our family. We can become the faithful
disciples of Jesus Christ that God intends us to be…as we continue to witness, and to serve, and
to care, and to encourage in Jesus’ name.
By committing ourselves to spending time with our Lord, we have a much better opportunity to
achieve all those “other things” we hope to achieve in our lives.
I hope that you’ll join me in making this commitment!
Have a blessed New Year!
Pastor Lyle
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COMMITMENT

Recently, I had one of those moments. I awoke with the idea that I should focus on
commitments for the New Year, rather than resolutions. Resolutions just don’t seem to get it
for me.

Our church offers many opportunities for each of us to express our talents. Maybe you have skills and
talents and a calling to volunteer in the following areas:

ARCHIVAL HELP WANTED - Our church is in need of a few good photographers and archivists to help
keep the photos of church events and to record the activities of our Church family.
Carol Sutton will be stepping back as both photographer, collage maker and helping with the historical
collection. Special thanks to Carol who has worked tirelessly in these archival functions. Contact Dru
Munson if this service is of interest to you.

COMMUNITY DINNER HELP NEEDED — The Community Meals Team is short handed when it comes to
cleaning up the kitchen and dining room after the dinners served on the first and third Thursday of the
month. Please consider volunteering in this capacity. If you have questions or wish to make the
commitment, contact Kris in the church office.

Ashley Mock, a Woman with a Mission

Souper Thanks!

A note from Ashley relayed through her mom, Patty

Judy Johnson

"Thank you so very much to my Living Waters Family.
Your very generous gift is greatly appreciated. I think
of my Living Waters Family often and hope you all had
a Very Merry Christmas." Ashley

Ashley has been
working with her
brothers and
sisters in Malawi
teaching them
how to graft
trees.
Note: The gift was $275.00 that she will be able to use
to get items she needs."
The Church Council
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Many thanks to Valerie Biassi and Marty Savard
for coordinating the Advent mid-week soup
suppers. Your willingness to serve is much
appreciated. Also thanks to those who provided
the delicious soups for us to enjoy each
Wednesday evening. This was a wonderful time
for us to enjoy one another’s company.

AMOS BIBLE STUDY
The Bible study on the Book of Amos
which Pastor Joel previously announced for
the Wednesdays of January has been
postponed. Classes will happen in
February. Pastor Joel will be having cataract
surgery in January.

NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
A Congregational Meeting will be held the 4th Sunday of January, as specified in the Bylaws of the
Church. So, on Jan. 27, after the 10 a.m. service, the meeting will be held to approve the budget and the
annual report. All members of the church are encouraged to attend this meeting. Associate members are
also encouraged to attend, but do not have voting privileges.
NEW MEMBERS TO THE CHURCH COUNCIL—Please welcome four individuals who have accepted the call
to be on the church council for the next year.
Carolann Cortese
Sue Hill
Clint Schantz
Bill Steen
(Watch for a short biography of these individuals in an upcoming Newsletter.)
Special recognition and thanks for your time and service goes out to council members who are leaving the
council:
Gayle Backiel, council president;
Larry Nelson, at large member;
Mike Poe, treasurer; and
Gary Hiltz, stewardship and co-chair of property maintenance.

Field Trip to Islamic Mosque is Being
Planned

THANKSGIVING OFFERING –
PAYING IT FORWARD

Pr. Joel Olsen

The Thanksgiving Eve Service offering totaled
$318. Contributions were made to Meals on
Wheels and to the Community Meals Program at
$159 each.

If you are interested in this kind of learning
experience, please let Pastor Joel know. Plans
are being made to visit the Islamic Society of
Sarasota in January or February. We can
broaden our appreciation of this third religion
that shares some of our Old Testament
scriptures, yet remains confusing and
misunderstood. Perhaps we could think of our
Muslim neighbors as cousins we haven’t yet
met. Welcome!

Thank you for your generosity.

THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS DINNERS
Thank you to everyone who helped with our
annual Thanksgiving and Christmas Day dinners.
What a blessing you all are! This year we were
able to help 68 families in need of a holiday meal.
Your continued donations, time and support are
much appreciated. Thanks again.
Your Community Meals Team
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Living Waters Lutheran Church & Preschool — Month 2018
SUN

MON

TUE
1

WED

THUR

FRI

2

3

4

Cut Ups
(9:00-11:00 AM)
Prayer Team Bible
Study (12:00 PM)

Community Dinner
(4:00 to 6:00 PM)
Bread/Pastry
Ministry
(4:00 to 4:30 PM
Choir Practice
(5:00 PM)

AA Meeting
(8:00 PM)

SAT
5

6

7

10

11

12

Council Reports
Due
Worship & Music
Committee
(10 AM)

8
Prayer Shawl
Group
(4:00-5:30 PM)
Girl Scout Meet
(5:30 to 7PM)

9

Worship Service
(10:00 AM)
Sunday School
(10:00 AM)

Cut Ups
(9:00-11:00 AM)
Preschool Chapel
(10:20 AM)
Prayer Team Bible
Study (12:00 PM)

Bread/Pastry
Ministry
(4:00 to 4:30 PM
Choir Practice
(5:00 PM)
NWPCCA
(7:00 PM)

AA Meeting
(8:00 PM)

Wine and Cheese
Party
(6:00 PM)

13

14

15

16

17Community

18

19

Epiphany
Worship Service
(10:00 AM)
Sunday School
(10:00 AM)

Church Council
Meeting
(1:00 PM)
Preschool Board of
Directors’
(5:30 PM)

Cut Ups
(9:00-11:00 AM
Preschool Chapel
(10:20 AM)
Prayer Team Bible
Study (12:00 PM)

Dinner
(4:00 to 6:00 PM)
Bread/Pastry
Ministry
(4:00 to 4:30 PM
Choir Practice
(5:00 PM)

AA Meeting
(8:00 PM)

20

21

22
23
Girl Scout Meet Cut Ups
(9:00-11:00 AM)
(5:30 to 7PM)

24

25

Bread/Pastry
Ministry
(4:00 to 4:30 PM
Choir Practice
(5:00 PM)

AA Meeting
(8:00 PM)

29

30

31

Cut Ups
(9:00-11:00 AM)
Preschool Chapel
(10:20 AM)
Prayer Team Bible
Study (12:00 PM)

Bread/Pastry Min.
(4:00 to 4:30 PM
Choir Practice
(5:00 PM)

Worship Service
(10:00 AM)
Sunday School
(10:00 AM)

27

Preschool Chapel
(10:20 AM)
Prayer Team Bible
Study (12:00 PM)

28

Worship Service
(10:00 AM)
Sunday School
(10:00 AM)
Annual Meeting
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Our Church Logo
By Carol Sutton
Some members of our congregation may not know how our church logo came to be. Carol Sutton,
church member, developed the concept for our new logo, and her brother, Bernie Guild, was kind
enough to develop the logo graphic. This logo puts the meaning of our church name into pictures. The church adopted it as our
official logo in April 2004. Every element of our beautiful logo has significance:
The CIRCLE represents eternity as it has no beginning or end. It also represents God’s creation and encircling care of us.
The DOVE OF PEACE brings joy to the viewer and a message of hope and peace. A dove brought Noah a bough of an olive tree as
a sign that the deluge of wrath was at an end and the promise that He would never destroy the earth again. It is also a symbol of
the Holy Spirit as taken from the story of Jesus’ baptism, where the heavens were opened to Him and He saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove. (Matt 3-16)
The WATER is the symbol of our church name, Living Waters Lutheran Church. Our church’s bible verse is found at John 7:38, “. . .
out of His heart shall flow rivers of living waters”. Jesus used the term “living water” here as a symbol for the Holy Spirit. Jesus is
the fountain where living water is found. Water also represents 5baptism and salvation. God commands ,“Go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matt: 28-19)

More Breakfast with Santa Photos

Pastor Lyle, Photographer
Physical Address
Living Waters Lutheran Church
and Preschool
12475 Chancellor Blvd,
Port Charlotte, FL 33953
Mailing Address
PO Box 8064, North Port, FL 34290
941-625-8090
www.livingwaterslutheran.com
Church Office: Kris Dines
kris@livingwaterslutheran.com
Pastor Lyle Truitt:
plylet65@gmail.com

Council Members:
Rick Backiel, Property Maintenance
941-769-3903
rbackiel@verizon.net

Sue Hill
941-255-9089
suehill1947@aol.com

Joanne Carlock, Vice Pres/
Fellowship
941-426-5434
jcarlock99@yahoo.com

Clint Schantz, Treasurer
941-914-3071
shantz4102@comcast.net

Carolann Cortese
941-429-0422
carolanncortese@aol.com
Jane Fundyga, Financial Sec/
Member Care
941-240-6406
jfundyga@gmail.com

Bill Steen
352-445-9476
crcrafter1@gmail.com
Kim Vaughan, Secretary/
Worship Liaison
443-277-6306
Notmuchafraid
@hotmail.com

T h e M e s s e n g e r is published monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church with printed copies distributed the
last Sunday of each month. Copies are also available at: www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via email distribution.
To have information included in the newsletter, please write your content and send it to Barb Cartwright, editor and
publisher: anchorstitch@aol.com or phone 941-743-4770. Articles must be submitted by the 21st of each month. Articles may be edited.

If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please
email Pastor Truitt at plylet65@gmail.com or call 941-625-8090.
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