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   N e w s  a b o u t  o u r  c h u r c h ,   

   o u r  m i n i s t r i e s  a n d  o u r  p e o p l e  
 

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 9  
                   Living Waters Lutheran Church and Preschool 

A thief comes to steal and kill and destroy, but I came to give life — life in all its fullness“ 

John 10:10 

 
Multicultural Dinner 

 
Saturday, February 23 

6 p.m. 
 

The next event planned by the Fellowship 
Committee is a Multicultural Dinner, on 
Saturday, February 23, at 6 p.m. 
 

The Committee invited members of the 
congregation to come together for a planning 
meeting after Church on January 20. At that 
meeting, the following countries/ethnic 
groups, and a leader for each, were chosen to 
be represented at the dinner: 
 

 Africa—Ercell Wade 
 Norway—Bunny Olsen 
 Sweden—Marty Savard 
 Mexico—Loni Truitt 
 Italy—Rick Backiel 
 Hawaii—Bev Simas 
 

Anyone who has memorabilia, photographs or 
postcards, recipes, personal stories, songs or 
dances pertaining to these countries and 
would be willing to share, please contact these 
leaders. We would like to involve as many 
people as possible in this event. The next 
planning meeting will be held after Church on 
Sunday, February 3. We hope to see you then. 

BIBLE STUDY: Amos and Hosea 
By Pr. Joel 

 

Pastor’s Bible Study will resume on the Wednesdays 
in February. Pastor Joel will help us appreciate the Old 
Testament prophets Amos and Hosea. They are 
important books because they contain the Word of 
God for God’s people, yet remain unfamiliar. We meet 
in the Fellowship Hall, 6:30-7:45 p.m., on 
Wednesdays, February 6, 13, 20 and 27.  
 

Optional preparation—read through the book of 
Amos. Anyone is welcome, even if you have never 
attended a Bible class, this is an opportunity to grow 
in faith and fellowship. Welcome! 
 
 

MOSQUE VISIT 
 

We have a date to visit the Islamic Mosque in 
Sarasota on Friday, February 22. This will be a day-
time road-trip; congregational worship is at 1:30 p.m. 
We are hoping for a time for Q and A. There may be a 
cost if we arrange for a bus. Details are still being 
worked out, and these will be shared in the Sunday 
bulletin as we get them. Sign up your interest to 
attend on the sign-up sheet in the narthex, or speak 
with Pr. Joel (920-203-3457). 
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 From the Pastor   
      

By Rev. Lyle Truitt 

 

“Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning…. 

return to the Lord, your God… 
Joel 2: 12-13 

Greetings Dear Ones! 
 

Let’s suppose that after we left church on a particular Sunday, we locked up the doors, and none of us came back 
until two years later. Not a single person set foot on our church campus until Ash Wednesday, two years later. 
When we do come back, what would the church look like after 2 years of no care-taking? The grass would be 
overgrown and filled with fire ants. The hedges would be overgrown and uneven. Our church sign would be full of 
two years of bugs and probably so rusted we couldn’t open it. The mailbox would be so full of mail that the post 
office would have stopped trying to fill it. And because none of the bills had been paid, the power would be off and 
the entire property would be dark. 
 

Next month we begin our Lenten journey. The first day of Lent, Ash Wednesday, is March 6th. And then we will 
begin our midweek Lenten soup suppers at 6 p.m. and worship at 7 p.m. on Wednesdays. I will be introducing you 
all to the theme of those worship services very soon. 
 

But that neglected building that I wrote about in the first paragraph that is in darkness… is the world today. I think 
the words to a song by one of my favorite bands called the Eagles, describes the world today. The name of the song 
is “Hole in the World”. 
 

 “There’s a hole in the world tonight, there’s a cloud of fear and sorrow. There’s a hole in the world tonight, 
don’t let there be a hole in the world tomorrow. “Oh, they tell there’s a place over yonder, cool water running 
through the burning sand, until we love to learn to love one another, we will never reach the Promised Land.” 

 

Yes, our world today resembles a building that needs some upkeep. The Lord wants the world to turn to Him. The 
Lord wants each of us to “return to Him with fasting and with weeping and with mourning.” God is looking for 
repentance from all of us in the world. 
 

That neglected building that no one took care of for two years, is you and me. Sometimes we just lock the doors of 
our hearts, and just expect that our faith will be fine and dandy, and so we take a long vacation, thinking that when 
we come back, everything will be fine. But we know the truth, don’t we? 
 

So, as we travel through Lent this year, folks, may the Holy Spirit open our eyes to see all the more clearly the 
answer to life’s big questions about the world’s darkness. The Word of God gives us the answer to the darkness of 
the world. It reminds us that human wisdom and strength searches in vain for the answers, but the Word of God 
reveals the answer: Christ is crucified! Christ is Risen! 

I look forward to the glory of Easter! 
 

See you around town! 
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Our church offers many opportunities for each of us to express our talents. Maybe you have skills and tal-
ents and a calling to volunteer in the following areas:  

 

Altar Care Team—The Altar Care Team is responsible for preparing the chancel for Sunday morn-

ing service. This includes dressing the altar, pulpit and lectern with the proper liturgical colored para-
ments for each Sunday; preparing the communion setup; and changing the banner. 
 

More members are needed so that the responsibility does not fall to just a few persons. This isn’t just 
a woman’s job, men are encouraged also, or possibly a husband and wife duo. Typically, the setup is 
done on Saturday and communion cleanup on Sunday after the service. Assignments are for one 
month, but this can always be split. Do you go north in the Summer? No problem, you can be respon-
sible for a winter month. Interested in finding out more? Contact Betty Drechsel at email 
bfd1934@gmail.com. 
 

Cut Ups and Prayer Shawl Ministry—The Cut-Ups meet on Wednesday mornings from 9-11 

a.m. in the church Fellowship Hall If you want to help make quilts that are distributed in the commu-
nity and to Lutheran World Relief, come and see what they are about. Yes, there are jobs for non-
sewers, and the socializing can be very uplifting. Contact Carol Lundquist for more information. 
 
Do you knit or crochet? The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month from 4-5:30 
p.m. They knit or crochet, exchange patterns and friendship as shawls are made for people in need of 
prayer and comfort, and baby caps and afghans are made to be taken to the hospital for newborns. 
Contact Char DeWitt for more information 

Ashley Mock, a Woman with a Mission 
Pictures from Ashley via her mom, Patty 

 

Ashley and some villagers have been working on 
clearing land and digging holes for the Salima Dis-
trict Tree launch ceremony. 

ELCA Women’s  
Spring Gathering 

March 23 
                                9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 

This Spring, Living Waters has the honor of hosting 
the annual Women’s Spring Gathering. It is going to 
be on March 23, from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. We will 
need a lot of help setting up and cleaning up for this 
event. If you are interested in helping, please see 
the signup sheet located in the Narthex. 

John 7:37-38  “Let anyone who is thirsty come to 
me and drink. If anyone believes in me, rivers of 
living water will flow out from that person’s heart, 
as the Scripture says.”  
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Meet our Church Council  
 

Rick Backiel, Co-chair Property Management—Rick and Gayle Backiel came to Living Waters Lutheran 
Church (LWL) in 2003 by way of the east coast of Florida, and before that from Vermont. Rick has had 
previous council experience and has also headed up many church fund 
raising dinners as chief cook. 

 
Joanne Carlock , President—Joanne and Bill Carlock moved to the area in 1992, and 
joined Living Waters shortly after. Joanne was on the church council in years past. 
Granddaughters, Brooklynn and Bria (son Ryan) come to church weekly with them, but 
they have another granddaughter also, Emily (son Joel). 

 
Carolann Cortese, Small Groups—Carolann and Kevin Cortese came to North Port from Long Island 
NY, 11 years ago when they retired. The have five children , 11 grandchildren, and  a few great-
grand children. At Living Waters, Carolann has been active in Altar Care, Home Communion, is Chair 
of the Prayer Chain, serves communion and is an usher. 
 

Jane Fundyga, Financial Secretary/Member Care—Jane and Ray moved to North Port from 
Maryland in December 2005. They joined the LWL family in the fall of 2006. Their daughter, Ruth, is 
a veterinarian in Plymouth, MA. Jane taught high school science for 32 years.  Jane says, “I love 
doing all kinds of needle work. I love traveling and listening to the adventures of others.”  

 
Sue Hill, Secretary –Sue Hill came to Port Charlotte via Michigan and Georgia about five years ago. 
Her son and his wife have four grandchildren. Sue is a former hair dresser and she loves to read. Sue 
greets you at the entrance to the church most Sundays as an usher. 
 
 

Clint Shantz, Treasurer—Clint and Phyllis Shantz joined LWL in November of 2017, when they 
built a home in North Port. They were previously members of St. Paul Lutheran in Sarasota. 
They like to travel and will yearly plan a three week “no destination drive” where they take off 
in the car and drive until dark, then see where they get to and what is in the area to see. They 
explore and drive with no specific destination, until they arrive back home. In his life before 
retirement, Clint was a public accountant. He has served as treasurer at other churches. 

 
Bill Steen, Co-chair Property Management—Bill and Kay Steen moved to Port Charlotte from 
Crystal River, Florida in 2016 to be closer to six of their 12 grandchildren. They have three 
daughters and a son living in Lynchburg, Va., Tampa,  Venice and North Port.  Aside from chasing 
grandkids, they enjoy fishing and golf. “We are so blessed to have found our new family here at 
Living Waters Church,” says Bill. 
 

Kim Vaughan, Vice President—”I lived most of my life in Maryland. Steve and I moved to 
North Port 3 ½ years ago and have been attending Living Waters Lutheran for almost three 
years.  We recently built a home in Port Charlotte.  I have always been very active in 
church.  For 30 years I was employed as a church music director, serving Methodist , 
Lutheran, and Episcopal churches. Music has always been my passion. I also have recorded 
several albums and toured in the Mid-Atlantic area singing.“ (Editor’s note: Kim also serves 
LWLC as an assisting minister, and both Kim and Steve are in classes to become Deacons. 
They also clean the church weekly.) 
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 Living Waters Lutheran Church & Preschool — February 2019  

 

SUN                MON                 TUE                WED                THUR               FRI                   SAT 

 
     

 

 
 

1 
AA Meeting 

8:00 PM 

2 

3 
Worship Service 

10:00 AM 

 

4 
Council Reports Due 
 
Worship & Music  
   Committee 

10 AM 

5 
Girl Scout Meet 

5:30 to 7 PM 

6 
Cut Ups 

9:00-11:00 AM 

Preschool Chapel 
10:20 AM 

Prayer Team Bible  
   Study     12:00 PM 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
6:30-7:45 PM 

7  

Community Dinner 
4:00 to 6:00 PM 

Bread/Pastry  
   Ministry 

4:00  to 4:30 PM 

Choir Practice 
5:00 PM 

 

8 
AA Meeting 

8:00 PM 

9 
 

10 
Worship Service 

10:00 AM 

 

11 
Church Council 
   Meeting  

1:00 PM 

Preschool Board of  
   Directors’ 

5:30 PM 

12 
Prayer Shawl Group 

4:00-5:30 PM 

13 
Cut Ups 

9:00-11:00 AM 

Preschool Chapel 
10:20 AM 

Prayer Team Bible 
   Study       12:00 PM 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
6:30-7:45 PM 

14 

Bread/Pastry  
   Ministry 

4:00  to 4:30 PM 

Choir Practice 
5:00 PM 

NWPCCA 
7:00 PM 

15 
AA Meeting 

8:00 PM 

16 
Council Retreat 

9:00 AM-2:00 PM 

17 
Worship Service 
New Members  
   Received 

10:00 AM 

 

18 19 
Girl Scout Meet 

5:30 to 7 PM 

20 
Cut Ups 

9:00-11:00 AM 

Preschool Chapel 
10:20 AM 

Prayer Team Bible  
   Study       12:00 PM 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
6:30-7:45 PM 

21 
Community Dinner 

4:00 to 6:00 PM 

Bread/Pastry  
   Ministry 

4:00  to 4:30 PM 

Choir Practice 
5:00 PM 

22 
Mosque Visit 
 
AA Meeting 

8:00 PM 

23 
Multi Cultural 
Dinner 

6:00 PM 

24 
Worship Service 

10:00 AM 

25 26 27 
Cut Ups 

9:00-11:00 AM 

Preschool Chapel 
10:20 AM 

Prayer Team Bible 
   Study       12:00 PM 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
6:30-7:45 PM 

28 
Bread/Pastry Min. 

4:00  to 4:30 PM 
Choir Practice 

5:00 PM 
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Surprise someone on the list by sending 
a birthday greeting. 

 

 Feb. 5 Carol Thornton 
 Feb. 7 May Gringni 
 Feb. 8 Harry Skelley 
 Feb. 14 Teresa Bitler 
 Feb. 15 Vicki Rabenold 
 Feb. 17 Gary Hiltz 
 Feb. 22 Connie Bliss 
 Feb. 26 Nicole Reece 
 
 

 

 

T h e  M e s s e n g e r  is  published monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church with printed copies distributed the 
last Sunday of each month.  Copies are also available at: www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via email distribution. 
 

To have information included in the newsletter, please write your content and send it to Barb Cartwright, editor and 
publisher: anchorstitch@aol.com or phone 941-743-4770. Articles must be submitted by the 21st of each month. Arti-
cles  may be edited. 

Physical Address 
Living Waters Lutheran Church  
  and Preschool 
   12475 Chancellor Blvd, 
   Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
 

Mailing Address 
   PO Box 8064, North Port, FL 34290 
 

941-625-8090   
www.livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Church Office: Kris Dines 
   kris@livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Pastor Lyle Truitt: 
   plylet65@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-Noon, Mon-Thurs. 

 If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please 
email Pastor Truitt at plylet65@gmail.com or call 941-625-8090.  

Happy Birthday  

Council Members: 
 

Rick Backiel, Co-Chair Property 
                                Maintenance 
   941-769-3903 
   rbackiel@verizon.net 
 

Joanne Carlock, President/ 
                     Fellowship 
   941-426-5434 
   jcarlock99@yahoo.com 
 
Carolann Cortese, Small Groups 
   941-429-0422 
  carolanncortese@aol.com 
 

Jane Fundyga, Financial Sec/ 
                        Member Care 
   941-240-6406 
   jfundyga@gmail.com 

 
 

Sue Hill, Secretary 
   941-255-9089 
   suehill1947@aol.com 
 

Clint Shantz, Treasurer 
   941-914-3071 
   shantz4102@comcast.net 
 

Bill Steen, Co-Chair Property Maint. 
   352-445-9476 
   crcrafter1@gmail.com 
 

Kim Vaughan, Vice Pres./ 
                      Worship Liaison 
   443-277-6306 
   Notmuchafraid@hotmail.com 


