
  

 

  The Messenger   
   N e w s  a b o u t  o u r  c h u r c h ,   

   o u r  m i n i s t r i e s  a n d  o u r  p e o p l e  
 

A p r i l  2 0 1 9  
                   Living Waters Lutheran Church and Preschool 

The Lord is close to everyone who prays to him, to all who truly pray to him. 

Psalm 145:18 

On Saturday, April 20, at 1:00 p.m., there will be an 
Easter Egg Hunt on the lawn at church. This will be 
our 2nd Annual Egg Hunt. Last year, over 100 
children came and enjoyed an afternoon of games 
and crafts. There will be eggs (filled with candy) to 
find, crafts inside the Fellowship Hall, the decorating  
of Easter cookies, and even pictures taken with the 
Easter Bunny. There will also be refreshments. 
 

Helpers are needed. If you can help, please signup 
on the sheet in the Narthex. It is so rewarding to 
watch the little ones get excited over finding eggs 
and enjoying all the rest - especially seeing the 
Easter Bunny! 
 

We are requesting donations of small individually 
wrapped candy, no chocolate please, as it melts in 
the hot sun. The stuffing of the eggs with candy will 
be after the church service on April 7. 

On Easter Sunday you can enjoy an Easter breakfast 
after the 7:00 Sunrise Service or after the 8:15 
service and before the 10:00 service 
 

We hope to have volunteers to help out with this 
also, by bringing egg casseroles or coffee cakes. 
There will be sign up sheets in the Narthex if you 
would like to help with 
this event. 
 

It will be a nice time of 
fellowship on Easter 
Sunday with your sisters 
and brothers in Christ. 
 

Happy Easter! 

Fellowship Committee Events in April  
By Karen Hoeppner 

 

There are some exciting events coming up in April. 

Join Us for Easter Sunrise 
By Judy Johnson 

 

This year, we are once again holding a Sunrise Service on Easter Morning at 7:00. The ser-
vice will be informal and communion will be served. It will be conducted under the covered 
area by the main entrance. 
 

If you have a few extra minutes on Saturday morning, April 20, around 9:30, we could use 
some help in staging the needed items such as chairs, the keyboard, a table and a few other things in the 
Narthex so set-up is easy on Easter morning. We will also need help taking these items back inside right 
after the service.  
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 From the Pastor   
      

By Rev. Lyle Truitt 

Greetings Dear Ones, 
 

On Easter Sunday, there are two traditional rituals that collide with each other. 
In Christian homes where small children dwell, there is a generational debate about which comes first: 
 

1. The sunrise worship service……OR 
2. Scampering about the house while hunting for grass nests in baskets filled with multi-colored eggs and 

chocolate bunnies. 
 

Yes, when Easter happens there are “secular” customs that are very often juggled together with faith 
customs. And when you really think about it, Easter, the secular custom, is really a bit bizarre, isn’t it? 
There’s this Easter bunny; a rabbit that carries nests of eggs. Without a doubt, rabbits do an exceptional job 
of carrying out the ‘be fruitful and multiply’ command. And yes, eggs are pretty darn perfect symbols of 
‘new life’ to come, but, bunny rabbits don’t lay eggs or make nests. 
 

But children love the Easter bunny because the Easter bunny does not keep lists of who has been ‘naughty 
or nice’ like that Santa Claus guy. Sitting on that white-bearded Santa’s lap is often a terrifying experience 
for small children, but hugging the Easter bunny is always a ‘warm and fuzzy’ experience. The Easter bunny 
comes to children every Easter without a policy for behavior. The eggs are left everywhere and hopefully 
they are easily found by even the smallest or the worst seeker. So, all the strange traditions that go along 
with the Easter bunny are kept alive and maybe even re-invented each and every year by our children. 
 

Maybe, just maybe, we grownups should take a cue from our kids. The empty tomb on Easter morning 
presents Christians with a vision that has a lot in common with the Easter bunny. The basket is empty until 
those children become seekers and the eggs are found. That tomb of Jesus on Easter morning is empty, but 
God wants His children to be seekers, like Mary Magdalene, and to find our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 
 

On Saturday, April 20, here at Living Waters, the children will become seekers of eggs, yes, but by the grace 
of God, the children will also become seekers of a story about Jesus and a cross, through crafts and cookies 
and conversations with volunteers through whom they will 
see the face of Christ. By the grace of God, may they learn 
and remember the true reason, the true story of Easter. 
 

See you around town! 
 

Happy Easter! 
He is Risen! 

He is Risen Indeed! 
 

“But very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, taking the spices they had 
prepared. They found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance..  

So they went in, but they didn’t find the body of the Lord Jesus. 
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Peace River Wildlife Center Tour 
By Char DeWitt 

 

Members and friends of Living Waters are 
invited to tour the Peace River Wildlife 
Center in Punta Gorda on Thursday, April 
4th. Meet at the church at 1:00 p.m. to 
carpool. There is a sign-up sheet in the 
narthex. Char DeWitt will be there with 
her buddy, Orion, a barred owl. Bella and 
Luna will also be there. 
 

 

“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them;  
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.” 

Mark 10:14 
 

The Boys and Girls Club of Sarasota County collaborates with local and state government officials, as well 
as business owners, to advocate for and to connect the local youth with key opportunities to help them 
reach their full potential…regardless of circumstances. 
 

So, our Church Council, after much prayerful thought and discussion decided to get involved with this 
special advocacy. It is an opportunity for us to answer God’s call to be a “Good Neighbor”! And that’s 
why the Council invited you all to prayerfully consider financially contributing to a special offering on two 
Sunday mornings. We were blessed with $639.00! 
 

The Gene Matthews Boys and Girls Club here in North Port, (in our own neighborhood), recently reached 
out with a request for summer scholarship monies for children in 
need. So, your Council recently voted to deliver a check to them for 
$639.00 to support that summer scholarship program. Our 
contribution will assist a child, or two, with the fee for the summer 
program which welcomes children of all ages, 6 and up, to learn, play 
and grow under the guidance of development professionals in a safe 
environment.  
 

On behalf of your Church Council, thank you so much for your 
generous response! 
Pastor Lyle 
 
“Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray.” 

Proverbs 22: 6 

Pastor Lyle presenting check to Boys 
& Girls Club Director Wayne Ard 

PALM CROSSES 
By Jane Fundyga 

 

Palm crosses are a tradition here at Living 
Waters Lutheran Church. They are a reminder 
of Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem.  
 

 The crosses are made the Saturday before Palm Sunday 
from palm fronds provided by Craig Bitler each 
year.  Come be part of the making of the crosses on 
Saturday,  April 13, at 9 a.m.  
 

Did you know that some of the left over crosses are 
saved and burned for the ashes for Ash Wednesday the 
following  year? Some are given to people who receive 
home communion. Others are given to friends and 
family who are unable to come to Church. Many are 
used in members' homes throughout the year as a 
reminder of the promise of Easter. 
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SAFETY TEAM FORMATION 
By Stephen Vaughan 

 
A Safety Plan has been formulated to deal with a 
variety of emergencies that may occur at Living 
Waters. I have been appointed by the Council as 
the Safety Coordinator and have been given the 
task of forming a Safety Team comprised of 
interested members of our congregation. 
 

The Safety Plan includes procedures to handle a 
number of emergencies including medical 
emergencies, fires, gas leaks, building 
evacuations, and threats of violence. Some of the 
specific tasks to be accomplished include, 
maintenance of the First Aid Kit and AED, 
emergency lighting and alarm testing, 
development of building evacuation procedures, 
and steps to deal with an active threat of violence. 
Because a myriad of situations will be addressed, 
the team will include members with various gifts. 
 

Please consider joining the Safety Team to help in 
this important endeavor. Those with experience 
as first responders, medical personnel, and 
building managers are encouraged to join, but so 
is anyone who has an interest in helping to keep 
the members of the congregation safe. 
 

Please sign up on the Safety Team sign-up form in 
the narthex to express your interest.  
 

Thank you for your prayerful consideration.  
 

Stephen Vaughan 
443-690-4678 
captainhappi@hotmail.com 

 

Women of the ELCA Global Missions 
By Gayle Backiel 

 
In February the Fellowship Committee sponsored 
a Multicultural Dinner to gather church members 
together and to bring an awareness of ethnic cui-
sines. Proceeds from the dinner in the amount of 
$248.00 were donated through WELCA to com-
panion churches in the Caribbean. 
 

At the dinner, five countries were represented 
with decorations, and food and drink inspired by 
the culture, landscape, history and festivals of the 
country. Forty-five members attended the event. 

Cowgirl Up for the Lord Secret Sister 
Luncheon 

By Pattiy Pauley 
 

The much anticipated Secret Sister luncheon is 
set for Saturday, April 13, 11:30 am to 2:00 pm. 
We have a western theme, so if you want to 
dress in western attire, the choice is yours, but 
not required. 
 

Lots of food, fun and fellowship as well as finally 
finding out who your 
sister was for the year. 
 

We will learn what it 
means by Cowgirl up to 
the Lord.  
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Living Waters Lutheran Church & Preschool —  

April 2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

  1 
Council Reports Due 
Bread Clinic 

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Worship & Music 
Cmte. Meets 

10:00 AM 

2 3 
Cut Ups 

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Prayer Team Bible 

 Study 12:00 PM 
Lent Soup & Bread 

 Supper 6:00 PM 
Lent Mid Week 
Worship Service 

7:00 PM 

4 
Preschool Chapel 

10:20 AM 
Community Dinner 

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Bread & Pastry 
Ministry 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

Choir Practice 
5:00 PM 

5 
AA Meeting 
                8:00 PM 

 6 
Palm Crosses 

9:00 AM 

7 
Worship Service 

10:00 AM 

8 
Church Council 
Meeting 
Preschool Board of 
Directors 

1:00 PM 

5:30 PM 

9 
Prayer Shawl Group 

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM 

Girl Scout Meeting 
5:30 PM - 7:00 PM 

10 
Cut Ups 

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Prayer Team Bible 

 Study 12:00 PM 
Lent Soup & Bread 

 Supper 6:00 PM 
Lent Mid Week 
Worship Service 

7:00 PM 

11 
Preschool Chapel 

10:20 AM 
Bread & Pastry 
Ministry 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

Choir Practice 
5:00 PM 

 NWPCCA 7:00 PM 

12 
AA Meeting 
                 8:00 PM 

 13 
Secret Sister Reveal 
Luncheon             11:30 AM 

14 
Palm Sunday 
Worship Service 

10:00 AM 

15   16 17 
Cut Ups 

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Preschool Chapel 
10:20 AM 

Prayer Team Bible 
Study 12:00 PM 

18 
Maundy Thursday 
(Day of Last Supper) 
Community Dinner 

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Bread & Pastry 
Ministry 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 
Choir Practice 

5:00 PM 
Maundy Thursday 
Worship Service 

7:00 PM 

19 
Good Friday 
Good Friday 
Worship Service 

7:00 PM 

AA Meeting 8:00 PM 

20 
Holy Saturday 
(Easter Eve and 
Last Day of Lent) 
Easter Egg Hunt 

1:00 PM 

21 
Easter Sunday 
Easter Sunrise 

 Service 7:00 AM 
Easter Brunch 

7:30 AM - 9:50 AM 
Worship Service 

8:15 AM  

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

22 

  

23 
Girl Scout Meeting 

5:30 PM - 7:00 PM 

24 
Cut Ups 

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Preschool Chapel 

10:20 AM 
Prayer Team Bible 

Study 12:00 PM 

25 
Bread & Pastry 
Ministry 

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

Choir Practice 
5:00 PM 

26 
AA Meeting 8:00 PM 

27 
 

28 
Worship Service 

10:00 AM 

29 30       
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April 2 Jerry Wehmeyer 
April 3 Ray Budde 
April 4 Susan Freese 
 James Godshall 
 Julia Lozano 
April 6  Dakota Buck 
April 10 June Reed 
 Sharon Skelley 
April 11 Paul Cartwright 

April 12 Rita Norton 
April 13 Dennis Stankiewicz 
April 16 Barb Cartwright  
April 17 Gerald Beauregard 
April 20 Gayle Backiel 
 Joaquin Mendez 
April 21 Stephen Vaughan 
April 24 Marty Savard 
April 29 Dolores Bliese 

 

T h e  M e s s e n g e r  is  published monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church with printed copies distributed the 
last Sunday of each month.  Copies are also available at: www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via email distribution. 
 

To have information included in the newsletter, please write your content and send it to Barb Cartwright, editor and 
publisher: anchorstitch@aol.com or phone 941-743-4770. Articles must be submitted by the 21st of each month. Arti-
cles  may be edited. 

Physical Address 
Living Waters Lutheran Church  
  and Preschool 
   12475 Chancellor Blvd, 
   Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
 

Mailing Address 
   PO Box 8064, North Port, FL 34290 
 

941-625-8090   
www.livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Church Office: Kris Dines 
   kris@livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Pastor Lyle Truitt: 
   plylet65@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-Noon, Mon-Thurs. 

 If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please 
email Pastor Truitt at plylet65@gmail.com or call 941-625-8090.  

Happy Birthday  
Surprise someone on the list by sending a birthday greeting. 

Council Members: 
 

Rick Backiel, Co-Chair Property 
                                Maintenance 
   941-769-3903 
   rbackiel@verizon.net 
 

Joanne Carlock, President/ 
                     Fellowship 
   941-426-5434 
   jcarlock99@yahoo.com 
 
Carolann Cortese, Small Groups 
   941-429-0422 
  carolanncortese@aol.com 
 

Jane Fundyga, Financial Sec/ 
                        Member Care 
   941-240-6406 
   jfundyga@gmail.com 

 
 

Sue Hill, Secretary 
   941-255-9089 
   suehill1947@aol.com 
 

Clint Shantz, Treasurer 
   941-914-3071 
   shantz4102@comcast.net 
 

Bill Steen, Co-Chair Property Maint. 
   352-445-9476 
   crcrafter1@gmail.com 
 

Kim Vaughan, Vice Pres./ 
                      Worship Liaison 
   443-277-6306 
   Notmuchafraid@hotmail.com 


