
  

 

  The Messenger   
   N e w s  a b o u t  o u r  c h u r c h ,   

   o u r  m i n i s t r i e s  a n d  o u r  p e o p l e  
A P R I L  2 0 2 1  

                   Living Waters Lutheran Church and Preschool 

 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the 
highest heaven!”  Luke 19: 38 

 

Holy Week Services 
Kim Vaughan, Worship & Music Director 

 

 Maundy Thursday: April 1, 7:00 p.m.  
 

 Good Friday: April 2, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 Easter Services: April 4, 8:00 a.m. and  
  10:00 a.m. 

 

Thank you Associate Members and friends for 

your participation and support this past 
winter!  As you head back to your summer 
homes, we pray for your safe travels and we’ll 
welcome you back in the fall.”  

Fellowship Committee Update 
By Karen Hoeppner 

 
The Fellowship Committee will be preparing 
Easter bags for the pre-school children and for 
children that will be in church on Easter Sunday. 
The bags will contain crafts and candy. 
 
Hopefully soon, we can start having our 
gatherings again. 
Happy Easter to all, 
 
The Fellowship 
Committee 

Preschool Painting Project 
 

The Preschool building got a much needed face lift 
last Friday and Saturday as volunteers met to roll on 
the paint. The weather cooperated beautifully and 
the “window supervisors” of preschool students  
made sure the project 
proceeded smoothly.  
 
Special thanks to every-
one who participated. 
(See page 4 for more pic-
tures. 

 
 
 
Craig Bitler holds a special 
thank you card presented 
by the preschool children. 
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 From the Pastor   
      

By Rev. Lyle Truitt 
 
 
They had been saying to each to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us 
from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, 

which was very large, had already been rolled back. 
Mark 16: 3-4 

Greetings Dear Ones! 
 
Can you hear the stone being rolled away? Can you hear the locks clicking open? 
 
Here we are in the month of April, of the year 2021, and I think we will all remember this particular 
Easter season, THIS year, much more than others! 
 
Can you see all those followers of Jesus Christ who had locked themselves in their homes, and had been 
huddling together and grieving the loss of their Lord? But with the good news of his resurrection, (which 
is spreading like wildfire), the grieving is ending and there is NEW LIFE! 
 
And yes, how do WE emerge from the ‘locked down’ times of OUR lives? How do WE begin to emerge 
from the illness that has robbed us of sleep, and fellowship, and the presence of our families and friends, 
and the education of our children and grandchildren?….and the list goes on! 
 
For some, this time in our life can seem like an endless Good Friday, or Easter Vigil, but not Easter Day. 
Yet, here we are with Holy Week over, and wondering if the time of release has FINALLY come at last. 
The masks will be coming off, and the hugs and handshakes will bring tears to our eyes! 
 
                                                          FREEDOM, AT LAST! 
                                                                   NEW LIFE! 
 
Yes, my dear sisters and brothers, I believe we are finally finding ourselves on the boundary between 
yesterday and tomorrow. Through a long time of ‘lockdown’ life, we have labored, haven’t 
we?....through what seemed like “The Twilight Zone”. We have spent too many months and days in the 
darkness of the tomb. And now there are rumors, and actual signs of freedom! The time of Easter 
comes! 
 
                              IT’S TIME TO OPEN OUR DOORS!! 

                              IT’S TIME TO LET THE LIGHT IN!! 

                                     BUT MOST IMPORTANTLY,  

                                     IT’S TIME TO MEET JESUS!! 

 
See you around town! 
Pastor Lyle 



  

 

The meeting opened with devotions and prayer. 
Minutes from the February council meeting were 
approved. 
 
Financial: Net income through February is down 
and is a concern. Offering boxes that had not been 
picked up were mailed out. 
 
Fellowship: Easter bags will be prepared for the 
children in the preschool and to give to children 
who attend Easter morning services. Preliminary 
plans for fellowship events for this fall will begin in 
the hopes that is safe to do so at that time. 
 
Maintenance work continues on the preschool 
building and exterior painting is scheduled for 
March 26 & 27. 
 
Steve Vaughan, chair of the Safety Committee, 
discussed with the council several issues: 
• Workable changes to the arrangement of chairs 

in the sanctuary to increase capacity while 

maintaining CDC guidelines. This discussion 
initiated the placing of the piano on the chancel 
for the remainder of March through April, so  
that area can be used for seating. 

• Temperature taking will continue and masks will 
remain 

• Music—as vaccine availability improves, it is 
possible that the choir may return in the Fall.  

 
“God’s Work Our Hands” Sunday is September 12. 
This is an opportunity  to celebrate who we are as 
an ELCA—”one church, freed in Christ to serve and 
love our neighbor.” Be thinking about what service 
project Living Waters can do. 
 
The council members will have a goal setting retreat 
on Saturday, April 24. 
 
The next Council meeting is Monday, April 19, at 1 
p.m. The meeting adjourned and the Lord’s Prayer 
was said. 

Council Meeting Recap—March 8, 2021 
Submitted by Barb Cartwright, Council Secretary 

Making Chrismons 
By Gayle Backiel 

 
There is still time! If you 
would like to learn to make 
these beautiful Christian 
symbol ornaments to 
decorate the sanctuary 

Christmas Tree during Advent, join us on 
Wednesday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the Social 
Hall. 
 

Pictured above are some we have made already. 
They are made with beads and wire in white, 
gold and crystal. 
 

Contact Gayle Backiel at 941-769-0882 if you 
have any questions. 

The Cut Ups Make Quilts for the Community 
and for Lutheran World Relief 

 

The Cut Ups have begun again and are busy every 
Wednesday morning from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. If you 
would like to join us, we would be pleased to have 
you—both men and women; both skilled and un-
skilled—we will train. 

Carol and David Lundquist and Ginny Strueder prepare a 
quilt for the binding to be sewn on and  before being  
tied. 
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Cut Up Quilters:

Connie Bliss and Linda Finsted tie a quilt 

Wanda Boeck sewing on the binding 

Barb Cartwright sewing 
squares 

Paint Crew on Friday: 

Barb Cartwright and 
Joyce Swartzbaugh 

It was a perfect day for painting on both 
Friday and Saturday. The crew was diligent 
in getting the task done.  
 

Not pictured are some of the Saturday 
painters: Bill Steen and Susan D’Amico 
 
 

Pictures by Terry Bowman 

Nancy Chow and Carmine 
Tortora 

Left: Craig Bitler, Mike Perry, Ted 
Swartzbaugh, and Babe Hillegass. 
 
 
 
 
Right: Mike Perry, Joyce 
Swartzbaugh, Terry Bowman, Nancy 
Chow, Carmine Tortola, Ted 
Swartzbaugh and Craig Bitler (ladder) 
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Living Waters Lutheran Church & Preschool —  
April 2021  
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April 1 Mary Citrone 
April 2 Jerry Wehmeyer 
April 3 Ray Budde 
April 4 Susan Freese 
 James Godshall 
 Julia Lozano 
April 10 June Reed 
 Sharon Skelley 

April 12 Rita Norton 
April 13  Dennis Stankiewicz 
April 16  Barb Cartwright  
April 17 Gerald Beauregard 
April 20 Gayle Backiel 
April 21 Steve Vaughan 
April 24 Marty Savard 
April 30 Peggy Proto 

 

T h e  M e s s e n g e r  is  published monthly by Living Waters Lutheran Church with printed copies distributed the 
last Sunday of each month.  Copies are also available at: www.LivingWatersLutheran.com and via email distribution. 
 

To have information included in the newsletter, please write your content and send it to Barb Cartwright, editor and 
publisher: anchorstitch@aol.com or phone 941-743-4770. Articles must be submitted by the 21st of each month. Arti-
cles  may be edited. 

Physical Address 
Living Waters Lutheran Church  
  and Preschool 
   12475 Chancellor Blvd, 
   Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
 

Mailing Address 
   PO Box 8064, North Port, FL 34290 
 

941-625-8090   
www.livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Church Office: Kris Dines 
   kris@livingwaterslutheran.com 
 

Pastor Lyle Truitt: 
   plylet65@gmail.com 
 

Deacons: 
   Kim Vaughan           Steve Vaughan 
   notmuchafraid  captainhappi 
       @hotmail.com     @hotmail.com 
     

Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.-Noon, Mon-Thurs. 

 If you have questions about our church, its ministries or about becoming a member, please 
email Pastor Truitt at plylet65@gmail.com or call 941-625-8090.  

Happy Birthday  
Surprise someone on the list by sending a birthday greeting. 

Council Members: 
 

Craig Bitler, President/Property 
   941-234-6311 
   cdbitler@comcast.net 
 
Joanne Carlock, Vice  
   President/ Fellowship 
   941-426-5434 
   jcarlock99@yahoo.com 
 
Barb Cartwright, Secretary 
   941-743-4770 
   anchorstitch@aol.com 
 
Carolann Cortese, Small  
   Groups 
   941-429-0422 
  carolanncortese@aol.com 

 
 

Marty Savard, Financial Sec/ 
                        Member Care 
   941-766-6139 
   savardmarty@comcast.net 
 
Sue Hill, Member at Large 
   941-255-9089 
    
Rich Pelto, Treasurer 
   941-426-9160 
   randdjpelto@gmail.com 
 
Bill Steen, Property Maint. 
   352-445-9476 
   billysteen11@gmail.com 


