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The climax of the Exodus story is the parting of the  

Red Sea and the annihilation of the charioted Egyptian 

army in the flood of waters.  In a spontaneous 

expression of release and liberation, Moses and Miriam 

lead the Children of Israel in a song of praise to God. 

Let us go back 40 years to Moses’ flight from Egypt,  

and his meeting with his future wife, Zipporah. 

 

         The Bible jumps from Moses’ flight out of Egypt 

to his appearance at a well in Midian.  His killing of 

the abusive Egyptian taskmaster was considered an 

act of treason against Pharaoh causing a death 

decree on his head.  Moses’ life as a prince of Egypt 

was over.  Furthermore, the Hebrew slaves (his own 

people) did not appear to want him as their 

champion, either!  So, Moses set out into the desert.  

He is around 40 years old at this time.   

 

        Exodus 2:15 says: “Moses fled from the 

presence of Pharaoh and settled in the land of 

Midian, and he sat down by a well”.  The land of 

Midian (present-day Saudi Arabia) lay east of the 

Sinai Peninsula and probably flanked the Gulf of 

Aqabah on both sides. Moses ran a long way!         

The Midianites were descendants of Abraham’s 

second wife, Keturah (Genesis 25:1-2). 
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ZIPPORAH, MIDIANITE WIFE OF MOSES 

Read Exodus 2:16-22. 

16 Now Jethro, the priest of Midian, had seven 

daughters.  They came to draw water and filled 

the troughs to water their father’s 

flock. 17 Then some shepherds arrived and 

drove them away, but Moses came to their 

rescue and watered their flock.  

18 When they returned to their father Reuel, he 

asked, “Why have you come back so quickly 

today?”  19 They answered, “An Egyptian 

rescued us from the shepherds. He even drew  

water for us and watered the flock.” 

20 “So, where is he?” he asked his daughters. 

“Why then did you leave the man behind?  

Invite him to eat dinner.” 

21 Moses agreed to stay with the man, and he 

gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses in 

marriage. 22 She gave birth to a son whom he 

named Gershom, for he said, “I have been a foreigner in a foreign land.” 

 

Zipporah was one of seven daughters of the priest of Midian and her name means “little bird”.  

The priest of Midian is called by the title of “Jethro” meaning ‘excellency’; his name “Reuel” 

means ‘friend of God’.  The Midianites worshipped only one God.  Notice that Moses meets the 

young women by a well – this setting echoes the stories of other men in Scripture who met their 

wives by a well: Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Rachel.  

 

 I must laugh at the question Reuel asks his daughters: he did not want to lose an eligible 

young man for one of his many daughters to marry! 

 

• How did Zipporah describe Moses in v.19?    

• Why do you think she described him this way? 

• Did Moses still have the ‘aura’ of Egypt in his clothing, manners, or speech? 

• Notice that there is no further descriptive information of Zipporah, other than she was a 

shepherdess and daughter, in the Bible.  Moses spends about 40 years as a shepherd in 

Midian.  So, when Moses returned to Egypt to confront Pharaoh, he is 80 years old. 

 



 

Read Exodus 4:20, 24-26. 

20 So Moses took his wife and sons, put them on a donkey, and returned to the land of 

Egypt. And Moses took God’s staff in his hand.  24 On the trip, at an overnight campsite,    

it happened that the Lord confronted him and sought to put him to death. 25 So Zipporah 

took a flint, cut off her son’s foreskin, and threw it at Moses’ feet. Then she said, “You are a 

bridegroom of blood to me!”  26 So He let him alone. At that time, she said, “You are a 

bridegroom of blood,” referring to the circumcision.  

           This passage is disturbing and confusing, but scholars think that Moses had failed to 

circumcise his son according to the required Hebrew Law (called Torah and Halakah) 

established by God with Abraham (see Genesis 17:9-14); the penalty of non-observance 

was kareth (Hebrew: "cutting off") from the people.  The Hebrew term translated as 

"bridegroom" relates to the Arabic for "to circumcise".   Zipporah saves Moses by doing the act 

herself!   Her statement in v. 25 is thought to mean that she had redeemed Moses’ life, and their 

marriage, by the blood of their son.  Zipporah acts as mediator between God and Moses, saving 

his life.  After this incident, Zipporah and the two boys returned to her father in Midian, perhaps 

to give the boy time to heal.  We see their reunion in Exodus 18. 

 

1 Moses’ father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian, heard about everything that God had 

done for Moses and His people Israel, and how the Lord had brought Israel out of Egypt. 

2 Now Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, had taken in Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after he had sent 

her back, 3 along with her two sons, one of whom was named Gershom (because Moses 

had said, “I have been a foreigner in a foreign land”) 4 and the other Eliezer (because he 

had said, “The God of my father was my helper and delivered me from Pharaoh’s sword”). 

5 Moses’ father-in-law Jethro, along with Moses’ wife and sons, came to him in the 

wilderness where he was camped at the mountain of God.  

6 He sent word to Moses, “I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and 

her two sons.”  7 So Moses went out to meet his father-in-law, bowed down, and then 

kissed him. They asked each other how they had been and went into the tent. 8 Moses 

recounted to his father-in-law all that the Lord had done to Pharaoh and the Egyptians for 

Israel’s sake, all the hardships that confronted them on the way, and how the Lord delivered 

them. 
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Let us meet MIRIAM, PROPHETESS, LEADER 

OF THE WOMEN OF ISRAEL        

READ EXODUS 15:1-21.   ISRAEL’S SONG OF DELIVERANCE 

1 Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the 

Lord, and said, “I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly 

exalted; The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea. 

2 "The Lord is my strength and song, And He has become 

my salvation; This is my God, and I will praise Him;           

My father's God, and I will extol Him. 

3 "The Lord is a warrior; The Lord is His name. 

4 "Pharaoh's chariots and his army He has cast into the sea; 

And the choicest of his officers are drowned in the Red Sea. 

5 "The deeps cover them; They went down into the depths like a stone. 

 
6 "Your right-hand O Lord, is majestic in power. Your right-hand O Lord shatters the enemy. 

7 "And in the greatness of Your excellence You overthrow those who rise up against You; 

You send forth Your burning anger, and it consumes them as chaff. 

8 "At the blast of Your nostrils the waters were piled up, the flowing waters stood up like a 

heap; The deeps were congealed in the heart of the sea. 

9 "The enemy said, 'I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; My desire shall be 

gratified against them; I will draw out my sword, my hand will destroy them.' 

10 "You blew with Your wind, the sea covered them; They sank like lead in the mighty 

waters. 

 
11 "Who is like You among the gods, O Lord? Who is like You, majestic in holiness, 

Awesome in praises, working wonders? 12 "You stretched out Your right hand, the earth 

swallowed them.  13 "In Your lovingkindness You have led the people whom You have 

redeemed; In Your strength You have guided them to Your holy habitation. 

14 "The peoples have heard, they tremble; Anguish has gripped the inhabitants of Philistia. 

15 "Then the chiefs of Edom were dismayed; The leaders of Moab, trembling grips them; 

All the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away. 

16 "Terror and dread fall upon them; By the greatness of Your arm, they are motionless as 

stone; Until Your people pass over, O Lord, Until the people pass over whom You have 

purchased.  17 "You will bring them and plant them in the mountain of Your inheritance,  

the place, O Lord, which You have made for Your dwelling, the sanctuary, O Lord, which 

Your hands have established. 

18 "The Lord shall reign forever and ever." 
 



19 For the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his 

horsemen went into the sea, and the Lord brought back the 

waters of the sea on them, but the sons of Israel walked on 

dry land through the midst of the sea.                                     

20 Miriam the prophetess, Aaron's sister, took the timbrel in 

her hand, and all the women went out after her with timbrels 

and with dancing.  

21 Miriam answered them, "Sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted;  The horse and his 

rider He has hurled into the sea." 

 
 

      Miriam is familiar to us as the sisterly protector of Moses.  She becomes a leader among the 

women during the exodus from Egypt and the 40 years of wilderness wanderings.   

The name “Miriam” most likely means ‘bitter’ from the Hebrew root word ‘mrr’ meaning “to be 

bitter”.  There is so much about Miriam that is not told to us.  Scripture does not mention if 

Miriam was ever married or had children. 

      Bible scholars are divided as to who authored the ‘Song of Moses’.  The word used in v.1 for 

‘sang’ and ‘song’ are in the feminine form.  Either way, it is a beautiful hymn of praise to God for 

His deliverance of Israel at the Sea and His preparation to lead them to the promised land. 

The song is divided into three parts: v.1-5, 6-10, 11-18.  Each section increases in length until the 

triumphant close of the song.  This song is even referenced in Revelation 15:3 – awesome! 

 

• How do you think Miriam had become a leader among the people, especially women? 

• Are you surprised that the Hebrews brought timbrels with them from Egypt? 

• What character traits has Miriam shown so far in her life? 

• The Hebrews have a saying, “Faith is packing your timbrel”.    

• In this time of COVID, do you have your timbrel packed and ready to use? 

 
At one level, the exodus was simply the escape of Hebrews from Egyptian 

slavery; at another level, it marked a new act of divine creation. 

Just as Genesis 1 celebrates the creation of the world, so Exodus 15 celebrates 

the creation of a new people, Israel.  -  Constable’s Notes 
 

 



 

MIRIAM’S LEPROSY       READ NUMBERS 12:1-15. 

1 Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he had 

married (for he had married a Cushite woman); 2 and they said, "Has the Lord indeed 

spoken only through Moses? Has He not spoken through us as well?" And the Lord heard 

it.  3 (Now the man Moses was very humble, more than any man who was on the face of the 

earth.)   4 Suddenly the Lord said to Moses and Aaron and to Miriam, "You three come out 

to the tent of meeting." So, the three of them came out.    

 

5 Then the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the doorway of the tent, and 

He called Aaron and Miriam. When they had both come forward,   6 He said, "Hear now My 

words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, shall make Myself known to him in a 

vision.  I shall speak with him in a dream.  7 "Not so, with My servant Moses, He is faithful in 

all My household.  8 With him I speak mouth to mouth, even openly, and not in dark 

sayings, and he beholds the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid to speak 

against My servant, against Moses?"  

9 So the anger of the Lord burned against them 

and He departed.  10 But when the cloud had 

withdrawn from over the tent, behold, 

Miriam was leprous, as white as snow. As Aaron 

turned toward Miriam, behold, she was leprous.  

11 Then Aaron said to Moses, "Oh, my lord, I 

beg you, do not account this sin to us, in which 

we have acted foolishly and in which we have 

sinned. 12 Oh, do not let her be like one dead, whose flesh is half eaten away when he 

comes from his mother's womb!" 13 Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, "O God, heal her, I 

pray!"  14 But the Lord said to Moses, "If her father had but spit in her face, would she not 

bear her shame for seven days? Let her be shut up for seven days outside the camp, and 

afterward she may be received again."   

15 So Miriam was shut up outside the camp for seven days, and the people did not move 

on until Miriam was received again. 

 



Unfortunately, Miriam’s story does not end on a high note.    

In Numbers 11, God had restructured the leadership of the 

Hebrew people by electing 70 elders from among the men, 

who would share responsibilities of guidance with Moses.  

Perhaps this was not to Miriam’s liking.  She had enjoyed a 

leadership position among the women, even among the entire 

camp, up to this point.  But now she challenges Moses!  

Actually, she is challenging God! 

• What was Aaron’s and Miriam’s first complaint in v.1? 

• Was it a valid complaint? 

• What was Moses’ response? 

• What was her second complaint? 

• What was the motive behind her words? 

• Why is envy such a powerful emotion? 

• Why do you think God’s response was so immediate and severe? 

 

          Most Bible scholars do not think the Cushite wife mentioned was the same person as 

Zipporah.  Hebrew tradition tells the story that during the time Moses lived in Egypt, he was  

given an Egyptian wife after a battle as a gift.  Scripture does not give us this information.  

Whoever this wife is, Miriam and Aaron were wrong to challenge Moses’ God-given authority.   

The words used in v.10 give the sense that Miriam’s leprosy was immediate!   

        In order that no doubt would remain about the proper authority in the Hebrew community, 

God spoke directly and specifically to Aaron and Miriam.  Scholars do not agree as to why 

Miriam was the only person afflicted with leprosy and Scripture does not explain.  After seven 

days a priest would have to examine Miriam to determine her cleanness; Moses could not 

declare her clean, because he was not a priest; nor Aaron, because he was a relative of the 

sufferer.   Only God could pronounce Miriam clean.   

          No more is mentioned of Miriam in Scripture after this episode and we hear no more of her 

until her death.  According to Hebrew tradition, she was about 126 years old at her death and 

she was mourned for 30 days.  NUMBERS 20:1 “Then the sons of Israel, the whole 

congregation, came to the wilderness of Zin in the first month; and the people stayed at 

Kadesh. Now Miriam died there and was buried there.” 

 

Neither Miriam, Aaron, nor Moses were allowed into the Promised Land.  However, Miriam is 

greatly respected, even today, by Jewish people for her contributions.  Miriam’s faults teach us 

as much as her gifts: jealousy and pride can stand in the way of our fellowship with God.  

And God uses us, with all our gifts and all our flaws, for the good of the kingdom! 
 

Everyone struggles with envy 

at some point.                

Miriam challenged the 

exclusive authority that God 

had assigned to Moses. 
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