
Women Who Met the Prophets 

Our study this month is taken from the 

books of 1 & 2 Kings and as the name 

implies, it is the history of the kingdom.  

First Kings records the division of the 

kingdom of Israel.  Second Kings records the 

collapse of the kingdom.  The books (which 

are considered one book in the Hebrew 

Bible) open with King David and close with 

the king of Babylon taking the Hebrews into 

exile.  This is the story of man’s rule of 

God’s kingdom.  The throne on earth must 

be in tune with the throne in heaven if 

blessings are to come to the people.  Man’s 

plans must not overthrow God’s purposes.  
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The four women we will study are two 

widows, a slave girl, and a wealthy woman; 

they all encountered and were blessed by 

either the prophet Elijah or his successor, 

the prophet Elisha.   

  

 

 

 

 

Our stories take place during a time of 

famine in Israel, predicted by the prophet 

Elijah.  Only two things are needed to 

sustain life: food and water; famine takes 

away both.  When the Bible emphasizes the 

experience of famine, it is in either of two 

settings.  God uses famine to see if those 

who experience it will trust Him; or God 

uses famine to punish covenant violation.  

The prophets repeatedly warned God’s 

people that their ungodly attitudes and 

behavior were bringing about this trouble.  

As horrible as famine was, the prophet 

Amos warned of a famine that was worse 

than them all, a famine to come “not a 

famine of food or a thirst for water, but a 

famine of hearing the words of the LORD” 

Amos 8:11. 

Bible stories that mention widows show us 

the great uncertainty forced upon those 

whose economic security was threatened 

by the death of their husband.  The Lord 

declared His personal care of these women 

and their families in the Old Testament 

laws.  Jesus continued this teaching in the 

New Testament.   

Our study begins in Luke 4 as Jesus is 

teaching in the synagogue in Nazareth, 

where he makes a surprising 

announcement and speaks of the kingdom 

including Gentiles! 

Definition time – Gentile refers to any 

person who is not Jewish. 

 

 



Luke 4:16-30 

16 Jesus came to Nazareth, where He 

had been brought up. As usual, He 

entered the synagogue on the Sabbath 

day and stood up to read.  

17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

given to Him, and unrolling the scroll, 

He found the place where it was 

written: 

18 The Spirit of the Lord is on Me, 

because He has anointed Me to 

preach good news to the poor.         

He has sent Me to proclaim freedom 

and recovery of sight to the blind, to 

set free the oppressed,                 

19 to proclaim the year of the            

Lord’s favor. 

 

20 He then rolled up the scroll, gave it 

back to the attendant, and sat down. 

And the eyes of everyone in the 

synagogue were fixed on Him.  

21 He began by saying to 

them, “Today as you listen, this 

Scripture has been fulfilled.” 

22 They were all speaking well of 

Him and were amazed by the gracious 

words that came from His mouth, yet 

they said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” 

23 Then He said to them, “No doubt 

you will quote this proverb to Me: 

‘Doctor, heal yourself. So, all we have 

heard that took place in Capernaum, do 

here in Your hometown also.’”  

24 He also said, “I assure you: No 

prophet is accepted in his hometown.  

25 But I say to you, there were 

certainly many widows in Israel in 

Elijah’s days, when the sky was shut 

up for three years and six months 

while a great famine came over all 

the land.  

26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of 

them—but to a widow at Zarephath 

in Sidon.  

27 And in the prophet Elisha’s time, 

there were many in Israel who had 

serious skin diseases, yet not one of 

them was healed —only Naaman the 

Syrian.” 

28 When they heard this, everyone in 

the synagogue was enraged.  

29 They got up, drove Him out of 

town, and brought Him to the edge of 

the hill that their town was built on, 

intending to hurl Him over the cliff. 

30 But He passed right through the 

crowd and went on His way. 

 

Let us look closer into these stories 

Jesus mentioned… 

 

 



How thrilling to find Scripture repeated 

from the Old Testament into the New 

Testament – it is all connected in a 

wonderful way: from God to the Jews and 

then to us, as Gentiles, today!  How 

marvelous a gift the Bible is!  I learn 

something new every time I study one of 

these women of the Bible. 

The passage above takes place in Nazareth 

of Galilee, Jesus’ home, where according to 

His custom, Jesus is in the synagogue on the 

Sabbath.  The reading is from Isaiah; Jesus 

announces that He is the fulfillment of the 

text, that He is the One the text speaks of.  

The message is all about the “anawim”, the 

poor and humble whom God will exalt.  

Jesus announces that He will do what Israel 

has failed to do: He will bring about the 

salvation of God and free those who suffer 

from oppression.  Jesus is making the point 

that He is both Prophet and Messiah when 

He speaks of Elijah and Elisha and their 

ministry to the Gentiles. 

The crowd reacts with marvel at Jesus’ 

words of grace and are overwhelmed by His 

message.  But their knowledge of Jesus’ 

family and heritage raises questions in their 

minds.  This is Joseph’s son, so how can 

such a humble person possibly be all the 

things declared by Isaiah?  They cannot fit 

Jesus’ ancestry with His message.  They are 

skeptical at first, and then angry when they 

realize that Jesus is comparing them with 

the corrupt Jews in Israel’s history.  Even 

more, they are angry that Jesus would 

suggest that the Gentiles were more worthy 

of His ministry than His hometown buddies!  

By their reaction, they lose the opportunity 

for blessing! 

We now meet Elijah and Elisha. 

 

Elijah means “my God is Jehovah” 

Elisha means “God is Salvation” 

Elijah dramatically appears as the prophet 

of God in 1 Kings 17:1 “Elijah the Tishbite, 

who was of the inhabitants of Gilead”. 

Elisha, the successor of Elijah, was the son 

of Shaphat and lived in the Jordan Valley, 

see 1 Kings 19:16. 

The impact of these two men upon biblical 

history was like the bright sun breaking 

through the darkness of idolatry, which was 

Israel’s greatest sin.  Elijah appears on the 

pages of the New Testament more 

frequently than any other prophet.   

Elijah announced a drought upon Israel, as a 

judgment of God.  The drought would last 

for 3 ½ years.  Despite the drought, God 

provided sustenance for Elijah in a 

marvelously supernatural way.  You can 

read that story in 1 Kings 17:2-7. 

God then sends Elijah to Zarephath and we 

meet our first widow. 



1 Kings 17:8-16 

8 Then the word of the Lord came to 

him: 9 “Get up, go to Zarephath that belongs 

to Sidon and stay there. Look, I have 

commanded a woman who is a widow to 

provide for you there.”  

10 So Elijah got up and went to Zarephath. 

When he arrived at the city gate, there was a 

widow woman gathering wood. Elijah called 

to her and said, “Please bring me a little 

water in a cup and let me drink.”  

11 As she went to get it, he called to her and 

said, “Please bring me a piece of bread in 

your hand.” 

12 But she said, “As the Lord your God 

lives, I don’t have anything baked—only a 

handful of flour in the jar and a bit of oil in 

the jug. Just now, I am gathering a couple of 

sticks in order to go prepare it for myself 

and my son so we can eat it and die.” 

13 Then Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid; 

go and do as you have said. But first make 

me a small loaf from it and bring it out to 

me. Afterward, you may make some for 

yourself and your son, 14 for this is what 

the Lord God of Israel says, ‘The flour jar 

will not become empty and the oil jug will 

not run dry until the day the Lord sends rain 

on the surface of the land’.” 

15 So she proceeded to do according to the 

word of Elijah. Then the woman, Elijah, and 

her household ate for many days. 

16 The flour jar did not become empty, and 

the oil jug did not run dry, according to the 

word of the Lord He had spoken 

through Elijah. 

 

Elijah confronted King Ahab in 1 Kings 

17:1 with prophecy of a drought which 

would only cease at his word.  God then 

sent Elijah to hide in the Kerith Ravine and 

sent the ravens every morning and evening 

with meat and bread and God kept the 

water flowing in the brook.  By removing 

Elijah from public view, God was confirming 

the separation of the people from God’s 

Word and blessings.  All of this indicates 

God’s displeasure with King Ahab’s 

wickedness. 

When the brook dries up, God tells Elijah to 

go to the town of Zarephath, to a widow.  

God has commanded a certain widow to 

supply Elijah with food.  Zarephath was a 

small town on the Mediterranean coast.  

Ironically, it was the hometown of Jezebel, 

the wicked wife of the wicked King Ahab!  

We will study the wicked Jezebel later. 

What is the widow doing as Elijah 

approaches the city? 

What does Elijah ask her to do? 

How does she respond to Elijah? 

How old do you imagine this widow to be?   

I had always thought of her as an old 

woman, but she has a young child,              

so she could not have been very old herself!        

Her circumstances along with the famine 

and drought had taken their toll on her 

health.  She was old before her time.   

How does the widow refer to God? 

How does she know about Elijah’s God? 

 



The widow speaks an oath in the name of 

Elijah’s God.  She may have recognized that 

Elijah was an Israelite.  Israel bordered her 

country and she would have known 

something of the history of Kings David and 

Solomon.  In her homeland, however, 

people worshipped many gods.  We do not 

know what her beliefs were, but she did 

recognize that Elijah served the Lord. 

What message does Elijah bring from the 

Lord? 

How does the Lord provide for Elijah and 

the woman? 

Elijah offers comfort and support as he tells 

the widow to do as he has asked, but to 

provide him with water and bread first.     

He promises that the Lord will provide 

abundantly for her.   

Why might Elijah ask her to do things in 

this order? 

How does this test her faith? 

Was this easy for her to do? 

Would it be easier if she did not have her 

son to consider? 

What happens as the widow obeys Elijah’s 

instructions? 

The widow must act on faith before seeing 

the miracle of God’s provision.  Acting in 

faith can be difficult, especially when others 

are dependent upon our actions.  As she 

obeys, God supplies her with oil and flour. 

What lesson does the widow learn from 

God’s provision? 

 

Who benefits from God’s abundant 

resources? 

God calls for obedience and promises to 
bless those who obey and serve Him.  The 
widow, a Gentile who does not belong to 
the nation of God’s people, learns about 
God’s providence for those who act in faith.  
This story shows that God provides for 
peoples of all nations as well as His 
covenant people Israel.  Deuteronomy 
10:12-19 says,  

“12 And now, Israel, what does the LORD your 

God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, 

to walk in obedience to Him, to love Him, to 

serve the LORD your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul, 13 and to observe the LORD’s 

commands and decrees that I am giving you 

today for your own good. 
14 To the LORD your God belong the 

heavens, even the highest heavens, the earth 

and everything in it. 15 Yet the LORD set His 

affection on your ancestors and loved them, 

and He chose you, their descendants, above all 

the nations—as it is today. 16 Circumcise your 

hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-

necked any longer. 17 For the LORD your God is 

God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, 

mighty and awesome, who shows no 

partiality and accepts no bribes. 18 He defends 

the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and 

loves the foreigner residing among you, giving 

them food and clothing. 19 And you are to 

love those who are foreigners, for you 

yourselves were foreigners in Egypt.” 

This story has always comforted me 

with the knowledge that God’s 

provision for me will always be just 

as much as I need, just at the time      

I need it, no more and no less. 

 



The Widow’s Story Continues… 

1 Kings 17:17-24 

17 After this, the son of the woman who 

owned the house became ill. His illness 

became very severe until no breath remained 

in him. 18 She said to Elijah, “Man of God, 

what do we have in common? Have you 

come to remind me of my guilt and to kill 

my son?” 

19 But Elijah said to her, “Give me your 

son.” So, he took him from her arms, 

brought him up to the upper room where he 

was staying, and laid him on his own 

bed. 20 Then he cried out to the Lord and 

said, “My Lord God, have You also brought 

tragedy on the widow I am staying with by 

killing her son?”  

21 Then he stretched himself out over the 

boy three times. He cried out to the Lord and 

said, “My Lord God, please let this boy’s 

life return to him!” 

22 So the Lord listened to Elijah’s voice, 

and the boy’s life returned to him, and he 

lived. 23 Then Elijah took the boy, brought 

him down from the upper room into the 

house, and gave him to his mother. Elijah 

said, “Look, your son is alive.” 

24 Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now I 

know you are a man of God and the Lord’s 

word from your mouth is true.” 

How does the son’s illness progress? 

What does she mean calling Elijah “man of 

God” in v.18? 

Whom does she blame for the child’s 

illness? 

The woman associates Elijah with his God 

and distances herself from Elijah in this 

moment of doubt.  In her grief, she asks if 

her son has died as punishment for her sin.  

The Bible does not elaborate on her beliefs, 

but she asks if Elijah has come to bring 

judgment on her.  Although her sense of 

guilt seems to be influenced by pagan ideas, 

both she and Elijah are confronted by this 

question:  Why did the God who 

promised life bring death instead? 

What does Elijah cry to the Lord? 

What does Elijah do next? 

Elijah’s question shows us that even a 

person of great faith can be baffled by God 

at times, wondering what God’s purpose 

may be in difficult circumstances. 

After listening to Elijah’s prayers, the Lord 

restores the boy’s life. 

Can you imagine the mother’s joy? 

How would this miracle have reassured 

Elijah as well as the widow? 

Write 1 Kings 17:24 here: 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 



The widow states that she now knows Elijah 
is truly a prophet of God.  Her son’s return 
to life convinces her that Elijah speaks truth.  
From Elijah’s perspective, this miracle 
confirms his role as God’s prophet, 
reassuring him that God hears prayers even 
when we are confused about God’s 
purposes.  What is more, others who hear 
about this miracle will know that God is 
with Elijah in a powerful way.  Up to this 
point in history, no one had been involved 
in bringing a dead person back to life! 

Is it harder to trust God through one crisis 
or through many? 

Which would strengthen a person’s faith 
more? 

How does God provide comfort during 
times of grief? 

Why is this a valuable lesson to learn? 

What future event does this miracle 
prepare us for? 

This resurrection miracle, along with the 
ones done by Elisha, prefigure Jesus’ 
miracles of raising the dead to life.  All these 
point ultimately to Jesus’ own resurrection, 
through which we are promised that all the 
dead will rise when Jesus comes again at 
the end of time! 

      

Now, Elisha and his miracles… 

Elisha was a prophet of miracles; he took 
the mantle of Elijah and did all in the name 
of the Lord.  Elisha had twice the power of 
Elijah and he used that power in a merciful 
and beneficial way, all performed in the 
power of God.  Elijah and Elisha were giants 
for God!  By the way, I use a little trick to 
remember the two prophets.                    
Elijah comes alphabetically before Elisha…  

   ‘J’ before ‘S’, Elijah before Elisha  

We will look at three of Elisha’s miracles 
told in 2 Kings 4 and 2 Kings 5: the filling of 
vessels of oil for a widow, the woman of 
Shunam, and the healing of Naaman of 
leprosy.  Once again, as with Elijah, some of 
these miracles involve Gentiles - the point 
that Jesus was trying to make in Nazareth. 

A little background – Elijah exits the earth 
dramatically and powerfully, taken 
heavenward in a fiery chariot.  Elisha asked 
for a double portion of his spirit. (If you 
count the miracles of Elijah and Elisha, 
Elisha has exactly twice as many!)  Elisha is 
granted his request and watches as Elijah 
disappears, then takes up Elijah’s mantle or 
cloak, and begins his many miracles.  They 
are described as “small wonders” by some; 
there is no fire and brimstone with his 
miracles, as there was with Elijah’s miracles.  
Elisha does not confront the king or the evil 
idols of Baal, but quietly connects with 
people in their daily life.  Oh yes, and Elisha 
was bald… 

Now let’s meet three women connected 
with Elisha… 
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2 Kings 4:1-7 – the widow 

 One of the wives of the sons of the prophets 

cried out to Elisha, “Your servant, my 

husband, has died. You know that your 

servant feared the Lord. Now the creditor is 

coming to take my two children as his 

slaves.” 

2 Elisha asked her, “What can I do for you? 

Tell me, what do you have in the house?” 

She said, “Your servant has nothing in the 

house except a jar of oil.” 

3 Then he said, “Go and borrow empty 

containers from everyone—from all your 

neighbors. Do not get just a few. 4 Then go 

in and shut the door behind you and your 

sons, and pour oil into all these containers. 

Set the full ones to one side.” 5 So she left. 

After she had shut the door behind her and 

her sons, they kept bringing her containers, 

and she kept pouring. 6 When they were 

full, she said to her son, “Bring me another 

container.” 

But he replied, “There aren’t any more.” 

Then the oil stopped. 

7 She went and told the man of God, and he 

said, “Go sell the oil and pay your debt; you 

and your sons can live on the rest.” 

      

 

Elisha meets “one of the wives of the sons 
of the prophets”.  Hebrew writings tell us 
that she is the widow of Obadiah, secretary 
of state to King Ahab, who had hidden the 
prophets of God from the wicked Jezebel, 
feeding them using his own resources while 
hiding them in a cave. That story is told in 1 
Kings 18.  We are not told the events that 
led to this point.  Slavery for debts was 
allowed; however, debt slavery during this 
time period was temporary and could not 
exceed certain limits.  But that was no 
comfort to this poor woman.   

What did the woman have left in her 
home? 

Why did she say she had “nothing”? 

What were Elisha’s instructions to her? 

Why do you think he told her to shut the 
door? 

This widow knew the extent of her calamity, 
but not the full extent of God’s love and 
mercy to her and her two sons.  The little 
bit of oil she had was as “nothing” in her 
sight.  She was to ask all her neighbors for 
empty jars, not just a few, but many!  God 
used this miracle of multiplication to show 
her His riches. 

What was she to do with the jars of oil? 

Both acts of redemption are seen here: 
first, the power – the miraculous supply of 
oil, and second, the price of redemption – 
“sell the oil, and pay your debt”.   

It took the obedience of the widow acting 
in faith despite her desperate 
circumstances before the jugs would be 
filled.  What a lesson for us!  Next is the 
woman of Shunem. 
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2 Kings 4:8-17  

the Shunamite woman 

8 One day Elisha went to Shunem.              

A prominent woman who lived there 

persuaded him to eat some food.                 

So whenever he passed by, he stopped there 

to eat. 9 Then she said to her husband, “I 

know that the one who often passes by here 

is a holy man of God, 10 so let’s make a 

small room upstairs and put a bed, a table, a 

chair, and a lamp there for him. Whenever 

he comes, he can stay there.” 

11 One day he came there and stopped and 

went to the room upstairs to lie down. 12 He 

ordered his attendant Gehazi, “Call this 

Shunammite woman.” So he called her and 

she stood before him. 

13 Then he said to Gehazi, “Say to her, 

‘Look, you’ve gone to all this trouble for us. 

What can we do for you? Can we speak on 

your behalf to the king or to the commander 

of the army?’” She answered, “I am living 

among my own people.” 

14 So he asked, “Then what should be done 

for her?” 

Gehazi answered, “Well, she has no son, and 

her husband is old.” 

15 “Call her,” Elisha said. So Gehazi called 

her, and she stood in the doorway. 16 Elisha 

said, “At this time next year you will have a 

son in your arms.” 

Then she said, “No, my lord. Man of God, 

do not deceive your servant.” 

17 The woman conceived and gave birth to a 

son at the same time the following year, as 

Elisha had promised her. 

 

Shunem – when the Bible names a place, it 
is significant.  “Shunem” means “uneven” 
and is mentioned two other times in 
Scripture.  Unevenness is highlighted by the 
difference between the two women – the 
poor widow in the first story, about to lose 
her sons to slavery, and a “prominent” 
woman in Shunem.  Scholars tell us that 
Shunem was on the road between Samaria 
and Carmel and was a fertile, farming 
district.  Shunem was the halfway point on 
Elisha’s journey. 

The woman was in the habit of providing a 
meal to Elisha when he would pass through. 

How did the woman describe Elisha? 

Why do you think stopping at this 
woman’s house became a habit for Elisha? 

Why would she go so far as to add a room 
just for Elisha to use? 

Why did Elisha want to do something for 
the woman? 

The woman’s response to Elisha, that she 
was “living among her own people” meant 
that she lacked for nothing, she was 
content, thank you anyway.  But Elisha was 
not satisfied to leave the matter alone. 

Elisha boldly announced that she would 
have a son “about this time next year”.  
Even though she had not entertained Elisha 
with any thought of personal gain or 
reward, God would graciously fill this 
unspoken or unrecognized need for a son. 

What was the woman’s response to this 
announcement? 

Why do you think she responded this way? 

 



The Gift of Life  2 Kings 4:18-37 

18 The child grew and one day went out to 

his father and the harvesters. 19 Suddenly he 

complained to his father, “My head! My 

head!”  His father told his servant, “Carry 

him to his mother.” 20 So he picked him up 

and took him to his mother. The child sat on 

her lap until noon and then died. 21 Then 

she went up and laid him on the bed of the 

man of God, shut him in, and left. 

22 She summoned her husband and said, 

“Please send me one of the servants and one 

of the donkeys, so I can hurry to the man of 

God and then come back.” 

23 But he said, “Why go to him today? It’s 

not a New Moon or a Sabbath.  She replied, 

“Everything is all right.” 

24 Then she saddled the donkey and said to 

her servant, “Hurry, don’t slow the pace for 

me unless I tell you.” 25 So she set out and 

went to the man of God at Mount Carmel. 

When the man of God saw her at a distance, 

he said to his attendant Gehazi, “Look, 

there’s the Shunammite woman.  

26 Run out to meet her and ask, ‘Are you all 

right? Is your husband all right? Is your son 

all right?’”  And she answered, 

“Everything’s all right.” 

27 When she came up to the man of God at 

the mountain, she clung to his feet. Gehazi 

came to push her away, but the man of God 

said, “Leave her alone—she is in severe 

anguish, and the Lord has hidden it from me. 

He hasn’t told me.” 

28 Then she said, “Did I ask my lord for a 

son? Didn’t I say, ‘Do not deceive me?’” 

29 So Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tuck your 

mantle under your belt, take my staff with 

you, and go. If you meet anyone, don’t stop 

to greet him, and if a man greets you, don’t 

answer him. Then place my staff on the 

boy’s face.” 

30 The boy’s mother said to Elisha, “As 

the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will 

not leave you.” So he got up and followed 

her.  31 Gehazi went ahead of them and 

placed the staff on the boy’s face, but there 

was no sound or sign of life, so he went 

back to meet Elisha and told him, “The boy 

didn’t wake up.” 

32 When Elisha got to the house, he 

discovered the boy lying dead on his 

bed. 33 So he went in, closed the door 

behind the two of them, and prayed to 

the Lord. 34 Then he went up and lay on the 

boy: he put mouth to mouth, eye to eye, 

hand to hand. While he bent down over him, 

the boy’s flesh became warm. 35 Elisha got 

up, went into the house, and paced back and 

forth. Then he went up and bent down over 

him again. The boy sneezed seven times and 

opened his eyes. 

36 Elisha called Gehazi and said, “Call the 

Shunammite woman.” He called her and she 

came. Then Elisha said, “Pick up your son.  

37 She came, fell at his feet, and bowed to 

the ground; she picked up her son and left. 

        

 

 



Elisha must have been an incredible person! 
The woman at Shunem provided him with a 
room and board whenever he passed 
through the town.  She knew him as a “man 
of God”.  The story has jumped ahead a few 
years; the boy is still young, but able to go 
to the fields with his father, when he suffers 
a sudden illness and dies later that day. 

What did the woman do when she noticed 
her son was dead? 

Where did she go to find Elisha? 

Why didn’t she tell her husband that their 
son had died? 

The Bible does not explain why she did 
what she did.  Perhaps she was afraid that 
her husband would want to bury the boy 
immediately – it was harvest time, so the 
weather would have been hot and burials 
took place quickly.  Her husband is puzzled 
that she would want to see Elisha, after all, 
it is not a festival or Sabbath.  But she sets 
out on a donkey with a servant to travel the 
dozen or more miles to Mt. Carmel. 

Why would she go to get Elisha?   

What did she think Elisha could do in this 
situation? 

What was Elisha’s first thought? 

Why do you think she said “Everything’s all 
right”. 

Again, Scripture does not tell us why she 
responded to Gehazi that everything was 
fine.  We are left to assume that she was 
desperate to reach Elisha in person.  The 
words in Hebrew literally  mean– “her soul 
is bitter to her”.  Even Elisha acknowledges 
that God had not given him any wisdom 
beforehand of this situation.   

What did the woman do when she reached 
Elisha? 

What did Gehazi do? 

What were Elisha’s instructions to Gehazi? 

Did Gehazi have Elisha’s power or spirit? 

What oath did the woman say to Elisha? 

Elisha instructed Gehazi to travel quickly 
ahead and place his prophet’s staff on the 
boy’s face.  But the mother’s instinct was 
truer and she knew Gehazi was not the man 
for the job.  She insisted on Elisha himself 
going to minister to her son.  She went so 
far as to swear an oath, “as the Lord lives 
and as you live”.   

We know the power of God did not reside 
in the staff of wood, but the boldness of 
faith through prayer can move mountains.  
Also, it is impossible to do the work of God 
by proxy, as if we can push our 
responsibilities onto someone else!      
God’s work has to be done in God’s way. 

What follows is truly miraculous.  After a 
trip of 4 – 6 hours, Elisha reaches the house 
and enters his chamber.  He shuts the door 
and prays to the Lord.  He placed his body 
on that of the boy, prayed again.  Finally the 
boy sneezed seven times.  Why we are told 
the number of sneezes is probably because 
seven is the number of perfection and 
completeness – think of Genesis and 
creation.  Whatever the meaning of the 
sneezes, the result was that God worked a 
miracle and had given her a son for the 
second time by His power! 

Next is another part of Jesus’ quotation in 
Luke of the healing of a leper and how it 
involved a young Jewish girl. 

 



Extending the Gospel to the Gentiles 

2 Kings 5:1-14 

5 Now Naaman, the commander of the king 

of Syria’s army, was esteemed and respected 

by his master, for through him the Lord had 

given Syria military victories. But this great 

warrior had a skin disease.  

2 Raiding parties went out from Syria and 

took captive from the land of Israel a young 

girl, who became a servant to Naaman’s 

wife.  

3 She told her mistress, “If only my master 

were in the presence of the prophet who is in 

Samaria! Then he would cure him of his 

skin disease.” 

4 Naaman went and told his master what the 

girl from the land of Israel had said.             

5 The king of Syria said, “Go! I will send a 

letter to the king of Israel.” So Naaman 

went, taking with him 10 talents of silver, 

6,000 shekels of gold, and 10 suits of 

clothes.  

6 He brought the letter to the king of Israel. 

It read: “This is a letter of introduction for 

my servant Naaman, whom I have sent to be 

cured of his skin disease.”  

7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he 

tore his clothes and said, “Am I God? Can I 

kill or restore life? Why does he ask me to 

cure a man of his skin disease? Certainly 

you must see that he is looking for an excuse 

to fight me!” 

8 When Elisha the prophet heard that the 

king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent 

this message to the king, “Why did you tear 

your clothes? Send him to me so he may 

know there is a prophet in Israel.”  

 

9 So Naaman came with his horses and 

chariots and stood in the doorway of 

Elisha’s house. 10 Elisha sent out a 

messenger who told him, “Go and wash 

seven times in the Jordan; your skin will be 

restored and you will be healed.”                 

11 Naaman went away angry. He said, 

“Look, I thought for sure he would come 

out, stand there, invoke the name of the Lord 

his God, wave his hand over the area, and 

cure the skin disease.    

12 The rivers of Damascus, the Abana and 

Pharpar, are better than any of the waters of 

Israel! Could I not wash in them and be 

healed?” So he turned around and went 

away angry.  

13 His servants approached and said to him, 

“O master, if the prophet had told you to do 

some difficult task, you would have been 

willing to do it. It seems you should be 

happy that he simply said, ‘Wash and you 

will be healed.’”  

14 So he went down and dipped in the 

Jordan seven times, as the prophet had 

instructed. His skin became as smooth as a 

young child’s and he was healed. 

 

 

 



Elisha’s healing Naaman of leprosy is one of 
the familiar Sunday School and VBS stories.  
It is told so often because it is such a great 
example of obedience and blessing.         
The reason I include it with the stories of 
the widows and the Shunamite woman, is 
because of the little Jewish servant girl.        
I look forward to meeting her in heaven and 
hearing her story.  Her testimony to a 
foreign Gentile Captain was used not only 
to cure his leprosy, but as Jesus taught it:    
a means of giving the Gospel message to 
the Gentiles! 

How did Naaman come to have a little 
Jewish girl as a servant? 

How does the Bible describe Naaman? 

The Hebrew words used to describe the girl 
are “na’ara getanna” or “little maiden”.  
The name of the Syrian captain, Naaman, 
means “gracious, pleasant”.  He was 
second in command in Syria – a very 
important and powerful person!   

Leprosy was used to describe many types of 
skin disease, and in this particular case, it 
was probably similar to psoriasis.  However, 
in the Bible, leprosy in any form was 
compared to sin, because like sin, leprosy 
spreads, defiles, isolates, and even kills.   

There is so much in this story to be amazed 
about.  The girl had come to service in the 
household of the commander of the armies 
of Syria!  She could speak to her mistress 
without fear of punishment and her advice 
was heeded!  She had no possessions as a 
slave, but she had something even greater 
than freedom!  Her faith was strong; God’s 
prophets had the power to cure even 
diseases such as Naaman’s leprosy. 

 

The story of Naaman is fascinating, but I will 
only emphasize a few points.  If you have 
time read the entire story.  You will be 
blessed! 

What exactly did the servant girl tell her 
mistress? 

Did she mention any conditions to be met?  
Any payments to be made? 

Why do you think Naaman took so much 
gold, silver and rich cloth with him? 

In todays money, Naaman could have taken 
close to two million dollars!!  It sounds like 
the VISA* commercial…”a cure for leprosy – 
PRICELESS!”  The trip from Damascus, Syria 
to Elisha in Samaria would have been about 
100 miles.  Then for Naaman to travel to 
the Jordan River was another 32 miles! 

What did you think of the reaction to the 
letter by the King of Israel? 

Why didn’t Elisha greet Naaman in person? 

What were Elisha’s instructions to 
Naaman? 

Were these instructions hard to follow? 

Why was Naaman so angry? 

The Bible tells us that Naaman had already 
planned in his mind how this cure would 
take place.  “He thought” that Elisha, 
impressed with Naaman’s position and 
power, would come out in person, “wave 
his hand over the place” and cure the leper.  
(It sounds like some kind of Jedi mind-trick!)  
The point is, Naaman had it all calculated in 
his mind, but nothing happened like he 
thought.  His pride was the biggest 
obstacle to his cure!   

 



Naaman even disputed that the Jordan 
River was so special – turns out Naaman is 
correct, his Syrian rivers were cleaner – but 
the source of the water was not the point.  
Obedience was the point. 

Why did Naaman think so little of Elisha’s 
“cure” ? 

Who convinced Naaman to follow 
through? 

How did they convince him? 

Write Naaman’s declaration from v.15: 

 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

So many lessons to learn from the story of 
Elisha, Naaman, and the servant girl.        
Her lesson is that God was not merely the 
God of the Jews, but also the God of the 
Gentiles!  She was testifying that the power 
and grace of God could reach not only to 
the borders of Canaan, but as far as the 
clouds are carried in the air! 

 

And the lesson from Elisha – he knew full 
well what he was doing!  He knew 
Naaman’s pride stood in the way of his 
healing.  Elisha did not want Naaman to 
equate God’s power with any “magical” 
activity on Elisha’s part.  And if the prophet 
had made the task any harder for Naaman 
to complete, then Naaman could have 
taken pride in a great accomplishment!   
But dipping in a dirty river seven times!!!  
(Some scholars equate Naaman’s seven dips 
as the seven times march around Jericho). 

What did it really cost Naaman to be 
cured? 

What did Naaman’s healed body do to his 
heart? 

And the lesson from Naaman himself – he 
had to be disenchanted, humbled and 
reproved.  Naaman finally learned two 
lessons: it was Jehovah who healed him, 
and He sent help through His free grace to 
one who is unworthy to receive it.   

Naaman’s lessons are our lessons. 

I hope you enjoyed these scenes from the 
Old Testament.  I love how we can tie the 
New Testament through the words of 
Jesus back to the Old Testament stories.  
There is so much to learn from these true 
stories.  Can’t wait to learn some more 
next month – about Anna the prophetess 
in Luke 2, only a few verses but a beautiful 
story. 

Blessings to you. 

 Dixie 

 

 

 


