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JACOB ‘S WELL 
Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus,  

tired as He was from the journey, sat down  
by the well.  It was about noon.   - John 4:6 

  
When God introduced Himself to Moses in Exodus 3, 
He said, “I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob”.  
Jacob was one of the patriarchal fathers of the Jewish 

people.  Jacob’s well was dug in the days of Genesis. 
 
Hundreds and hundreds of years later, Jesus sat with 
the Samaritan woman at this very well.  In Jesus’ day, 
the well was located in a city called Sychar, at the 
base of Mount Gerizim, the mountain where the 
Samaritans worshiped.  The Samaritans had built a 
temple on the top of Mount Gerizim because they 
were not permitted to worship at the temple in 

Jerusalem. 
 
Jacob’s well still exists today – some nearly two 
thousand years after Jesus sat there with the 
Samaritan woman.  The name of the city has changed; 
it is now called Nablus.  The well is still located at the 
base of Mount Gerizim.  To this very day, Samaritans 
still live on Mount Gerizim, and you can see the ruins 
and remains of the Samaritan temple toward the top 

of the mountain. 
 
K.McLelland, Jesus & Women, Lifeway, c2019. 



 

 

      

This month we study a woman known by her location, 
but not by her name – the woman at the well.    
 

This was a difficult time during Jesus’ ministry.       
We read in John 3:24 that John the Baptist had not yet 
been thrown in prison, but by the time we read John 4, 
King Herod had imprisoned and beheaded the prophet.  
It was then that the Pharisees turned their attention to 
Jesus and His disciples. 
 
If you are like me, you grew up hearing of the 
Samaritan woman at the well as a “bad girl”, shunned 

by other women and forced to get her water at the 
hottest time of the day.  And I grew up with Sunday 
school pictures that showed the Samaritan woman as 
young and beautiful.  Well, that view was probably 
incorrect. 
 



 

 

This incorrect 
notion began 
during medieval 

times and has 
persisted until 
today.  There is    
no evidence that 
drawing water from 
a well in the middle 
of the day is a sign 

that a woman has had an immoral or shameful life.  
And she was probably middle-aged and very care 

worn.  But who was she really? 
 
Studying these women of the Bible has certainly 
brought many of my childhood misconceptions into 
the light of Scripture and taught me many truths.  
I hope you will enjoy learning of the Living Water  
that Jesus brought to Samaria, Judea and to the 
entire world.  Let us read John 4. 
 



 

 

John 4:1-43 
1 Now when Jesus realized that the Pharisees had 

heard He was making and baptizing more disciples 

than John— 2 although it was not Jesus who did the 

baptizing but His disciples— 3 He left Judea and 

went back to Galilee.  

4 Now it was necessary for Him to go through 

Samaria. 5 So He came to a town in Samaria called 

Sychar, near the piece of land that Jacob had given 

to his son Joseph.  

6 Jacob’s Well was also there, and Jesus, tired out 

by the journey, sat down by the well. It was about 

noon.   

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and 

Jesus told her, “Please give me a drink,”  

8 since His disciples had gone off into town to buy 

food. 

9 The Samaritan woman asked Him, “How can you, 

a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a Samaritan 

woman?” Because Jews do not have anything to do 

with Samaritans. 



 

 

 

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of 

God, and who it is who is saying to you, ‘Please 

give me a drink,’ you would have been the one to 

ask Him, and He would have given you living 

water.” 

11 The woman told Him, “Sir, you don’t have a 

bucket, and the well is deep. Where are you going 

to get this living water? 12 You’re not greater than 

our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and drank 

from it, along with his sons and his flocks, are you?” 

13 Jesus answered her, “Everyone who drinks 

this water will become thirsty again.  

14 But whoever drinks the water that I will give 

him will never become thirsty again. The water 

that I will give him will become a well of water for 

him, springing up to eternal life.” 

15 The woman told Him, “Sir, give me this water, so 

that I won’t get thirsty or have to keep coming here 

to draw water.” 



 

 

16 He told her, “Go and call your husband, and 

come back here.” 

17 The woman answered Him, “I don’t have a 

husband.” 

Jesus told her, “You are quite right in saying,  

‘I don’t have a husband,’ 18 because you have 

had five husbands, and the man you have now is 

not your husband. What you have said is true.” 

19 The woman told Him, “Sir, I see that You are a 

prophet! 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this 

mountain. But You Jews say that the place where 

people should worship is in Jerusalem.” 

21 Jesus told her, “Believe me, dear lady, the 

hour is coming when you Samaritans will 

worship the Father neither on this mountain nor 

in Jerusalem. 22 You do not know what you are 

worshiping. We Jews know what we are 

worshiping because salvation comes from the 

Jews. 23 Yet the time is coming, and is now here, 

when true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth.  



 

 

Indeed, the Father is looking for people like that 

to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who 

worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 

25 The woman told Him, “I know that the Anointed 

One is coming, who is being called ‘Messiah’. When 

that person comes, He will explain everything.” 

26 “I am He,” Jesus replied, “the One who is 

speaking to you.” 

27 At this point His disciples arrived, and they were 

astonished that He was talking to a woman.          

Yet no one said, “What do you want from her?”  

or, “Why are You talking to her?” 

      

28 Then the woman left her water jar and went back 

to town.  She told people,  



 

 

29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I’ve 

ever done! Could He possibly be the 

Messiah?” 30 The people left the town and started 

on their way to Him. 

31 Meanwhile, the disciples were urging Him, 

“Rabbi, have something to eat.” 

32 But He told them, “I have food to eat that you 

know nothing about.” 

33 So the disciples began to say to one another, 

“No one has brought Him anything to eat, have 

they?” 

34 Jesus told them, “My food is doing the will of 

the One who sent me and completing His 

work. 35 You say, don’t you, ‘In four more 

months the harvest will begin?’ Look, I tell you, 

open your eyes and observe that the fields are 

ready for harvesting now! 36 The one who 

harvests is already receiving his wages and 

gathering a crop for eternal life, so that the one 

who sows and the one who harvests may rejoice 

together. 37 In this respect the saying is true: 



 

 

‘One person sows, and another person 

harvests.’ 38 I have sent you to harvest what you 

have not worked for. Others have worked, and 

you have adopted their work as your own.” 

39 Now many of the Samaritans of that town 

believed in Jesus because the woman had testified, 

“He told me everything I’ve ever done.” 

40 So when the Samaritans came to Jesus, they 

asked Him to stay with them, and He stayed there 

for two days. 41 And many more believed because 

of what He said. 42 They kept telling the woman,  

“It is no longer because of what you said that we 

believe, because now we have heard Him 

ourselves, and we know that He really is the 

Savior of the world.” 

43 Two days later, Jesus left for Galilee from there. 

 

 



 

 

“When Jesus travels beyond Galilee, 

we know something special is about to happen! 

This story is geographically exceptional  

and purposeful”.   - John Beck 

  
As Bible teacher John Beck explains in The Basic Bible 

Atas: When Jesus made the significant declaration 
that He “had to” go through Samaria, it was “because 
no place in the Promised Land had waited longer (for 
the Messiah).  This was the very spot where the Lord 
had appeared to Abraham in Genesis 12 (at that time 
it was called Sechem) and anchored the plan of 
salvation to the Jewish people. Upon hearing God’s 
promise, Abraham built an altar in that place to 
worship and sacrifice to God.  So, it is no coincidence 

that Jesus revealed His identity as Messiah to the 
Samaritan woman in the same location where God 
had made promises to Abraham!”    
 

Wow – that gives me spiritual chills! 
 

 



 

 

More about Samaria.  The land of Palestine is only 
120 miles from north to south and at the time of 
Jesus, it was divided into three political sections: 

Galilee in the north, Judea with Jerusalem in the 
south, and Samaria in the middle. 
 
The Samaritans were biological descendants of two 
groups of people:  
(1) the remnant of native Israelites left behind when 
Assyria conquered them and  
(2) the foreign peoples brought in from Babylonia to 
settle the land.   

 
Therefore, Samaritans were viewed as “half-breeds” 
by the Jewish people and despised for their mixed 
heritage.  The Samaritans reacted by building their 
own temple on Mt. Gerizim and only using the five 
books of Moses as their Scripture.  They created their 
own priesthood and developed their own theology.   
 

There was a fierce hatred between the 

Samaritans and the Jews, lasting 
for four hundred years!    
So, we now begin our story of 
the woman identified as:       
‘a woman of Samaria’ or  
‘the Samaritan woman’      
or just ‘the woman’  

and the longest recorded 
conversation of Jesus in the Bible with any person! 
 



 

13 

There are several men called John in the New 

Testament.  This John speaks of himself as “the 

disciple whom Jesus loved” and he was also the 

writer of this Gospel.  

 

Along with Peter and his brother James, John was a 

witness of Jesus’ glory at the Transfiguration.  

John (and brother James) are sons of Zebedee, 

fishermen before Jesus called them to leave their 

nets and follow Him.  Each of the Gospels reflects the 

personality of its author, and the Gospel of John is 

very distinctive in stressing the deity of Jesus.         

In fact, John gives his purpose statement in John 

20:31: “so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in his name.” 

 

 

John also uses WATER as a 

connecting theme all through his 

Gospel.  John 1 tells of Jesus’ 

baptism by John the Baptist         

(a different John), John 2 tells of 

Jesus changing the water into wine, John 3 records 

the conversation with Nicodemus when Jesus says 

that we must be born of water and spirit, and now in 

John 4 we meet the woman at the well who needs 

Living Water. 
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Read John 4:1-6.  What word in verse 4 tells us that 

Jesus is intentional about going through Samaria, 

not around? 

When traveling north and south, Jews typically went 

around Samaria by crossing over the Jordan River, 

even though this would make a 3-day trip twice as 

long.  By deliberately going through Samaria, Jesus 

was not only crossing political boundaries, but also 

strict cultural boundaries of people with differing 

gender and moral values. However, He had a divine 

appointment with the woman at Jacob's Well.  

John gives the exact time in the story for a reason.  

Why do you think he mentioned it?   

What do you think or expect to happen next? 

 

John also gives the exact location of the well – 

placing it in Jewish history, pulling the Old 

Testament into the Gospel story. 

John uses two different 

words for well:  the Greek 

word “pege” means ‘a 

spring of water’ and the 

word “phrear” describes a 

cistern.  Jacob’s Well 

depends on rainfall and 

percolation of water through limestone rock.  

Originally 100’ deep, debris over the years has 

raised the depth to 75’. 
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Read John 4:7-14.  What do you appreciate about 

the way Jesus approached the conversation with the 

woman at the well?   

Different versions of the Bible phrase Jesus’ asking 

for water as a demand or as a polite request.  The 

original Greek is a respectful asking for water.  The 

Greek word “gune” for woman means a woman of 

any age, whether a virgin, or married, or a widow .   

John makes sure to mention that the disciples had 

gone into the town for supplies, emphasizing that 

Jesus was alone at the well. 

We do not know why she was drawing water at 

noon – she may have had a perfectly good reason – 

but it has had the effect of multiplying her 

reputation, and not in a good way! 

The woman begins a type of verbal contest with 

Jesus, matching his request with a bold reply.  

Again, John adds an explanation that Jews have no 

dealings with--, do not use things in common with--, 

do not associate with--, would not be caught dead 

with-- Samaritans!  We might not understand the 

reason, but a Jewish man touching 

any object used by her would 

himself become unclean, because:  

(1) she was a Samaritan  
(2) a woman,  
(3) a stranger.   
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Jesus says, “If you knew…”.  We quickly see that 
Jesus and the woman are on opposite 
wavelengths!   The conversation changes from 

physical thirst to eternal satisfaction.  The Greek 
word in v.10 for gift is “dorea” and is found only 
this one time in the Gospels.  It means something 
freely given by God, not based on personal merit 
or entitlement.   
 
What did she think she needed? 
What did Jesus know she needed? 
What are the characteristics of this “Living Water” 

Jesus spoke of? 
 
Even though in v.11, she changes from addressing 
Jesus as “You, a Jew” to “Sir”, she still does not 
understand.  She challenges Jesus and reminds 
him that they both share Jacob as an ancestor!    
In effect, she is asking Jesus – who do you think 
you are – and her question expects a negative 
answer. 

 
What is Jesus saying about the water in v.13-14? 
What image do you get from v.14? 
Different Bible versions say: 
- a spring of water welling up to eternal life 
- a spring which will provide life-giving water 
- a well of water springing up to eternal life 
- a spring of water that keeps on bubbling up 
- a fountain of water springing up to eternal life 
- gushing fountains of endless life 
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Read John 4:15-18.  She wants this water, she does 
not pretend to understand this water, but she does 
not want to thirst or work for this water!  

 
Jesus now makes a sharp, sudden turn in His 
conversation!   
What was His instruction to the woman? 
Why do you think He said this? 
How was her marital status related to her need for 
Living Water? 
 
Before she could receive Living Water, she had to 

confront her sin.  Jesus was not refusing this Living 
Water to her, but He was pulling her closer to 
receiving eternal life.   
 
There is much debate on whether she was divorced, 
widowed, or both.  Regardless, she was not living 
by the moral code of her community, and Jesus 
knew it!  At this point, she could have walked away 
embarrassed, but she stayed!  

 
What is your impression of the woman at this point? 
Did Jesus condemn her past relationships? 
Did Jesus condemn her current situation? 
How does she respond? 
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Read John 4:19-26.  This lady is one sharp cookie!  
She quickly turns the conversation from personal 
and very uncomfortable to a theological argument.  

It is always easier to talk about church than to talk 
about Jesus! 
 
The woman continues to push back with divisive 
words: “our” vs. “you people”.  She would rather 
talk about corporate worship than personal 
relationships or talk about Jerusalem at a distance 
than her life’s situation up close! 
 

Part of the Jewish vs. Samaritan debate was over 
place of worship: Jerusalem vs. Mt. Gerizim. 
How does Jesus respond in v.21? 
What is the tone of His response to her? 
 

Mt. Gerizim   licensed under Creative Commons 
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When Jesus says, “Believe Me, woman”, those are 
emphatic words.  He does not want her to 
misunderstand that place is not the real issue of 

worship; it is not WHERE but HOW we worship! 
 
In her heart, she really wanted the truth:  

- where do I find God? 
- where do I go to truly worship? 

 
How does Jesus define “true worship” in v.23? 
We, who have grown up with the concept of an 
omnipresent God, understand that we can worship 

anywhere and anytime.  But this was an unknown 
concept in the 1st century! 
 
In v.24, Jesus speaks of worshiping “in spirit and 
truth”.  In the Greek, these two words become one 
thought – much like when we say something is “nice 
and warm” – so “in spirit and truth” becomes “truly 
spiritual”.  What does this mean?   
 

One commentary said this:  

What is “truly spiritual” worship?  It is, first, worship that is 
spiritual in every respect: the source, subject, basis, and 
method.  It rises from the spirit of the worshipper, not just 

from their mouth; it is heartfelt.  It comes from a person who 
has spiritual life because of the new birth that the Holy Spirit 
has given them.  It passes from believers to God through our 
spiritual mediator, Jesus Christ.  The basis of our worship is 

the spiritual work Jesus Christ did in His incarnation and 
atonement.  We must not worship in ways that are attractive 
to us, but as God would wish us to worship.    NET BIBLE, CONSTABLE 
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The pivotal moment in the entire encounter with the 
Samaritan woman is in v.25-26: 
 

25 The woman told him, “I know that the Anointed 

One is coming, who is being called ‘Messiah’.  

When that person comes, he will explain everything.” 

26 “I am He,” Jesus replied,  

“the One who is speaking to you.” 

 

Wow!  I love this verse.  One thing she understood 

clearly, and she felt Jesus would agree with her: 

Messiah was coming, and when He came, He would 

reveal divine mysteries and clarify all these matters. 

The Samaritans anticipated Messiah’s arrival, as the 

Jews did, but they viewed Him primarily as a 

teacher, referring to Him as the “Taheb” (meaning 

“the Restorer” or possibly “He who returns”).   

 

This is the only time Jesus clearly identified Himself 

as Messiah before His trial in Jerusalem.   

The Greek words are “ego eimi”, the first of Jesus’  

I AM statements.  His announcement is an invitation 

for her salvation. 
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Read John 4:27-38.   

The story with the woman is 

interrupted with the return 

of the disciples. 

What word in v.27 describes their reaction? 

Why did they react this way?   

Did anyone actually say anything to Jesus?  

John is careful to point out that no one asked Jesus 

what was going on here!  And John adds his own 

unspoken questions to the story!  I find this amazing! 

 

Note that John includes the significant detail about 

the water jar.  Some see this as symbolic of leaving 

the old life behind, and others think she left in a 

hurry, but was planning to return.  Whichever is the 

case, we can ask her in heaven, when we see her!  

 

But the important truth 

here is that she shares 

Jesus with the people in 

the village!  She frames 

her question in such a 

way that people will have 

to come see Jesus for 

themselves! 
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Jesus takes this opportunity to teach 

the disciples.  Rabbis taught using 

the objects and events around them. 

   

What word picture does Jesus use in v.34?   

What is the will of the Father in this instance?   

Doing the will of His Father gave Jesus His divine 

life energy. 

Jesus uses two commonly known agricultural 

proverbs: 

- There are four more months and 

then comes the harvest… 

- One sows and another reaps… 

 

Jesus redirects the disciples to “look up” or “lift up 

your eyes”; He wants them to stop thinking about 

physical food and think about the spiritual harvest 

around them!  Like physical grain, if unharvested, 

souls left unreached will die in their sins!  Jesus is 

sending them to harvest where others had worked.  

Both sowing and harvesting are necessary in the 

field and in Christian salvation! 

 

What are some obstacles that keep us from 

engaging with others to share the gospel? 

How can we be more active in sharing our faith? 
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Read John 4:39-42. 

We see something amazing in Samaria.   

Their response to Jesus was much more positive 

than that of the Jewish people!   

The hospitality of the Samaritans is contrasted with 

the hostility of the Jews.   

How had the villager’s perception of the woman 

changed? 

Will they change their behavior toward her, too? 

People pay attention when God changes a person! 

 

Note in v.42, when 

the Samaritans state 

their belief in Jesus 

as the Savior  

of the world.   

Only John uses this 

terminology; it is 

not the doctrine of 

universalism (where 

everybody is saved), 

but Jesus makes 

everyone ‘savable’ if they believe on Him. 

What a wonderful time this was for the Samaritans 

as Jesus stayed two days teaching them. 
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Read John 4:43-45.   

John transitions again with a change in location to 

make a cycle.  The Galileans did welcome Jesus, but 

it was superficial and based on the miracles they 

had seen Jesus do at the Feast of Passover in 

Jerusalem.  There was no indication that these signs 

brought them to actual saving faith.   

 

John brings closure to the Samaritan episode by this 

final contrast of the unbelief of the Jews with the 

belief of the Samaritans. 

 

I have loved reading and learning from this story of 

the woman of Samaria and I look forward to 

continuing the study of women of the Bible in 

2021.  These studies are posted: www.mywbc.org 

tab: Ministries: Ladies’ Bible Study. 
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