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The account of David and Bathsheba is one of those Bible stories that 

even unbelievers know about, because it showcases the sins of godly 

people.  Max Lucado puts it this way: 

David “has never been higher.  The wave of his success crests at age 

fifty.  Israel is expanding.  The country is prospering.  In two decades 

on the throne, he has distinguished himself as warrior, musician, 

statesman, and king.  His cabinet is strong and his boundaries stretch 

for 60,000 square miles.  No defeats on the battlefield.   No blemishes 

on his administration.  Loved by the people.  Served by the soldiers.  

Followed by the crowds.  David is at an all time high.”                 

     FACING YOUR GIANTS, c2006. 

 Scholars have debated for centuries whether Bathsheba was a 

willing participant or an unwilling victim.  The Bible gives us very few clues 

either way, but the life lessons we can learn are plain and clear for us to 

see. 

 Bathsheba’s story is told in 2 Samuel 11-12, also in 1 Kings,             

1 Chronicles, and Psalm 32 and Psalm 51.  First and Second Samuel were 

originally one book called the Book of Samuel in the Hebrew Bible.  

Scholars believe Samuel was the author of most of the book, but that it 

was finished by Nathan the prophet, or others.  The Book of Samuel 

covers the period of Israel’s history bracketed by Samuel’s conception 

and the end of David’s reign, a period of about 150 years.  The Holy 

Spirit’s purpose in giving us the books of 1 and 2 Samuel was not just to 

record events that transpired…  

 

It was primarily to teach spiritual lessons of God’s grace.  
Our most difficult times are not when things are going hard.  

Hard times teach us to depend on God. 
Our greatest battles come when we are bored, with time 

and leisure on our hands.    ~   Chuck Swindoll 
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Read 2 Samuel 11-12 in your Bible or I have it here in the New American 

Standard Version. 

 

CHAPTER 11:1 Then it happened in the spring, at the time when 

kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with him 

and all Israel, and they destroyed the sons of Ammon and besieged 

Rabbah. But David stayed at Jerusalem. 

 

2 Now when evening came David arose from his bed and walked 

around on the roof of the king's house, and from the roof he saw a 

woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful in appearance.  

3 So David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, "Is 

this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite?"  

4 David sent messengers and took her, and when she came to him, 

he lay with her; and when she had purified herself from her 

uncleanness, she returned to her house.  

5 The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, and said, "I am 

pregnant." 

 

6 Then David sent to Joab, saying, "Send me Uriah the Hittite." So 

Joab sent Uriah to David.  

7 When Uriah came to him, David asked concerning the welfare of 

Joab and the people and the state of the war.  

8 Then David said to Uriah, "Go down to your house, and wash your 

feet." And Uriah went out of the king's house, and a present from the 

king was sent out after him.  

9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants 

of his lord, and did not go down to his house.  

10 Now when they told David, saying, "Uriah did not go down to his 

house," David said to Uriah, "Have you not come from a journey? 

Why did you not go down to your house?"  

What is your impression of David at this point? of Bathsheba? 
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11 Uriah said to David, "The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in 

temporary shelters, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are 

camping in the open field. Shall I then go to my house to eat and to 

drink and to lie with my wife? By your life and the life of your soul, I 

will not do this thing."  

12 Then David said to Uriah, "Stay here today also, and tomorrow I 

will let you go." So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the 

next.  

13 Now David called him, and he ate and drank before him, and he 

made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his bed 

with his lord's servants, but he did not go down to his house. 

 

14 Now in the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by 

the hand of Uriah.  

15 He had written in the letter, 

saying, "Place Uriah in the front 

line of the fiercest battle and 

withdraw from him, so that he 

may be struck down and die."  

16 So it was as Joab kept 

watch on the city, that he put 

Uriah at the place where he 

knew there were valiant men.  

17 The men of the city went out and fought against Joab, and some 

of the people among David's servants fell; and Uriah the Hittite also 

died.  

18 Then Joab sent and reported to David all the events of the war.  

19 He charged the messenger, saying, "When you have finished 

telling all the events of the war to the king,  

20 and if it happens that the king's wrath rises and he says to you, 

'Why did you go so near to the city to fight? Did you not know that 

they would shoot from the wall?  
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21 Who struck down Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Did not a 

woman throw an upper millstone on him from the wall so that he 

died at Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?'-then you shall 

say, 'Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.'" 

 

 

22 So the messenger departed and came and reported to David all 

that Joab had sent him to tell.  

23 The messenger said to David, "The men prevailed against us and 

came out against us in the field, but we pressed them as far as the 

entrance of the gate.  

24 Moreover, the archers shot at your servants from the wall; so 

some of the king's servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the 

Hittite is also dead."  

25 Then David said to the messenger, "Thus you shall say to Joab, 

'Do not let this thing displease you, for the sword devours one as 

well as another; make your battle against the city stronger and 

overthrow it'; and so encourage him." 

 

26 Now when the wife of Uriah 

heard that Uriah her husband 

was dead, she mourned for her 

husband.  

 

27 When the time of mourning 

was over, David sent and 

brought her to his house and 

she became his wife; then she 

bore him a son. But the thing 

that David had done was evil in 

the sight of the Lord. 

 

 

What emotion do you feel for Uriah? 

What was David’s first sin?     
How did he compound his sin? 
Could he have pulled back his actions at any point? 
Who was harmed by David’s sin? 
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CHAPTER12:1 Then the Lord sent Nathan to David. And he came to 

him and said, 

"There were two men in one city, the one rich and the other poor. 

 

2 "The rich man had a great many flocks and herds. 

 

3 "But the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb 

Which he bought and nourished; 

And it grew up together with him and his children. 

It would eat of his bread and drink of his cup and lie in his bosom, 

And was like a daughter to him. 

 

4 "Now a traveler came to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take 

from his own flock or his own herd, to prepare for the wayfarer who 

had come to him; rather he took the poor man's ewe lamb and 

prepared it for the man who had come to him."  

5 Then David's anger burned greatly against the man, and he said to 

Nathan, "As the Lord lives, surely the man who has done this 

deserves to die.  

6 He must make restitution for the lamb fourfold, because he did this 

thing and had no compassion." 

 

7 Nathan then said to David, 

"You are the man! Thus says the 

Lord God of Israel, 'It is I who 

anointed you king over Israel 

and it is I who delivered you 

from the hand of Saul.  

8 I also gave you your master's 

house and your master's wives 

into your care, and I gave you 

the house of Israel and Judah; and if that had been too little, I would 

have added to you many more things like these!  
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9 Why have you despised the word of the Lord by doing evil in His 

sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, have 

taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of 

the sons of Ammon.  

10 Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, 

because you have despised Me and have taken the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite to be your wife.'  

11 Thus says the Lord, 'Behold, I will raise up evil against you from 

your own household; I will even take your wives before your eyes and 

give them to your companion, and he will lie with your wives in broad 

daylight.  

12 Indeed you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, 

and under the sun.'"  

13 Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord." And 

Nathan said to David, "The Lord also has taken away your sin; you 

shall not die.  

14 However, because by this deed you have given occasion to the 

enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also that is born to you 

shall surely die."       15 So Nathan went to his house. 

 

 

 

 

 

Then the Lord struck the child that Uriah's widow bore to David, so 

that he was very sick.  

16 David therefore inquired of God for 

the child; and David fasted and went and 

lay all night on the ground.  

17 The elders of his household stood 

beside him in order to raise him up from 

the ground, but he was unwilling and would not eat food with them.  

18 Then it happened on the seventh day that the child died.  

Why did Nathan begin with a story? 

How did David’s reaction condemn him? 

In what way did God show punishment for sin? 

In what way did God show mercy? 
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And the servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was 

dead, for they said, "Behold, while the child was still alive, we spoke 

to him and he did not listen to our voice. How then can we tell him 

that the child is dead, since he might do himself harm!"  

19 But when David saw that his servants were whispering together, 

David perceived that the child was dead; so David said to his 

servants, "Is the child dead?" And they said, "He is dead."  

20 So David arose from the ground, washed, anointed himself, and 

changed his clothes; and he came into the house of the Lord and 

worshiped. Then he came to his own house, and when he requested, 

they set food before him and he ate. 

21 Then his servants said to him, "What is this thing that you have 

done? While the child was alive, you fasted and wept; but when the 

child died, you arose and ate food."  

22 He said, "While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for I 

said, 'Who knows, the Lord may be gracious to me, that the child may 

live.'  

23 But now he has died; why should I fast? Can I bring him back 

again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me." 

 

24 Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and went in to her  

and lay with her; and she gave birth to a 

son, and he named him Solomon.  

Now the Lord loved him  

25 and sent word through Nathan the 

prophet, and he named him Jedidiah for 

the Lord's sake. 
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26 Now Joab fought against Rabbah of the sons of Ammon and 

captured the royal city.  

27 Joab sent messengers to David and said, "I have fought against 

Rabbah, I have even captured the city of waters.  

28 Now therefore, gather the rest of the people together and camp 

against the city and capture it, or I will capture the city myself and it 

will be named after me."  

29 So David gathered all the people and went to Rabbah, fought 

against it and captured it.  

 

30 Then he took the crown of their king from 

his head; and its weight was a talent of gold, 

and in it was a precious stone; and it was 

placed on David's head. And he brought out 

the spoil of the city in great amounts.  

31 He also brought out the people who were 

in it, and set them under saws, sharp iron 

instruments, and iron axes, and made them 

pass through the brick kiln. And thus he did to 

all the cities of the sons of Ammon. Then 

David and all the people returned to 

Jerusalem. 
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Wow!  What a story!  David’s subtle descent into sin begins as he awakes 

from an afternoon nap!    

 
In the mid-1990s, Israeli archeologist Eilat Mazar proposed searching for 

the remains of David's palace at a site in the oldest area of Jerusalem.  

She located it on the 

eastern slope, at the 

northern end, of the 

ridge that the City of 

David is built upon, so 

that every other building 

lay at a lower elevation 

from him.  David’s 

palace was purposefully 

built close to the 

northern wall of the 

fortress so that its 

residents could swiftly 

find refuge in the 

fortress in case of impending attack.  Therefore, David really could look 

down upon Bathsheba’s roof. 

 



11 

2 Samuel 11:1 sets the scene as the siege of Rabbah in Ammon.  So, who 

were the Ammonites and other peoples that the Jews were constantly 

battling?   

 The Ammonites were 

descendants of Lot’s incestuous 

relationship with his younger 

daughter after Lot’s wife was 

turned into a pillar of salt 

(Genesis19:38).   

 The Moabites were descendants 

of Lot’s incestuous relationship 

with his oldest daughter 

(Genesis 19:37).   

 The Edomites were descended from Jacob’s brother Esau 

(Genesis 25). 

 All these peoples were a mixture of Jewish and nomadic tribes 

that lived east of Israel.                           

God had commanded the Israelites not 

to intermarry with these pagans, 

because of their worship of false gods, 

such as Molech – a god that required 

infant sacrifice. 

 The Israelites were forbidden to ‘hate’ 

their close relatives (Deuteronomy 23:7), but they constantly 

battled one another.  

 God used two women from those tribes in the lineage of Jesus: 

Ruth, the Moabite was the great-grandmother of King David and 

David’s son, Solomon married Naamah, an Ammonite. 

 Their descendants live today in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and as 

Palestinians. 
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Chapters 11 and 12 of 2 Samuel together form a unit with chiastic (X) 

structure.  We see this quite often in the Bible as events play out in an  

A – B – C – B – A sequence.  Here is the outline of Bathsheba’s story: 

 

A – David sends Joab to besiege Rabbah (2 Samuel 11:1) 

 

    B – David sleeps with Bathsheba; she becomes pregnant  (11:2-5) 

 

        C – David has Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband, killed   (11:6-17) 

 

            D – Joab sends David a message  (11:18-27a) 

 

                E – God is displeased with David  (11:27b)         

 

            D’ – God sends David a messenger  (12:1-14) 

 

        C’ – God strikes David’s infant son, who dies   (12:15-23) 

 

    B’ – David sleeps with Bathsheba; she becomes pregnant  (12:24-25) 

 

A’ – Joab sends for David to besiege and capture Rabbah  (12:26-31) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Climax or  

crisis point of story 

LET’S LOOK AT DAVID 

By telling the story in a military setting, we see 

that David is not looking for a wife, or even an 

affair – he is looking for a conquest! 

How would you describe David? 
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BATHSHEBA - 

Her father is Eliam – one of David’s MIGHTY MEN. 

Her grandfather is Ahithophel, one of David’s 

counselors.   

So, through her family connections, she was a 

palace insider. 

The Bible tells us she is beautiful.  How else would 

you describe her? 
 

URIAH THE HITTITE -  his name means 

 ‘YAHWEH IS MY LIGHT’ 

he was characterized as a believer in God 

 

HITTITES were descended from Heth, the 

son of Canaan (and great-grandson of 

Noah, Genesis 10:15). They ruled the area 

of Syria and eastern Turkey. 

 

One of David’s might men or “The Thirty” 

– mighty warriors who fought alongside 

David in his many battles  

Uriah is everything David is NOT: 
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NATHAN -   

Prophet of God, also the court prophet =  

---he wrote the histories of King David and King 

Solomon and was involved in the music of the 

temple services. 

His name means ‘given’                

As trusted advisor and prophet, Nathan also 

served as the moral voice; he can accuse David 

in a way that no one else in the story can. 

 

How did Nathan expose David’s sin? 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

 

JOAB -  a nephew by David’s sister.  

Commander of David’s armies.                 

Joab’s 2 brothers were also David’s MIGHTY MEN. 

 

Joab followed David’s request, but not exactly… 

Joab’s method also resulted in other men dying 

alongside Uriah. 

How do you think Joab felt about this whole episode? 

____________________________________________

____________________________________________ 

• What part of this story surprises you most? 

• What do we learn about temptation? 

• Is temptation the same as sin? 

• How should we confront sin in our life?     

• In the lives of others? 

• What happens when we are expected to bend the rules? 
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David wrote Psalm 51 as a direct result of his sin with Bathsheba.  Read it 

in your Bible or I have it here in the NASB version: 

 

PSALM 51 For the choir director. A Davidic psalm when Nathan 

the prophet came to him after he had gone to Bathsheba. 

 

1 Be gracious to me, God, according to Your faithful love; 

according to Your abundant compassion, blot out my rebellion. 

2 Wash away my guilt and cleanse me from my sin. 

3 For I am conscious of my rebellion, and my sin is always 

before me. 

4 Against You—You alone—I have sinned and done this evil in 

Your sight. So, You are right when You pass sentence; 

You are blameless when You judge. 

5 Indeed, I was guilty when I was born; I was sinful when my 

mother conceived me. 

6 Surely You desire integrity in the inner self, and You teach 

me wisdom deep within. 

7 Purify me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I 

will be whiter than snow. 

8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones You have 

crushed rejoice. 

9 Turn Your face away from my sins and blot out all my guilt. 

10 God, create a clean heart for me and renew a 

steadfast spirit within me. 

11 Do not banish me from Your presence or take Your Holy 

Spirit from me. 

12 Restore the joy of Your salvation to me, and give me a 

willing spirit. 

13 Then I will teach the rebellious Your ways, and sinners will 

return to You. 

14 Save me from the guilt of bloodshed, God, the God of my 

salvation, 
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and my tongue will sing of Your righteousness. 

15 Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

16 You do not want a sacrifice, or I would give it; 

You are not pleased with a burnt offering. 

17 The sacrifice pleasing to God is a broken spirit. God, You 

will not despise a broken and humbled heart. 

18 In Your good pleasure, cause Zion to prosper; build the 

walls of Jerusalem. 

19 Then You will delight in righteous sacrifices, whole burnt 

offerings; then bulls will be offered on Your altar. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does this story tell us about God? 

What does it tell us about ourselves? 

What is your response? 

 


