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The story of the widow’s mite, or the widow’s offering,                        
is found in Mark 12 and Luke 21. 

 

One day, when Jesus was sitting with His disciples near 

the temple treasury watching people depositing money 

into the offering receptacles as they walked by.  Jesus 

watched as the rich were contributing large sums of 

money, but then comes a widow with two small coins, 

the smallest denomination of coins.  The widow put her 

coins (‘mites’ in the KJV) into the box, and Jesus pointed 

her out to the disciples:   “Truly I tell you; this poor widow 
has put more into the  treasury than all the others.” 

 



 

 

 What does Jesus want us to learn  
from the  story of the widow’s mite? 

• God sees what man overlooks.           

People noticed the large offerings of the     

rich people, but Jesus saw the humble gift    

of a widow. 

• God’s valuation is different from man’s.  

Those two mites added up to only one penny, 

but Jesus said that the widow had given more 

than anyone else. 

• God commends giving in faith.            

Here was a woman in need of receiving 

charity, yet she gave from the heart. 

This small story (only 3 verses) is part of a much 

bigger and very important chapter in Jesus’ final 

week before His crucifixion.  Let us pull back to 

get a larger view of the events and the deeper 

lessons that God has for us.  We will be reading 

from the Gospel of Mark, so have your Bible 

ready for an exciting message! 
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 Scholars have determined that Mark was the 

first gospel book to be written.  Mark writes of 

the holy, sacred way of life among the people 

and places of his time.  Every story Mark tells us 

is significant.  Women, children, fishermen, 

lepers, sinners, the sick, the unclean – all these 

common people matter more to Mark than the 

religious or political powers of his day.      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

His stories demand   

our close attention,     

as if we were gathered 

around a storyteller 

who brings out 

treasures for us           

to hear.                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 Mark also uses a technique in his stories called 

‘sandwich’ or ‘envelope’.  He begins a story, 

interrupts it with another event, and then goes 

back to finish the first story.  This technique has 

the effect of adding strength to the story, like tying 

a double knot.  It also gives movement to his 

stories.  Turn to Mark 11 in your Bible. 

A look at the Gospel of Mark 
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The three chapters of Mark 11-13 focus on the   

last week of Jesus’ life before the Passion of the 

Cross.  These events take place in and around 

Jerusalem during the Feast of Passover.  

Jerusalem is crowded with pilgrims visiting the  

Holy City as Jesus makes His triumphal entry.    

This is the first day in Mark’s narrative. 

Mark 11:11  Then Jesus entered Jerusalem and went 
to the temple.  After looking around at everything, 
He went out to Bethany with the Twelve disciples 
since it was already late. 

Jesus and His disciples did not      
stay overnight in Jerusalem,          
but in nearby Bethany, a small  
village two miles from Jerusalem.    
Its name means ‘place of           
unripe figs’.   
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On the second day, Jesus and his disciples leave 

Bethany.  Read Mark 11:12-19:    

12 On the next day, when they had left Bethany, 

Jesus became hungry.  

13 Seeing at a distance a fig tree in leaf, He went to 

see if perhaps He would find anything on it; and 

when He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, 

for it was not the season for figs.  

14 He said to it, "May no one ever eat fruit from you 

again!" And His disciples were listening. 

15 Then they came to Jerusalem.  And He entered 

the temple and began to drive out those who were 

buying and selling in the temple and overturned the 

tables of the money changers and the seats of 

those who were selling doves;  

16 and He would not permit anyone to carry 

merchandise through the temple.  

17 And He began to teach and say to them, "Is it 

not written, 'MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A 

HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL THE NATIONS'? But 

you have made it a ROBBERS' DEN."  

18 The chief priests and the scribes heard this and 

began seeking how to destroy Him; for they were 

afraid of Him, for the whole crowd was astonished 

at His teaching.  

19 When evening came, they would go out of the 

city. 
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Now, here begins Jesus’ condemnation of Israel 

and the religious authorities and the cleansing of 

the Temple.   

The fig tree is an object 

lesson of unbelievers 

within the nation of 

Israel, those people 

whose outward display 

(the fig leaves) shows an 

impressive vitality, but 

inside they have no spiritual fruit.  Jesus was 

sitting in judgment of Israel’s lack of spirituality! 

 

 

• Have you ever encountered anyone that 

appears spiritual, but you have your doubts? 

• What makes you doubt their spirituality? 

• How do you think you appear to others? 

• How do you think you appear to Jesus? 

 

 

 This is the only destructive miracle recorded by 

the Gospels, and it is of a tree.  Jesus was using 

the fig tree as an object of judgment, without 

harming any people. 
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Next comes the Cleansing of the Temple. 

Mark 11:15-16 states that Jesus entered the 

Temple area and began to drive out those who 

were selling and buying and overturned the tables 

of the money changers!  Wow!  This was a side of 

Jesus that the disciples had never seen before!   

    

 A market atmosphere existed in this Courtyard     

of the Gentiles within the Temple enclosure.  

During Passover season pilgrims could buy 

sacrificial animals and change their money.  

Usually this would be done on the Mount of  

Olives, so there was no need to set up facilities    

to do these things in the Temple courtyard,        

but the High Priest Caiphas had allowed this 

practice.  Mark 11:16 shows the extent to which 

Jesus went in purifying the temple. 
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Jesus’ literal housecleaning represented His 

authority as Messiah to clean up the corrupt   

nation of Israel. By doing this, Jesus was acting    

as a faithful servant of the Lord and demonstrating 

zeal for God’s honor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus quotes Isaiah 56:7:  

I will bring them to my holy 
mountain; I will make them 
happy in the temple where 
people pray to me. Their 
burnt offerings and sacrifices 
will be accepted on my altar, 
for my temple will be known 
as a temple where all nations 
may pray.”   
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Gentiles were permitted to pray to God in the outer 

courtyard, but the moneychangers, with their 

fraudulent transactions, prevented Gentiles from 

worshipping.  By cleaning the temple, Jesus was 

claiming that the temple belonged to Him rather 

than to the Jewish leaders. The quotation He cited 

from Isaiah presented the temple as God’s house. 

Thus, Jesus was claiming to be God! 

 

• Mark 11:18 states that the ‘whole crowd     

was amazed by Jesus’ teaching.’                       

Why do you think this was so? 

• What would Jesus think of Wyldwood today? 

• Are there any changes we should make? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the third day, the disciples notice the withered 

fig tree and Jesus uses this opportunity to teach 

them about dependent trust in God’s power and 

forgiveness. 
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 Continuing into Jerusalem, Jesus has a discussion 

with the priests, scribes, and elders about His 

cleansing of the Temple the day before.  

Specifically, this is an “official inquiry” by the 

religious authorities into Jesus’ credentials to do 

and say what He did.   

 In fact, while those men did have the legitimate 

right to safeguard the Temple, they were 

challenging Jesus’ very authority.  Jesus then 

counterquestions them, revealing their self-

important arrogance and desire to preserve their 

power and wealth.   

 

The interrogation of Jesus continues with questions 

of paying taxes, marriage in heaven, and which 

commandment of God is the most important.      

This discussion takes up most of Mark 12.   
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Mark 12:38-44   

38 In His teaching Jesus was saying: "Beware of the scribes* 

who like to walk around in long robes, and like respectful 

greetings in the marketplaces**,  

39 and chief seats in the synagogues and places of honor at 

banquets,  

40 who devour widows' houses, and for appearance's sake 

offer long prayers; these will receive greater condemnation." 

41 And He sat down opposite the treasury and began 

observing how the people were putting money into the 

treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums.  

42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, 

which amount to a cent.  

43 Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, "Truly I say 

to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors 

to the treasury.  

44 For they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her 

poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on." 

 
* Scribes: a class of scholars who, although not priests,          
are committed as professional students of the 
Law. The scribes were zealous defenders of the 
Law and became the teachers of the people. 
At the time of Jesus, scribes had formed a 
solid profession controlling the thinking of 
the people.  In the New Testament they are 
usually called "students of the Scriptures" 
(Greek ‘grammateis’), or “lawyers”.  -NET Bible 
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**The marketplaces 
(Greek ‘agora’) were not 
only places of trade and 
commerce in the first 
century Greco-Roman 
world. They were also 
places of discussion and 
dialogue (public square), 
places of judgment (court 
sessions), places for idle 
people and those seeking 
work, and places for 
children to play. - 
Constable’s Commentary, 
NET Bible  

     After these interrogations, Jesus begins 

teaching His disciples.  Notice in v.41 that Jesus is 

seated, which is the posture that teachers or rabbis 

would assume in front of their class.  Jesus begins 

with a warning about the scribes.  What are the six 

things Jesus is saying about scribes in v.38-40? 
 

▪ they walk around in _________  _________ 

▪ they like ________ _____________ in the 

marketplaces 

▪ ______ ________ in the synagogues 

▪ __________ of __________ at banquets 

▪ they _______________ widow’s property 

▪ and offer _________ __________. 

 
The word ‘devour’ in the Greek means to utterly 
consume, in the manner of a beast or bird of prey. 
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Would you believe that scribes even wrote out the specific 
protocol of greetings that people should say to them! Wow! 

 

Jesus then draws the disciples’ attention to the 

people putting in their offerings.  Different Bible 

versions might say: ‘offering box’ or ‘treasury’.  

These refer to thirteen trumpet-shaped receptacles 

in the Temple forecourt near the Court of Women 

which were used to collect freewill offerings. 

• Notice that in v.42, Mark not only calls her a 

widow, but a ___________ widow. 

• How many coins did she put in? __________ 

 
These two small copper coins were 
‘lepta’ or ‘mites’, the smallest and least 
valuable coins in circulation in 
Palestine, worth about 1/64 of a day’s 
wage.  They were really of no value! 
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 In Mark 12:43 Jesus begins with: “Truly, I say to 

you…” or “I tell you the truth”.  Jesus is placing a 

strong emphasis on what He is about to say,  

“Now listen to me!!”   

• Why would Jesus watch people putting money into 

the offering? 

• How would you feel if someone watched as we put 

our offerings into the plate at church? 

The 13 trumpet-shaped 

receptacles were made of 

wood, covered in metal, 

probably brass.   

The coins would make a 

sound as people dropped 

them into the containers. 

 

Archaeological evidence 

proves that these small 

coins were probably made 

in the century before 

Jesus’ birth, but were 

circulated well past the 

time of Jesus.              

They weighed .81 grams, roughly the weight of a 

paper clip.  Made of bronze, they had an anchor 

on one side and a star on the other. 



 

13 

• Think of the difference in sound from the widow’s 

mites as compared to the offerings of the rich! 

• Which do you think was most noticed by the 

crowd? 

• What did Jesus see about the widow that others in 

the crowd missed? 

• What impact did the widow’s offering have to the 

Temple compared to the offering of the rich? 

• How do you think the widow was feeling as she 

gave her mites? 

• What impact would it have on her livelihood? 

• How is giving both pleasure and pain? 

 

Immediately after this, 

Mark 13:1-2 says: 

 
1 As He was going out 
of the temple, one of 
His disciples said to 
Him, "Teacher, behold 
what wonderful stones 
and what wonderful 
buildings!"  

2 And Jesus said to 
him, "Do you see these 
great buildings? Not 
one stone will be left upon another which will not be 
torn down." 
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So, what point was 

Jesus really trying 

to make here?   

 Each story in the 

Gospel contributes to 

the larger story of 

Jesus’ messianic 

mission.  We must 

connect this story to 

the events that come 

before and after.   

1. Mark 12:38-40: Jesus condemns the 

______________ for their corrupt behavior. 

2. Mark 12:41-44: Jesus watches the donations of the 

________________ and the rich people. 

3. Mark 13:1-3: Jesus predicts the destruction of 

______________________.   

God does not need our money.   

But, we need to give as a part of our worship. 

Jesus sees a corrupt religious system that no longer 
honors God’s heart to care for the needy.  The teachers of 
the Law (the scribes) no longer honor the intent of the 
Law.  Jesus is highlighting the widow’s gift to the Temple 
as an illustration of how unjust Jerusalem has become.  
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The prophet Ezekiel said the same thing 600 years 

earlier!  “The people of the land have practiced 
oppression and committed robbery, and they have 
wronged the poor and needy and have oppressed 

the sojourner without justice.”  Ezekiel 22:29  

 The widow is a victim of oppression, and not 

necessarily an example in giving for us to follow. 

 It is an illustration of injustice, not generosity.   

Jesus was on a mission to end this corrupt system.  

He offers forgiveness of sins without having to pay 

the oppressive and unjust religious leaders. 

God mandated in Deuteronomy 15:11  'You shall 
freely open your hand to your brother, to your needy 
and poor in your land.'   

 During this pandemic, we have seen    
evidence of caring and giving,                   
but we have also seen greed and apathy. 

• Do you know of anyone that is in need? 

• How can you help them? How can Wyldwood help? 

• What blessing did you receive from the story of the 
Widow’s Mite? 
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