
 

 

 

PRISCILLA 
PRISCILLA                  

is a diminutive                
or nickname for 

PRISCA                
which means 

“ancient” – probably 
so named to give 

her a long life. 
 

Her husband’s name 
is Aquila, 

which means 
“eagle”. 

 

 

There is no more fascinating pair of people in the New 
Testament than Prisca and Aquila.  They first appear in 
Acts 18 and the first mention of them is characteristic 
of their Christian faith.  The book of Acts gives us a 
history of the first thirty years of the church as it 
spread after the ascension of Jesus Christ. 
 
We learn that Priscilla and Aquila had previously been 
living in Rome.  Emperor Claudius had issued an edict 
in 52 AD which banished the Jews.  From Rome, they 
came to Corinth to practice their trade of tent-making.  
They sheltered Paul for a time and when he left, they 
followed him to Ephesus.  From the very beginning 
Priscilla and Aquila were people who had an open 
heart and an open door.  The home of Priscilla and 
Aquila served as the meeting place for Christians.  
Later, they moved back to Rome for a time and the 
final time they are mentioned, they are back in 
Ephesus!   
 
They led a mobile life, but their home was always the 
center for Christian fellowship and service.  Every 
home should be a church, for a church is a place 
where Jesus dwells. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 18:1-4     ESV 

 

18 After this Paul left 

Athens and went to 

Corinth.  

 

2 And he found a Jew 

named Aquila, a native 

of Pontus, recently come 

from Italy with his wife 

Priscilla, because 

Claudius had 

commanded all the 

Jews to leave Rome. 

And he went to see 

them,  

 

3 and because he was 

of the same trade, he 

stayed with them and 

worked, for they were 

tentmakers by trade.  

 

4 And he reasoned in 

the synagogue every 

Sabbath and tried to 

persuade Jews and 

Greeks. 

 

 

Acts 18 begins with Paul’s ministry in Corinth.  
He had been in Athens, Greece but had not been as 
successful as elsewhere.  No church was founded by 
him in Athens, but there were some converts there.  
The book of Acts is formally anonymous, it has no 
stated author, but the traditional view is that Luke 
wrote Acts as a follow-up to his gospel book, Luke, as 
he was a companion of Paul.  Several times in Acts, 
the narrator refers to “we”. 

Acts emphasizes the work of God through the 
Holy Spirit in the lives of people devoted to the 
missionary endeavor of the “Way”.  As the gospel 
spread from the Jews to the Gentiles, from Jerusalem 
to Judea to Samaria and the rest of the world.  

Paul’s typical strategy in a new city was to go to 
the synagogue and then spread the message to the 
Gentiles, establishing a house church.  

Corinth was the largest city in Greece at that 
time, much larger than Athens, being located on a 
land bridge between the Ionian and Aegean Seas, 
making it a busy commercial center. 

Aquila was a native of Pontus, a province on 
the Black Sea (modern Turkey).  Luke tells us in Acts 
2:10-11 that people from all over the Roman 
provinces, including Pontus, were in Jerusalem and 
heard Peter’s proclamation of the gospel.  Maybe 
Aquila was among those hearing Peter – we do not 
know.  We are also not told where Priscilla was from 
originally. 

Paul was a tentmaker by trade.  These 
craftsmen would make and repair all kinds of leather 
and cloth goods.  Paul was a rabbi, a teacher, but 
every rabbi must have a trade to support himself.   

Paul’s evangelistic strategy was to preach to 
the Jews first, in the synagogue.  He knew that 
synagogues also had Gentiles who were God-
believers.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTS 18:5-11 

5 When Silas and Timothy 

arrived from Macedonia, 

Paul was occupied with 

the word, testifying to the 

Jews that the Christ was 

Jesus.  

6 And when they opposed 

and reviled him, he shook 

out his garments and said 

to them, Your blood be on 

your own heads! I am 

innocent. From now on I 

will go to the Gentiles.  

7 And he left there and 

went to the house of a 

man named Titius Justus, a 

worshiper of God. His 

house was next door to 

the synagogue.  

8 Crispus, the ruler of the 

synagogue, believed in 

the Lord, together with his 

entire household. And 

many of the Corinthians 

hearing Paul believed and 

were baptized.  

9 And the Lord said to Paul 

one night in a vision, Do 

not be afraid, but go on 

speaking and do not be 

silent,  

10 for I am with you, and 

no one will attack you to 

harm you, for I have many 

in this city who are my 

people.  

11 And he stayed a year 

and six months, teaching 

the word of God among 

them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Paul spent a year and a half in Corinth.  
Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia, 
perhaps with a monetary gift, enabling Paul to 
give full time to his teaching and evangelizing. 
 Not all the Jews were open to the message 
that Paul preached.  Their words were 
blasphemous to Paul, so he shook out his 
garment so that no dust would remain – 
symbolizing rejection.  Paul felt that he had 
fulfilled his responsibility to deliver the gospel to 
the Jews.  Next, he turned his focus to 
evangelizing the Gentiles, as he had done before. 
 Titius Justus – his name is Roman, but he 
must have been a “God-fearer” welcomed Paul 
into his house.  Crispus was another believer that 
Paul baptized personally (1 Cor. 1:14).  Paul’s 
mission in Corinth was getting off to a rough 
start, but it would succeed.   
 God gave Paul a vision one night, quieting 
his fears.  God tells him to not be afraid.  The 
Greek word is “phobeomai” meaning “fear or 
alarm”.  You can see where we get our word 
“phobia”!  God reassures Paul that there are 
many “God believers” in the city and that no 
one would attack, or lay hands upon him.  The 
Greek word for harm is “kakoo” meaning “to 
persecute, oppress, poison”.  Because Paul 
knew that God had set people apart for 
salvation, he stayed where he was preaching the 
Gospel with faith and courage.  It was God’s 
responsibility to save sinners; it was Paul’s 
responsibility to obey God’s commission! 
 Next, follows an episode in Acts 18:12-17 
regarding a political dispute which essentially 
identified Christianity as a sect within Judaism to 
the Romans.  While it was a false assumption, it 
did allow Christianity to legitimately proceed. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 After this, Paul stayed 

many days longer and then 

took leave of the 

brothers and set sail for 

Syria, and with him Priscilla 

and Aquila.  

At Cenchreae he had cut 

his hair, for he was under a 

vow.  

 

19 And they came to 

Ephesus, and he left them 

there, but he himself went 

into the synagogue and 

reasoned with the Jews.  

 

20 When they asked him to 

stay for a longer period, he 

declined.  

 

21 But on taking leave of 

them he said, I will return to 

you if God wills, and he set 

sail from Ephesus. 

 

 The year is now 52 AD, probably spring or 
summer, because sailing was dangerous during the 
winter months.  Paul has been in Corinth for a year 
and a half with Priscilla and Aquilla at his side.   
 The couple decide to sail with Paul to 
Ephesus and remain there when Paul goes on.  
God placed Priscilla and Aquila in this city to 
prepare the way for God’s work!  And it would not 
be an easy job! 

 
 Ephesus was a major commercial port city, 
located in western Turkey today.  It was a hub for 
trade routes leading in all directions.  The city was 
dedicated to Artemis and had a population of 
around 200,000.  Immigrants from all around the 
Roman empire came to Ephesus to do business or 
find work.  The city was well supplied with water, 
important for manufacturing and trade.   

                                                        
                                                         
 
 

Artemis was portrayed                
as a mother goddess,  
a fertility symbol.   
This is the atmosphere  
God had Priscilla and  
Aquila working with 
in Ephesus. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 Now a Jew named 

Apollos, a native of 

Alexandria, came to 

Ephesus. He was an 

eloquent man, competent 

in the Scriptures.  

 

25 He had been instructed 

in the way of the Lord.  

And being fervent in 

spirit, he spoke and taught 

accurately the things 

concerning Jesus, though 

he knew only the baptism 

of John.  

 

26 He began to speak 

boldly in the synagogue, 

but when Priscilla and 

Aquila heard him, they 

took him and explained to 

him the way of God more 

accurately.  

 

27 And when he wished to 

cross to Achaia, the 

brothers encouraged him 

and wrote to the disciples 

to welcome him. When he 

arrived, he greatly helped 

those who through grace 

had believed,  

 

28 for he powerfully 

refuted the Jews in public, 

showing by the Scriptures 

that the Christ was Jesus. 

Here we have another fine example of 
Christian workers!  It is one of my favorite stories 
from the New Testament.  Apollos, an Egyptian 
Jew, and a Christian had arrived in Ephesus.  Luke 
gives us the impression that it was probably after 
Paul had left for Jerusalem.  Apollos was gifted 
with communicating his faith with enthusiasm.  
Luke tells us Apollos had been taught “in the Way 
of the Lord” but only knew the baptism of John 
the Baptist.  His knowledge was therefore 
incomplete! 

Alexandria was an important city and had 
the largest community of Jews living outside of 
Israel at this time.  The Gospel had arrived early 
in Egypt, due to the steady traffic between 
Jerusalem and Egypt.  It is also mentioned in the 
Acts 2:41 Pentecost story.   

You may have noticed that Priscilla’s name 
is often mentioned before her husband’s name.  In 
fact, four out of the six times they are named in 
Scripture, her name is first which is unusual!  Luke 
gives us no clue as to why, but many scholars have 
speculated.  I wonder if maybe she was more 
outgoing than Aquila.  No matter…what is 
important is how the couple ministered to Apollos.  
Gently taking him aside and teaching him more 
about the Messiah Jesus Christ.  One commentary 
called it “a needed and delicate task, the teaching 
of young ministers”.   

Their example of hospitality, teaching, and 
encouragement is of primary consequence.  Who 
has taught you important lessons in your 
Christian walk?  Who has shown you hospitality 
in a time of need?  This is something we can all 
do!   



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Romans 16:1-5 

 I commend to you our 

sister Phoebe, a servant of 

the church at Cenchreae,  

2 that you may welcome 

her in the Lord in a way 

worthy of the saints, and 

help her in whatever she 

may need from you, for she 

has been a patron of many 

and of myself as well. 

3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, 

my fellow workers in Christ 

Jesus,  

4 who risked their necks for 

my life, to whom not only I 

give thanks, but all the 

churches of the Gentiles 

give thanks as well.  

5 Greet also the church in 

their house. 

 

1 Cor. 16:13-16,19-20 

Watch, stand fast in the 

faith, be brave, be strong.  

14 Let all that you do be 

done with love. 

15 I urge you, brethren 

…that they have devoted 

themselves to the ministry 

of the saints 

16 that you also submit to 

such and to everyone who 

works and labors with us. … 

19 The churches of Asia 

greet you. Aquila and 

Priscilla greet you heartily 

in the Lord, with the church 

that is in their house. 

20 All the brethren greet 

you.  Greet one another 

with a holy kiss. 

 

2 Timothy 4:19 

Greet Prisca and Aquila, 

and the household… 

 

 

 

 Paul gives us further testimony of Priscilla and 
Aquila in Romans.  He calls them “fellow workers in 
Christ Jesus”.  It is Paul’s favorite way to describes 
someone who labors alongside him.  Paul used 
words in the Greek to describe this as: “kopos” 
meaning “toil, labor” and “ergazomai” meaning 
“work”.  Paul further states that Priscilla and Aquila 
had “risked their own necks”, literally “placed their 
necks under danger”.  We are not told how this 
risky action occurred, but I imagine it must have 
taken courage and endurance! 
 Paul’s understanding of ministry is a burden-
bearing suffering service for the Gospels in which he 
worked shoulder to shoulder with others. 
 At the writing of this letter, Priscilla and 
Aquila must have returned to Rome and had already 
established a house church.  Some scholars have 
theorized that Apollos wrote the book of Hebrews, 
possibly with Priscilla’s help. 
 Paul’s recognition of his co-workers shows us 
how important it is to labor for Christ alongside 
fellow Christians.  We cannot do the work alone; 
God does not expect us to labor in isolation. 
 
 We see from the further verses that even 
after Rome (the second time), this wonderful 
couple returned to Ephesus (a second time)!  This 
would have been around 66 AD.  If they were early 
converts from the time of Pentecost, then their 
ministry could have easily lasted over 30 years!  
What a testimony!   We do not know if they had 
children or how or where they died, but their life 
together for Christ is forever kept as witness of 
their faith, courage, and endurance! 
  



 

 

                                  

 One last lesson for us from Acts 18:26. Bible teacher William 
Barclay expounds on the Greek work “proslambanesthai” which is 
used of Aquila and Priscilla ‘taking Apollos to themselves’ to explain 
the Christian way more fully to him.  That word in the Greek is almost 
a technical word for ‘receiving someone into the Christian Church and 
fellowship and faith’.  In the Old Testament that same word is used in 
the Psalms for the way in which God receives His people!  Barclay 
writes, “when we receive others, we should receive them as God 
receives them.  In our welcome to others there must be all the 
generosity, the forgiveness, the sheer kindness of God.”   
 Barclay continues, “When we receive someone into the Church 
and Christian fellowship, we receive him as an ally and helper.  The 
Church is full of people with gifts which have never been used.”  And 
when we enter the Christian fellowship, we must do it with all our 
strength and talents for the Christian witness. 
 Barclay says that, in a sense, “proslambanesthai” is the technical 
term for enrolling a soldier into the army.  When a man enters the 
fellowship of the Church, he enlists into the army of Christ; he 
becomes a soldier of Christ. 
 This word of welcome and reception into the Church tells us that 
we must welcome others as God welcomes them; they enter as allies 
and helpers, and as soldiers for Christ! 

New Testament Words   William Barclay  Westminster John Knox Press, 2000 
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