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When you hear the name Jezebel, what 

comes to mind? 

❖  A seductive, conniving woman wearing 

lots of make-up? 

❖ A deeply religious, devoted wife? 

So, which Jezebel is the real Jezebel? 

 It is easy to think that ‘living for God’ was 

easier in biblical times, but this month’s study 

will show us a downward fall in Israel’s history.  

It was a period of spiritual immorality and 

idolatry. Jezebel’s story is told in the Old 

Testament books of First and Second Kings.   

 

Scriptures are from the NASB (North American 

Standard Bible).  Please use whichever Bible 

translation you like best.  
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The book of 1 Kings begins with the funeral of 

King David.  When David died, his son 

Solomon began as a strong, godly king with    

a heart wholly devoted to God, but then…   

Look at 1 Kings 11:4:  

“For when Solomon was old, his wives turned 

his heart away after other gods; and his heart 

was not wholly devoted to the Lord his God,   

as the heart of David his father had been.” 

 

❖ When did the downward slide of Israel begin? 

❖ Underline who was responsible for turning 

Solomon’s heart away from God.   

❖ Is there anything in your life that could potentially 

turn you away from God? 

❖ How do we guard our hearts for God? 

 

 After Solomon died, his son Rehoboam 

became king and the downward slide of the nation 

continued.  A civil war split Israel into two parts:    

the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern 

kingdom called Judah.  Jezebel’s story takes place 

in the northern kingdom of Israel which had  

19 kings – and they were all bad! 
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❖ We meet Jezebel in 1 Kings 16:29-33:  

29 Now Ahab the son of Omri became king over 

Israel in the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, 

and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in 

Samaria twenty-two years.  

30 Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the 

Lord more than all who were before him. 

31 It came about, that he married Jezebel the 

daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians and went 

to serve Baal and worshiped him.  

32 So he erected an altar for Baal in the house of 

Baal which Ahab built in Samaria.  

33 Ahab also made the Asherah. Thus, Ahab did 

more to provoke the Lord God of Israel than all the 

kings of Israel who were before him.  

 

Wow!  Talk about a wife’s influence!!  The word 

‘provoke’ means grieved, angry, unto wrath. 

 

What five things did Ahab do once he married 

Jezebel? 

• Ahab went to _______ Baal and ___________ him. 

• Erected an _____________ for Baal in the house 

of Baal which Ahab _____________ in Samaria. 

• Ahab also made the ____________________. 

• Thus, Ahab did more to ___________ God than all 

the kings of Israel before him. 
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 To understand the evil that King Ahab did,   

we need to learn about Baal and the worship of this 

pagan god that Jezebel honored.   

 Jezebel was a princess, daughter of Ethbaal   

of Tyre, king of the Phoenicians.  Phoenicia was a 

confederation of city-states on the Mediterranean 

Sea coast with a lucrative sea trade.   

 This area is in present-day Lebanon. 
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 The Phoenicians worshiped a host of gods 

and goddesses, the chief one being Baal, a general 

term for ‘lord’ given to this god of fertility and 

agriculture.  Baal worship included child sacrifice 

and ritual prostitution.   

 Jezebel’s father, Ethbaal, was not only king, 

but also high priest of Astarte, the 

primary Phoenician goddess.         

So, Jezebel, as princess, may have 

been a priestess of Astarte, who was 

depicted as a fertility goddess.  

Asherah poles were carved from 

trees to represent Astarte.     

Jezebel’s name even means    

‘where is Baal, the prince?’.   

 

However, the Hebrews translated 

Jezebel’s name to mean ‘dunghill’! 
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 Jezebel’s marriage to Ahab was a political 

alliance, made to provide both countries with 

military protection and valuable trade routes.  

 When Jezebel came to Israel, she brought her 

foreign gods and goddesses with her.  This had an 

immediate effect on her husband, Ahab.  Jezebel 

did not accept Yahweh, the God of Israel, and the 

result was a further drift into apostasy in Israel.   

Christians are always in danger from Satan’s warfare.   

Satan will use many ‘innocent’ things to pull us away from  

our belief in God and Jesus. One form of this danger is called 

Syncretism: the blending of Christian beliefs with those of 

popular culture so as to be ‘tolerant’ or ‘relevant’ to the world 

and the people around us. 

 

1 Kings 18:19 tells us that Jezebel fed 450 prophets 

of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah at her table.  

This means that Ahab’s regime funded and 

supported Baal worship.  Things were so bad in 

Israel that prophets of God were hiding in caves!   

Apostasy is defined as the act of rebelling against, forsaking, 

abandoning, or falling away from what one has believed. 

Apostatizing from God's redemptive covenant is an act of 

unpardonable transgression and rebellion.   Israel repeatedly 

broke covenant with God.  By challenging the authority and 

holiness of Yahweh, Israel despised her calling and proved to 

be a stubborn and disobedient nation.   

     -biblestudytools.com 
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The next mention of 

Jezebel is in  

1 Kings 19:1-5 after 

the prophet Elijah 

called on God to 

confront and defeat   

the prophets of Baal   

on Mount Carmel.   
  

 

 
 

1 Now Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and 

how he had killed all the prophets with the sword.  

2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying,  

"So may the gods do to me and even more, if I do not 

make your life as the life of one of them by tomorrow 

about this time."   

3 And Elijah was afraid and ran for his life!   
 

 

Wow!  Harsh words!  

Although Scripture 

never says that Elijah 

and Jezebel meet 

face-to-face, Jezebel 

threatened Elijah 

with a Baalistic oath as retaliation of the slaughter of 

her Baal prophets.  But, Elijah is protected by God. 
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Now, the narrative takes a different direction in the 

sad story of Naboth’s vineyard in 1 Kings 21.   

 

Ahab desires to own a beautiful vineyard next to his 

palace and he makes an offer to the owner, Naboth.  

What happens next is trickery, fraud and murder 

that sounds like a Hollywood movie!  

Jezebel’s evil influence over her husband, Ahab, 

stands out.  Read 1 Kings 21:1-29 printed here     

or in your favorite Bible translation. 
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1 Now it came about after these things that Naboth 

the Jezreelite had a vineyard which was in Jezreel 

beside the palace of Ahab king of Samaria.  

2 Ahab spoke to Naboth, saying, "Give me your 

vineyard, that I may have it for a vegetable garden 

because it is close beside my house, and I will give 

you a better vineyard than it in its place; if you like,    

I will give you the price of it in money."  

3 But Naboth said to Ahab, "The Lord forbid me that  

I should give you the inheritance of my fathers."  

4 So Ahab came into his house sullen and vexed 

because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had 

spoken to him; for Naboth said, "I will not give you 

the inheritance of my fathers." And Ahab lay down on 

his bed and turned away his face and ate no food. 

5 But Jezebel his wife 

came to him and said to 

him, "How is it that your 

spirit is so sullen that you 

are not eating food?"  

6 So Ahab said to her, 

"Because I spoke to 

Naboth the Jezreelite and 

said to him, 'Give me your 

vineyard for money; or 

else, if it pleases you, I will give you a vineyard in its 

place.' But he said, 'I will not give you my vineyard.'"  
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7 Jezebel his wife said to him, "Do you now reign 

over Israel? Arise, eat bread, and let your heart be 

joyful; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the 

Jezreelite."   

8 So she wrote letters in Ahab's name and sealed 

them with his seal and sent letters to the elders and 

to the nobles who were living with Naboth in his city.  

9 Now she wrote in the letters, saying,  

"Observe a time of fasting and seat Naboth at the 

head of the people;  

10 and seat two 

worthless men 

before him, and let 

them testify against 

him, saying,       

'You cursed God and 

the king.'          

Then take Naboth 

out and stone him 

to death."  

11 So the men of 

his city, the elders and the nobles who lived in his 

city, did as Jezebel had sent word to them, just as it 

was written in the letters which she had sent them.  

12 They proclaimed a fast and seated Naboth at the 

head of the people.  
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13 Then the two worthless men came in and sat 

before him; and the worthless men testified against 

him, even against Naboth, before the people, saying, 

"Naboth cursed God and the king." So, they took 

Naboth outside the city and stoned him to death with 

stones.  

14 Then they sent word to Jezebel, saying, "Naboth 

has been stoned and is dead." 

15 When Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned 

and was dead, Jezebel said to Ahab, "Arise, take 

possession of the vineyard of Naboth, the Jezreelite, 

which he refused to give you for money; for Naboth is 

not alive, but dead."  

16 When Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, Ahab 

arose to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the 

Jezreelite, to take possession of it. 

17 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the 

Tishbite, saying,  

18 "Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who 

is in Samaria; behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth 

where he has gone down to take possession of it.  

19 You shall speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the 

Lord, "Have you murdered and also taken 

possession?"' And you shall speak to him, saying, 

'Thus says the Lord, "In the place where the dogs 

licked up the blood of Naboth the dogs will lick up 

your blood, even yours."'" 



13 

20 Ahab said to Elijah, 

"Have you found me,  

O my enemy?"  

And Elijah answered,   

"I have found you,    

because you have sold 

yourself to do evil in 

the sight of the Lord.  

21 Behold, I will bring 

evil upon you, and will 

utterly sweep you 

away, and will cut off 

from Ahab every male, both bond and free in Israel;  

22 and I will make your house like the house of 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of 

Baasha the son of Ahijah, because of the provocation 

with which you have provoked Me to anger, 

and because you have made Israel sin.  

23 Of Jezebel also has the Lord spoken, saying,    

'The dogs will eat Jezebel in the district of Jezreel.'  

24 The one belonging to Ahab, who dies in the city, 

the dogs will eat, and the one who dies in the field 

the birds of heaven will eat." 

25 Surely there was no one like Ahab who sold 

himself to do evil in the sight of the Lord, because 

Jezebel his wife incited him.  
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[26 He acted very abominably in following idols, 

according to all that the Amorites had done, whom 

the Lord cast out before the sons of Israel. 

27 It came about when Ahab heard these words, that 

he tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and fasted, 

and he lay in sackcloth and went about 

despondently.] 

28 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the 

Tishbite, saying,  

29 "Do you see how Ahab has humbled himself 

before Me? Because he has humbled himself before 

Me, I will not bring the evil in his days, but I will bring 

the evil upon his house in his son's days." 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Whoa!  Jezebel’s sheer wickedness and 

manipulation takes my breath away!   

• What emotions did you feel as you read this 

story? 
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 Naboth was a godly man living in the northern 

kingdom of Israel in Samaria.  He lived according to 

the law given by Moses.  Leviticus 25 lays out 

God’s commandment regarding ownership of land: 

each tribe and family had received an allotment of 

land as a permanent heritage which could not be 

sold.  Naboth’s refusal to sell or trade his vineyard to 

Ahab was obedience to God’s command, but Ahab 

didn’t regard God’s law as important. 
 

• What was Ahab’s reaction to Naboth’s refusal? 

• What was Jezebel’s response? 

• Who did Jezebel hold as the supreme authority 

of Israel: Ahab or God?  or herself, maybe? 

• What was her plan for Naboth? 

 Notice how Jezebel manipulated the events.  

v. 9-10:  Observe a time of ______________ and 

seat Naboth at ______________ of the people         

(in the place of honor).  Seat two ____________ men 

opposite Naboth and have them testify… 

____________________________________________ 

then ________________________________________. 

 Jezebel knew that two witnesses were 

required by law.  She had the witnesses falsely 

testify that Naboth had cursed _________ and the 

__________ .   In other words, Jezebel elevated 

Ahab to the same level as God! 
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 The local nobles and officials in Israel were 

under Jezebel’s thumb and did not protest.  She 

even had Naboth’s sons executed (2 Kings 9:26)!  

 Now enter Elijah – prophet of God – with a 

message for Ahab: look at v. 21-22.  The wages of 

Ahab’s (and Jezebel’s) sin would be trouble and 

death.  The manner of their deaths would be 

dishonorable and shameful, even down through 

their descendants!  Ahab’s genuine repentance 

resulted in a postponement of the punishment unto 

his son, Joram (or Jehoram) who would bleed on 

Naboth’s land instead.   

• Do you think Jezebel repented of her part in 

this evil plan? 

• In whose name and whose seal was upon the 

orders sent by Jezebel? 

• Do you think Ahab even knew what Jezebel 

had done?  Scripture does not tell us 

specifically. 

• Were any of Jezebel’s accusations true? 

 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Grapes_icon.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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 This narrative teaches that both those who 

either openly comply or silently submit to injustice 

share the responsibility.  Injustice touches God.   

 

 As Jesus said in Matthew 25:40, 45:         

“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 

these my brothers, you did it to me.”  

 Four years later, Ahab was killed in the battle 

for the town of Ramoth Gilead and was buried in 

Samaria.  As his chariot was washed in the pool, 

dogs licked up the blood, just as Elijah had warned! 

There is awesome power in the conscience of 

the individual servant of God – NET Bible. 
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 Now, thirteen years after Naboth’s vineyard, 

Jezebel will meet her death.  Jehu is the newly 

anointed king over Israel; he had killed Jezebel’s 

son Joram, and grandson Ahaziah.  Now he comes 

to execute judgment on Jezebel.  2 Kings 9:30-37 

gives us the narrative: 
 

30 When Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it, and 

she painted her eyes and adorned her head and looked 

out the window.  

31 As Jehu entered the gate, she said, "Is it well, Zimri, 

your master's murderer?"  

32 Then he lifted up his face to the window and said, 

"Who is on my side?" And two or three officials looked 

down at him.  

33  He said, "Throw her down." So, they threw her down, 

and some of her blood was sprinkled on the wall and on 

the horses, and he trampled her under foot.  

34 When he came in, he ate and drank; and he said, "See 

now to this cursed woman and bury her, for she is a 

king's daughter."  

35 They went to bury her, but they found nothing more 

of her than the skull and the feet and the palms of her 

hands.  

36 Therefore they returned and told him. And he said, 

"This is the word of the Lord, which He spoke by His 

servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 'In the property of 

Jezreel the dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel;  

37 and the corpse of Jezebel will be as dung on the face 

of the field in the property of Jezreel, so they cannot say, 

"This is Jezebel."'" 
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• When Jezebel heard that King Jehu was coming, 

what three things did she do? 

❖ ____________________________ her eyes 

❖ ____________________________ her head 

❖ __________________ out the window 
 

 Defiant to the very end, Jezebel uses her 

feminine charms and the elevated position of an 

upper window to try to gain mastery over Jehu.   

She even called him ‘Zimri’ – insulting Jehu by using 

the name of a king whose reign only lasted 7 days.   
 

• How do you feel about Jezebel’s demise? 

• What lessons can we gain from these narratives? 
 

Today, Jezebel’s name is synonymous with evil 

and deceit.  How important it is to use our God-

given gifts to serve, rather than exploit others. 
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P.S.    The story isn’t over yet…. 

 Unfortunately, Jezebel’s death did not bring 

peace.  When Jezebel’s daughter Athaliah, mother 

of Ahaziah, learned of the death of her son, she 

grasped power by ordering executions – death to  

all males of royal blood in the line of David, even her 

own sons and grandsons.  But one infant, Joash, 

was hidden away.  In the seventh year of Athaliah’s 

reign, the young boy Joash was taken to the temple 

and crowned king of Judah.  Athaliah tore her 

clothes and cried ‘treason’, but she was put to the 

sword at the palace gate.  The images of Baal were 

demolished, and the priests of Baal were killed.  

 Finally, Israel was quiet. 

• What lesson do you want to remember from 

Jezebel’s story? 

• It is impossible to separate a leader’s 

performance from his character… 

What was Ahab lacking in character? 

 

 The name Jezebel appears once in the New 

Testament book of Revelation 2:20.  While it is not 

clear if the woman’s name was actually Jezebel,  

she is linked with the Jezebel of the Old Testament: 

a name that describes a deceptive woman who led 

her husband and Israel into sin. 


