
 

Huldah, the Prophetess 
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 Who was Huldah? 

 When and where did she live? 

 Where is her story found in the Bible? 

 What was happening in her world? 

 How was Huldah important in her time? 

 How is Huldah important to us now? 
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Huldah was one of four women prophets in the 

Old Testament, or a prophetess. Her story is found in 

2 Kings 22, and again in 2 Chronicles 34.  

She lived in Jerusalem during the reign of King 

Josiah, 640-609 BC, in the area called the ‘Mishneh’, 

which means ‘study by repetition’. It was the area 

dedicated to study of the Torah, the Hebrew Bible. 

Huldah was married to Shallum, the son of the 

keeper of the royal wardrobe, an official member of 

the royal court. 

 

The name Huldah     

in Hebrew means 

‘weasel.’  The Bible 

does not give any 

clues as to why she 

was given that name. Perhaps because she ‘ferreted’ 

out the truth?  

                       
                

How did you get your name? 

 Does your name have a meaning? 
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FUN FACT: there are approximately 3,100 names in 

the Bible – 2,900 are men and less than two hundred 

are women! 

 Names in the Bible have enormous significance 

and often represent a person’s nature. Names also 

reflect social and theological values. Usually women 

were the name-givers of children. 

Which books of the Bible are named for women? 

 Frequently, a woman is named for a positive 

abstract quality: grace, loveliness. Sometimes a name 

has a negative meaning: bitterness. A name may 

represent a physical feature: Zilpah means ‘short-

nosed. Animals, flowers, or even objects are used as 

names: Keren-happuch means ‘cosmetics case.’ 

 Huldah’s story is found tucked inside the story 

of King Josiah in 2 Kings 22, and in 2 Chronicles 34. 

Josiah means ‘the Lord heals.’ 

 1 & 2 Kings are one book in the Hebrew Bible 

and written as narrative history. Kings begins with 

Solomon’s coronation and ends with the exile of the 

Hebrew people.  

 At the beginning, we see the temple built and 

at the end, we see the temple burnt.  
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Lessons from 1 & 2 Kings: 

• Failure to honor God results in ruin and 

destruction. 

• God holds out hope and forgiveness for His 

people when they truly repent. 

 

 

Let us read Huldah’s story in 2 Kings 22: 

22:1 Josiah was eight years old when he became 

king, and he reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem; 

and his mother's name was Jedidah the daughter of 

Adaiah of Bozkath.  

2 He did right in the sight of the Lord and walked in 

all the way of his father David, nor did he turn aside 

to the right or to the left. 

3 Now in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, the king 

sent Shaphan, the son of Azaliah, son of Meshullam 

the scribe, to the house of the Lord, saying,  

4 "Go up to Hilkiah the high priest that he may count 

the money brought into the house of the Lord which 

the doorkeepers have gathered from the people.  

5 Let them deliver it into the hand of the workmen 

who have the oversight of the house of the Lord, and 

let them give it to the workmen who are in the house 

of the Lord to repair the damages of the house,  
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6 to the carpenters and the builders and the masons 

and for buying timber and hewn stone to repair the 

house.  

7 Only no accounting shall be made with them for the 

money delivered into their hands, for they deal 

faithfully." 

8 Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the 

scribe, "I have found the book of the law in the house 

of the Lord." And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan 

who read it.  

Are we told what is in this book? 

9 Shaphan the scribe came to the king and brought 

back word to the king and said, "Your servants have 

emptied out the money that was found in the house 

and have delivered it into the hand of the workmen 

who have the oversight of the house of the Lord."  

10 Moreover, Shaphan the scribe told the king 

saying, "Hilkiah the priest has given me a book."   

And Shaphan read it in the presence of the king. 

 Now are we told what is in the book? 
11 When the king heard the words of the book of the 

law, he tore his clothes.  

12 Then the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, 

Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Achbor the son of 
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Micaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king's 

servant saying,  

13 "Go, inquire of the Lord for me and the people 

and all Judah concerning the words of this book that 

has been found, for great is the wrath of the 

Lord that burns against us, because our fathers have 

not listened to the words of this book, to do 

according to all that is written concerning us." 

14 So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, 

and Asaiah went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife 

of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, 

keeper of the wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem in 

the Second Quarter); and they spoke to her.  

 Now do we have a clue to the book? 
15 She said to them, "Thus says the Lord God of 

Israel, 'Tell the man who sent you to me,  

16 thus says the Lord, "Behold, I bring evil on this 

place and on its inhabitants, even all the words of the 

book which the king of Judah has read.  

17 Because they have forsaken Me and have burned 

incense to other gods that they might provoke Me to 

anger with all the work of their hands, therefore My 

wrath burns against this place, and it shall not be 

quenched."'  
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18 But to the king of Judah who sent you to inquire 

of the Lord thus shall you say to him, 'Thus says the 

Lord God of Israel, "Regarding the words which you 

have heard,  

19 because your heart was tender and you humbled 

yourself before the Lord when you heard what I 

spoke against this place and against its inhabitants 

that they should become a desolation and a curse, 

and you have torn your clothes and wept before Me, I 

truly have heard you," declares the Lord.  

20 "Therefore, behold, I will gather you to your 

fathers, and you will be gathered to your grave in 

peace, and your eyes will not see all the evil which I 

will bring on this place." ' " So, they brought back 

word to the king. 
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The story of Huldah can be easily overlooked in 

the story of King Josiah and the forgotten scroll 

because she is portrayed – not as a woman – but as a 

prophet. 

 

Sum up the story of 2 Kings 22 in one sentence. 

 

Bible scholar Dr. Thomas L. Constable says,  

• When have you consulted God about a question 

or problem in your life? 

• How do we know when we are out of God’s 

will? 

• What are the ‘idols’ that destroy our spiritual 

lives? 

“It may be hard for us to understand how the 

people could have lost the Law of Moses and   

how they could have forgotten it in just two 

generations.  However, written copies were scarce.  

Moreover, most instruction was conducted orally.  

Only one generation separated the people from 

ignorance of God’s will.  This has been true 

throughout history”. 
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• Can the word of God be lost as it was in 

Josiah’s day? How? 

• How can we convince an unbeliever that the 

Bible is God’s Word? 

• Do we have prophets today? 

 

In the Old Testament, when a prophet spoke the 

Word of God, it was to be unquestionably received. 

However, in the New Testament, we are told to test 

and prove the prophecies that we are given. 

 

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the 

spirits, whether they are of God; because many false 

prophets have gone out into the world.”  1 John 4:1 
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Wh 2 Kings 22 

introduces us to the 

young King Josiah.  

 

• Josiah’s father was    

King Aman, an evil king who worshipped   

other gods. He was assassinated in the    

palace by his own servants! 

• What does v.2 tell us about this young king? 

• What does it mean: ‘Josiah did not turn aside to 

the right or to the left?’   

• What would happen if he had turned aside? 

• Do we turn aside to follow other gods? 

 

Notice that the cast of characters grows from 

King Josiah to include: his scribe (advisor),  

the high priest, workers in the temple,     

more scribes, servants, and finally to Huldah.      

This narrative style increases the tension      

of the story, like a Hallmark movie! 

DIGGING DEEPER      
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• Why did Josiah send his scribe to 

the temple in v.4-6? 

• The first mention of the lost scroll 

is in v.8.   Are we ever given the actual words 

written on the scroll? Scholars believe it was 

one of the books of the Torah, Deuteronomy.  

• What was King Josiah’s reaction in v.11?     

Why did he react that way? 

The Hebrew word ‘Kriah’ means ‘tearing,’ such 

as rending a garment in grief. 

         

• How many men were sent to Huldah? 

• What do we learn from v.14 about Huldah? 

✓ Who was her husband? 

✓ How was her family connected to the royal 

court? 

✓ Where did she live in Jerusalem? 
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Huldah lived in the Mishneh, also called the 

second district, which housed the teachers of 

the Torah. Hebrew tradition says Huldah was a 

teacher of women. 

Prophetic messages usually follow a structure: 

 Introduction 

 Announcement 

 Reason 

The prophecy is given in two parts: the first 

prophecy in v.15-17 is given to Israel and all its 

inhabitants; the second part is in v.18-20 is 

given as a personal message to King Josiah. 

• Who is the sender of the prophecy in v.16 and 

in v.18? 

• What is the formal INTRODUCTION in both 

verses? 

• In the first prophecy in v.16, what did the Lord 

ANNOUNCE He would do? 

• In v.17, what REASON does the Lord give for 

this action? 

• In the second prophecy, in v.19 what is the 

REASON given for the Lord’s actions? 

• What is the ANNOUNCEMENT given in v.20? 

 

 


