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Esther
• One of the two books of the Bible named 

for a woman.

• Esther is the story of a Jewess who married 
a Gentile.

• God’s name is not mentioned in this book; 
no divine title or pronoun of Him. 

• However, Esther teaches the providence of 
God.

• Providence is the direction God gives to 
everything and everyone.

• Providence is the way God leads those who 
will not be led.

• In Esther, the Jewish nation would have 
been slain, if not for God’s Providence! 
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Esther
The book of Esther is Old Testament historical 

narrative, therefore it makes no moral judgments, 
but reckons according to which events and how they 
are told.  The writer of Esther is unknown.  
According to Jewish tradition, it was written by the 
men of the Great Synagogue.  Esther is the record of 
Israel in their self-chosen pathway; it is the story of 
the Jews who did not return to Israel after the exile, 
but who chose instead the prosperity and luxury of 
Persia.  They are out of the will of God, but they are 
not beyond the care of God!

Esther is never quoted in the New Testament; 
however, the Jews give it great emphasis.  It is 
placed beside the five books of Moses in importance 
and is read aloud every year during the feast of 
Purim, continuing during the present day.



1 These events took place during the days of 
Ahasuerus, who ruled 127 provinces from India to 
Cush.
2 In those days King Ahasuerus reigned from his 
royal throne in the fortress at Susa.
3 He held a feast in the third year of his reign for 
all his officials and staff, the army of Persia and 
Media, the nobles, and the officials from the 
provinces.
4 He displayed the glorious wealth of his kingdom 
and the magnificent splendor of his greatness for a 
total of 180 days.
5 At the end of this time, the king held a week-long 
banquet in the garden courtyard of the royal palace 
for all the people, from the greatest to the least, 
who were present in the fortress of Susa.
6 White and violet linen hangings were fastened 
with fine white and purple linen cords to silver rods 
on marble columns. Gold and silver couches were 
arranged on a mosaic pavement of red 
feldspar, marble, mother-of-pearl, and precious 
stones.
7 Beverages were served in an array of gold 
goblets, each with a different design. Royal wine 
flowed freely, according to the king’s bounty
8 and no restraint was placed on the drinking. The 
king had ordered every wine steward in his 
household to serve as much as each person 
wanted.
9 Queen Vashti also gave a feast for the women of 
King Ahasuerus’s palace.

Once upon a time…Our story begins, around the year 486 BC, in 

Persia (present-day Iran).  King Ahasuerus, sometimes called 

Xerxes, was conducting a display of his wealth and power to impress 

his provincial governors.  The underlying motive was his proposed 

conflict with Greece – this was a war council.  

How impressive are the descriptions of the colorful 

hangings, gold and silver furnishings, and marble columns!   

The word in the Persian language for “garden courtyard” is 

“paradise”!   I was surprised to learn that many English words 

had come from Persian roots.  There is a list included at the end 

of the study.  The marble columns, according to Hebrew history, 

were the columns taken from Solomon’s Temple, carried off 

almost 100 years before this time and put in the Susa palace by 

Nebudchadnezzar (see Daniel)!

This six-month feast was meant to be impressive, awe-

inspiring, and intimidating!  The king is pictured seated on his royal 

throne above the banquet, food and wine in abundance with no 

restraint on the drinking.  Special notice is made in verse 9 of Queen 

Vashti’s separate feast for the women.

What details of the ‘party in paradise’ are the most impressive 

to you?  



10 On the seventh day, when the king was 
feeling good from the wine, Ahasuerus 
commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, 
Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carkas, the 
seven eunuchs who personally served him,
11 to bring Queen Vashti before him with her 
royal crown. He wanted to show off her 
beauty to the people and the officials, 
because she was very beautiful.
12 But Queen Vashti refused to come at the 
king’s command that was delivered by his 
eunuchs. The king became furious and his 
anger burned within him.
13 The king consulted the wise men who 
understood the times, for it was his normal 
procedure to confer with experts in law and 
justice.
14 The most trusted ones were Carshena, 
Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, 
and Memucan. They were the seven officials 
of Persia and Media who had personal access 
to the king and occupied the highest 
positions in the kingdom.
15 The king asked, “According to the law, 
what should be done with Queen Vashti, 
since she refused to obey King Ahasuerus’s 
command that was delivered by the 
eunuchs?”

Woo-hoo!  Our story explodes like a Hollywood movie scene!  The 

King is “feeling good from the wine” and orders his beautiful wife to 

be shown off to the gathering.  She must have been gorgeous to 

see, because in verse 11 the words “beauty” and “beautiful” are 

repeated, giving emphasis.  King Ahasuerus has shown off his power 

and might for 180 days, and now what happens?

Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command.  

The all-powerful king is powerless with his own wife!  The name 

“Ahasuerus” spoken in Hebrew sounds like the word for 

“headache”.  I guess you could say that King Headache has a 

headache!   Why do you think she refused to appear?  We are 

not told the reason.

In verse 14 the names of the seven “trusted ones” means 

literally, “the seven who see the face of the king”.  These are the top 

seven officials or princes of Persia and Media who had personal  

access to the king.  He asks them what he should do.  That is a sign 

of weakness in front of his princes.

What was the attitude toward women and beauty in 

that day?  Is it any different today?  Satan has tried to blur the 

lines of God’s creation so that it is difficult to be a female in 

today’s society!



16 Memucan said in the presence of the king and 
his officials, “Queen Vashti has wronged not only 
the king, but all the officials and the peoples who 
are in every one of King Ahasuerus’s provinces.
17 For the queen’s action will become public 
knowledge to all the women and cause them to 
despise their husbands and say, ‘King Ahasuerus 
ordered Queen Vashti brought before him, but 
she did not come.’
18 Before this day is over, the noble women of 
Persia and Media who hear about the queen’s act 
will say the same thing to all the king’s officials, 
resulting in more contempt and fury.
19 “If it meets the king’s approval, he should 
personally issue a royal decree. Let it be recorded 
in the laws of Persia and Media, so that it cannot 
be revoked: Vashti is not to enter King 
Ahasuerus’s presence, and her royal position is to 
be given to another woman who is more worthy 
than she.
20 The decree the king issues will be heard 
throughout his vast kingdom, so all women will 
honor their husbands, from the least to the 
greatest.”
21 The king and his counselors approved the 
proposal, and he followed Memucan’s advice.
22 He sent letters to all the royal provinces, to 
each province in its own script and to each ethnic 
group in its own language, that every man should 
be master of his own house and speak in the 
language of his own people.

King Ahasuerus goes to his seven princes for advice.                

The conversations between the king and his men are given in 

great detail reinforcing that the men in power can be over-

turned by a woman, foreshadowing the events to come.  The 

princes suggest issuing a royal decree banishing Queen Vashti 

and giving her position to another.

King Ahasuerus’s embarrassment is now public 

knowledge.   If it wasn’t already known outside the palace, a 

royal decree issued to all 127 provinces will make the news 

known everywhere!

When a decree was recorded in the laws of Persia 

and Media, it could not be revoked.  No veto power was allowed.  

Remember this point, it will be important to our story later!

The decree is to impress upon all women everywhere, 

that men are to be “the master of their own house”, that wives 

should honor their husbands “from the least to the greatest”.   

I just wonder what men in the outlying provinces 

thought when they heard the decree?  What did the women 

think?  I’m sure the gossip of the day was outrageous – and 

we think it’s bad now!!



1 Some time later, when King Ahasuerus’s rage had 
cooled down, he remembered Vashti, what she had 
done, and what was decided against her. ’
2 The king’s personal attendants suggested, “Let a 
search be made for beautiful young women for the 
king.
3 Let the king appoint commissioners in each 
province of his kingdom, so that they may assemble 
all the beautiful young women to the harem at the 
fortress of Susa. Put them under the care of Hegai, 
the king’s eunuch, who is in charge of the women, 
and give them the required beauty treatments.
4 Then the young woman who pleases the king will 
become queen instead of Vashti.” This suggestion 
pleased the king, and he did accordingly.
5 In the fortress of Susa, there was a Jewish man 
named Mordecai son of Jair, son of Shimei, son of 
Kish, a Benjaminite.
6 He had been taken into exile from Jerusalem with 
the other captives when King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon took King Jeconiah of Judah into exile.
7 Mordecai was the legal guardian of his 
cousin Hadassah (that is, Esther), because she didn’t 
have a father or mother. The young woman had a 
beautiful figure and was extremely good-looking. 
When her father and mother died, Mordecai had 
adopted her as his own daughter.
8 When the king’s command and edict became public 
knowledge, many young women gathered at the 
fortress of Susa under Hegai’s care.  Esther was also 
taken to the palace and placed under the care of 
Hegai, who was in charge of the women.

Poor King Ahasuerus – he misses his beautiful queen… 

Chapter 2 occurs three years after the events of Chapter 1.  The wars 

with Greece were a disaster.  Notice in verse 1 that the King blames 

Vashti for what happened – it was not his fault.  King Ahasuerus always 

blames everyone, but himself, when things go wrong.  Customarily, a 

queen was chosen from among the families of the seven princes, but  

this time, a beauty contest is proposed.  The Jewish historian, Josephus, 

estimated that 400 young women were vying to be the new queen!      

We are now introduced to our main characters.  In Jewish writings, 

how a person is first introduced is key to understanding their 

character and purpose in the story. We are given Mordecai’s lineage 

and told that he had adopted his beautiful niece, Hadassah (Esther).   

She is the only character in our story to have two names.  Esther’s 

character is passive throughout the first part of the story.             

“Hadassah” means “myrtle” in Hebrew.  “Esther” means “star” in 

the Persian language.  Mordecai and Esther are Jewish, of the exiles 

from Israel, who chose to remain in Persia.  Mordecai had become 

‘assimilated’ into the Persian culture and had a position at the gate 

of the Palace.  For the Jews in exile, they had to decide whether to 

assimilate or remain distinct in their faith.  The same applies to 

Christians today.  Are we to conform to the world?  NO – Romans 

12:2 tells us, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 

you transformed by the renewing of your mind.”



9 The young woman pleased him and gained his 
favor so that he accelerated the process of the 
beauty treatments and the special diet that she 
received. He assigned seven hand-picked female 
servants to her from the palace and transferred 
her and her servants to the harem’s best 
quarters.
10 Esther did not reveal her ethnic background 
or her birthplace, because Mordecai had ordered 
her not to.
11 Every day Mordecai took a walk in front of 
the harem’s courtyard to learn how Esther was 
doing and to see what was happening to her.
12 During the year before each young woman’s 
turn to go to King Ahasuerus, the harem 
regulation required her to receive beauty 
treatments with oil of myrrh for six months and 
then with perfumes and cosmetics for another 
six months.
13 When the young woman would go to the 
king, she was given whatever she requested to 
take with her from the harem to the palace.
14 She would go in the evening, and in the 
morning she would return to a second harem 
under the supervision of Shaashgaz, the king’s 
eunuch in charge of the concubines. She never 
went to the king again, unless he desired her 
and summoned her by name.

Beauty treatments…special diets…perfumes and 

cosmetics…hand-picked servants…best accommodations 

in the harem…   Can you imagine what Esther went 

through for twelve months!!   Just the list of perfumes 

smells wonderful: oil of myrrh, oil of roses, oil of 

cloves, essence of musk…We read in verse 9 that Esther 

had gained the favor of Hegai, the eunuch in charge of the 

women.  Josephus writes in his history that Esther had “a 

thread of grace”.  Isn’t that beautiful!  That is God’s 

handiwork!

We are told again that Mordecai ordered Esther to keep 

her ethnic background a secret.  Although the reason 

wasn’t given for this secrecy, Mordecai must have felt it of 

utmost importance.  It was not obvious that she was Jewish 

from her appearance.  Each young woman had just one 

chance to impress the king.  If she was not called for 

again, she entered the second harem, probably for the 

remainder of her life.  She became a widow for all 

purposes, with no control over the situation.  How sad!   

Any children born to these “second harem” women would 

be given positions in the palace, but would not become 

heirs to the throne.  

Can you imagine the sad future of these girls?  



15 Esther was the daughter of Abihail, 
the uncle of Mordecai who had adopted 
her as his own daughter.  When her turn 
came to go to the king, she did not ask 
for anything except what Hegai, the 
king’s trusted official in charge of the 
harem, suggested.  Esther won approval 
in the sight of everyone who saw her.
16 She was taken to King Ahasuerus in 
the royal palace in the tenth month, the 
month Tebeth, in the seventh year of his 
reign.
17 The king loved Esther more than all 
the other women.  She won more favor 
and approval from him than did any of 
the other young women.  He placed the 
royal crown on her head and made her 
queen in place of Vashti.
18 The king held a great banquet for all 
his officials and staff.  It was Esther’s 
banquet.  He freed his provinces from 
tax payments and gave gifts worthy of 
the king’s bounty.

It is Esther’s turn to go before the king.  She used 

restraint in her appearance, still passive in character, taking only 

what Hegai suggested to her.  Verse 15 tells us that she “won 

approval in the sight of everyone who saw her”.

Esther is made queen and a great banquet is held.  The 

king even declared a “tax-free holiday” to celebrate!
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19 When the young women were 
assembled together for a second time, 
Mordecai was sitting at the King’s Gate.
20 Esther still had not revealed her 
birthplace or her ethnic background, as 
Mordecai had directed.  She obeyed 
Mordecai’s orders, as she always had 
while he raised her.
21 During those days while Mordecai was 
sitting at the King’s Gate, Bigthan and 
Teresh, two eunuchs who guarded the 
king’s entrance, became infuriated and 
planned to assassinate King Ahasuerus.
22 When Mordecai learned of the plot, he 
reported it to Queen Esther, and she told 
the king on Mordecai’s behalf.
23 When the report was investigated and 
verified, both men were hanged on the 
gallows.  This event was recorded in the 
Historical Record in the king’s presence. 

This episode seems out-of-place with the selection of a new 

queen, but it will have major importance later in the story.  

Mordecai had some sort of position at the King’s Gate, not as a guard, 

but perhaps as a messenger.  He overheard a plot against the King 

and reported it to Esther, who told the king on Mordecai’s behalf.  

Note in v.20 that she has still not revealed her Jewishness to 

anyone in the palace.  She is always the obedient, passive Esther.

The incident was recorded in the Historical Record, which 

will also play a part in our story later.



English Words 
with 
Persian Roots

Alfalfa
Assassin
Azure
Bazaar
Beggar
Beige
Candy
Carafe
Caravan
Carcass
Cassock
Chess

Divan
Gizzard
Jackal
Jasmine
Julep
Kabob
Kaftan
Khaki
Lemon
Lilac
Magic
Orange

Pajama
Paradise
Peach
Taffeta
Talc
Tapestry
Tiger
Toxic
Tulip
Turban
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