
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Anna, the prophetess 

 

 

   

  

 I do not like waiting for_______________? 

 

     How would you complete that statement?     
Our study today is about two people, Anna   
and Simeon, who waited their entire lives for 
something very precious, the fulfillment of God’s 
plan for the Messiah who would bring 
redemption and salvation to all peoples! 
 
     Our story takes place in Luke 2:22-40.        
***Luke is the Gospel written to the Gentiles, or 
non-Jewish persons.  Luke acts as historian, 
poet, and artist in his portrayal of Jesus Christ.  
He ties the Old and New Testaments together: 
Jew and Christian, Temple and Church.   
***Matthew’s Gospel is written for the Jewish 
nation of Israel.   
***Mark’s Gospel is written for the Roman citizen 
and is full of action. 
***John’s Gospel was written to educate the 
young church and is deeply spiritual. 
 
     Luke uses male/female character pairs to tell 
stories.  He did this 13 times in Luke and Acts, 
which he also wrote.  Luke is the only gospel 
which mentions Anna and Simeon. 
 

* Luke gives us the 
longest account of the 
virgin birth, which is 
why we hear it read so 
often at Christmas. 
 
* Luke gives us 20 
miracles, six of which 
are not in the other 
Gospels. 
 
* Luke gives us 23 
parables of which 18 
are unique to his 
Gospel. 
 
* Luke’s Gospel is 
written from Mary’s 
point-of-view; many 
scholars think he got 
much of his story 
directly from her! 



 

 

     

 

Meet Simeon 

His name means LISTENING or HEARING.  Simeon’s 
priestly character is show through his prophetic speech.  
He witnesses that Jesus is to be the fulfillment of the 
Old Testament Law and prophecy.   
 
 
 
 

Meet Anna  

Her name means FAVOR or GRACE.   
Anna is from one of the northern tribes of Israel,        
so she represents Jesus as the fulfillment of the New 
Jerusalem to which all the tribes of Israel will someday 
be gathered.  Anna also represents the ANAWIM,         
a Hebrew word meaning poor and disadvantaged. 
 
 
Deuteronomy 19:15 says, “A matter may be legally 
established only on the testimony of two or three 
witnesses”.  So together, Anna and Simeon represent 
the two required witnesses to establish proof of the 
identity of Jesus!  How amazing is that! 
 
Read Luke 2:22-40.  I have it here in the Holman 
Christian Standard version or read it in the version you 
prefer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Purification to remove 
legal uncleanness so a 
person may resume 
normal activity in      
society – it’s like self- 
quarantine during this 
COVID pandemic! 
 

Righteous is the quality  
of being right in the    
sight of God.  
Righteousness is a gift 
from God to us       
through His love when  
we believe in the Son     
of God. 
 
Devout in Greek is 
eulabes, meaning good 
and holding agressively  
to something. 
 
Consolation means 
comfort.  Specifically,    
for Israel it involves the 
coming of the Messiah. 
 
Messiah is Hebrew for 
anointed, it translates   
the Greek Christos or 
Christ. To anoint means  
to set aside as holy. 
 
Slave means servant or 
bond-servant– in this 
verse it means a person 
specially chosen or 
appointed to carry out  
the work of the Lord. 
 
Gentile is a person who  
is not Jewish. You and I  
are Gentiles. 

 
 
 

Jesus’ Presentation at the Temple 
21 When the eight days were completed for His 
circumcision, He was named Jesus—the name given by 
the angel before He was conceived.  
 
22 And when the days of their purification according to 
the law of Moses were finished, they brought Him up to 
Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord  
23 (just as it is written in the law of the Lord: Every 
firstborn male 
 
24 and to offer a sacrifice (according to what is stated 
in the law of the Lord: a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons. 
 

The Prophecy of Simeon 
25 There was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to Israel’s consolation, and the Holy Spirit was 
on him.  
26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not see death before he saw the Lord’s 
Messiah.  
27 Guided by the Spirit, he entered the temple 
complex. When the parents brought in the child Jesus 
to perform for Him what was customary under the law,  
 
28 Simeon took Him up in his arms, praised God, and 
said: 
29 Now, Master, 
You can dismiss Your slave in peace, 
as You promised. 
30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation. 
31 You have prepared it 
in the presence of all peoples— 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and glory to Your people Israel. 
 
 

Luke 2:21-40 



 

 

Behold – to gaze upon,  
to observe carefully. 
 
Rejected in Greek     
means literally for a    
sign of opposition.    
Jesus would bring many 
people to the point of 
making an important 
moral decision;          
some will reject Him, 
others will accept Him. 
 
Thoughts in Greek is 
dialogismos and is   
always used in the 
negative in the New 
Testament: negative 
thoughts of opposition, 
hostility, or doubt! 
 
Sword means a broad, 
two-edged sword, 
indicating great pain. 
 
Prophetess – a woman   
to whom future events   
or spiritual insights are 
revealed by dreams or 
inspiration through the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Redemption come from 
Hebrew goel, to restore 
the rights of another. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

33 His father and mother were amazed at what was 
being said about Him.  
 
34 Then Simeon blessed them and told His mother 
Mary: “Behold, this child is destined to cause the fall 
and rise of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be 
rejected— 
 
35 and a sword will pierce your own soul—that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
 
 

The Testimony of Anna 
36 There was also a prophetess, Anna, a daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well along in 
years, having lived with her husband seven years after 
her marriage,  
37 and was a widow for 84 years. She did not leave 
the temple complex, serving God night and day with 
fasting and prayers. 
 
38 At that very moment, she came up and began to 
thank God and to speak about Him to all who were 
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 
39 When they had completed everything according to 
the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their 
own town of Nazareth. 
 
40 The boy grew up and became strong, filled with 
wisdom, and God’s grace was on Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

THE TEMPLE 

 
 
When Bible writers use 
specific names, places,   
or numbers, they are 
mentioned for a definite 
reason.  There is no 
insignificant detail in the 
Bible!  So, I have added 
some information about 
the Temple on the last 
page.  People in the     
first century would have 
already known this 
information, so I include  
it to give us a more 
complete sense of the 
story’s important and 
prophetic setting.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luke places us right into the very sacred and 

magnificent location of the Temple as he begins this 
section of Scripture with the infant Jesus and the 
purification ritual.   
 
The Old Testament Law of Moses spelled out the     
specific sacrifices in Leviticus 12:2-4 and Exodus 13:3 
that were required for a woman’s purification 40 days 
after childbirth.     
 
It was important to Luke to show that Jesus grew up in    
a family that carefully observed the Jewish laws and 
rituals.  Luke is emphasizing that God, and Jesus, will 
never reject the Temple or the Laws of Moses.    
Therefore, whenever disagreements or dissentions     
occur during Jesus’ life, they will be due to the rejection  
of Jesus by the priests, and not the other way around. 
 
These purification rituals may seem strange to us but 
can be understood using the concept of quarantine –    
and we all know about that due to COVID!   
This period of 40 days was to ensure all bodily     
discharges were ended so that a woman could         
resume her place in the daily life of the community. 
 
         Please understand, in Scripture,  
      uncleanness DOES NOT EQUAL sinfulness!   
While all sin results in uncleanness, not all uncleanness  
is a result of sin; for example, childbirth is not a sin. 
 
21 When the eight days were completed for His 
circumcision, He was named Jesus—the name given by 
the angel before He was conceived.  
 
     So, for baby Jesus, circumcision would have taken 
place on the eighth day after His birth and then add 
another 33 days to purify the mother after childbirth, 
which would take us up to day #41. 
 
MATH QUESTION:  How old is baby Jesus now? 
 
 



 

 

 
The New Testament 
church does not require 
sacrifices of us who 
worship God in today’s 
age, so we tend to    
move past verses about 
sacrifices quickly. 
 
But there is something 
fundamental about the 
issues of uncleanness  
and sacrifice that we do 
not want to miss! 
 
To approach God 
properly, we must be 
prepared in spirit and 
body to draw near to  
Him.  Jesus’ death on   
the cross is the 
permanent cleansing    
that allows us to boldly 
approach the throne of 
God – John 4:24. 
 
“Comfort, comfort My 
people”, says your God. 
 
“Burst into songs of joy 
together, you ruins of 
Jerusalem,                    
for the Lord has 
comforted His people.                        
He has redeemed 
Jerusalem.”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 And when the days of their purification according to 
the law of Moses were finished, they brought Him up to 
Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord  
23 (just as it is written in the law of the Lord: Every 
firstborn male 
24 and to offer a sacrifice (according to what is stated 
in the law of the Lord: a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons. 
 
For Jewish families in the 1st century, a lamb was the 
sacrifice required; however, pigeons or turtledoves 
could be substituted for poorer families.  Mary and 
Joseph could have made this sacrificial offering to any 
priest anywhere, but by going to the Temple in 
Jerusalem, Joseph and Mary are emphasizing the 
holiness of Jesus. 
 
What does the sacrifice of two doves tell us about this 
young family? 
 
What does the careful observance of the Law of Moses 
tell us about Joseph and Mary? 
 
25 There was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to Israel’s consolation, and the Holy Spirit was 
on him.  
26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not see death before he saw the Lord’s 
Messiah.  
27 Guided by the Spirit, he entered the temple 
complex. When the parents brought in the child Jesus 
to perform for Him what was customary under the law.  
 
Simeon’s hope was for deliverance by the Messiah.  
Simeon is looking forward to the consolation or 
comfort of Israel prophesied in Isaiah 40:1-2 and   
Isaiah 52:9. 
 
Simeon was looking for or waiting for the consolation 
of Israel.  How important is learning to wait for us as 
Christians? 
 



 

 

 
The source of Simeon’s 
knowledge and   
prophecy was definitely 
divine! 
 
 
 
Because we are told    
that Simeon takes the 
baby Jesus in his arms, 
many Bible scholars 
believe that Simeon     
was a priest, so he was  
therefore authorized to 
pronounce a priestly 
blessing upon the child. 
 
 

 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is a benefit of learning to wait upon the Lord? 
Scripture does not tell us how old Simeon was.   
Circle the words in v.26 that might indicate his age. 
 
What do you want to see God accomplish before your 
death? 
 
Underline every time the Holy Spirit is mentioned in 
v.25-27.  How many times? 
 
28 Simeon took Him up in his arms, praised God, and 
said:  29 Now, Master, You can dismiss Your slave in 
peace, as You promised. 30 For my eyes have seen 
Your salvation.  31 You have prepared it in the 
presence of all peoples— 32 a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles and glory to Your people Israel. 
33 His father and mother were amazed at what was 
being said about Him.  
 
The Gospel of Luke gives us the four hymns or songs of 
Jesus.  When we studied Elizabeth, we learned of 
Elizabeth’s song, called the Beatitude (Latin for the first 
words of the song).  Zechariah’s song was called the 
Benedictus and Mary’s song was called the Magnificat.  
Now Luke adds Simeon’s song, called in Latin, the 
Nunc Dimittis for “now dismiss”. 
 
What do Simeon’s words tell us about him? 
 
What do we learn about Jesus’ future life and ministry? 
 
How will Jesus be a light to the Gentiles? 
 
What does that mean to you and me as Gentiles? 
 
For what are you watching and praying? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Simeon begins his 
remarks to Mary with 
“BEHOLD” or “LISTEN 
CAREFULLY.” 
Bible scholars feel that 
these remarks were 
directed only to Mary, 
possibly indicating that 
Joseph would not live 
long enough to see   
Jesus’ ministry. 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Up to this point, Luke’s story has been growing in joy, 
praise, and happiness at the birth of the baby Jesus.  
But now we get a glimpse of the dark days ahead.  
God’s salvation had come, but it would not be 
accomplished without cost or suffering. 
 
34 Then Simeon blessed them and told His mother 
Mary: “Behold, this child is destined to cause the fall 
and rise of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be 
rejected— 
35 and a sword will pierce your own soul—that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
 
Simeon speaks of falling and rising, representing 
division.  Some people will be judged, and others will 
be blessed because of how they respond to Jesus. 
He will be an instrument of salvation for some, but of 
condemnation for others.   
 
This double response to Jesus is given throughout the 
New Testament.  Many people will be opposed to 
Jesus’ message.  This fulfills the prophecy of Jesus as 
the “suffering servant” foretold in Isaiah 28. 
 
Pain is surely referring to the cross, but also includes 
all the events of the life of Mary’s son.  The “thoughts 
of hearts” indicates that people will respond to Jesus 
as an indication of the true quality of their hearts. 
 
What do you think Simeon meant by “a sword will 
pierce your soul”? 
 
How do you think Mary felt when she heard this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
It is interesting to note 
that Luke does not give 
any of Anna’s actual 
words!   
Anna’s character is   
shown through her 
actions, but her words  
will come later as she 
testifies to everyone     
she meets! 
 
Anna is the first woman  
to proclaim Christ and  
the first person to 
proclaim Jesus in the 
temple in Jerusalem! 
Who was the first to 
proclaim the birth of 
Jesus?   
THE SHEPHERDS 
 
Asher was the 8th son of 
Jacob, born to Zilpah, 
Leah’s maid; Asher means 
happiness or blessed.    
The people of the tribe of 
Asher were said to be of 
beautiful appearance!           
They lived in the western 
hills of Galilee, adjoining 
the coast of Phoenicia.   
Elijah’s preaching took 
place in this area.   
 
 
 

 

At last we meet Anna.  Even though there are only a few 
verses about Anna, there is so much information packed 
into them! 
 
36 There was also a prophetess, Anna, a daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well along in 
years, having lived with her husband seven years after 
her marriage,  
37 and was a widow for 84 years. She did not leave 
the temple complex, serving God night and day with 
fasting and prayers. 
38 At that very moment, she came up and began to 
thank God and to speak about Him to all who were 
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 
Anna (written as Avva in Hebrew) is a form of the name 
Hannah.  Her name means favor or grace.                  
As a prophetess, Anna received revelations and 
messages directly from God.   
 
The Greek word for prophetess is prophetis and 
appears only one other time in the New Testament, 
when Jezebel is designated as a false prophet who 
misleads the people of God in Revelation 2:20! 
    

                               
 
Luke tells us Anna’s lineage of the tribe of Asher to 
emphasize her Jewishness.  She is the only Jewish 
character in the New Testament whose tribe is given as 
Asher.  It was one of the northern tribes of Israel.     
Luke’s inclusion of the northern tribes stresses that 
Jesus’ mission is to ALL the tribes of Israel, not just the 
tribes near Jerusalem.   
 
Here we have Luke using both Simeon and Anna to 
complement each other’s witness.  Simeon represents 
the priestly Jerusalem and Anna represents the people 
or the tribes of Israel.                                       
 

http://www.heartlight.org/articles/201411/20141110_andthankful01.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 

 

Numbers have special 
meaning in Hebrew 
Scripture. 
Anna is the 2nd woman   
in the Bible  whose age  
is revealed – 
Can you think who the  
other woman is? 
See Genesis 23:1. 
 
Luke tells us Anna was 
married for 7 years and 
widowed for 84 years.  
Let’s do the math:  
if she married at14,  
add 7 years of marriage, 
add 84 years as widow  

 = 105 years old  
    Wowsers! 
 
In Jewish thinking, the 
number 7 indicates 
abundance (Creation),   
12 is perfection or 
completeness (12 tribes 
of Israel). So Anna lived 
an abundant married     
life, a perfect length of 
widowhood …. 

7 x 12 = 84 
Therefore Anna’s life 
reached its perfect 
culmination when she  
saw the baby Jesus! 
 

       

Depending on your Bible translation, it says Anna is: 

• “Advanced in years” 

• “In her many years” 

• “Well along in years” 

• “Of a great age” 
                 I get it – she’s OLD!   
 
We are given the name of Anna’s father, but not her 
husband, which would have been normal; possibly 
because she was widowed at such a young age, she 
may have returned to the care of her father’s 
household.  Her father is Phanuel or Peniel meaning 
“the face of God”.  Remember, when names are given in 
Scripture it is important information!  This name 
appears in the Old Testament as an image of God’s 
favor and recalls the priestly blessing: 

How is the verse above linked with the name ANNA? 
 
    Luke shows us the depth of her extreme piety.  
Some Bible versions say fasting, and some say fastings 
(plural).  Personally, I think the plural use shows that 
Anna followed a continual ritual of fastings with her 
prayers – it was not just a one-time event with her.  
Anna’s fastings had meaning.                                      
In Scripture, fasting is often a sign of protest, it is an 
assertion that “all is not well”.   
 
What was “not well” during Anna’s time?   
What could she have prayed for? 
 
In what ways did Anna’s lifestyle represent the Jews, 
her people? 

 
How do you think Anna recognized the Jesus as the 
Messiah, since Jesus was an infant? 
 
 

The Lord make His face to shine upon you 

and be gracious unto you.   Numbers 6:25 



 

 

 
Luke 2:38 says  
“at that very moment”.  
Other versions say,  
“at that very hour”.   
In either case the tense   
is immediate and active. 
 
“Coming up to them” 
Anna began to “give 
thanks”.  Those two 
phrases together in the 
same sentence show 
complimentary parts of 
the same, continuous 
process:  
      Thanksgiving 
           and      
      Proclamation 
 
        Upward: 
Anna gave thanks to   
God for this precious    
gift of the Infant Jesus. 
 
        Outward: 
Anna proclaimed to 
everyone she saw of the 
coming of the Messiah! 
 
Anna’s long life was   
made of thousands of 
small and insignificant 
choices which added up 
to a godly life of 
distinction.                  
She was probably very 
well known in the     
temple area to those   
who were faithful. 
 
 
 

 
Luke tells us that Anna never left the temple.  There     
were rooms set aside for those women who served in     
the Temple Courts, cleaning or trimming wicks.       
Scholars think that Anna would have been a familiar  
figure to those who visited the Temple in Jerusalem and 
easily remembered by the early church members. 
 
What do you think Anna’s daily life was like? 
 
What part of Anna’s lifestyle do you wish could be part   
of your own life? 
 
Would Anna be viewed in our modern day as a ROLE 
MODEL or a FANATIC? 
 
Anna never ceased giving thanks or speaking of Jesus to 
all types of people, but especially to the Jewish people     
of Israel.  Anna spoke of redemption; symbolically Jesus 
had redeemed Anna’s widowhood or the widowhood of 
Israel.  She recognizes that Jesus Christ will be the new 
bridegroom of Israel.  How fascinating to see this aspect 
of Jesus’ mission proclaimed while He was still a babe! 
 
Who would Anna have seen in the Temple area to speak 
to about Jesus? 
 
What gets in the way of us sharing our faith with others 
freely and confidently? 
 
How do you think the crowd who listened that day 
responded to Simeon and Anna? 
 
What is involved in aging gracefully and being faithful to 
the very end of life? 
 
Luke mentions older people in his Gospel:                        
---Zechariah and Elizabeth 
---Simeon and Anna 
 
How were these older people a bridge between the       
Old and New Testaments? 
 



 

 

Luke does not tell us 
how Mary and Joseph 
felt about the events of 
this momentous day.   
 
We see them going 
back to Galilee, to the 
town of Nazareth 
where Jesus grows up.   
 
But I imagine they 
never forgot the words 
or images of that day 
and spoke of them 
often to each other.  
 
Anna is a great 
example of eagerness 
in devotion, whether 
we work in the home 
or outside the home – 
whatever we do, do it 
as to the Lord in 
whatever season of life 
we are in. 
 

Psalm 71:17-18 
O God,                                

You have taught me     
from my youth, 

And I still declare       
Your wondrous deeds. 
And even when I am      
old and gray, O God,     
do not forsake me, 
Until I declare Your 

strength to this 
generation, 

Your power to all         
who are to come. 

 

 
Luke gives us two more verses in this story. 
 
39 When they had completed everything according to 
the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their 
own town of Nazareth. 
40 The boy grew up and became strong, filled with 
wisdom, and God’s grace was on Him. 
 
Have there been any Anna’s in your life? 
 
What is the value of reading the Bible as we await the 
return of Jesus? 
 
Ask God to give you a renewed passion for reading the 
Scriptures. 

                
 
Psalm 84 on the next page, typifies Anna perfectly,        
as a person who longs to be in the courts of the Lord.   
 
Underline the verses that are examples of Anna’s life! 
 
Use Psalm 84 as your prayer today. 
 
        
 



 

 

1   How lovely is Your dwelling place, Lord of Hosts. 
2   I long and yearn for the courts of the Lord; 
 my heart and flesh cry out for the living God. 
3   Even a sparrow finds a home, and a swallow,  
 a nest for herself where she places her young— 
 near Your altars, Lord of Hosts, my King and my God. 
4   How happy are those who reside in Your house, 
 who praise You continually.                                         Selah 
5   Happy are the people whose strength is in You,  
 whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. 
6   As they pass through the Valley of Baca, 
 they make it a source of spring water; 
 even the autumn rain will cover it with blessings. 
7   They go from strength to strength;  
 each appears before God in Zion. 
8   Lord God of Hosts hear my prayer; listen, God of Jacob.   Selah 
9   Consider our shield, God,  
 look on the face of Your anointed one. 
10  Better a day in Your courts than a thousand anywhere else.                  
 I would rather be at the door of the house of my God than to  
 live in the tents of wicked people. 
11  For the Lord God is a sun and shield. 
 The Lord gives grace and glory; 
 He does not withhold good from those who live with  
 integrity. 
12  Happy is the person who trusts in You, Lord of Hosts! 



 

 

  

Solomon built the first Temple in 970 – 931 BC, an elaborate, white limestone 
structure, inlaid with gold.  It was destroyed almost 400 years later by 
Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian king in 586 BC.  Zerubbabel, one of the Jewish 
captives, began rebuilding the second Temple when the Jews returned from captivity 
in Babylon, about 538 BC . This second Temple was not nearly so ornate - in fact, those 
who had seen the first temple wept when they saw the foundation for the rebuilt 
Temple (Ezra 3:12-13).  The Temple was finished in 515 BC.   
 
In 20 BC, Herod the Great began his renovation and expansion of the Second Temple 
complex when it became Known as Herod’s Temple, the Temple of Jesus’ time and 
where Anna and Simeon worshipped.   It was destroyed in 70 AD.   
 
The Temple complex was divided into four successive courts: non-Jews worshipped in 
the outermost court, the Court of Gentiles, and were prohibited, on pain of death, 
from going any further.  This is the place where Jesus cleaned the temple of those who 
were buying and selling.   The inner court was divided into the Women's Court and the 
Court of Israel.  Women were not allowed beyond the Court of Women.  Men were 
allowed in the Women's Court and into the next court, the Court of Israel, where they 
could watch the sacrifices burn on the altar.  Only the Levitical priests were permitted 
into the Court of Priests, which surrounded the inner Temple or Holy Place.    
 

A brief, very brief, history  

of the Jerusalem Temple 


