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Luke 17   The Coming of the Son of Man     

22 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “The days are coming     

when you will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, 

and you will not see it. 23 Then people will say to you, 

‘Look, there He is!’ or ‘Look, here He is!’ Do not go out or 

chase after them. 24 For just like the lightning flashes and 

lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of 

Man be in His day. 25 But first He must suffer many things 

and be rejected by this generation.  

26 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so too it will be in the 

days of the Son of Man. 27 People were eating, they were 

drinking, they were marrying, they were being given in 

marriage—right up to the day Noah entered the ark. 

Then the flood came and destroyed them all. 

28 Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot, people were 

eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, building;  

29 but on the day, Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur 

rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.  

30 It will be the same on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 

31 On that day, anyone who is on the roof, with his goods in 

the house, must not come down to take them away, and  

likewise, the person in the field must not turn back. 

32 Remember Lot’s wife!  

33 Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, but whoever loses

his life will preserve it.  



 

In one of the shortest verses in the Bible, Jesus spoke 

three words that serve as a warning, and as a wise  

word of hope to those that follow His command.  

  
Jesus said, “Remember Lot’s wife.”    

It is a command, a present tense command.   

In other words, we are to start remembering and 

continue to remember Lot’s wife.   

 

• So, why did Jesus mention Lot’s wife? 
 

Lot’s wife was warned, but then, on the verge 

of escape from judgment, she looked back!   

At what? …her home,  her heart’s desire,    

her friends, and family left behind???  

 

She looked back on Sodom – and God’s judgment 

struck.  She became a lifeless pillar of salt –               

a reminder to us that “whoever tries to keep his 

life will lose it, but whoever loses his life will 

preserve it”. 

 

This lesson of Lot’s wife is disturbing and upsetting, but we 

will be blessed by the lessons God has for us. 
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Who was Lot’s wife? 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

• What can we learn from Lot’s wife? 

• What was she like? 

• How did she think or feel about her life? 

• What exactly about her life and tragic death does 

Jesus want us to remember? 

 

WE DO NOT KNOW:  

• her name 

• where she was from 

• how many children she had, for sure 

WE DO KNOW: 

• she lived around 2100 B.C. 

• she was married to Lot, the nephew of Abraham 

• she lived in Sodom 

• she had daughters (according to Hebrew tradition, 

Lot and his wife had four daughters, two already 

married and two younger virgin daughters). 

 



 

To understand the story of Lot’s wife,               

we must understand her husband, Lot.   

His story is intertwined with his Uncle Abraham.      

In Genesis 12, God tells Abram (later named Abraham)  

to leave his country, his home, and his family, to go     

to a land that God would show him.  There, God would 

bless Abram and make from him a great nation,              

a blessed people, “and Abram also took Lot”. 

 

 After many years, both men had been blessed 

with riches and flocks and herds.  However, the 

land could not sustain both herds, so Abram 

suggested to Lot (Genesis 13:8-9) that they separate.  

Abram gives Lot first choice of pastureland and we see 

what kind of man Lot was becoming.  
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• Which lands did Lot choose for himself? 

• Why do you think he chose the best lands? 

• How does Lot’s choice reflect his character? 

 

The Hebrew word translated ‘wicked’ is ‘ra’ and refers 

to anything bad, inferior, or a failure.  The root idea is of 

coming short of the target or wandering in the wrong 

direction. 

 

And so, it began – that slow, easy path of absorption.   

Lot moved his tents to face Sodom; then he lived in 

Sodom; finally, he became part of Sodom’s 

leadership.   

 

• Why do you think Lot chose to become part of 

such a wicked culture? 

Genesis 13:10 Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all the 

valley of the Jordan, that it was well watered 

everywhere, like the garden of the Lord. 11 So Lot chose 

for himself all the valley of the Jordan and journeyed 

eastward. 12 Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while 

Lot settled in the cities of the valley, and moved his tents 

as far as Sodom. 13 Now the men of Sodom were wicked 

exceedingly and sinners against the Lord.      



 

   The place Lot chose to settle was 

attractive: the Jordan Valley. 

Due to the underground springs,  

fertile soil on the plains, and a 

warm, sunny climate, the area was known for 

all types of agricultural products, especially 

dates and balsam (used in ointments).  

Scripture described it as a place of “abundant 

food and careless ease” (Genesis 13:10, Ezekiel 

16:49).   

 

The land Lot chose was good, but the people were 

wicked! Lot knew that from the beginning! 

 

Lot deliberately chose to pitch 

his tent looking toward Sodom, 

despite its nasty reputation.  

Sodom was a city of 

opportunity and easy riches. 

Lot was drawn closer and 

closer until he had built a 

residence inside the city walls.  

Not only that, but Lot was also 

sitting “within the city gates”.  

In ancient times, a city was 

entered through a gate,        

not only for protection, but the city gate was the place 

of business, government, and social interaction.   

Lot had become an influential businessman, maybe a city 

official, sitting in the gate of Sodom.  Scripture shows 

that Lot did not join the wicked behavior, but evidently 

his testimony of righteousness before God was silent or 

ineffective.  How sad! 

http://plants.swtexture.com/2012/10/phoenix-canariensis-canary-date-palm.html
http://plants.swtexture.com/2012/10/phoenix-canariensis-canary-date-palm.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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On the map of the Dead Sea valley:  

• Locate Mamre where Abraham pitched his tents 

• Locate the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 

• Locate Zoar 

 

 

DEAD SEA 

Sodom and its sister cities were thought to be in the 

large fertile plain jutting into center of the Dead Sea.  

In Biblical geography, this well-watered area was “like 

the garden of the Lord” or Eden. 

 

 



 

Genesis 18:1–2 says, “The Lord appeared to Abraham 

near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at  

the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day.   

Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby.  

When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his 

tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground.”  

 

During their visit with Abraham, the three men warned him 

that God’s judgment was about to fall upon Sodom and 

Gomorrah (Genesis 18:20–21; 19:12–13).  

 

Two of these “men” were angelic beings. 

The third man, according to Genesis 18:1, 

was “the LORD” appearing to Abraham,  

taking on the appearance of a man! 
 

 

Whether God’s appearance to Abraham in Mamre was a 

theophany or a Christophany, we do not know.  

In Hebrew, “the LORD” is written as ‘YHWH’  

(written Hebrew does not use vowels)  

and we pronounce it Yahweh. 

 

But it is clear from the Scripture that one of the visitors       

was God Himself and the other two were the same angels   

who later visited Sodom and spoke to Lot.      

 

We call such an appearance a ‘theophany.’          

When Jesus appears in His pre-incarnate body  

in the Old Testament, it is called a ‘Christophany.’ 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2018.1%E2%80%932
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2018.20%E2%80%9321
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%2019.12%E2%80%9313
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2018.1
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Read Genesis 19:1-29 in your Bible or here 

(NASB): 

1 Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening as Lot was 

sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet 

them and bowed down with his face to the ground.  

2 And he said, "Now behold, my lords, please turn aside into your 

servant's house, and spend the night, and wash your feet; then you 

may rise early and go on your way." They said however, "No, but we 

shall spend the night in the square."  

3 Yet he urged them strongly, so they turned aside to him and 

entered his house; and he prepared a feast for them, and baked 

unleavened bread, and they ate.  

4 Before they lay down, the men of the city, all the men of Sodom, 

surrounded the house, both young and old, all the people from 

every quarter;  

5 and they called to Lot and said to him, "Where are the men who 

came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may have 

relations with them."  

6 But Lot went out to them at the doorway, and shut the door 

behind him,  

7 and said, "Please, my brothers, do not act wickedly.  

8 Now behold, I have two daughters who have not had relations 

with man; please let me bring them out to you and do to them 

whatever you like; only do nothing to these men, inasmuch as they 

have come under the shelter of my roof."  

9 But they said, "Stand aside." Furthermore, they said, "This one 

came in as an alien, and already he is acting like a judge; now we 



 

will treat you worse than them." So, they pressed hard against Lot 

and came near to break the door.  

10 But the men reached out their hands and brought Lot into the 

house with them and shut the door.  

11 They struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with 

blindness, both small and great, so that they wearied themselves 

trying to find the doorway. 

12 Then the two men said to Lot, "Whom else have you here? A 

son-in-law, and your sons, and your daughters, and whomever you 

have in the city, bring them out of the place;  

13 for we are about to destroy this place, because their outcry has 

become so great before the Lord that He has sent us to destroy it."  

14 Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were to marry 

his daughters, and said, "Hurry, get out of this place, for the 

Lord will destroy the city." But he appeared to his sons-in-law to be 

jesting. 

15 When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, "Hurry, 

take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be 

swept away in the punishment of the city."  

16 But he hesitated. So, the men seized his hand and the hand of 

his wife and the hands of his two daughters, for the compassion of 

the Lord was upon them; and they brought him out and put him 

outside the city.  

17 When they had brought them outside, one said, "Escape for your 

life! Do not look behind you, and do not stay anywhere in the valley; 

escape to the mountains, or you will be swept away.” 
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18 But Lot said to them, "Oh no, my lords!  

19 Now behold, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you 

have magnified your lovingkindness, which you have shown me by 

saving my life; but I cannot escape to the mountains, for the disaster 

will overtake me and I will die;  

20 now behold, this town is near enough to flee to, and it is small. 

Please, let me escape there (is it not small?) that my life may be 

saved."  

21 He said to him, "Behold, I grant you this request also, not to 

overthrow the town of which you have spoken.  

22 Hurry, escape there, for I cannot do anything until you arrive    

there." Therefore, the name of the town was called Zoar. 

23 The sun had risen over the earth when Lot came to Zoar.  

24 Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone            

and fire from the Lord out of heaven,  

25 and He overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the 

inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground.  

26 But his wife, from behind him, looked back, and she became            

a pillar of salt. 

27 Now Abraham arose early in the morning and went to the place 

where he had stood before the Lord;  

28 and he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward 

all the land of the valley, and he saw, and behold, the smoke of the 

land ascended like the smoke of a furnace. 

29 Thus it came about, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, 

that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the 

overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot lived. 



 

Wow!  What an ugly story. The events are 

offensive to us. Lot’s daughters offered as 

substitute victims in Genesis 19:4-11 is upsetting, 

but it reflects the historic social condition in which Lot 

lived.  The daughters of Lot were powerless to prevent 

their father from offering them to the men.   This episode 

is not justified or explained in Scripture because the 

writer of Genesis presumes that we would be familiar 

with the practices and values of society of that time.  

Circle the words in v.4 that indicate which men 

wanted to see the visitors… 

4 Before they lay down, the men of the city, all the men of 

Sodom, surrounded the house, both young and old, all the 

people from every quarter. 

Scripture makes it clear that ALL OF THE MEN OF THE 

TOWN are wicked, both young and old, ALL OF THEM!      

In a reversal of events, while Lot is trying to protect the 

visitors, the angels must protect Lot!  They rescued Lot 

from the angry mob, bringing him back into the house 

and shutting the door.  The details of the story confirm 

the power of the angels and the powerlessness of Lot! 

• What happens in v.11 to the men of the city? 

Lot’s “virgin daughters are as disposable as the 

concubine or the enslaved women captured in warfare” 

(Lerner, The Creation of Patriarchy, c1986). 
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• How did the blinded men react?   
Scripture tells us the men continued to seek the 

visitors even while blinded!!  But isn’t it ironic that 

Lot had not realized that these men were angels!!                    

He was blinded to their identity!! 

• What was the reaction of the sons-in-law in v.14? 

• What does Lot do in v.16?   

• Other versions say: “Lot lingered” or “Lot faltered” 

or “Lot dragged his feet”.                   

• Why do you think Lot hesitated? 

• What action did the angels then take and why?  
 

In the Hebrew language, this 

is a play on words between 

Lot’s name (lot) and ‘flee’ 

(himmalot).  Lot does not 

want to ‘flee’ and protests to 

the angels to be allowed to 

‘flee’ to a little city, Zoar, 

instead of to the hills and the 

angels agree.                                            
 

•  In v.14-15, how many times did the angels tell Lot to 

“hurry”? 

• What did the angels say would happen to Sodom and 

Gomorrah? 

It is at this point in the story that Lot’s wife looks back.  

We cannot help but wonder whether Lot ever told his 

wife to NOT LOOK BACK. 



 

• Many scholars have speculated as to why she looked 

back.  Scripture does not tell us. 

• I wonder, if in her place, would I have looked back? 

• What about you?  What pulls you back to the world? 

What lessons can we take from Lot’s wife? 

1. She perished, even though Lot was a righteous man.      

2 Peter 2:7-8 counts Lot as a righteous man and     

Romans 4:3 tells us Abraham was righteous.  However,                

the righteousness of our family does not save us. 

2. She perished, even though she was warned to flee.    

It is not enough to know about Jesus, we must know 

Jesus as our Savior personally. 

3. She perished, even though her sin seemed small.     

She merely looked back; it was natural to worry about 

those she left behind.  This should warn us of how 

seriously God takes any sin! 
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Ezekiel 16:49-50 mentions the sins of Sodom. 

List three of the sins of Sodom: 

1. 

  2. 

       3. 

• Are those sins in our world today? 

• What should we remember about Lot’s wife? 

• What is the one great lesson of Lot’s wife for you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

49 Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and 

her daughters had arrogance, abundant food, and careless 

ease, but she did not help the poor and needy.                                                                           

50 Thus they were haughty and committed abominations 

before Me. Therefore, I removed them when I saw it. 



 

 

 

    The disciples had asked Jesus When? and Where? the 

return of the Messiah would take place.  Jesus mentions 

the stories of Noah and Lot in Luke 17 as His answer.   

When “the Son of Man is revealed,” it will be time for 

people to flee. There will be no time to take anything 

along.  Get out and “don’t look back.”  Lot’s wife is the 

example of what will happen if hesitate.  

   Jesus was telling His disciples that if you try to save 

your life (the things that your life is made up of) you will 

lose everything.  Jesus warns that just as God rained down 

wrath on Sodom and Gomorrah, He will judge Jerusalem. 

The coming wrath is no time for divided loyalties.     

There is a lesson here for us as Christians.  

Following Jesus requires turning our backs on the 

“life” that this world offers. Attempting to “save 

our life” is the same as “looking back.” Attachment to our 

“old life” will cause us to lose our lives, and Lot’s wife is 

the illustration and example that we must remember. 

So,why was Jesus 

talking about 

Lot’s wife? 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2017
https://www.gotquestions.org/Jesus-Son-of-Man.html
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Lot’s Wife by Estelle G. Novak 

She turns 

gazing at catastrophe 

seeing the forbidden, 

the truly terrible. 

We all remember the  

story. 

She turns in longing 

and is transformed 

into the salt of her tears. 

 

Pillar of salt. 

She, 

the one embodied here 

you know no more, 

has taken on the scream, 

become the voice 

you hear at night 

an echo of your own. 

 

She has no name.                  

She is Lot’s wife. 

She is a pillar of salt. 

 

 

A pillar of salt named "Lot's 

wife" is located near the 

Dead Sea at Mount Sodom 

in Israel. 
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