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Denise with women from the communities of Maravillas, Jardin and Pueblo Nuevo. They
attended a workshop held on September 1st at the community of La Ceiba.

Praises from the Heart...
Dear friends,

Where to start? There’s so much to be grateful for and so much to share
but space and time are limited!
First, thank you for your continued partnership in prayers and financial
support during our first year of ministry in Chiapas. Without your
partnership we could not respond to God’s call. THANK YOU!
¡ MUCHAS GRACIAS! ¡ JOCO LA GUAL! ¡ KOLAVAL!
Let me share a snippet of the last few months.

June was amazing!! Dr. José Menéndez (Regional Resource Minister for
Latino Ministries) of ABCOFLASH (American Baptist Churches of Los
Angeles, Southwest and Hawaii) spent a week with us. His presence and
conversations helped us grieve from the pain of all that was happening
(and continues to happen) in Nicaragua. He led a wonderful workshop
for the regional youth event in the Tseltal area.
As a mother, I praise God as He gave my children the opportunity to
meet and share with 3 young adults who are passionate to serve God.
Words are not enough to express my gratitude to all who made their
trip to Chiapas possible. These 3 college students, from Marshall
University in West Virginia, spent a month with us in San Cristobal and
though Juancito and Ziba were still in class they had the chance to be
incredibly blessed and loved by these young men. They preached, led
worship, helped drive in our new country roads, helped prepare meals
for CICEM´s board of directors meeting in Puebla, facilitated games for
the two youth regional events in Chiapas, played soccer with my kids
and husband, made us a special dinner one night, helped with Ziba’s
birthday party and even allowed Juan and I to have a date night (without
the kids). Thanks, Goyo, Isaac and Andres!
Watch a video of their time in Chiapas here.

July . We were worried about the Presidential elections in Mexico, but
things were relatively calm – no doubt this was an answer to prayer. The
new president will be installed early in December.
Our little Ziba turned 5 years old. Her birthday was on the last day of

school. So, you can say she ended on a happy note. It’s remarkable to
see how she's adapted to everything this past year without any
problems.
My mother spent a month with us and that was another blessing –
knowing she was safe with me and not worrying about her while the
unrest was happening in Nicaragua. We even went to several doctor
appointments together. While living in West Virginia, I enjoyed seeing
the close relationship of many children with their grandparents and I
got to see a glimpse of that this summer with Juancito and my mother.
Ziba not so much, she still does not like the idea of sharing her mom
with another person, but Juancito enjoyed having her as his roommate.

August. The kids have been wanting a puppy for the longest time, but
as you all know... that’s a lot of responsibility. We decided to first start
the kids with a bird. Daddy bought two; one for Ziba and one for
Juancito. So far, I don’t see a puppy in sight. It seems it’s pretty hard to
keep the bird cage clean every day…
Juancito is now in 2nd grade and Ziba in preschool. Both enjoy their
school and classmates so much. This is another BIG praise!!!
Thank you for your partnership as we serve and equip God’s people in

Chiapas.
With gratitude and love,
Denise (on behalf of the Aragón's)

Praises and Thanksgivings
We have a HUGE praise! Pastor Fausto has been in two hospitals and had
several tests. He spent a month in a hospital in Mexico city and HE DOES
NOT HAVE CANCER!! The medical staff is startled! THANK YOU SO much
for your prayers for him and his family!!

Pastor Fausto and his wife, Isabela.

Pastors and leaders from the Tsotsil area attended a workshop held at
the community of La Ceiba on September 1st. The topic was "Origin and
Translations of the Bible." Pastor Juan from the community of El Bosque
was fascinated to discover the gospels were written not during Jesus's

life and ministry but at a much later date. Because of the generosity of a
partner, we were able to bless 27 of them with a Study Bible which they
can use as they teach God's word to their congregations.

Pastor and leaders attending the workshop.

Denise's been encouraging the women in the churches CICEM (our
partner) has in Chiapas to start their women’s group. So far 5 of the 11
Tsotsil churches have a representative. We still need the other 6
churches to catch the vision. In the Tseltal area, out of 7 churches only
2 have an active women’s ministry. Please help us pray that pastors and
leaders see how vital having a women’s ministry in for their churches.

Denise with a group of women from the Tseltal community of Pueblo Nuevo Sitala.

Most of the Tsotsil and Tseltal churches we've visited have many
children. This is great! However, the children just sit or play outside
during the service. Help us pray for wisdom as we seek ways to equip
our partner churches to minister to children with God’s word.

Children from the community of La Ceiba.

Denise will be attending the 153rd Annual Meeting of the West Virginia
Baptist Convention "Bearers of Hope … Doing Christ’s Work Together!"
in Parkersburg, WV in October. If you attend the Annual Meeting, Denise
would love to say hello. So, stop by our table in the display area.
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